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PREFACE. 



THE diftinguiftied part, which Belfaft has al- 
ways taken in Irilh Politics, efpecialJy 
fince the beginning of seventeen hundred 
AND NINETY TWO, with the applaufc and con- 
^Lemnation which it has drawn from different 
parties, fuggefted the idea of the following col- 
lection. 

It occurred to the compiler that a faithful 
report of the proceedings of that town, and the 
fentiments of thofe who took a lead in the con- 
troverfies by which it was agitated, might prove 
a** valuable record. He conceived, that an im- 
partial collcdtion of this kind miift be accept- 
able to all parties ; and even indulged the hope 
that fuch a review would tend to heal, rather 
than irritate the wounds, wich public inter- 
courfe or private friend (hip might have received 
during the conteft : At all events, he thought 
it fhould induce the inhabitants of a town, long 
conlpicuous for harmony, to make a liberal al- 
lowance for diverfitv of fentiment in future, and 
to hold the right or private judgment as facred 
in others as in themfelves. To them, it muit 
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afford fenfible pleafure, and ufeful entertain- 
ment, to contemplate the progrefs of meafures 
in which they were, individually and colleftively^ 
fo deeply engaged. Strangers, who concurred 
with either of the parties in this controverfy^ 
will be gratified by a detail of tranfadiiorts^ de- 
bates, and difquifitions, which may have efcap- 
ed their notice, or eluded their fearch ; as well 
as of fome j&pers, that are now, for the firft 
time, prefented to the eye of the public* 
Thofe who condemned them all, may learn to 
think more favourably of their intentions and 
exertions. The advocates for the majority, 
will triumph in the immediate fuccefs of its ope- 
rations. The partifans of the minority, will 
lament by anticipation the eventual confequen- 
ces of premature and precipitate meafures ; and 
find confolation in applauding thfe fagacity, 
with which they forefaw the degradation of the 
.town, and the delufion of the kingdom : while 
the difpaffionate philofopher and pradical poli- 
tician may trace the progrefs of popular ardour, 
and the operation of thofe minute fprings which 
often produce the moft important movements, in 
the political machine. 

With thefe views was the compilation un-^ 
dertaken. Of the execution, it is hoped, no 
party or individual will have reafon to com- 
plain ; for no authentic fource of information 
has been intentionally negleded. 

The debates and proceedings of town 
meetings, resolutions of numerous so- 
CIETIES, AND SOME OTHER PAPERS, arranged 
nearly according to their dates, occupy the firft 
divifion of the publication. 
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The fccond confifts of political essays^ 
controvcrfial and didaSic ; of thcfe, the argu* 
ments relative to the test taken by fome of tht 
UNITED IRISHMEN, are firft in order of time. 
They are inferted on account of the extraordinary 
cfFeft, which that engagement was fuppofed to 
have produced on the deliberations of the fa- 
cieties, and ultimately of the town. 

A 

These are followed by a feries of papers, 
entitled, thoughts on the British consti- 
tution. This publicatioa was occafioned by 
an apprelienfion, that fome fanciful and danger- 
ous opiriions were gaining ground among the 
multitude. The fplendid fuccefs of the French 
Revolution, the popular nature of its principles, 
and the imperfeii ftate of our reprefentation, had 
excited ferious apprchenfions that the afFedtions 
of the people would be alienated from the form 
of the government under which we live. Struck 
with this apprehenfion, the writer of the firft 
Number fubmitted it to the infpedion of a 
Friend, who propofed, that it fhould be made 
the introdudlory paper of a feries, and recom- 
mended Thoughts on the Britijh Conjiiiution^ as a 
title that itnplied neither fyilematical compofi- 
tion nor methodical arrangement. The papers 
- were accordingly compofed and publifhed, in 
. fuch order as the changes of the public mind or 
the occurrences of the day required, and with 
fuch hafte as the occupations ot the writers ren- 
dered indifpenfable. The order has fince been 
changed and fome confidcrable additions made^ 
particularly in Numbers VII. XIII. XfV. XVI. 
and XX. The fuccjnil view exhibited m the 
ninth, tenth, and eleventh Numbers, of the 
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feveral plans which, at diflferent periods, have 
been propofed for a reform in the reprefentation 
of the people in parliament, will be prized ai^ 
the firft and only colle6tion of the kind, by all 
fincere friends of the meafure. It was intended 
to fubjoin the letters between portia and mr. 
JONES, as calculated to throw light on a curious 
circiimftance in hiftory ; but from the prefent 
fize of the voUme, they are neceffarily omitted. 

Notwithstanding the number of thefe 
/heets, it is to be apprehended that no party 
has been convinced ; and that any apparent 
change in the temper of the town has been oc- 
calioned by circumftances very different frona 
difpaffionate refledion, or conclufive argument. 

The few who uniformly incline to the court, 
were for a confiderable time compelled to give j 

way to the popular torrent. They either main- i 

tained a prudent filence, or concurred with that ! 

party whofe views appeared to be moft moderate. 
Of late they have been more at liberty to avow 
their former opinions, being fupported by the 
prefence of a military force, and, encouraged by 
the vifibJe promptitude of the army. 

The party who were lately predominant, and 
exerted their influence with that degiee of mo- 
deration and decorum, which is to be expedled 
from a tiiumphant faction, plume themfelves 

^on having been materially inftrumental in ef- 
fecting a change of popular opinions and politi- 
cal mcafures, in behalf of the Roman Catho- 
lics. They are perfuaded, that this was occa- 
fioned by the Societies^ of united Iri(h-men in 

^ Eelfaft and Dublin, without whofe alliance the 
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Koman Catholics would have been treated in 
the manner Fecommended by the corporation of 
the metropolis, and the Grand Juries of the 
Kingdom. 

In anfwer to the objecftions which have been 
made to the nature and proceedings of thefc 
affociations, they maintain, that in a country 
where the voice of the people is often difre- 
garded, public opinion feldom confulted, and 
every thing carried either by the ftrong hand of 
power, or by the filent influence of the court, no 
fignal advantage can poffibly be obtained by or* 
dinary means >— That this circumftance war- 
ranted the extraordinary meafure of cftabhfhing 
CLUBS, which formed a chain of correfpondence, 
concentrated the popular ftrength, and demon- 
ftrated the poffibility of bringing it into acftion : 
— That the violence of the means, was vindica- 
ted by the importance of the end ; and the 
wifdom of the plan, evinced by its fuccefs. 
What has been accompliflied they look upon as 
a confiderable ftep, not only to the entire eman- 
cipation of the Roman Catholics from every 
remaining reftri£lion, but to a radical reform 
in parliament ; for fuch, fay they, muft be the 
confequence of that permanent cordiality, which 
they expedt will fublift between the allied pow- 
ers, and that fpirit of liberty which they confi- 
dently lock for among the great body of their 
new friends. The Catholics will labour incef- 
fantly to efre(9: a further renovation of the con- 
flitution ; as all they have attained can be of 
little avail, while the boroughs which return two 
thirds of the commons, are the excluiive mono- 
poly of the ariftocracy in both houfes. Their 
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own intcrcft therefore will fecure their co-ope- 
ration, and fuccefs will be certain. Tbey al- 
lege that the almoft inftantaneous change that 
took place in the minds of proteftants, from 
intolerance to amity, proved the wifdom of the 
mcafurcs purfued, and the folly of that (hallow 
fyftem of enfranchifement, from time to time, 
which the oppofing party fo zealoufly contended 
for. — A<fting on the moft enlarged principle, 
and direcled'by the eternal rule of right, they 
would have blufhed to demand liberty for them - 
felvcs, while they denied it to others. Had 
they condefcended to the;weaknefs and fears of 
fome of their lownfmen, or followed the advice 
t)f timid friends, emancipation would never 
have come round ; and the true advocates of 
the meafure had no •alternative, but to carry it 
by a fort of Coup de Mnin^ as they did, or to lofe 
both it and reform, for ever* The fuccefs of 
the violent meafures lately adopted by govern- 
ment, they afcribe to the fupinenefs of the na- 
:tion the timidity of fome, the bigotry of 
others, ahd the prevalence of ariftocratic ideas 
«5n the higher orders of fociety. For their part, 
let the confequence be what it will, they (corn 
'to make any compromife with bigoitry and injuf- 
tice; or to fubjedl the Rights of Man to any 
^temporizing modification. 

Those, who attempted in vain during the pe- 
riod treated of in this volume, to ftem the tide 
of popular precipitation, are equally tenacious 
of their ancient Tiotions ; and as little difpofed 
as formerly, to approve of the proceedings which 
they oppofed. They draw a gloomy pidture of 
the (tate of public affairs, and particularly of 
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the condition of this town. They rcprefcnt 
the country a« having been reduced to fervitude. 
They defcribe the place of their nativity as hav* 
ing been fubje<aed to martial law ; the empori- 
um of commerce, become a military ftation ; 
the inhabitants infulred and put to the fword in 
the ftreets, and the whole kingdom looking on 
with acquiefcence : and then they exclaim— Do 
our demagogues ever a(k themfelves how it came 
to pafs that they were fo deferted by their coun- 
trymen ? that a land which for ten years paft 
has been unanimoully anxious for liberty, .and 
particularly. for a parliamentary refoim, (hould 
niuiler but five counties at Dungannon, and 
that thefe counties fliould be viewed with fufpi- 
cion bv the reft of the kingdom ; that parlia- 
ment mould be unanimous, or nearly fo, in 
paflUng the gunpowder and delegation a<Sls, in 
fuppreffing the volunteers, in approving of the 
-proceedings of the Lord's committees, fuch as 
private interrogatories, difcretionary imprifon- 
tnent, and unlimited fines impofed by an extra- 
judicial fentence? Do rhey ever enquire how 
government .could venture upon fuch meafures 
at the eve of a war, and continue them after its 
x:ommencement ? 

They infift that this cannot be owing folely 
to a daring or arbitrary fpirit in government, to 
venality in parliament, nor yet to an artful 
management of popular prejudice 5 because 
government is the fame, parliament the fame, 
and the people the fame. Nay, it is our boaft 
that our people are better, more enlightened, 
more united, and more liberal. How then, they 
fay, does all this happen ? 
c 
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They themfelves, charge it upon three prin- 
ciples. 

The first is an afFeSation of fecrecy and 
xnyftery, with a defign of producing alarm ; 
which, pervaded the meafures of the United 
Irifhmen, and afterwards infeded the whole 
party. They contend that fecret cabals are un- 
connitutional and unmanly, unfit for a free 
country or for free men j that no wife and good 
citizen will countenance focieties whofe mem- 
bers are unknown, whofe proceedings are fecret, 
or whofe defigns and principles are concealed ; 
that bad citizens will always endeavour to ren- 
der them objects of jealoufy ; and that from 
this jealoufy government will gain invincible 
ftrength. Tho' in fome fuhjeds obfcurity may 
be a fource of the fublime, in politics it 'is only a 
fource of jealoufy and diftruft. 

The second is an imitation of republican 
principles and language, accompanied with ex- 
travagant demands and menaces, publifhed with 
a view to intimidation. This conduct alarmed 
all men of title, rank, and hereditary fortune, 
diflblved the oppofition in parliament, prompted 
timid men to cling about the caftle, or wifti for 
an union with Britain ; and inclined even fome 
refolute and determined patriots to poftpone a 
retorm to calmer times. An attempt to intimi- 
date, when not founded on power, they affert 
is equally mean and inefFeAual. It is dilhonor- 
able in a gentleman to blufter when he can do 
nothing, to fay more than he means, and to ufe 
threats which he is neither able nor willing to 
execute ; and it is inefiedual in a multitude to 
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endeavour to outwit their govcrnnOi's. They 
fhould employ nothing but plain and public de- 
clarations, or aftive force. If the people be 
unanimous, this will fucceed ; if not, it is vain 
for clubs and juntos to think of infpiring go- 
vernment with any permanent alarm. They 
may occafion a temporary difmay, till their 
weaknefs is difcovered ; but the artitice will foon 
be detected. Government have a multitude of 
agents, both voluntary and mercenary, in every 
diftri6t, who can foon afcertain the ftrength of 
a party ; but the inhabitants of a country, Mat- 
tered as they are over the whole face of it, have 
no fuch means of information. Government 
therefore will foon recover from their furprife, 
and induftrioufly avail themfelves of the occa- 
fion, by diflFufing a fpirit of diftruft and difunion 
among the people, that one of the parties may 
join their ftandard. They will promote diflen- 
tion among the fubjecfts, to encreafe the influ- 
ence of the crown. Thus on the prefent occa- 
fion, the wily mihiftcr of our fifter country en- 
couraged the Catholics when they were weak — 
then doubted of his ability to perform what he 
had given them reafon to expe£l— advifed them 
to apply to their own parliament— refilled their 
prerenfions there — and at length brought all 
parties to depend upon Royal favour, as the 
only fource of relief from domeftic oppreflion. 
tn this manner he carried off the glory or the 
meafure, and infidioully endeavoured to attach 
the Catholics to the throne ; didated to parlia- 
ment, and rendered the Cabinet of Saint 
James's a Court of appeal paramount to the 
legiflature of Ireland.— -This, (fay they), ii the 
prefent fituation of affairs. Two knots of men 
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in Dublin and Belfaft, have difgufted and frigh-- 
tened the only perfons who could in any cafe 
obtain a reform in the ways of peace. They 
l^rew down the gauntlet. Government took it 
up.. By their threatening language and warlike, 
preparations, they feemed to fay that they 
were able to obtain their demands by force. 
AdminiAration knowing their imbecility, and 
feeling the additional ftrength it had acquired 
from fuch premature proceedings, faid *' Let 
** us try. — There is a proclamation for you j 
'^ infulting, and you will fay, unconftitutional. 
" Is that enough ?" All is quiet. — " Here 
*' is a gunpowder bill. Won't that provoke 
** you ?" " No." " We'll take your artillery. 
*' You (ha'n't aflemble in arms : and the pea- 
*' pie who (hall difperfe your darling volunteers 
** are the police, the odious police. Will no- 
** thing rcufe you to put forth your boafted 
** ftrength ?" Even dragooning and military 
riots, in one part of this kingdom, were fucceeded 
only by (ilent ftupor and inadion. 

The third error, was feparating Catholic 
emancipation from general reform. Under this 
head, they loudly declare, that they were as hear- 
ty in the caufe of liberality as their opponents. 
They were as well difpofed to unite Irilhmen j 
but they knew that Proteftant prejudices muft be 
conciliated, as well as Catholic. They wifhed 
for Catholic emancipation, but would have 
linked it with a fyftem of general liberty. They 
wifhed to lead the people, in one phalanx, to 
demand a reform ; and think that their force 
would then have been irrefiftible. As far as the 
feelings of Catholics are concerned, they re- 
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joice in the exteniion of franchife ; but as a nati* 
onal meafure, their enfmnchikment ^ tuitiout z 
reform will be a calamity— It will drown the 
few good voters we can boaft of, in a deluge of 
the meaneft clafs of Catholic eledors. With 
A REFORM, this extcnfion of franchife would 
have benefited all parties. They (hould 
therefore have gone har\d in hand. Had this 
been the cafe, the Catholics would have remain* 
cd with the people. They will now, it is appre- 
hended, ftrengthen the hands of government, 
encreafe theexpence and corruption of eleSions, 
and render many of the old patriots tenacious of 
the boroughs, as a bulwark of the Proteftant 
intereft. They infift that the Proteftant and 
Catholic (hould have been bound together by 
the tie of a common intereft, a partnerfliip in 
oppreflion, and a joint hope of freedom, which 
neither could obtain without the other. This, 
they admit, would have required time; but 
that they do not think a material objedtion. 
Being apprehenfive of fudden fliocks in the poli- 
tical machine, they profefs themfelves friends 
to gradual and deliberate meafures. Incredu- 
lous with refpe6i to fudden revolutions in popu- 
lar or religious prejudices, they fear that the 
progrefs ot liberality, or decay of bigotry, is 
not by any means as great or general as is pre- 
tended ; and that whatever views wife and en- 
lightened men may take of the fubje6l, three 
millions of people will not be ealily excited to 
an oppofition which fome may confider dan- 
gerous to themfelves, and others ungrateful to 
the court. A religious fe6l, whofe deareft pre- 
judices are in favor of Monarchy and Hierar- 
chy, will fcarccly prefer a combination either 
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with aflbciations fufpcfted of republicanifm, or 
with profefled preA)yterians, to an alliance with 
the State, and with the Church of Ireland, 
which they may confider as a fedl of popery ; 
fince it acknowledges a human l>ead, and pi o-* 
fefles to derive the efficacy of all its orders and 
ordinances, by apoftolical fucceffion thro' the 
Church of Rome. 

These they aflert to have been their ideas ; 
but finding the union of the clubs and the popu- 
lace to be irrefiftible, and the advice or affiilance 
of age, experience, approved integrity, and ac- 
knowledged abilities, rejeded with difrefpe(^, 
and being at the fame time unwilling to ob- 
ftrud fo liberal a defign, how much foever they 
deplored the mode of profecuting it,— tbey very 
early withdrew their oppofition j and thus pre- 
cluded the dominant party from faying, that 
their plans bad been thwarted, or their projeds 
marred. 

The prefent paralytic ftate of the nation, 
(they fay) is, by no means, the leaft pernicio'is 
confequence of thefe violent and premature ex- 
e>tions : nor is it the leaft extraordinary of thbfe 
fymptoins, which indicate this malady, that 
two county eleftions in which Belfaft had al- 
ways adled an honourable part, fliould pafs un- 
noticed : that with refpedt to the County of 
Down in particular, a member fhould be re- 
turned without a poll, while the inhabitants of 
Belfaft were firft certainly informed of the name 
of the candidate by his advertifement of thanks. 
The moderate party feem fatisfied to fubmit to 
any impofition, rather than wiih a renewal of 
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old difputes, and give an opportunity to popular 
agitAors to diffeminate their principles. The 
more decided patriots not only talk of eleSions 
as matters of no importance in the prefent ftate 
of things, but even exprefs a wi(h, that grievan- 
ces may^ncreafe, that they may be thefooner and 
more eiFe61:ual]y redrefled.— -Agamft this fenti- 
ment I moft earneflly proteft. It is the part of 
a good patriot, never to defpair of the country, 
but in every fituation to aft for the beft ; and he 
muft be a bad citizen or a (hallow obferver, who 
wilhes that our political lethargy (hould encreafe 
with the hope of being roufed by a French re- 
form. Such a man admits no medium between 
flavery, and revolution ; the lofs of liberty, and 
the fubverlion of all government. Amid tea 
thoufand chances of defpotifm and anarchy, 
there is fcarcely one of rational freedom ; and 
this after a feries of atrocious fadtions.— 
While thefe parties argue thus, the partizans 
of the caftle manage eleftions, as well as ail 
other public bufinefs, at difcretion. 

Such are the views taken by both par- 
ties. It has been thought beft to give them in 
ttie ftrongeft language ufed by the partizan on 
either fide, that the reader may perceive the 
force of their refpecSlive arguments, and be able 
to form an impartial judgment. 

We cannot here forbear to remark, that the 
cenfure fo laviihly heaped on the town which 
gave rife to this publication*— is indefenfible. 
Granting that a majority of thofe inhabitants 
who of late attended public meetings, were con- 
•fitiered by the government of the country as hav- 
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ing proceeded unwarrantable lengths — twenty 
thoufand people arc not therefore to be indifcrimi- 
natelv condemned* Of this we have lufficient 
proor, in the proteft of two hundred and fifty 
five perfons. Among them were enrolled by 
far the greater number of thofe whofe patriotifm, 
moderation, and decifion, had long given dig- 
nity and confiftency to the proceedings of Belfaft. 
Under fuch circumftances, what pica jn wifdqm 
could be found, for pouring in bodies of troops 
out of all proportion to the magnitude of the 
town, and confequently fo fcattered over it as. 
to be beyond controul. What neceffity de- 
manded an union of the funftions of a General 
with thofe of the Civil Magiftrate ; removing 
an ufeful barrier between the ardour natural to 
the (landing army, and the cool deliberation 
Tequifite in the execution of the law? In vain 
IhaJl we fearch for an extenuation of the fcenes 
of lawlefs violence which have fo repeatedly oc- 
curred 5 or an excufe for exhibiting to the world 
a picture of the majefty of the laws proftrated!, 
—The laws, nothing (hould' be fufFered 
to trample upon with impunity, becaufe their 
efficiency depends on public opinion ; and the 
popular idea of their being omnipotent, is ne- 
<:eflary to their fupport. 

The civil power that fhould be fuperior on 
every bccafion, feemed to (ink under the exerti- 
on ; and our ftreets difplayed the occafion^l 
anarchy of Paris in miniature. Common Fenfe 
informs us, that troops to make a figure in the 
iield abroad, muil practice fubordination at 
home : and hiftory.fays that the Pretorian bands 
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mf Rome, haftened the downfall of the Empire, 
and tyrannized over the very people that em- 
ployed them. 

Belfast, by its confequence in the fcale of 
Commerce, Manufactures, and Revenue, con- 
tributes eminently to the profperity of the king- 
dom. It has paid near the rate of one hundred 
and twenty thoufand a year in port duties alone, 
befides tl>e incalculable (hare it otherwife takes 
in the general burthens of the ftate ; and it has 
been faid to have had a greater number of (hips 
employed in foreign trade than all the reft of 
Ireland befide. Manufactures experience in it 
the foftering hand of the moft afliduous culture. 
When credit was tottering to its bafe in almoft 
every corner of Europe, here it held its ground. 
Its merchants blended prudence with enterprize, 
and reaped the reward of unfullied integrity. 
In aCts of munificence, in charitable inftituti- 
ons, and private donations, none will deny its 
merit. During the period of near a century 
and an half, from the ufurpation of Cromwell, 
it was Signalized as much for loyalty to its 
Prince and attachment to his government, as 
by zeal in the purfuit of civil liberty. When 
pur governors within thefe fixteen years dreaded 
a French inva(ion, and the Lord Lieutenant's 
fecretary informed us, that government could 
only fpare to the rich northern coaft, the nomi- 
nal protection of " a troop or two of horfe, or 
** part of 2L company of invalids^'' Belfaft prtffed 
forward in defence of the country. It was 
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£een in arms, from the earlieft dawn of that 
aufpiclous xra, which opened with the enlarge- 
ment of our trade, and clofed with an acknow- 
ledgment of our national independence. 

With what precious care fuch a charafter 
(hould be preferved, and what lenity and pro- 
tedion thofe who poffefs it have a right to ex- 
pe<a — need no illuftration. Perfecution in 
politics, as well as religion, is abfurd. It rivets 
error, while it vainly attempts to check the 
progrefs of truth : But a mild adminiftration of 
government difarms the violent, and confirms 
the zeal and influence of its friends. When we 
imagine we are forging fetters for human 
thought, we open new regions to its flight, en- 
large the fphere of its a6lion, and excite energies 
that were latent before. 



We venture to pronounce, that valuable max- 
ims in politics are to be drawn from the whole 
of thefe proceedings. They Ihew that there is 
danger or promoting general difaflFedion to the 
form of our government, if thofe who adminif- 
ter it praiSlife a fyftem of profligate expence, 
break thro' the beft mounds of theconftitution, 
and oppofe every attempt at moderate reform. 
The alarm occafioned by the late exertions of a 
Angle town, and by the fpirit which was dif- 
fufing itfelf over a refpedable province, may fa- 
tisfy rulers that tranquility cannot be relied on, 
unlefs the will of the people be regarded, their 
complaints attended to, and their affections pre- 
ferved. That the town which l^d the van, ad- 
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yanced too far beyond the main body, is iuffici* 
ently obvious. To that circumftance perhaps it 
is owing, that it failed in eflFedin<; (liil more 
important changes in national meafures. But, 
lieiv;, Minifters had little reafon to boaft. The 
people have a fund of unredreffed grievances to 
refled upon, and a Ipirit of difcontent is con- 
lequently foftered in the mod temperate bofoms. 
This may not always confine itfelf to the Nor- 
thern Counties, but ultimately infecSt the thirty 
two. 

Administration may then, have a chance 
of maintaining its authority, by the infidious 
policy of dividing the popular force : but how 
much more eafily and more honorably might 
the fame efFeft be produced, by uniting it ? The 
"worft governments ihould for their own fafety 
reftify abufes that may in time undermine 
them, as a good one will encourage the natural 
tendencies of the conditution to renovate itfelf. 
The errors of France, as a beacon, point out 
the danger of univerfal fuffrage ; but inftead of 
deterring government from a rational improve- 
ment in the reprefentative branch of our legiili- 
tuie, they ihould ftimulate them to grant, and 
the fubjefts to expe£l it. Had the Minifters of 
France made their appeal to the people in an 
earlier ftage of the Monarchy, while the public 
mind was firmly attached, as ours is, to the 
Prince and to the form of his government, tem- 
perate meafures would probably have been the 
refult. That crifis was fuffered to efcape, and 
the confequences are to be deplored by every 
friend of liberty and order, in their own coun- 
try and in the world. 
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On the whole, it were to be wiflied that from 
thefe petty broils, both government and its fub- 
jc6ls would learn to guard againft more lament- 
able convulfions, by attending to the following 
advice of Macchiavel. ** Let adminiftration 
*' and the legiflature ftudy to render themfelvcs 
•' fo much beloved and refpefted by the people, 
*' that no party fliall indulge a hope of difturb- 
*' ing them with fuccefs, or impunity : and 
*' let not a difcontented fa6^ion be too confident, 
*' that the multitude, however difaffefted, will 
*' fupport them in their enterprizes, or accom- 
" pany them in their dangers."—*' Imparino 
** pertanto i principi a vivere in maniera, e farfi 
'' in modo riverire e amare, che niuno fperi 
*' potere ammazzandoli falvarfi ; e gli altri co- 
*' nofchino quanto quel penfiero fia vano checi 
** faccia confidare troppo che una moltitudine, 
** ancora che malcontenta ne' pericoli tuoi ti 
'' feguifti o ti accompagni." 

STORIE FIORINTINE, lib. 7. 
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Dtdarattom and RefoluHcfu of the Society of United 
Iriflmennf Dublin^ adapted from tbo/e of Belfaft. 

IN the prefcn^ great aera of reform, when anjaft 
governments are falling in every quarter •f £o« 
rope ; when religious perfecution is compelled to ab- , 
jure her tyranny over confcience ; when the righc« 
of men are afcertained in theory, and that theory 
fubftantiated by pradice ; when antiquity can no 
longer defend abfurd and oppreffive forms againfi the 
common fenfe and common interefls of mankind ; 
when all government is acknowledged to originate 
frootthd people, and to be fo far only obligatory a« 
it prote^s their rights and promotes their welfare ; 
vtt think it our duty, as IriChmen, to come forward^ 
and ftate what we feel to be our heavy grievance^ 
and what we know to be its effednal remedy. 

Wb «avb ko national covbrnmbnt—— 
wft ar^ ruled by Engliihmen, and the fervants of 
£i]|gliftm^, whofe objed is the intereft of ano- 
ther country, whofe inftrument is corruption, and 
whofe llreneth is the weaknefs of Ireland ; and thefe 
men have the whole of the power and patronage of 
the country as means to feduce and fubdue the 
honelly and the fpirit of her reprefentitivei in the 

B 
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legiflature. — Such an cxtrinfic power, afting with 
uniform force in a direction too frequently oppofite to 
the true line of our obvious interefts, can be refiilcd 
with effed folely by unanimity, decifion and fpiric 
in the people,—- qualities which may be exerted moft 
legally^ conftitutipnaily and efficacioufly, by that 
great mealure eflential to the profperity and freedom 
cflrcland — an equal representation of all 

THE PEOPLE IN PARLIAMENT* 

We do not here mention as grievances, the re- 
jedion of a place-bill, — of a penfion bill,— of a re- 
Iponfibility-bill, — the fale of peerages in one houfe, 
the corruption publicly avowed in the other, — nor 
the notorious infamy of borough traffic between 
both ; — not that we are infeniible of their enormity, 
but that we confider them as but fymptoms of that 
mortal difeafe which corrodes the vitals of our icon- 
ftitution, and leaves to the people, in their own 
government, but the ihadov^ of a name^ 

Impressed with thefe fenliments, we have agreed 
to form an af^bciation, to be called The Society 
OP United Irishmei^ : and we do pledge our- 
felves to our country, and mutually to each other, 
that we will fleadily fupport, and endeavour hy all 
due means to carry into efFe^ the following reiblu- 
tions : 

I. Resolved, That the weight of £ngliih in- 
fluence in the government of this country is To great, 
as to require a cordial union among all the peo- 
ple OF Ireland^ to maintain that balance which 

'is efTential to the prefervation of our liberties and 
the extenfion of our commerce. 

II. That the fole conftitutional mode by which 
this influence can be oppofed, is by a complete and 
radical reform of the reprcfentation of the people 
in parliament. 

III. That no reform is pradicable, efficacious, 
or juft, which ihall not include Irilhmen of every 
religious perfuaiion. 
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Satisfied^ iiswtf are« that the inteftioe divi&oof 
among Irilhmen have too often given encourage* 
ment and impunity to proAigacei audacious and 
corrupt adminiilrations, in meiirures which, but for 
thefe diviiionSf they durfl not have attempted ; we 
inbmit our refolutioni to the nation as the bails of 
our political faith. 

W£ have gone to what we conceive to be the root 
of the- evil ; we have ftated what we conceive to be 
the remedy. With a parliament thus reformed, 
every thing is eafy ; without it, nothing can be done : 
And v/e do call on and mod earneitly exhort our 
countrymen in general to follow our example, and 
to form fimilar iocieties in every quarter of the king* 
dom, for the promotion of conftitutional knowledge, 
the abolition of bigotry Tn religion and politics, 
and the equal dillribution of the rights of man through 
all (t^s and denominations of Irilhmen. The people, 
when chus coUeded, will feel their own weight, 
and fecure that power which theory has already ad» 
mitted as their portion, and to which, if they be not 
aroufed by their prefent provocations to vindicate it, 
they deferve to forfeit their pretentions for bvke L 



^9 the principalinhabitants of the Town of Bilfajf^ 

GENTLEMEN, 

AS Men, and as Irishmen, we have long la- 
mented the degrading lUte of ilavery andoppreflioa 
in which the great majority of our countrymen, the 
Roman Catholics, are held — nor have we la- 
mented it in filence — we wifh to fee all diftindions 
on account of religion aboliOied — all narrow, par- 
tial maxims of policy done away. We anxioufly 
wilh to f^e the day when every Irishman ihali be a 
citizen — when Catholics and Protellants, equally 
interefted in their Country's welfare, pofTeffing equal 
freedom and equal privileges, (hall be cordially^ 
UNITED, and fhail learn to look' upon each otlier 
as brethren, the children of the fame God, the 
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satives of the fame land — and when the only itlHfe 
mmongft them ihall be—who ihall iervc their conn-^ 
try beft. Thefe, gentlemen^ are oar fentiments^ 
and thefe we are convinced are yours. 

We, therefore, requeil a general meeting of the 
principal inhabitants at the town-houfe, on Satur- 
day next, at noon, to coniider of the propriety of 
a Petition to Parliament, in favour of our Roman 
Catholic Brethren. 

We are/ Gentlemen, 

your moil obedient Servants, 

Robert Getty 
Janfes Hyndman 
Robert Major 
Walter Crawford 
Sam. M' Murray 
Thos. Brown 
John Bankhead 
Ifaac Patton 
j: Campbell White 
J. S. Fergufon 
John Todd 
Richd. McClelland- 
John M*Connei 
John M*Clcan 
And. M*Clean 
Thoj. Afli 
John Caldwell^ 



Robert Thompfon 
Thomas Sinclaire 
Robert Simms 
Gil. M^Ilveen, jun. 
Thomas MiUiken 
Samuel Neilfon 
Samuel M'Tier 
Hu. M'llwain 
Wm. M'Cleery 
Wm. Tennent 
Wm. Magcc 
Wm: Simms 
Robert Gall well 
Hu. Montgomery 
John McDonnell 
Henry Haflett 
David Bigger 
*John Haflctc 



Thos. Neilfon 
Thos. M'Donnell 
Robert Hunter 
Thos. M'Cabc 
Wm. Martin 
Jas. M'Cormick 
James Luke 
James M'Kain 
Ham. Thompfon 
Hu. Johnfon 
Chrift. Strong 
George Wells 
James Stephcnfon 
Sam. M»Clean 
John Graham 
Wm. Brvfon 
John Tifdall 
Hugh Crawford 



AT a Meeting of the Belfast Reading Soci* 
ITY, January 27, 1792, the following refolutions 
were unanimoufly agreed to : 

I. Resolved, 1 hat civil and religious liberty 
is the birth-right of every human being j that Go- 
vernments were formed to fecure them in the pof- 
feflion of this right, and thatilates fhould be regu- 
lated fo as to protcft them in the exercife of it. 

If. That doArines of faith, and modes of wor- 
fliip can neither give nor take away the rights of 
^en I becaufe opinion is not the objed of governs 
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ment ; becanfe the mode of expreffing religiosi 
worfhip ihould be left to the jodgmentox God« and 
the decifion of confcience ; and hecaufe perfecution, 
however it be difguifed^ is deftru6live of the equali- 
ty of men, and the moft facred laws of nature. 

IIL That while we rejoice with every virtoous 
and enlightened mind, at the rapid progrefs which 
thefe principles have lately made, and the illofirious 
events to which their happy influence have given 
birth — events, which are the proudeft boaft of hu- 
man nature, and which will fupply hiflory with or- 
naments unknown to former ages ; — it is with inex- 
preilible regret that we behold their circumfcribed 
operation in this our native land* 

IV. That Ireland can never deferve the name of 
a free ftate, while a great majority of her inhabi*- 
tants enjoy the rights of citizens in fo partial a 
manner; while they are totally governed by the 
will of others ^ in a word, while they are unjuftly 
excluded from all fliare in (he making and the ad- 
miniHration of the laws under which they live. 

V. In fine, it is our moil fervent wilh, that the 
nation would call for their deliverance, with a voice 
fo temperate as to excite no tumult, fo affedionatc 
as to conciliate the hearts of all, but fo united, 
and fo powERFuir as to carry con vidion to every 
fource of legiflation. 

Resolved, That the above refblutions be pub- 
iifhed in the Belfaft Papers. 

JAMES M'CORMICK, Chairman, 



• BELFAST MEETING, 
ON THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ^ESTION. 

JANUARY 2i^. 17^2. 

IN coniequence of a requiiition, figned by fifty-* 
three inhabitants, for a meeting of this town, to 
coniideref (he propriety of a Petition toParliameni, 
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IN BIMALF OF THS ROMAN CaTHOLICS OP 

Ireland — the greateft afTembly was held this day 
that we ever recoiled here, if we except the Cele- 
bration of the French Revolution, on the i^th of 
Jaly laft. As the nnmbers that appeared coo id noc 
be accommodated in the Town -ho ufe, an adjourn- 
ment took place from thence to the New Meeting-' 
Houfe, the galleries and ground floor of which, 
tho* yery exteniive» were much crouded. 

The Rbvd. Sinclare Kelburn was called 
unanimoufly to the chair, in which fituation he 
prefided with the utmoft propriety ; and, by a 
Knowledge of the roles obferved in all regulated po* 
pular aiiemblies, he procured perfcd order and 
regularity. 

Mr. John Holmis, after a prefatory fpecch in 
favour of a liberation of the Roman Catholics, from 
the impolitic and ruinous Tyftem of penal la\A^s, and 
from their other incapacities, moved for the ap*- 
pointment of a Special Committee, in order to 
draw up fuch a Petition to Parliament as would pro- 
bably produce an unanimous vote, .and unite the 
whole inhabitants of this town in one general fup- 
plicatien in behalf of their brethren or the Catho- 
lic perfuafion ; — and further, that it ihould be an 
inilruftion to that Committee to make the following 
words THE prayer of the Petition-— the preamble 
and body of the Petition to be modelled according 
to the fpirit and meaning of the Prayer : 

*' We therefore pray, that the Legiflature may 
*' be pleafed to repeal, /rem time to Hme, and as 
** /peedily as the circumftances of the country, and 
** the general njuelfare of the njuhole kingltom nuill 
** permit i* all penal and restrictive ftatutes at 
** prefent in exiftence againil the Roo^^n Catholics 
*' of Ireland ; and that they may thus be reftored 
** to the rank and confequence of Citizens, in e^ery 
** particular.** 

* That part of the prayer marked in JtidUi^ ihews what 
was afterwards expuBj;ed by a majority. 
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Which motion was feconded by Dr. Hali^ay ; 
but the firft clabfe of it« for the appointment of a 
Committee, was afterwards dropt. 

Doctor White afked^ if it was meant by the 
mover, to extend all priirifeges to Roman Catholics, 
as the paper jaft read feemed to be in fome decree 
doabtful, from the manner in which it was worded. 
on that point. 

Aftkr fome debate, the mover explained, that 
the repeal of the '* restrictive ftatutes" was 
meant Jto apply to every fpecies of prefent legal 
difabilitiei, even to that which deprives them of 
the eledive and other franchifes, inclafive ; — thefe 
difabilities to be done away, not ioftantaneoufly, 
but gradually, from time to time, as the circum- 
ftsmces of the country may warrant. 

Mr. Robert Thomson, in a deliberate and 
well- con neded fpeech, fraught with that found 
knowledge and cool difquiiition which diftinguilh 
him as a fpeaker, oppofed the words of the 

motion. He expreiZed the very great regard 

he had for the refpedable gentlemen who made 
^nd ieconded the motion, and his regret in dif- 
fering from either* He faid his mind had been long 
jnade up on the preient queilion. It was one to whick 
he had paid con£derable attention, and he was clear* 
ly of opinion that the Catholic body ought to be 
reftored fully to all the rights of citizens — but as h« 
Jcnew feveral gentlemen differed from him, and 
as it had always been his anxious wifh to preferv^ 
unanimity in the town, and as he thought an appli- 
-cation on the prefent fubjedl would come with more 
weight if agreed to without a difTenting voice ; he 
iiad taken the liberty to draw up a ihort peticion* 
which he hoped would embrace the idea of every 
man in the houfe ; and he hoped the gentleman who 
Jielitated about granting ail their rigifts to Catholics 
at once, wooldfee that he had conceded con fiderably^ 
in order to take away every ground of objedion; 
«^ith their leave he would read ic« 
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TV the Right Honourable and HinoumhUf tff. 
The Humfcle Petition of, &c. 
Sheweth, 

•• That Petitioners have long lamented the ftaie 
of degradation and flavery in which the great ma- 
jorities of their countrymen, the Roman Catholics 
are held, by a multitude of laws, creating incapa- 
cities and inflidting penalties numorroos and fevere. 

*! That Petitioners conceive it not only unjuft in 
its principle, but in its operation highly injurious, to 
the trade, commerce and induilry, and to the gene* 
ral profperity of Ireland, that the great body of 
the people fhould longer continue to be thus 
aggrieved. 

•' Petitioners, therefore humbly pray that* 
this Honourable Houfe may take into ferious conii- 
deration the cafe of the Roman Catholics, and grant 
them relief.'* ' 

After many compliments to the Roman Catho- 
lics, and endeavouring to prove that they deferved 
and were capable of Enjoying the bleffings of liber- 
ty, as perfons of their perfuafion were thofe who 
obtained Magna Charta, and who obliged James, 
when in this kingdom, to give the royal adent to 
feveral bills of the firit importance to the ConHituti- 
on of Ireland — he entered into a particular enume- 
ration of the grievances of this long infulted nation. 
He (hewed the indifpcnfible necefljty of an imme- 
diate reform in a houfe of nominal reprefentatives, 
in which the voice of the people was fcldom heard, 
and feldomer attended to. A houfe held under 
Englifh influence ; returned by venial boroughs, 
and no longer expreffive of, or governed by, the 
public 'will. That meafures, replete with tvery 
good to the land which it fhould reprefent, were 
daily propofed to it, and as often fcoutedin diidain ; 
— that the juft wilhes of the pedple were treated 
with contempt — and that without an union of its 
inhabitants no reform need ever be propofed, as nonb 
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ivkhout it ever could be ^ffe£ted. He liere Teemed 
to glance at the feveral in fiances in the lafl and 
former feffions, of rejecting almoft every good bill 
oiFered by the few who can be faid to have adually 
conflicuents in our Hoafe of Commons. The re- 
fufal of a place, penfion^ and refponfihility bill ; the 
refufal of an enquiry into the fale of the peerage, 
and the purchafe of feats in another houfe with the 
money which bought thefe honours ; the refufal of 
every bill for amending the reprefenfation ; and, in 
ihort, of ^\^ry other which had for its obje^ the re- 
generation of the conflitntion, now become^ thro* 
the lapfe of time, mutilated, infirm, and calculated 
\iy the corruption of the beft principles to fap the 
vital fpirit of free government. After inveighing 
with much and deferved feverity aeainfl the vile 
trade of roc ten boroughs, he remarked that even 
the virtue of Ireland in 1782, with an armed hoft 
at its back, might not have effefled what was called 
a free confiitution 'y without the very fupport of thofc 
borough mongers who ehilave the land, and who 
added their force to that of the people, for the mere 
|)urpofe of enhancing the value of their feats, which 
they buy and fell like any article of commerce. He 
entered largely into a detail of the deceptions prac- 
tifed by government to difuoite the kingdom ; to 
feparate the Proteftant from the Catholic ; the Ca- 
tholic from the Proteftant Diffenter, whofe religioug 
principles it is well known are at leafl ns tolerant as 
thofe of any other fedt, and whofe political ones are 
thofe which have repeatedly drawn a worn-out confti- 
tution back to its firft principles, particularly at the 
Revolution ; fhortly prior to which the fun of iiber- 
, ty had fet apparently to rife no more. He told the 
aflembly that it was a fad which had fallen within 
Ijis own knowledge eight years ago, about the time 
of the volunteer convention, that for near a century 
paft, when the Roman Catholics (then weighed 
down with the vilefl reftridipns, £nCe in « confidora* 
C 
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ble degree done away) applied to government for 
redrefsj that the common reply, was an expreiEon of 
wilUngnefs to grant them relief ; but that no peti- 
tion cottld be preferred in their behalf from the 
Souths which would not be anfwered from the 
North ; and that nothing could be conceded to their 
wiihes by the governing powers without producing 
a general weaknefs of the kingdom, by rifings or 
rebellions among the Prefbyterians of the North. 
That this delufive trick was now paft, and that we 
ihould therefore come forward and form an alliance 
of power and a community of interefl with our Ca-^ 
tholic brethren ; as a conceflion to juflice, and as 
the certain mean of effedling tytry good purpofe 
which, without them, we have long fought for ix^ 
vain. He concluded an addrefs which the Editor ^ 
regrets his not being able to follow thro' all its parts, 
by moving an expungement of the words afFe£ling 
tie time of the repeal of ever> peoal and cwtxy re- 
llridive fiatute ; in order to declare a wi(h that the 
reiloration of all the rights of Roman Catholics 
ihould be immediate and unlimited. With 
much emphafis he aiked, to whom were we to fub- 
mit the point of from time to time, when the Catholics 
were to be liberated ? Was it to Lord Lieutenants 
and their Secretaries ? Was it to Parliament, in 
which the voice of the people was raifed in vain P^— 
After a variety of arguments, in which he drew too 
jufl a picture of the wretched flate of this country^ 
in confequence of our being totally deprived of an 
adequate reprefentation, founded on innumerable 
iniiances of our being governed by an Engliih infla* 
ence, his motion was made for the expunging of the 
following words in the prayer of the petition pro- 
pofed by Mr. Holmes — " from time to time, and as 
*' fpeedily as the circumflances of the country ^nd 
^' the i^eneral welfare of the whole kingdom will 
'/ permiiu*' 



k 
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Doctor White faid« it is now necelTary to go 
more at large into the fabje^^ as it appears we are 
not likely to agree without doing To. 

In difcaffing quelHons relative toconftitntional go- 
vern men t^ it is neceifary to lay down feme principles, 
ia which we fhall all agree ; to. reafon and draw 
iconclofions from, and to take ftridt care chat our 
conclafions or inferences may be legitimate : I there* 
fore proceed to fay that every man contributing by 
his ingenuity and induHry to the well-being of any 
flate, lias a right to a voice in the government of hit 
country ; ana as it would be impoffible that each 
member of a date could be judiciouily employed, as 
a legiflator, that bufinefs muft be tran faded by de- 
legation ; he therefore is neceffitated to unite witk 
hiis diilrift to chufe a reprefentative. « 

If fo far I am right, we cannot avoid concluding, 
that no member of any iiate contributing by his la- 
bour, his learning, or his ingenuity, to the fup- 
port and well being of his country, can equitably 
be debarred from a fliare in the legiflation of his 
country, perfonally, or by a reprefentative. 

Whobvbr is deprived of this right, is certainly a 
flave in a political point of view, and cannot be faid 
to poffefs 9ny control over, or defence againil, laws, 
bv which his life, liberty, and property may be 
ihridgtd or taken away. 

If thefe opinions are founded, of which there is 
no doubt, it would ieem extraordinary that a pro- 
fclHon of any particular fyftem of religion (bould be 
a fufficient pretext for exclufion from civil privileges; 
as if a confcientious difcharge of a man's duty to 
God, (and confcientious muic have been that of the 
Catholics, as it is in the teeth of their temporal in* 
terefl,) was a fit caufe of exclufion from civil rights. 
I ihould be rather inclined to believe that it was the 
drongeft inducement to believe he was highly qnali- 
fied for the exercife of civil virtues. 

It has been often alleged, and for a long time 
believed, that the profei&on of the Catholic religion. 
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and a belief in itsdoftrines, were incompatible with 
good citizenlhip ; many inftances to the <:ontrary 
maybe quoted in the hillory of our own coantry; 
to the Catholics we are obliged for trial by jary, for 
the inftitotion of parliaments^ our right of popular 
impeachment, and for Magna Charta ; and our Ca- 
tholic neighbours of France have given as a luminous 
Tiew of their capacity in forming a government 
eminently calculated for the eflabliihment and pre- 
fervation of civil right and equal liberty. 

Historical records fupply us with innumerable 
fsL&s, ihewing in the cleared manner, that the pro- 
feilion of the Roman Catholic religion was by no 
means incompatible with the duties of a good legifla- 
tor. A Roman Catholic Parliament, in the reign of 
Henry IV. 1 390, thought it necefTary to pafs a par- 
ticular ad againft the Pope's bull ratifying the 
ilatutes of Shrewfbury, becaufe it was founded on a 
principle oppofite to, and fubverfive of the rights 
of the people ; it was therefore declared that the 
kingdom of England was independent of all foreign 
power, particularly of the court of Rome, and that 
the Pope had no right to interfere in the civil govern- 
ment of the realm. 

Arb we not then to fuppofc that if fuch was the 
condudl of Catholics in fuch early uninformed 
ilages of fociety, that the accumulated light and 
information of feme countries, will have iimilar and 
equal effedts in increafing their liberality and infor- 
mation, to what it has produced on their Proteftanc 
brethren. — Men of fcienfcc and literature are nu- 
merous, very numerous of that religious perfuafion ; 
and the abilities and confequence of members en- 
gaged in every department of commerce arc fecond 
to none of their country-men. Independent of a 
principle of juftice, which muft be allowed to be the 
leading feature in the bufinefs ; our intereft ellen- 
tially demands it. I am well convinced that while 
Catholics are excluded from a (hare in legiflation, 
that great deiideratum, a parliamentary reform will 
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be foaght for in vain ; is ic likely that fuch partial 
application as can be made by the Proteflants of Ire- 
land, compared to the great body of the people, 
will be properly attended to? certainly not; bat 
the united and determined voice of Ireland muft be 
heard, and will be attended to, in fuch manner ai 
an application of four millions deferve ; and, even 
in our prefent circumilances, if Catholics were 
allowed franchifes on the fame terms as Proteftaots^ 
it would be attended witif*the moil happy effeds. 

It is faid they are more ignorant than the Protef- 
tants : of this I have doubts, in fo far as eledive 
franchife, iimilar to that which the Proteilants en- 
joy, would operate ;'and I mull pofitively deny the 
concltiiion, as I think upon the flighted coniideration 
ofthefubjeft, the ufe and power of eleftive fran- 
chiie, and the occafional intercourfe with their fel- 
low eleftors, and their reprefentatives, with the 
feeling naturally arifing from the rank and im- 
portance they hold in the Hate, will have a power- 
ful and immediate effect in improving their under- 
Handing and giving them proper views of their civil 
rights. 

But I would beg of the warmeft oppofer of the 
cnfranchifement of Catholics to give me a rational 
and fincere reafon, for the great body of the Catho- 
lics of Ireland, a6ling in oppofition to the intereft of 
the ftate. 

The Catholic religion is by no means fo adverfe 
to the ufe and inrprovements of the human under- 
flanding as to render it unfit for the management of 
the common occurrences of life ; on the contrary, 
the profeflbrs of that religion have rendered them- 
feives highly confpicuous in every department of li- 
terature ; and I believe it may be allowed that the/ 
are nearly at the head of every fcience, and hav« 
been for a feries of time. May we not then fuppofc 
that even in the redemption of forfeited eftates, if 
fuch an abfurdity could be conceived, they would 
purfue maxims of policy fimilar to thofe held out 
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by our Protellant delegates in their attempts to pr(^- 
duce a parliamentary reform, viz. to recompence^ 
or rather decidedly to porchafe, corrupt boroughs 
from their patrons or proprietors of property (u I 
may he allowed the expreffion), unknown to oar 
condicution and on known to our laws i yet thefe re- 
formers purposing to have as few obftrodioos as pof*- 
jBble to an adequate parliamentary reform, were fatif- 
£ed to facrifice the national purfe, to purchafe the 
afTent of venal citizens, certainly on the principle 
of its having for a number of years been fappofed 
as private property. 

You have hitherto exerted yourfclvcs, and con- 
tributed to the prefent improved (late of the conliti* 
tution of your country, in the capacity of citizens 
and voluoteers, and have frequently in your applica* 
lion to your governors^ and in your appeal to your 
brethren, with your mouths prophaned the word 
petkple^ by ufing their name when their will or opi- 
nion was not confulted : I conjure you then to look 
upon the men of Ireland, without rcfped to religi- 
ous profeiTion, a$ your brethren entitled to equal 
rights and pi-ivileges : then may you without profana- 
tion or inconiiftency, ufe the word people, in its 
hone{l and comprebeniive fenfe ; and then may you 
boldly adopt what ihould be the fentimeat of ever/ 
good citizen— ^^/*/ Fopuli Suprtma Lex. 

He was followed by Dr. Haliday, a gentleman 
who has been looked up to in this place, for near 
half a century, with veneration and refpedt^ as the 
ftcady afTertor of the people's rights on every occa- 
fion ; as one who ranks among the highe£» as a 
profedional man, and unites the profound fcholar 
with the fine gentleman. He profeflcd his early de- 
teHstion 6^ the penal code of laws, which was held 
as a fcourge over the heads of our Catholic brethren 
— and many years back ardently wiilied to fee them 
«icne away. But he would not grant that nothing 
renlii be obtained, without the co-operation of the 
Koman Catholics of Ireland — becaufc, within i^b 
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raemory, a ^reat deal bad beea. He reverted to a 
period, perhaps antecedent to the recolled^ion of 
any man in that aiTembly, except himielf, the year 
1753 ;-— thiit year in which the latent fpark of ^ee* 
4oni in this coniktry wa4 fanned into a flame* that 
afterwards illaminated the whole kingdom^ and 
turned its attention to its rights, after that loa^ 
feafbn of depreffion^ which Succeeded the ineffec- 
tual/ tho* glorious efforts of the immortal Molit* 
jTBtfx. Prom that pericyd he traced the progref&ve 
Taccefles of public virtue, down thro' their feverai 
ftages, to the prefent da^. This fpace comprehended 
the rendering of our Parliaments odeonial, in 1768, 
inftead of depending for their termination on tbt 
life of a King, and confequeutly giving it the power 
of a tyranny for that undecided daracion-^the re- 
covery of our right to freedom of trade in 1779 — 
and die reftoration of Ireland to imperial dignity ia 
1782, by eftablifliing the independency of its crowa 
and of its legiflatnre.^^That all thife^ and many 
fubordinate meafures, were eflfected njifitbout their 
interference; and chat, therefore, he could never 
grant that nothing cwld be efe^ed without thtit 
aid ; a» all we had gained was gained without their 
weighty in any one inftance, being thrown into the 
fcale. That he did not the lefs deplore the ftate 
of uttjuft degradation into which they had, in le(s 
enlightened times, been plunged ; and hoped for 
every juft conceflion, as much as he fhould fear the 
cfttiks of immediate and perfeS emancipation,^ in a 
moment. He fhould regrec that fuch an attempt 
were made before the time was ripe for it ; before 
the one great body was ready to grant, in an inilant, 
or the other was prepared or qualified to receive^-^ 
That before that day could arrive, when the eman- 
cipation coftld in e'uery refpe^ be compliU, much in- 
formation fhould pervade the general mafs, which 
at prefent its loweft claffes were divefled of. That 
the influence of the Prieflhoo<i[ over the minds of 



( i6 ) 

tke laity muft be confiderably redaced, before wc 
could wick truth fay, that an extenfion, to all their 
luody, of eledive fianchife, would encreal'e the vir- 
tual bafis of eledtion That the lights of education, 
loD^ withheld, fhould firft diiFufe among them their 
£uippy effedls — teach them the independency of the 
liuman mind —and the nature, as well a^ the value, 
of thofe bleiTmgs which a free conilitution can alone 
bcftow.v Till that period arrive, receiving as elec- 
Cors the 'whole ma/s of that unijiflruded body, would 
be' dangerous both to themfelves and to us, and 
would not ultimately tend to the interefls of either. 

Mr. Robert Getty.— It fcems the extenfion 
•f the ele^ive franchife to our Roman Catholic bre- 
thrien, is the great objection to the prayer of the 
petition laH read. 

It fhould be remembered, that the law depriving 
chem of this liberty, was made after the commence- 
ment of this century. That they enjoyed in as full an 
extent as the Protcftants do now this right, for a 
feries of time after the Revolution, without danger to 
the efiabliihment ; and that then their ignorance wa^ 
BOt more noticed than that of the other fubjeds of the 
fcingdom. But, Mr. Chairman, the fa6l is, we found 
them then equally enlightened as ourfelves, and our 
penal laws have been the caufe of that ignorance 
ib much lamented, which adually has debafed their 
nature, and by continuing them, we continue their 
ignorance. 1 he power of their clergy has been much 
talked of, and it is what many liberal and good 
men much fear. It has been remarked by a cele- 
brated writer, that where ever we find people pro- 
foundly ignorant, therje the Minillers of their rer 
ligion have over them a mighty influence; I there- 
fore fay^ that you effect a moft deferable reform in 
this -particular, by difpelling that ignorance which 
will inevitably produce thatefFedi ; and no men at this 
moment in the (late, are more averfe to the relaxa- 
tions fpoken of> than the Priefls, as they dread the 
decay of their own power, over the uninformed 



( >7 ) 

inlnds of the prefent race of Roman CatholIcs^ ,lt^ 
ikid a few words more on the ufe of contcfted elec* 
tions, which by bringing people together in namberi^ 
have a tendency of increafin^ their knowledge of 
pnblic aiFairs> by communication of fentiment; and 
this body of our countrymen in thfcir prefent fitua« 
tion, have no opportunity of uiing fach advan^ 
teges, 

Mr. Le Blanc, (a tambour^worker) began hy fay- 
ing he was " a foreigner by birth, but a citizen of the 
world by principle," and delivered a very animated 
fpeech in favour of the amendment. He concluded 
with a declaration, that it appeared a little ridiculous 
fo him, to fee a town confifting of 20,000 inhabitantt 
deliberating about granting rights to others^ who tad 
no rights thtm/ehvet. 

Doctor Bruce faid, he frequently had reafoii 
to regret, that the more immediate duties and avo* 
cations of life prevedted Kis attending the meet** 
ings of this town as a citizen, or contributing tht 
aid of an hunible individual in matters of public^ 
moment as {hey aroft. 

Born in a free country^ nurtured in the earlied 
love and admiration of the principles of liberty^ 
and inheriting equally by defcent ail by religious 
profedion, a (ieady littachment to every human 
right \ he fliould once have conildered it impoffible 
to find hic^felf in the fituation in which he flood 
there that day. To take that fide which could oil 
any queftion be conftrued into iht teaft liberal, is a 
predicament that he fliould not have conceived any 
train of events could have placed hini in. How* 
ever, when he ob/erved around him a number of 
the firft characters in this town, profefling fentiments 
fimilar to his own ; many of thofe who had givca 
dignity to its fbrmei' deliberations ; and whofe n^mes 
a long feries of public virtue has taught the mo^ 
diftant parts of this kingdom to contemplate with 
veneration — he felt the higheft eonfolation he coul^ 
receive, after the approving tcHidiony of his ow4 

mindtf 

D 
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'WfiRB liis icntimcnts (he faid) rcfpeOing tte 
lloman Catholics of Ireland generally ktiown in 
this afferobly, it were unneceflary to iScrt that rhetr 
gt-adiial admiffion to civil franchize> ahd an aboli- 
tion of the many nnjuft and impolitic penal laws 
Hill in Torce againft them^ are not with faitn the 
traniietit fabjefts of a day, httt had long had his 
xnoH ferious attention, and warmed approbation.— *• 
The experience of every year added confidence *a 
his opinion, that this country without a coalition of 
Its inhabitants, can never pqfflefs that conieqncnce 
in the fcale of empire to wiiich its numbers fiiooid 
Entitle it. 

He faid, that when he heard, at of late he had 
often done, the TtiG»Ts of man pleaded in their 
abftra£i fenfe, as that line from which not the fmali- 
eil deviation i$ in pra£lice to be made-; when he 
found them adduced as an argument for an ini(a&€ 
transfer of power from one body of the people to 
another— deipiirng every caution in the Hnnie of 
granting it, anrrd xt^vt^ftU of the paft hiftory t)f 
the country, its prefent condition, or the xxvtx^^ gc-* 
nius of its infhabitants ; he muft eilentially diver 
from men; the purity of whx^fe intentivns- he might 
admire, but the precipitancy of whofe meafarcs h^ 
inuft regret. 

Did the nature of fo large a meeting admit ^ 
general and intimate acquaintance with ancient and 
modern republics, of the feveral ftate^ which liavc 
IBourrflied in their turns at different periods of the 
World ; he might, on the teftimony of hiftory, defy 
ihe advocates for fuch extravagant opinions to pro- 
duce a fingle inftance in which the mere abftf»ft 
theory of rjghts, the perfed equality of men, were 
ever, in forming the bafis of any government, ftri6k* 
ly applied. 

■ America, fluflied with tonqueft, and rifing tri- 
umphantly from the ftroke of defpotic power, with- 
<^ut any thing to controul h^t deliberaxiont on the 
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tftablifiimentt of as perfed frecdofli as wifdom cdtM 
devife — never faffered her felf to be borne away by 
iogenioHs re&nemencs, nor to lofe the attainment of 
€vcTy pra£Ucable good^ in the vaia purfuit of ideal. 
FjiANCE^ after tearing tip her ancient govern^ 
nent by its roots* deilroying hereditary honors, and 
reducing the lofty fabric of a long eilablilhed hierar- 
ehy, never entertained the wiih <» moulding its nev 
conftrtatioQ on the rights of men in ibt ahftraB.-^ 
Had it done lb, ferfins, not property ^ had been ex* 
clulively reprefented ; but in the French confticu* 
fion property as well as per/oms, is a bafis of reprc* 
ien-tation. 

If we follow, witbont reftri^lion, the theory of 
Kaman rights, where will it lead us? in its princi- 
ple it requires the admiilion of luomen, of perfon$ 
nnder age, and of paupers, to fufrage at elections ;. 
to places of ofice and truft, and as meabers o£ 
both Houfes of Parliament. 

He found himfelf warranted, therefore^ in fayr 
rng, that, tho* adiuated by as much philanthropy 
' towards his Roman Catholic brethren as any other 
man, and poiTeffing as iincere a wiih for their eman« 
cipation — it was impoffible for him to join in the 
wi(h to throw open to them in a moment the iburces 
of power ; without a derdi^diion of every principle 
of prudence and good fcnfe. That portion of the 
Irtfii community being fo much greater than the 
reft, a full extenfion of the rights tf man- would at 
one ftroke, without any previous illumination of 
their minds by education, without any preparation 
on either fide, transfer every, power of gi^verjimeot, 
from the moft to the leaft tolerant, from ;he moft to 
the leaft enlightened pan of the ftate-^-from the 
Proteftants to the Ronian Catholics of Ireland. From 
their comparative nuni^bers fuch would be the im* 
mediate effect ; nor can any one, maintaining the 
^bftra<ft queftion of right, deny that this is aa iii^*> 
|i:)c4iate refult from the principle. 
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til Aid that no man would a^Tert that the Roman 
Catholics (taking them in fhe aggregate) are in theiv 
^refent ftate as well informed, or as capable of hold- 
ing the reins of government with wifdom and 
snoderatioQ, as the rrpteftants. The former from 
the nature of things, mud feel reftraint and ill 
liumoar in confequence of ancient prejudices, and 
continued oppreifibq. Thefe will require time tQ 
fubfide» and may be beft removed by ^ gradual ex- 
tenfion of immunities ; which will at the fame time 
have a doubly happy tffc€t, by eradicating Proteilanc 
as well as Catholic prejudices^ and preparing the on/Q 
to grant freely from a£Fe£lion, what the oilier ma/ 
then be better qualified to receivet* 

That great and immediate changes are not often 
defirable even in matters pf lef$ consequence. Thac 
tp individuals in private life, they ar^ fejdom pro^ 
dn6Uve of happincis : to nations^ they prove frc-^ 
qnently ruinous. 

THAt a moment'^ reHe^iop migl^t cpnvince any 
man, that innumerable unfprefeen and dangerousi 
^t&B, leading to ^umult and confulion, might be 
expedied from a revolution pf power fo conduficd. 
To enter into (o wide a field would exceed thi^ 
limited time of the meeting — He cpuld no( however, 
avoid briefly touching on a ppint wfiich ha^ natural- 
ly led to much difcuflion--its poilible confequcnces 
refpedling the poufeitsd istates in this country. 

The ppint of rigM^ in refuming ^hofeeftates feemi 
to be abfolute : nor would there, fuppofins a com- 
plete transfer of power to the Roman Catnolics, be, 
any bair to it, except the right whi^h conjueft has 
given to thp prefent proprietors ; a kind of right now 
jttftly explode^d and which would, in the cafe alluded 
tp be little refpefled. 

The treaty pf liimericl: cannot a^edk the right ; 
for a lingle garrifpn cpuld npt capitulate fpr a whole 
kingdom, nor bind it for ever.--rLaws and char- 
ters cannot invalidate it ; becaufe made by a'fmal\ 
\}i^y$ nnd^r direction from a foreign country^ m(i 



ciiitig what wouIq then be deemed nfurped aaihontjT. 
ConAder how thefe forfeitures were incurred. — Id 
defending the coontry againft foreign oppreilion, 
in Queen Elizabeth's reign ;— r-in the plantation of 
Ulftcr, by James the firft ; — Jhe grants of lands tp 
Cromvt ell's Captains, which viould be impeachable 
leven on Englifii refteration principles ; — the for* 
/eitures under James the 2d, the lawful King of 
Ireland, ^ghting 4t the head of his people again ft a 
a Dutchman, whofe claim, even to the Englilh 
Crown, was a flifputed election — none at all to the 
Irijb Crown, except the old law, that both coun* 
tries (houid have the (fame King, which would 
Scarcely ^pplyt and would certainly be ki afide, in 
cafe of a rupture with England* |f fuch change of 
power came aboat without any tumult or hoftilities. 
It is pofiible that dill the higher orders might ad froni 
a principle of rigbt^ in claiqciing their -eiiates; the 
iPricfts, and the lower clafles, from bigotry, pride 
of power aqd clanihip. But fis there r^vt&j in chd 
coorfe of inch a revolution, i^eceOarily be fome irri- 
tation » perhaps ^xafperation^ thi^ would render a 
change of property, with a change of power, the 
more likely ;-*rif a conliderahlc body of the Protef- 
tanti of rank an4 fortune resiled the revolution, it 
inight be looked on as certain. If titles could not 
|>e prodiiced, but only a ilrona probability of ancient 
right conld be made out, they might call on the 
prefect pofrefi*prs to produce fkfir titles; the very 
produdlipn of which would edal^liibi inftead of 
weakening, the old claims, by reciting that the 
lands in queilion had been taken from fqch a|id fucfa^ 
perfqns^ for fuch and fuch caufes, in the very a^ 
pf defending the gpvefnmeq^ an4 the r^li^ion o^ 
their anceftor^. 

With every defire to ^cc^Icratc ^hc day of thei 
complete enfranchifement of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland, but Convinced, that in a matter of fuch 
{mi^enfe ^lagnitude, a gradual and progreJivM 
fl^an^e is the moil defirable /the onl^ pratiicabi< 
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one) and equally the intcreft of al% — lie faid h% 
iruft fupport the addrefs, as originally moved by Mr. 
Holmes, praying that the repeal may be ** from 
" time to time, ami as fpetflily as the circumft antes tf 
** the country, and the ijoelfare of the ^tihoie kingdom 
** luill permit *^ 

Considering himfclf called opon as a moralifV, 
a citizen, gnd a divine, he advened, with irrefiftible 
force of argument, to the influence which he con- 
ceived a confiderable part of the meeting might zSi 
cndcr, in confequence of a teft taken by them in 
the fociety of United Iriflimen.— Aa this part of 
his fpeech has been the fubjeft of fome cpnverfation, 
we Should not, in a matter of nice difcuflion, think 
ourfclves warranted in going into it without being 
able, very nearly, to follow the ^ords of the Speaker ; 
efpecially as this topic has fince been fully difcufled, 
[See Stridlures on the Oath pf the United Iriihrnen ii| 
ihis vol.] 

Mr. Neilson faid, he meant only to notice one 
oint of the very long and extraneous fpeech they 
ad juil heard, namely, that which alluded to the 
Society of United Irilhmen ; a fociety of which he 
was proiid to acknowledge himfelf a member. The 
learned gentleman had, he faid, gone far out of his 
way indeed to attack that fqciety and its teft : but tq 
what did this teil go? to union and confequent re- 
form. Can any advancement in knowledge, any 
change of circumftance, render union ?nd reform 
improper? But the gentlenian has refuted himfelf | 
^e has attacked all tefts, and yet the very firft ftep 
taken by that afTembly, which he has fo properly 
itiled enlightened, when they fet abput framing 
their confti^ution, was to take a teft. While the 
sentl^man fpeaks from mifinformation, as it appear^ 
|ie has done on the prefent point, the fbcieties ar^ 
eqi^ally heedlefs of his praife as regardlefs pf hi$ 
^enfure. 

Dr. White faid, it was little to be cxpcded 
(h^( agendem^n fro|ii his earliest infanc^^ nurture^ 
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mud brOdglit tip -wiA the moft liberal idea^ of cml 
and rdigioos liberty » which he faid he was proud U3 
boaft of, and at the fame time a Mioiiler of the 
Gofpel, profeffing diflent from all fubfcriptions* 
creeds or confefllons of faith, fhoald yet incline to 
lieny the ejlercife of the right of private judgment^ 
in matters of religionp to brethren, withottt fubjediii^ 
them to the penalties of civil incapacities. Sack 
dodrines might have been expend from the mi- 
sifters of a diffirrent charch, whole abilities hsLve 
often been proftiioted in inculcating even from the 
|>M]pit the exploded dodrines of paffive obedience 
and non-refi^nce^ but that fuch opioioos very ill 
become a Proteftant DilTeAting Miniller, at ihe pre- 
lent enlighteaed aera. 

Ma. Samuel Mg« Tibr faid^ that be thoa^ht 
the Society of United Iriihmen, very improperly in- 
ttod^iced : iie had the bonour of belonging to that 
body, had taken the tefl» but thought himfelf at 
liberty to vote as he pleafed* 

Da. M'DoNKiLL obferved, that this Ihauld rat^ 
tber be confidered as a m^ral^nd religious^ than a po^ 
litical quelbon. He had .been con ne&ed both by t\mi 
ties of friendlhip and of blood with fevcral Roinaii 
Catholic gentlemen, both at home. and abroad ; he 
coald find nothing in their political or religious opi- 
nions to prevent their being good ckisens : he had 
been accudomed from his earlieft infancy to hear 
thera iattered with the fame language which the 
prefent im'/r/ fttition Ir^dtlus ; this has been the Ittn* 
gaage of the Proteftant people, of the Parliament, 
and of every printed book theic forty years: •* They 
were to be liberated from time to time.** 

He obferved that this was not the 6rft period,- ia 
the hiftoryof mankind, where the fame gams had 
been played i be adverted to the late proceedings in 
'England, relative to the flave trade. The ^tuadoia 
of the African was to be meliorated ; they would 
ceafe importing him from tin>etotime, according to 
txpeditncj. He called the atttntioa of the alTcmblir 
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10 a mtft parallel example. When the SpanlaM* 
became mafters of Cuba and Hifpaniola, they ^i-» 
^deJ the people as they did their ian^s and trea-* 
lures among their officer^* Some became poflefied 
cf 800, fome of 1400 head^fftoph. — The Domini- 
can and Francifcan friars remonftrated againfi thia 
siode of enilaving the Indians. They carried their 
remonftrance to the court of Spain, (a cotirt milder 
at that time, and more alive to the feelings of ho-^ 
jaanity than otrr Parliament at prefent) their cauf«t 
was pleaded before an augaft tribunal, witneiTes 
vrere heard on both £des : they proceeded exa^lr 
as we are proceeding at this moment.*— The quei- 
txon of right to liberiy was admitted 00 the iide of 
the Indian — the queftion of expediency apjpeared 
difficult; it was at length determined^ '' they iho aid 
be liberated from time to time.'* But that time has 
sever arrived^ nor can it now ever, for there is not at 
prefent one foul exifUngin either Cuba or Hifpaniola^ 
The race of Indians is extirpated— they were extir- 
pated from time to time. Would to God therefore 
thatyoo would not join with the language of a court 
in extending her bleffings of freedom to your brethren 
by piece meal ; for what is freedom, but a jeft and 
a. farce, if its bleilings are difpenfed and received 
as the favour of kindnefs and humanity^ inllead 
ef being considered as an inheritance and as a right I 
Mr. Thomsoit . — Much has been faid of the inca« 
pacity of thofe profeffing the Roman Catholic' re« 
ligion, for the enjoyment of Ireedom^ but we feem 
to forget that the boldefl features of the Britiih con-< 
fitution were procured by Roman Catholics, and 
that to a pariiament of that perfuafion we are in- 
debted for a great outline of an Irifk conftitucion.— 
You talk of referring it to the wifdom of Parliament^ 
to grant them from time to time their rights ; that 
is to fay, the Engliih Secretary (pro tempore) is to 
dermine on that time and that extent which will be 
moft for the intereft of his mailer, (the £n|^Uil^ 
miniiier). 
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Sin, from my own knowledge, I fay that it hat 
been the practice of government, to hold op one 
perfuafion as a bus-bear to the other, and thereby to 
refufe rights to either; it is high time the delufioa 
ihould terminate, and that the Irifli nation flioald 
unite and demand in a temperate but firm tone, thofe 
rights which are their inheritance. — And I afk, if 
thus united, and thus determined, where is tbi 
pu^ver that dare refufe them ? 

It has been fdid. Sir, that we have obtained many 
great points without the aid of the Catholics, and 
why may we not alfo obtain reform without that aid ? 
— ^I anfwer, all that we have obtained have been to be- 
nefit the ariftocracy, not the people. What have been 
the advantages of your free conftitution, as it is 
called ? why an advance in the price of boroughs : 
3000I. inftead of loool. for a feat ; but how does 
the point {land with refped to the people : an en- 
creaie of taxes to bribe our own countrymen to op* 
prefs us, which was formerly done by the Englifli 
gratis. In every flep we took to obtain our trade and. 
conftitution, our own ariHocracy and borough- 
mongers, (being chiefly interefted) warmly fupport- 
ed us ; but is it their intereil tofupport us in reform } 
—do they not almoft to a man warmly oppofe os ? 
—how then can one million of Irifhmen obtain their 
rights, in opppofition to Iriih ariftocracy, — to Eng- 
lish influence — to three millions of their own country- 
men. So far with refpeft to policy and expediency; 
but when we come to talk of right and jultice, what 
will we fay? fhall we pretend equal reprefentation, 
and exclude three fourths of our fellow fubjefts ?— 
I fay in fuch a cafe we ought not to fucceed, and I 
further declare, that I would now lament it as one of 
the greatefl misfortunes that could have befallen this 
•country, had we Succeeded in our limited and unjud 
.notions of reform in 1783. 

A Gentleman has talked of Switzerland, and 
called it the region of liberty. I will afk that gcntle- 
jnan« are not Catholics and Proteftantt uniccdin chaC 
E 
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country ; and is not this an additional argument, if 
any were required, that there is nothing m the Ca- 
tholic religion by any means inimical to civil liberty ^ 
He concluded by Hating^ that as the town of Bel- 
fad had no reprefentacive, and as the only (hare we 
had in reprefer.tation of Ireland, was from a few 
of us being freeholders of the county of Antrim, 
where indeed we are faithfully reprefehted, the peti- 
tion muft be fent to the Right rfon. J. O'Neill, iir 
order to be by him prefented to Parliament in the 
name of the town of Belfaft. 

In the courfe of the debate, it was argued, that: 
every member of a flate, contributing b)' his inge- 
nuity and induftry to its well being, has a right to 
advife in its government ; and as it would be im- 
ofiibje that every iticonfiderable member of it could 
e properly employed as a legiilator, that that duty 
muft be performed By delegation, and that he is 
therefore neceflitated to unite with His diilrid in the 
choice of a reprefentative. That no perfbn fo c6n« 
Cributing by his labour, his learning, or his inge- 
nuity, 10 the fupport of his country, can be equita- 
bly debarred from a (hare in its legiflacion, eithef 
in perfon oir by proxy ; efpecially as the laws to t6 
be made mufl afeft the life, liberty, and property 
of all. Confidering thefe as fundamental princi- 
ples, it feenis extraordinary that, the proftffing of 
»ny particular fyftem of religion fhould be a fuffi- 
cient pretext for ^xclufion from civil privileges, ft 
has been often alleged, that the Cat^iolic Religion. 
and a belief in its dodrinesy were incompatible with 
good citizenfhip. How is this warranted by hifto^ 
rical faft ? To Roman Catholics we are indebted 
for the trial by jury ; for the inftitutibn of parlia- 
ments ; the great charter of liberty ; and our Ca- 
tholic neighbours have given us a luminoui view of 
their capacity of forming a government eminently 
calculated to eilablifh civil rights and equal liberty 
among, men. A Roman Catholic Parliament iii 
rienry the F6ttrch'*time (1399) palTcd an a^ againfl 
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<^t ?9pc'^ buU, becaufe it was fijibverfive of the 
I rights of the people. It was therefore declared, 

! fthat England was independent of all foreign power, 

I particularly of the Court of Rome. Are -yre not 

■then to fuppofe, that if foch was the condufl of 
1 Catholics in fuch ignorant ftages of fociety, that the 

[ accumulate4 light of centuries fhall have ftiil 

[ more encreafed their liberality .and information ? — 

i That no partial application for a reforni of Parlia- 

j" inent can ever fucceed ; that the ;Qnly eiFcftual one 

h 2nafl refult from the united and determined voice of 

I she 'whole people of Ireland, — no man can deny who 

takes a retro(pe£l of a few years, and the treatment 
I ^ which the Proteliant prayers of the people for re- 

forms of every kind have experienced, and daily ex- 
perience. It was farther argued that by the con- 
ceflion of the eledive fuifrage to the Catholics, in 
the fame degree as Proteftants already jenjoy it, aa 
addition of 2 or 300,000 ele^prs to the prefent 
number, would be attended with the happieft efFects 
on the freedom of eledlion^ by enlarging the bafi« 
of it. In anfwer to thofe who are well inclined to 
their emancipation, but allege that at prefent it 
would be premature, on account of their want of 
information and knowledge^ it ivias faid that the moft 
certain means of difpellin^ that i|;norance, and 
rooting out the fubje^ion which their priefls would 
widi to keep them in, would be the exercife of elec- 
tive franchife; which by giving them an intercourfe 
with their fellow ele^ors, and a communication of 
fentiment, would foon diipel the njift of ignorance, 
make them feel their own dignity, improve their 
:Qnderflandings« and givetheip a reliih for the enjoy* 
ipent of every civil right. 

The hiftory of eI<j6lions convinces us that the 49 
ihilJiiig freeholder is more under the undue influence 
of his landlord, than the menial fervant is of his maf- 
ter; that therefore vptes ihould be given to every 
defcription of people, as the bed means of render- 
ing bribery, corruption, and und^e influence, ina- 
folfiblc or of little avail. 
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That the argument rcfpcding the rtcovery of 
forfeited lands, had lipile weight, confiderirg the diP- 
tant period when they were loft— few of them left 
than a $:entury aod' an half |:)ack ; (ince which time 
^hey have pafled fioih hand to hand^ and many of 

them again become, by purchafe, the property of 
. loman Catholics. That the Catholics thcmfelve$ 
would percpive fuch infuperable obftacles to thd 
fuccefs pf thefe claims, that thpfe defcendantsof the 
proprietors of forfeited eftates, who could prov6 
^hcir title, would be fo fey^y that the general body 
would never fuffer ihem to be gone into ; in, ordei? 
to prevent'confufion in the ftate, and the interrupti- 
on of national tranquility, then become Co much 
their intereft to maintain. Let it be remembered 
what a fmall proportion the forfeited eiiates bear to 
the whole landed intereft pf Ireland— and it will be 
granted, that they do not deferve all the regar(| 
which is often paid to them| in considering the fub- 
jedl of this day*s difcoflioii. The difficulties in the 
way to a reverftpn of the forfeitures, are manjr and 
great; ampng others, a bill for that purpofe woul4 
have to be brought into Parliament — pafs both 
houfes-^and receive the Royal aftent. 

Of? TH| OTHER HAND^ 

The friends of the original motion profefled a^ 
\varm ah attachment to their Roman Catholic fellow- 
fa bjeds as the other fide, and ^s ardent a wifti for 
fheir complete emancipation ; but they thought^ 
that this would be beft ciFcdied hy degrees. 

The expunging qf the v/^rds from time to time., 
&c. had been fupported on this princfple, that the 
rights of man are indefeafible, and that they cannot 
rightfully be withheld even for a moment. — This 
was admitted, but ftill it was contended, that no 
Government had ever been conftituted upon tH 
Jria theory of thefe principles ;— that the French 
iegiflators themfelvcs had thought it neceflary to rc- 
ftrid the right of fuffrage ; and that when a country 
had fallen into the prefent circumftances of Irelanq, 
i( in^ft extricate itfeif from thcin by degrees. 1 hat 
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mH fntiden reverfes of forcane are dangerous to tie 
virtue or moderation of the wifeft indiniiduai^ and 
fiili more fo to that of a multitude— circumitance4 
like the Irifh Catholics. 

That the Roman C^^hoUcs of this country are 
not. in their prefent flate, as well informed or as ca« 
pable of exerciiing government as the Proteftants, 

That the Roman Catholics muft feel refentment 
i^nd ill humour in confequence of ancient injuries^ 
recent infultSi and continued oppreffion. 

That thefe will require time to fubfide, andwi]]F 
be beft removed by ^, gradual exteniionof immuni* 
ties and privileges ; which at the fame time would 
iiave another happy effeA, in gradually eradicating 
prejudices from the minds of Proteflants, and pre- 
paring them to grant what the others are willing lo 
receive. 

That the Roman Catholics having formerly lo4 
their pofieflions, fighting for the liberty of their 
country, again ft a foreign power, mutl think thiat 
they have a right to reiume them when they can, 
and to abrogate any laws pa/Ted during what they 
confider as an ofqrpation, that may (land in their 
way* That on the principle of immediate libera- 
tion, and ;r«/fW/^i/ communication of the rights of 
man, this would be in their power; — and that a mo- 
derate exercife of abiblute power in fuch circum- 
fiances, could not be expeded even from the moll 
enlightened people. 

That that the mafs of the Catholics are fubjeflto 
the influence of their prieds in an undue degree ; 
and that under their diredion the lower orders would, 
in cafe of a fudden revolution, compel their more 
enlightened Aiperiors to yield to their deiires ; and 
among other alterations, to reftore their hierarchy 
to its former fplendour and power, as the edabliihed 
religion of che land. 

That for thefe reafons, though they longed for 
SIM entire abolition of invidious and oppreiSve diftinc- 
tions, for th^ £e|icral exercife of e*f/erj /rattchize. 
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Hxy could not vote for the accompliiliment of tkis 
cbjeft, otherwifc than from time to time — commenc-r 
jbag at prefent wich fome e/Tential conceffioos, and 
progrcffivcly encreafing, as the circttmftanccs of the 
country and the welfare of the whole kingdom would- 
permit. 

That tbofe who in/iil on the propriety of admit- 
ting every denomination of men to eledlive fuffrage, 
^n the principje that perfons not frpperty fhoald be 
reprefenced, and that it Ihould go to the admifllon of 
menial fervap.ts, or, according to the Duke of Rich- 
mond's plan, even to pampers thcmfclves-rihould re^ 
colledl, that the moft enlightened affembly the 
%vorld ever faw, the French confticuting a/Tembly, 
with tv^ry due attention to the rights of man, made 

property one of the bafes of eleSive franchife. 

Unanimity, as far as it could be efFeded withoat a 
violation Qi principle , ^was ardently recommended.— 
That as the whole affembly appeared to be of one 
ynind touching the general principhy it was for the 
interefl pf the Roman Catholic caufe that Belfaf}: 
fiiould come to fuch a deciiion that day as woul^ 
embrace ^vtxy liberal man's ideas in its favour. — 
That many of the moft refpedlable members of the 
town \ of thofe whofe names were long known as the 
cncouragers of every principle of freedom, civil and 
religious^ could not go the whole length of the 
prayer of the petition, were it to declare a vvi{h that 
the emancipation (hould be inftantaneous and uni'ver^ 
/al. That the advice of a prudent Catholic divine, 
whatever his dignity in that church, from the Curate 
of Belfaft, tp the Titular Primate of Ireland — woulcj 
be— r" let our friends of the North beware of divid- 
ing a town of fuch confequence, of fuch libera ity 
as this one. Let them remember that every decla- 
ration in our favour is a point gained^ and muH 
eventually lead to matters of higher confequence. -^ 
That generous fentiments unanimoufly declared by 
fuch a body, will do more to banilh prejudice 
en both fides, th^n the moft forcible refolution carrie^ 
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agatnfl a re/pe8able minority. That the repearl 
c? a great part of the penal code \vas the offspring 
of the divine ' fpirit of toleration exemplified at the 
Volunteer afiembly in Dunganuofn^ in 1782; chat 
had more been then attempted, lefs perhaps had 
been obtained ; that we have iince that period e^* 
perienced the decay of more religious prejudice thaa 
any equal portion of the hillory of man can find a 
parallel to. — That there is a natural progrefs ia 
human affairs, a flight attention mufl convince 
tvery man ; and that, as one favourable flep is the 
parent of another, in gradual meafures we hiave tbc 
beft chance for faccefs." 

Having now gone thro* moll of the argnmenti 
which we at prefeot can recollect, with fome tricing 
additions, for the p4irpofe of connexion, we fball 
conclude by mentioning the i^ue of the day's pro- 
ceedings — and reminding our readers, inhabitants 
of Belfafl, of the falutar)' advice which fell with f(» 
inuch propriety from a divine of the Proteftant 
DiiTenting Church fDr, Brute J : that we wei« 
met on a glorious principle, the relief of our Catholic 
i>rethren ; that every allowance -fhould be made for 
the unavoidable fhades of ditference, which in a 
^ueftion of fuch magnitude muft occur between the 
moft enlightened minds ;>-that being all of one 
opinion regarding the general fubje^, it was our 
duty to preferve the mod perfefl harmony, let the 
iifue of the day's bufinefs be what it may ; and that 
any afperity which the ardour of debate may poSibly 
induce, ihoald be iforgotccn with the moment. 

The qneilion /or txfunging was then put^ and 
carried by a very confiderable majority.^ 

The petition, as amended, and forwarded to Mr« 
O'Neill for prefentation , is annexed. 

A motion was made by Mr. Joy, that the refolutioa 
which fucceeds the petition (hould pafs, refpe6ling 
the clergy and laity of the Roman Catholic perfua- 
£on coming forward with a declaration 0/ their 
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religious fentiiTTcnts, as far as they are con ncAe^ with 
cv// and fnUtical liberty j and it was fully explained 
that the expe&ation was that their clergy and laity 
fikjuld do it as feparate boeiies-^vfYiich. refolutioQ 
liaving met with an unanimous concurrence^ ihe af- 
£cmbiy adjourned* 



BELFAST^ 28th JANUARY, 1792* 

AT a very numerous and refpeftable meeting of 
the Town of Belfaft, convened by public advertifc- 
znent» £gned by 53 inhabitants, held in the town- 
lioufe, and from thence adjourned, for want of 
xciom, to the New Meeting -Houfe : 

THE REV. SINCLARE KELBURN 

IN THB CHAIR I 

A MOTION was made and feconded, that a com* 
mittee be now appointed to prepare a Petition to 
Parliament, and that the Prayer of faid Petition be 
«s follows : 

That our Roman Catholic brethren have long^bcen, 
and dill are, in a degraded iiruation, from nume- 
rous redrifiive and penal flatutes hanging over 
them ; and confcious as we are, that the profpe- 
rity, happinefs, and impiovement of this coun- 
try, muft eventually depend on an union of inte- 
reds among all religious denominations of the in- 
habitants — We therefore pray the legiflature may 
be pleafed to repeal, (from time to time, and as 
fpeedily as the circumflanees of the country, and 
the welfare of the whole kingdom will permit) 
all penal and reftridlive datutes at prefent in exill* 
cnceagaind the Roman Catholics of Ireland ; that 
they may be thus reRored to the rank andcoofe- 
quence of citizens. 

A motion was made and feconded, that fald Pe* 
dtioiT, be amended, by expunging the following 
.^oids — <' from time to time, and as fpeedily as the 
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circomfiances af the country, and the welfare of the 
whole kingdom will permit — which motion^ after a 
long debatei paiTed in the affirmative, by a very 
large majority. 

A MOTioK was made and feconded, that the faid 
petition, as now amended, do (land the petition of 
the inhabitants of Belfaft to parliament, whicbpaiTed 
in the affirmative, without a division. 

A MoTioK was made and/ecended, that the foU 
lowing be the preamble to faid petition : 
To the Right Hon. and Honourable the Kights> 

Citizens, and BurgefTes, in Parliament aiTembled ; 
TfiE humWie Petition of the Inhabitants of the Town 

of Belfaii, by public ^dvertifement convened ia 

the Town-Houfe— 

Which paiTed ttnajQimopfly. 

A MOTIOK was made^nd feconded, that the faid 
petition be oopied fatr^^figned by the inhabitants, 
and enclofed in a letter from OJir chairman to the 
Right Hon. John O'KeiiU requeuing him, in the 
name of th^town, to prefent the fame to parliament^ 
which paiTed uaanimoufly« . . 

A MOTION was madeand f{scoi|ded,.that we think 
k the duTy, as well as the inie/eft^ of the clergy and 
laity of the Roman Catholitf^ of Ireland^ to follow 
the recent example of fifteen hundred Catholics of 
England; by making z folemjl .declaration of their 
religions principles, as far as they are conneded with 
civil and political liberty*-^ which paiTed unanimouHy* 

Resolved ananimouily. That the proceedings of 
the day be pabliihed twice in the Dublin Evening 
Poil« and in each of the Bel fad News- papers. 

filNCLA^E KELBURN. 

Trb Chairman having lelt the chair, and Jamei 
Fergufon, Efq. having been called to it — 

Resolved unanimouily. That the warmeil thanks 
6f this meeting are due to our chairman^ for his \cry 
impartial and proper condu6i in the chair. 

JAMES FERGUSON. 
t. 
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ourfelves to our C^uDtry, and mutually to eacll 
other, that we vfill ft^adily fuppore, and endeayodl'^ 
by all dqe means, to carry inpo effcdl the followlDg 
Refolutions : 

ift, Rrsolvbd, *' That the weight of En^liih 
*' inflaence in the govemmeoc of this country, ia 
'f fo great as to require a cordial union among all 
f ' the people of Ireland, to ouiintain that balance 
*' which is eifential Co the prefervatioa of our iiber-» 
*' ti<^, and the extenfion of pur commerce. 

2d, Resolved, " That the fole conilitutiona| 
*' mode by which this infloence can be f>ppofed, is 
** by a compleat and. radical Tcform of the rcprc*- 
*' fentation of the people in Parliament. 

3d, M That no reform is pra&icable, efficacious, 
y and jull, which ihall not include Irishmen of 
ff ^y^ry religions perfuafion." 

Signed by order, 

ALEX. WATT, Sec. 



BELFAST, 3OTH JANUARY, I792. 

LEST any mifappreheufions Ihoold arife refped^ 
ing the difference of opinion which took place at th« 
]ate meeting of Proteflanc and Roman Catholic in-* 
habitants of this to^n, held on Saturday laft : We 
the underfigned, w^Q di^ent, in a certain degree, 
IVom the proceedings of that day, think it proper to 
declare, that tl^e only point of dilFerence was — whe- 
ther the entire enfrancHifement of the Roman Ca- 
tholics of Ireland, including SUFFRAGE at elec- 
tions, (hould be immediate ; ox progreffi<ve-^** fron^ 
time to time, and as fpeedily a^ the circumflances 
of the country, and the general welfare of the whole 
kingdom will permit.'' 

f'^HE words marked with inverted commas were; 
thofe which were expunged from ihe prayer o^ 
the petition.] 
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Wm.Brlftov, Sovit. Alex. Bailie 

of Bclfaft Robert Kiu|[fmill 

A. H. Hatiday,M.D.Charlcs Brett 
Wm . Bruce, D. D. Thomas Banks 
R. Meade, (Rcvd.) George Bambcr 
P. Vance, (Rcvd.) James piack 
John Ewing Arthur Buntin 

Johs Hoimei Jn. Holmes, juar. 

Wad. Cudni&gham Alex. Gord<jn 
Thus. Hyde - — 

BarUi. Fuller 



R. Mc. Ciuncy 
John Milford 
. John Rohinfon 
David irhoburn 
Cun. Greg John t^iovvn 

Narciflus Batt Jolin Fcrgufon 

John H. Houfton Samppl Law 
Jas. Briftow (Kttt.) Chas. Mackenzie 



Henry Toy 
John Awmorc 



Sam. H. Bate 
Hill Wallace 
Kobert Holmes 
John Brown 
l>avid Dunn 
James Holmes 
Robert Davis 
Stewart Banks 



Thomas Cavkn 
Andrew Macnevin 
Jas. Montgomery 
Samupl Fergufoa 
John M'Cammoa 
James Martin 
Alex. Morcland 
Janic$ Wier 



Robt. Api>ey, Kt D. Hugh Graham 
John Clarke Robert Hilditch 



Thos. Greg 
Wm. Seed 

Sam. Browo 
Wm. Burgefs 
Wm. Burden 
Val. Jones 

John Alexander 
ohn Cranflon 
George Black 
Alex. Qrr 
John Brown 
Vm. Stevenfon 
Wm. Irvin 
John Caippbell 
Charles Rankea 
J. Mattcar, lA, \ 
George Joy 
James Fcrgufon 
John Hamilton 
Robert Gordon 
Jan^es CIelan4 



Cbrift. Hudfon 
Adams M*Maftcr 
Simon WCrcary 
Robert Hodgfoa 
Francis Joy 

}ohn Thoburn 
of. Thoburn,fcnr. 
Marcus Ward 
Jofeph Smith 
Wm. Stewart 
Samuel Smith 
George Beck 
Harris Beck 
Jofeph Beck 
John Rcid 
. Richard Murdoch 
JamcH Moore 
Thos. M*Cracken 
Arch. Stewart 
Wm. Walker 
Robert Elliot 



Tames WiHUunfal^ 
. James Mullin 
George Robinfoff 
Wm. frwin 
James M'Adara 
James Steele 
Robt. Montgomery 
Adam Brown 
James RuiTcll 
liciiry Bleaklcy 
Wm. Douaidfon 
Robt. M*Millen 
John M' Curdy 
Andrew MCiune 
David M*AcIam 
Jame* Park 
John Lafcelies 
Wm. Lafcelies 
John Sanders 
Stephen Stricklan^ 
J<>fcph Germain 
Thomas Anfley 
Jiihn v^*Nair 
John Germain 
Thomas Gray 
John Moor 
John Frafcr 
Francis Warrick 
Henry Milliollan^ 
James Sloan 
Robt. Singleton 
Thomas Alien 
Wm. Allen 
James Ainfwortl^ 
Samuel Smith 
Robt. M*DoweU 
Henry Ingram 
Michael Smyth 
Saml. M*Cutchii^ 
Wm. Greer 
Alex. Brown 
Clotw. M*Qu!q 
Wm Fletcher 
Nat. Main 
Alex. M*Ncilly 
John Boyd 
Wm CampheU 
Win. Taylor. 



JR.. Gordon, jun. 
Richard Bambcr 
Biivid Tomb 
John Gait Sinilh 
T«hn Mathers 
Kobt. Bradfliaw 
Hugh Wilfon 
John Macartucy 
John Hcndcrfoa 
Abel Hadikis 
John Gregg 
J;i» T. Kennedy 
Geo. Black, junr. 
Sain. Hyde 
John Smyiip 
Uobt. Stcvenfop 
Sam. Robinfpa 
Wm Thomiop 
John Getty 
Robert Wallace 
Pat Mc, Maacr 
Gilbert Webftcr 
Thoi, Andrews 
V'm. Seed, M.p, 
Edward Pattcrfon 

(Rcvd.) 
Ezck. D Boyd 
.£?ck D. Boyd, jun 
J. Hamilton, Rev, 
Francis Turnly 
Jofeph Slevenfpn 
Val. Joyce 
' Wni Eng'and 
Wm. Gow 
Jan^cs Crombce 
Saml. Brown 
Tlioina* Graham 
Hugh Kyle 
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Ferd. Fitziimondt 
James-Graham 
fcitewart Lowry 
James Frazcr 
Jof. Mollineaus 
James Millikea 
Robert Brown 
Robert Getty 
George Herdman 
Wm M'Cunc 

iamcs White 
)avid Gil)ilan4 
Richard Lunn 
I'homas Herdmap 
Robert Byars 
Robert Trimble 

iamcs Law 
)ayid Mitchell 
Wm. Anderfon 
John M'Kce 
Samuel M*ClcIIan4 
J©feph Thoburn 
Robf . Henderfoa 
Alex. Moody 
David Bradford 
John Turn ley 
irdward Hunt 
. G. B. Madden 
Thos, Lylc 
John Stevenfon 
Nicholas Mvrcer 
Richard Barnet 
Hu^h Jelly 
James Johndon 
John Lynch 
Wm. M'Cormick 
Wm. Goyer 
K. Alexander 



Darid Irvfn 
Jam^s M*W after 
Conway Carlctofi 
John Baker 
George Rippet 
James Baker 
Aich. M'Clure 
Thos. Herdman 
Robert Bailie 
Wm. Scott 
Walter M^Maw 
Wm: Martin 
John Bcatty 
Saml. Hodgfoa 
James Mulh'gan 
Charles Henry 
David Molly ueaux 
joha Gilmorc 
James Sufferen 
James John flon 
Samuel Mitchell 
Wm. Sayers 
Thomas Fulton 
Stewart B. Craig 

John Sutton 
ohn H. Corbctf 
John Elliott 
James Hunter 
Jos. Stevenlbn, junr^ 
John Rofs. 
Alex. Mc. Ilrath 
John Mc. Mi I Ian 
jCcwis H. MackliBi 

(Revd) 
Wm. Atkinfon 
Michael Campbell^ 
Orr Reid 
jRobcri Scott 
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feELFAST ROMAN CATHOLIC SOCIETY. 

AT a meeting of the Roman Catholic inhabi- 
tants of the town of Belfaft and its vicinity, held at 
Mr. Hugh Dowell's, on the 6th of April, 1792, 

Mil. James Moonet> in the Chair: 

Thi declaration of the General Committee of thd 
Catholics of Ireland being read paragraph by para- 
graph, the following refolutions were agreed to — 

RssoLV£D unanimoufly. That the declaration is 
dridly conformable with our principles as chrillians 
and Catholics, agreeable to the tenets of the faich 
we have maintained, and that we will ever adhere 
to them 4 

Resolved unanimonfly, T^hat we folemnly de- 
clare we nave never bar'boured opinions inimical to' 
the civil, religious, or political liberty of mankind ; 
particularly of our fellow- fubjedls of a Aiffcicac 
perfaa£on« 

Resolved onanimoofly. That fo fir from enter- 
taining the moil diftant thought of difturbing thcf 
tranquillity of the kingdom, by unfettling the land-* 
cd property thereof, our higheft ambition is to^ par- 
ticipate in the conflitution of our country ; and we 
do mod heartily concur in a folemn declaration, thac 
we never will join in any attempt to overthrow the 
Proteftant government of Ireland. 

Resolved unanimouily. That the thanks of this 
meeting be prefented to the General Catholic Com<- 
inittee, for their ileady, manly, and cnnftitutional 
proceedings in their late application to chelegiflature ; 
and we entreat they may peffevere uncil the eForts 
be crowned with fuccei's. 

Resolved unanimouily. That the fincercft an4 
molt grateful thanks of this meeting be given to the 
virtuous and enlightened members of the legiflature* 
who fupported with their unrivalled abilities, the 
petition of three millions of his Majefty's faithful 
fubjeds, in order to reliore them to their long luit 
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tigkts i and to obtain for them a paftidpaCion ill 
the fcal^ of governmeDt, with the minoricy of their 
fellow fubje^ts. 

Resolved tinaniinouily, Thar the warmefl thanks 
of this meeting be given to WiJliam Tod<J Jones* 
find Theobald Wolfe Tone, Efqrs. for their labori- 
ous and unwearied exertions^ to refctie the charac*^ 
tcr of the unhappy Catholics from the afpeffions of 
malevolent and bigoted Partizans ; and for their 
uniform tenor of conduct to reftore the injured 
Catholic to the Aate that God and nature deiigned 
liim for. 

Resolved unanimoufly. That " while memory 
holds her feat,** we thall never forget the glorious 
and philanthropic ^fFort our fellow citizens made 
on the 28th of January laft, in being the firH Pro- 
tcftant body in the kingdom, whc^ evinced that they 
felt for the iufferings of their Catholic brethren^ 
by prefentinga petition in their behalf to the legifla- 
tnre ; and they are hereby requefted to accept of thtf 
warm cffufions of hearts overflowing with gratitude 
for the fame* 

Resolved unanimoufly. That our chairman 
tranfmit a copy of the above refolutions to Edward 
Byrne, Efq. chairman of the Catholic Committee, 
Wm. T. Jones, Efq. and Theob. Vc olfe Tone, Efq. 

Resolved unanimoufly. That the above refolu- 
tions be publilhed twice in the Belfaft newfpapers, 
and National Journal. 

Resolved unanimoufly, That 5000 copies of 
the declaration of the General Catholic Committed 
of Ireland, with thefe our refolutions, be printed ia 
hand-bills. 

JAMES MOONEY. 

Mr. Mooncy having left the chair, and Mr. 
Heyland having taken it. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be 
given to Mr. Mooney, for his praife worthy conduft 
in the chair. 

CHARLES HEYLAND. 
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Trb followiiig 19 a copy of the letter from Edward 
Byrne, Sfq. ChairmaA of the General Commit* 
tee of the Roman Catholics of Ireland^ to the 
Revd. S* Kelbarni a» chairman of the meeting 
of the inhabitants of Belfaft, held aStk January, 

479*. 

8 1 R» 

IN compliance with the inftrafiions of the General 
Committee of Roman Catholics, I inclofe you a 
copy of the refolutions ^hich pafled at our meeting 
on this day. 

Jam diredled to aiTare yon, that we feel a deep 
fenfe of the obligations we owe to you, and your 
worthy fellow-citizens of Bel fall, for the marks of 
kindnefs which we have, on former occafions, re- 
ceived from you, and particularly for the petition 
which you have lately determined to prefent to par- 
liament in our behalf. 

W E hope this petition will have its due weight with 
the legiHature ; at all events, it will remain a lad- 
ing monument of your liberality and patriotifm. — 
Indeed we are convinced that you long regretted, 
tho* you did not feel in your own perfons, the 
weight of the abfurd prejudices which diflurbed, 
and ftill continue to diflurb, the harmony of focial 
life, and to divide the people of Ireland intodiftindl, 
and aimed hoftile, communities. — We now, how- 
ever, look with confidence for a meliorat'on of na* 
tional manners ; and we hope your example will 
induce others to lay afide their animofities again!! 
us, and to accept the friend(hip which we are ambi- 
tious to cultivate with our countrymen of every re* 
ligions denomination. 

Notwithstanding the calumnies which are 
daily propagated to our difad vantage, and theinfidious 
arts which bad men employ to keep one part of 
Ireland in a ftate of fullen feparation from the other, 
we venture to prognoflicate the approach of that 
G . 
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attfpicloas day» when the people of this country^ 
^moulded into one common mafs by the compreffing^ 
hand of the fame prote^ing fyftem, fhall ceaie to 
have any other objea in view — than the public good 
and public happinefs. 

A MO NO the various defcriptions of men whom 
Providence has placed in the lame country, there are 
features of moral dilHn£tion» as well as of moral re- 
fdmblance^ and yet the bufinefs of fociety is carrisd 
on under all the known varieties of temper^ opinion^ 
and ability : — in the fame manner we conceive that 
a difference of fentiment, with regard to religioua 
doctrines and modes of worihip, would not be 
likeiy to impair the (Irength and unity of the (lateif 
•—There is ohe point in which we all agree — the 
civil and political welfare of oar country ; and by 
this point do the Roman Catholics wifh to be con* 
neded with their countrymen, in a common bond of 
fellowlhip and conflitutional right. 

W £ feel no political infufiicieny or defed which 
flionld exclude us, in any refpe£t, from the bofont 
of our country, and we are happy to' find that yout 
view Us in the fame lights Refting on this proof of 
your liberality. We trufl, however, that you will 
not charge us with any degeneracy of fpirit, if, 
willing to gratify the prejudices, which are ilill to 
be found among many of bur countrymen, we folicit 
admifTion into the conilitation, on fuch terms as 
fhall offer as little violence as poiUble, to the feelings 
of men, who think that every change is an hazar- 
dous experiment, and that every link taken fromi 
the chain of oppreffion is likely to produce anarchy 
inHead of order/ public tumult inffead of public 
fecurity. 

, Thb obje^of ourprefent application is therefore 
a partial admiilioh Only to the rights of free fubjeds, 
but if ourfuccefs fhouldgo beyond our expectations, 
we Ihall feel a more lively fenfc of gratitude lo 
thofc,. who with fuch a fuperiority to prejudice have 
declared us worthy of total emancipation. 
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tr we bave ventured to call the attention of onr 
country to our ferious and manifold grievances, it 
IS not to kindle civil difcord, bat to llrengthen the 
bonds of civil union, and to give to our Proteftant 
brethren an opportunity of ennobling their own 
charadler and that of our common country, by a 
generous triumph over the jealouiies and antipathies 
wbich have forced us from our natural rank in fo- 
cicty. 

Whatever may be our fate, whether we (hall 
l>e received into the Conftitution, or difmifled front 
Its door with difdain ; we fhall ever retain a grapeful 
remembrance of the patriotic exertions of you and 
year fellow-citizens in our flavor, and we earneftly 
folicit a continuance of yoi^r friendlhip and patron- 
age. You have fet an example ot true public 
fpirit to Ireland, and to Europe at large — and we 
flatter ourfelves that you could net have better 
evinced your love of liberty, than by the means 
which you have recon^mended for its confervation ; 
a communication of its l^lelfings to the Roipan Ca- 
tholics of this country. 

I AM further direfted by the General Committee 
to inform yoi) that, altho' our oath of allegiance 
contains in fubftance an explanation of our tenets 
^nd opinions, yet in deference to your advice, w^ 
)»ave it nnd^r CQnfid^r^tipn to follow the example of 
feveral Engliih Roman Catholics, by making a fo- 
leron declaration of our religious principles, as fa^r 
as they are connected with civil ana religious liber* 
ty { which we hope will give fatisfadlion to all, who 
like you, are open to cpnvidion founded on ^ruth 
^nd reafon^ 

I have (he honor to be, 
>vith the greateft refpcdl, 
•your's fincerely, 

BDWARD BYRNE, 
Dublin, 
jfk February, 1795, 
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AT % meeting of the General Committee of 
Roman Catholics^ held at the King's Arms, in 
Fownes'i-ftreet, on Saturday the 4U1 day of Febru- 
ary, 179^: 

EDWARD BYRNE, ESQ^ 

IN THE CHAra, 

Thb following Refolutions were unanimoufly 
agreed to ; 

Rbsolvbo, That the warmeft thanks of this 
General Committee be given to the inhabitants of 
Belfaft, who with a liberality that does the greate^ 
honour to themfelves and to their coqntry, have 
ligreed.to prefent a Petition to Parliament for the 
repeal of the penal and reftri^ive ftatutes under 
.which the Roman Cathplics of this kingdom at pre- 
fent labour. 

RESOLVED, That the chairman of this meeting 
be requeued to forward a copy of the abqve Refolu- 
tions to the chairman of the Relfaft meeting, ac- 
companied with a letter, expreilive of our gratitude 
10 him and his felk^wrciti^ens. 

EDWARD BYRNE, 
CHAlltMAK, 



MXSCUTJON OF rHE lAJT^ 
^y THE CIVIL POWER. 

APRIL 14» 1792. 

ON Thurfday morning laft, a detachment of the 
Bclfaft Firft Volunteer Company, marched at the 
requeA of the flierifF of this county, in order to aid 
him in taking pofTeflion of a houfe and farm, in the 
townland of Derrymore, and barony of Upper- 
MaiTereene, which was forcibly withheld. The 
party marched at fix o'clock in the morning, with 
one of the company's field pieces, (a brafs fix- 
ppunder) and arrived at the fpot (diilant 20 iniles} 
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about two o'clock. — Upwards of an hour having 
been fpent in fruiclefs entreaties and remonRrances, 
to prevail upon the deluded people to give up the 
po/feiTion peaceably, and every propofal of repre- 
fenting their condud in the moft favourable point 
of view, to ^he 'proprietor of the lands, having beei^ 
rejeded ; at three o'clock the flieriiF ordered the 
corps lo fire upon the houfej, which was occi:pie4 
by a confiderable body pf very defperate banditti^ 
in fupport of the poffefTors. A hot ^&ion im- 
mediately commenced, in which the occupiers made 
every exertion, as well by a continued fire from the 
houl'e, as by fallies, and annoying the p^ty from 
the hedges. The aiTailants, nowever* rapidly ad? 
vancedj and kept up a well-direde4 fire from the 
j^rtillery and fmall arms ; — about four o'clock, the 
houfe (tho' very flrong) having been much (hat* 
tered, the occupiers, who had retired in the rear, 
began to make their efcape in difFen^nf: directions ; 
about ten of the moft timid, who were the firft in 
flying, got off in a boat over Loughneagh, fome 
others efcaped by land, but four of the ring- leaders 
(including t»yo of the people who held the poffeffion) 
were apprehended, and delivered over to the Ma- 
giftrates and Conilables of the diftridl, in order to 
be fent to the county gaol. Thus a decided con- 
qaeit has been obtained by the corps over the op- 
pofcTs of the laws of the lapd, in one of the wildeft 
and moft iawlefs diftrids in this part of the king- 
dom. 

It gives us much pleafure to pnno&pce, that ir^ 
the execution of this important bufincfs, no in- 
dividual was materially hurj, — The detachment 
returned to Li (burn on Thurfday evening, having 
marched upwards of thirty-two miles, and arrived 
here yefterday morning, without the llighieft injury 
or accident having happened to any individual. 

The parties who held the polTcfljon forciblyi 
were not the defcendants of the former occupiers, 
who ha4 bepn tena^t5 at will^ but i'lii&nX rdsLtiQus^ 
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who obtruded lb em felves upon the premlflea, a»4 
1^ bo had no claim on the inheritance^ either in Ai<zv^ 
rjAti/jf, or henef^olence. 

The (heriHF couli) not, on this occafion, obtain 
ftid from the army> without a (certi^cate pf his in- 
capacity to enforce the law with the civil power-r- 
and fpch a certificate, it was thought, would npt 
only he At/graceful to the Countt of Aktrim-?- 
bot would tend to the extention of the infamous 
F^liie Bill, to this quarter of the Jcingdgm. ' 



70 fTADDEL CUNNINQHAM, £S^ 

CAPTAIN OF THE 

BELFAST FIRST VOLUNTEER gOMpA|>^Y* 

SIR, 

I REQUEST you Will acccpt, and have the good» 
jncfs to prefcnt, my warmeft thanks to the other 
members of the First Company, for the very 
|:ind and honpifrable fupport I have experienced 
from you in the execution of the law ; — I ^m alto- 
gether unable to fay how inuch I feel perfonally the 
obligation, from the flattering manner of it, or 
how much J adjpired the Heady perfeverance; of the 
Company through a march of forty miles — and a 
fervice both ha^arfious an^ fatiguing. I know the 
objc^l of the Company was to enforce tijji 
LAW ; and re]y that this proof of their zeal and re« 
foluticn, by making it evident that rellHancemuil be 
inelFedual, will in future prevent }t ; ^nd I am per^ 
foaded that oo this occ^on, ypu have rendered ^ 
frclh and highly ciTential fervice tp yo»|r country. 
I remain. Sir, your obliged, ? 
and mod obedient humble fervant, 

ALEX. iCl'NEILL, 
yndcr-ihcriff of the Copnty An trim. 
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COiTNTr OP ANmiM. 

At a General Quarter SelGons of the Peacc^ 
lield ac Antrim^ in and for the Coancy of Antrim^ 
ihe 19th of Aprils 17929 the Juflices thea slsl^ 
there a£embled> did unanimoufly refolve chat the 
thanks of the Bench be returne<i to Waddel Cua'* 
ninghara, Efq. and th6 Firil Belfaft Volunteer 
Company* under his command, for their manly aud 
fpiriced exertions in the Yvpport of the laws, hav-» 
itfg marched twenty miles with ariillery and finall 
arms, to affid the Sheriff* of faid county ia executing 
a writ of Habere on the lands of Derry more, in, the 
upper half barony of MafTereene, in the po/Ielfion 
of Patrick Corr and others, who with an armed 
forcej not only oppofed the faid SheriFin the exe- 
cution of his office, but on the approach of the vo^ 
lunteersi commenced a heavy and conflaut fire 
from behind hedges, and alfo from a dwelling-, 
houfe on faid lands, which lafl they defended after 
a confiderable part was battered down and 'till 
finally carried by aiTault. 

Resolvbd unanimouAy, That the thanks of 
the Bench be returned to Mr. Alexander M*NeilJ, 
Under Sheriff of faid county for his fpirited and 
proper coildu^ on the above occa/ion, 

By Order of the Court, 

SAMUEL HERON, 
A^ing Clerk of the Peace. 



POLISH RErOLUTIOS. 



On the 3d May, 1792, being the annivcrfary of. 
the Revolution of Poland, a numerous and very rc- 
fpedlable company of gentlemen, dined together 
« the Donegal-Arms Inn, in this town, in order to 
commcmcrats that happy event. — Waddell Cunning- 
ham, Efq, was appointed chairman, and amongil 
Others, the following toasts were given: 
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The Revolution in Poland, and its Patriot King^ 
-The Revolution of France.— The Rights of Many 
«nd Mr. Paine.— The Sovcricgnty of the People. — 
The King of Ireland.— The Prince of Wale*.— May 
Philoiophy enlighten all Nations, and form the 
whole into one vaft family. — The constituting and 
Legiflative Aflemblics of France. — The American 
Coiigrefs, and the iUui^rious Walhington. — Lord 
Charlemont and the Volunteers of Ireland. — ijth 
February, 1782. — The Society for the aboliiioo 
of the Slave Trade.— The Revolution Society of 
London. — The Conquerors of the French BaiHle. — 
The A/.emory of all good citizens who have fallen 
in the caufe of Liberty. — The Liberty of the Prefs* 
-'—Mr. Fox, and fuccefs to his Bill, for rendering 
Truth no longer a libel. — Mr. Grattan, and the 
tninority of the Hcufe of Commons of Ireland,-^ 
An equal Reprefentation of the People of Ireland, 
ift Parliament. — James Napper Tandy, and a fpeedy 
check to unconflicutional and undefined privileges. 
— May the People of Ireland be united, and all 
enjoy equal Liberty. — Magna Charta, and ihe Ba- 
tons of Runeymede.— -An hearty drubbing to the 
King of Hungary, and all the enemies of France. 
May we be ipeediiy called upon to celebrate the 
emancipation of all the enllaved nations of the 
world. 



May 18, 1792. 

THE Bclfall Second Society of United Irifhmen, 
at a meeting on Tuefday evening, unanimoufly, re- 
folved on contributing cheir fhare of money to ailill 
the people of France in the prefent war, undertaken 
in fupport of the new conftitution of that country — • 
and that they will continue fo to do while the pre- 
fent war, in defence of the liberties of niairkind, 
may lail; 
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AT a general meetiogof the Northbun Whig 
Club, held od the 15th June, 1792^ (Aaaiverfar/ 

I of Magna Charta) : 

I EDWARD JONES AGNEW, ES<?^ 

I IN THE CHAIR, 

The foUoSvmg Re(p(u;ions were unanimoufly 
I agreed to : 

That we have obferved with pleafare, the in- 
I trodu^tofl and fuccefs of a biJl in the Houfe of 

I ComoKHis of Gneat-Britain, declaratory of the 

I po\K^r<of /uRiss in m»ntrs of Libel. 

I That it is oar ardent wi(h that a- hill for the fame 

purpofe may be carried through the cwo Houfes of 
. Legrilacure in Leland, and become the law of this 

land. 
j That we highly admire Mr, Fox, that fleady 

i friend to civil and religioiH liberty, as the original 

I Ukovtr in the Britifli Hovfe of CommOos of a bill 

(o long wanted, to iectie the intent of the law, by 
I making its fpirit and pradice agree ;-T-a8 well a«. 

I Earl Camt/en, far the ability and ^oniiflency witbj 

which he fupporced it in its progrefs thro* the HouC; 
I of Lord*. 

I Admiring as weoo the principles and (Iruc* 

I tn re of 04ir Con Hit a tion, we think it incumbent oa 

I tts to exprefs our ardent wi(h, that it may fooa be ' 

rendered as perfect ^i /aSo, as it is 4e jure j or, ia 

other words, that the people may fpeedily coiQe to. 

be fairly and equally reprefeated in the Legiflature 
i of both Kingdoms. ■ 

I EDWARD JONES AGNEW, 

CHAIRMAN. 



^NATIONAL MUSIC OF IRELAND. 

A RESPECTABLE body ofthe inhabitants of Bel- 
faft having publifbed a plan for reviving the antient 
mufic of this country, and the projed having met with 
H 
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ftrch fapport and approbation as. iriaft infw€ Aic-' 
ccfs to the . undertaking, P£rformers on THf^ 
Irish Harp are requeued to afTemble in this tow^ 
on the loch day of July next, when a.' coniiderable 
fum will be didribnted in prenofiutos^ in proportioa 
to their refpedive merits. 

It being ^he intention of the committee that erery 
performer (hall receive /ome premium, it is hoped 
that nd Harper will decline attending on account of 
his Iiaving !teen onfuccefsful on any former occaiion^ 
ROBERT BRADSHAW, 
Belfaft, Secretary and Ti-eafarer* . 

5?6'th Aprils 179^. 



NATIONAL MUSIC OF IRELAND. 

JULY 13, 1792. 

THE ncfmber of Harpers that were prefent in oil* 
Exchange Rooms On Wednefdiay laft, and who are 
to continue to afiemble in the fame place for three 
days longer, were ten — a fufficient proof of the de- 
dining ftate of that iimple but ex(>reilive inHrument^ 
and of the propriety of holding out every lure to 
prevent the original mnfic of this country from be- 
ing loft. As a principal motive in this undertaking 
was to revive fome of the mod ancient airs, now 
nearly obfolete^ their dates and authors perhaps for 
centuries. unknown, pains will be taken to reduce 
to notes fuch of thofe that have been played on 
this occafion, as may lead to a general publi* 
cation of the beft fets of our tunes. No one that 
remembers the exquiiite finger of Dominic« 
will hefitate to confcfs the capability of the Harp 
of Ireland, and how worthy it is of prefervation. 
By fuch means alone can our national airs be faved 
from oblivion. Wales and Ireland have a national 
inuAc, while England has none ; if fhe had, it would 
not, like that of the two firft countries, be only xA 
the hands of a few itinerant minftrels. 
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The foUowing i^ the order in nyhich the Harpers 
played c 

Pennis Deupset^ (blind) from the coqncy o^ 
Deny, Aged 86. . 

^RTHva O'Neill, (blind) from the coanty of 
Tyrone, aged 55. 

Chaeles Fanking« from the county of Cavan, 
aged 56. 

Paniel Black, (blind) from the connty of 
I>crry, aged 75. 

I^HAaLEs Byehs, from the county of Leitrim^ 
aged So. 

HvoH HiGGiNs, (blind) from the county of Mayo^ 
ag«d $5. 

^Patrick Quik, (blind) from the county of Ar- 
' magh, aged 70. 

William Care, from the county of Armagha 
aged i{. 

ItosE MbONfiv, (blind) from the county of 
' Meath. 

James Duncan, from tl^e county of Pown, 
aged 45. 

The Irifh Harpers were fucceeded by a ^el/k 
one, whofe execution was very great. The contraft 
between the plaintive tones of the Irifh indrument, 
and the bold martial ones of the Wellh, had « 
pleafing effedt ; and i^arked a difference of charae^ 
ff r between the two na^tions. 
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I4TH JULT-^1792. 



BELFAST IIEVIEW— AND CELEBRATION 

OF T H K 

FRENCH REVOLUriON. 



ON Friday evenings the fcvcral coantry corp*' 
inarched into town» and were billeced oh the inha- 
bitants ; who were happy in renewing exprelTions of 
affedtion for their neighb^ars and friends in ch^ 
fourteenth year fince theccmmencemenc of reviews, 
and i|) iht fifteenth ef ihe volunteer «r a. Ailem* 
bJics of fmaller bodies than formerly, having been 
deemed befl calculated to preserve at prefent th^ 
military fpirit among the citizen- foldiery of irefand^ 
another review is to be held on Kioughihane Moor 
en the (r(l of Auguft. The number of corps which 
would otherwife have attended Ht Belfaft having been 
thus confidcrably reduced, ic was noc. thoirght pro« 
per t0 call on the venerable General of the volunteer 
army of yifter. the Earl of Charlcmont, to attend 
on this f" occafion ; but the Revewing Genera)^ 
who a£led in his room, was requeued by the com- 
mittee tp make a regaiar return to his L'>rdfhip of 
their numbers, ftate of difciplinc, &c. The gen- 
tleman appointed in his place was Colonel Shar- 
MAN, of Moira Caille, who preiided with fach 
dignity lafi year in the civil aiTembly of the inha- 
bitants of Belfaft and its neighbourhood, at the ce* 
lebration of the French Revolution. An unexpeftcd 
illnefs having prevented that juftly admired charac- 
ter from filling an office for which he was fo emi- 
nently qualified. Major Crawford, of Craw- 
fordVburn, was unanimouily nominated to ad as 
Reviewing General; in teftimony of the refpe^l duQ 
(0 decided virtue in public and private life. 
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On Saturday morning a brigade was formed in 
HfgH ftr^e^, extending from the Bank co the Quay ; 
and the lyhole were marched oS co the old review* 
groond in the Fa//j, at about eleven o'clock, by 
the Exercifing Officer, Major M*Manus. 

On their return to town, at three o'clock, there 
Wa» a Grand Prateffion^ ihc order of which if 
mentioned underneatn^and feu dejoyes were hred in 
Linen-halt-ilreet by the whole body, in honou/ of 
that day, which prefented the iuhlime fpei^a- 
cle of near one Jtxth cf the whole inhabu^ncs oi 
Europe barfting their chains, an<l throwing off, aU 
moil in an iftftant, the degrading yoke of Ijavery. 



ORDER OF THE MII^ITARY AND CiVIL 
PROCESSION, 



MAJOU CRAWFORD, CBIJERAL AND PRESIDENT * 
FOR THE DAY. 

Selfafl Troop of Light Dragoons, Captain Thomas 

firown — 17, 

Major M'MhniSs, Exercijt»g Officer^ 

and his Aides de Camps. 

Artillery of the Belfaft Firft Company (their 

number included in that of their 

corps undei mentioned.) 

The Colours of five free nations — vtz. 

Flag of Ireland — motto. Unite and be f res, 

Flag of America— mottp. The JJylum of Liberty ^ 

Flag of FsiANCE—motto, The Nation, the La-w, 

and the King, 

Flag of Po L a N D — motto, IVe nuill fupport //• 

Tlag of Great Britain — motto, Wijdom^ Spirit ^^ 

and Liberality to the People, 

A Flag was prepared for the Dutch, (but no one 
foyld be found to bear.it) who were to be repiefciuc^ 
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by a piece kA common woollen lIufF, half hoifled pn a 
pole, and to be hooted by' the populace ; on account 
jofthe States having joined the ma'tcked con/pin^cy of 
tyrants againil the Liberties of is an : 

MOTTO, 

'^ Heaif'ns ! botv ftnlike their Belgian Sires ofOlJ!*^ 

Portrait cf Dr. Ffankliw — motto, " Where 
Liberty is^ there /'/ my Country*^* 

Belfaft Firft Company, Captain Cunningham^ ipz 

Muckainore Fuzifcers, Captain Sw^n^ ^z 

Larnc, Captain Lieutenant Farrel, 46 

Randaiftowrt, Captain Dickey, 80 

MoliM, Captain Bateman, - 75 

Dr<.more Firft Company, Captain Vaaghan, 42 

Villa Independents, Captain Hamilton, 30 

B^ilynahinch, Captain Armftrong, 104 

Total n limber of firft ^igadc 532 

^rtillcry of Belfaft Blues (nombers included in 
thofe of their cprp* io Secpnd Brigade.) 

THE GiBLEAT STANDARD, 

Elevated on a triumphal car, draiwn \sy four horAssj^ 
with two Volunteers as fupportcrs, containing on . 
one fide of the panvas a rpprefentation ot 

THE RELEASEMENT OF THE PRISONERS FRO&f 

THE BJSriLE. 

Motto—" Sacred to Liberty:* 

f he reverfe contained a figure of Hibcrnia, one 
hand and foot in ftiackles ; a Volunteer prefenfing 
to her a figure of Liberty. — Motto, 

f^ for a People to be free, it is fnjfficient th^t they 
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^etfafi Blties^ Captain Wm. Browrt, ^^ 

Dotvnpatrick, Captain Hawthorne, 3^ 

Dromore Light Infantry, Captain Bodle, 3^ 

Carrickfergus, Captain Craig, - 36 

Broughihane, Captain Dqfiin^ * 62 

Total number of Second Brigadey 258 

[total NT/MBBII OP BOTH BltlOAfDBS, 79O.] 

Portrait of Morrf. MirabeaU — Motto, " Ca» fire 
African Slwve Trade, tbo"* morally nurong, bt 
POLITICALLY" right?** 

A cotofiderable number of inhabrtatits (i8a) froft< 
Carmoncy and Tcmplcpatrick, formed part of the 
proceiEon, falling in at the rere of the volunteer body« 
They bore a green flag, with the following 
MoTTOS. — ** Our Gallic brother luas born Julj 

H* '7^9 5 
Ala$ ! *we are ftill in embry-o.** 

Reverse. — ** Superflitious Jealou/y^ the caufe of the 
Irijb Baflile ; let us unite and deflroj it /'' 

The whole moved forward in the order related, 
thro' the principal ftieets of the town, accompanied 
by fuch an immenfe multitude as never before ap- 
peared in this place. After the three feu dejojes^ 
the body of volunteers and citizens entered the great 
fquare, within the Linen- hall, and having formed 
a circle, (elevated in the centre of which fat the 
Prejident, Major Crawford,) — 

M&. William Sinclairb moved an Address 
TjO the National Assembly of France, in- 
ferted afterwards. After fome deliberation, but 
without the flighted appearance of oppofition, it 
was carried without a fmgle difTcntient voice ; and 
with fuch energetic burils of applaufe as. declaj-ed 
that its principles had the fanftion of every under- 
fianding, in an aiTcmbiy of about 1500, [accord-, 
ing to the Belfall Nsws-Lettcr, or 5,000 according 
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to the S*ar,] xhat thus beheld the triumph of hv* 
man nature in the freedom of France, li may with 
great confidence be aiTerced, that hi no fpot in 
Europe has the French Revolution been ccjc- 
hrated with more fplendonr^ feriouihefs, and feeling, 
than in the town of Belfaft, if we e^jcept the very 
country where that aftoniihing event took place. 

The particular bujiriefs of the day being thus hap- 
pily difpofed of, the former mover propoi4Ed an ad-f 
dref<i to the People op Ireland [inferted un« 
derneath].—- A long debate took place, which did 
not terminate 'till feven o'clock in the evening % 
taming npon a motion by Mr. Joy, for expunging 
the following paragraph which Hands part of the 
addrefs, and infcrting another in its room. 

Wfi fhall underneath recite both of them, in or* 
^QT that the tranfa£liou» of the meeting may be 
known in all its paits to chofe who were not audi- 
tors.. 

Paragraph^ the EXPUNGEMENT of 'which <was 
moved for, 

•* Bur while we thus ftate cor fentiroents on the 
•* fubjed of reform,- we feel it incumbent upon 
** us to dcclari^, as we now do, that no reform^ 
** were evcu^uch attainable, would anfwer our 
** ideas of utility or juftice, which fhoold not 
*' ^ja^//K include all feds and denonainations of 
** Iriflimen. We reprobate and abhor the idca^ 
** that political inequality {hou!d refult from reli- 
** gious opinions; and v<e fhould be afhamed, at 
*^* the moment when we are feeking for liberty our- 
" felves, to acquiefce in any fyfiem founded oa 
** the ilavery of others* 

IParagraph propofed in place of the former J\ 

** In feeking redrefs of our own grievances, we 
** fliould be unworthy of^the bleffing of a free coo - 
*• ih'tution, did we (under the influence cither of 
•* religious or political prejudice) define to deprive 
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** any body of men of their due weight in the 
•* government of their country. On tnis princi- 
*' pie we have uniformly rejoiced in the gkadual 
*' ematicipacion of our Roman Catholic brethren ; 
" and we ardently look forward to that day when 
*< their £NTiR£ enfranchisement fhall be amea- 
•• fare not Only of SAFETY, but of expedienct ^ 
" when Proteiiants ihail be ready to grant, and 
** Catholics to receive. Whatever fliall tend to ac- 
*' celerate that event will have our mofl flrenuous 
** fwpport, as we (hall zealouily co-operate with 
'^ the rcil of the inhabitants of Ireland, in the 
** ntrainnient of an objefl fo devoutly to be 
•' wifhedP' 

Mr. Joy, after mentionrffg that the idea of a 
gradual emancipation of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland, had had for many years his bell wiihes, 
took the liberty to allege chat it were not advifeabie 
for the meeting to declare to the world, that ** «# 
Reform tvouU anf'wer their ideas of jufiiee and 
uti'ity ivhicb Jhould not EcyjALLY include all feSs 
and denominations rf Irijhmen'* Titac on a fabje^ 
involving fo momentous an experiment, their 
language though fir^, ihould be moderate and pre** 
cife ; fuch as to fofter the growing fentiment of li- 
berality among our Proteftant brethren, who are 
yet unprepared to go hand and hand with the inha- 
bitants of th's place in an inftantaneous and nn^ 
limited change. That/neither the Proteftant mind 
was fuificiently prepared to grant, nor the Catholic 
one univkr/ally prepared to receive, a plenary and 
immediate exerciie of ^vtry right which members of 
a ftate can poiTibiy poflei's. That, therefore, hold- 
ing it forth on fuch an extended fcale, might rather 
widen than clofe the unhappy chafm which had lon|^ 
feparated the two bodies; and that an union among 
Proteftant s on this fubjedt, would be highly defirable, 
as an eiTential means of fcrving the wtty caufe in 
queflloQ. 

I 
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In defence of the paper^ as it orgihalTy Booi, 
dnd was carried^ it was faid, that its expreffions wer^ 
fo guarded that n§ point of time for their liberation 
was even hinted at. To this it was replied by Mr« 
Joy, that the pafiage for that very reafon was ob- 
jeflionable and carried its own c^ndeamation ; as sj 
folemn addrefs from fuch z public body as was then 
iflembledy fhould be clear and explieit; whereas 
this part of it was anrbiguous and equivocal. That 
itihould ingenuoufly declare either » wifh to be- 
hold an immediate and complete ehfranchiiement, or 
one graduai and progreJJi<ve \ as that ftyle of writing 
tvhich tne dignity of fo great a popular meeting 
demanded. 

Mr. S. Neilson exprefled his aftonifhment at 
hearins that, or any part of the addrefs, called a 
Catholic ^ueftion ! to his underftanding it no mord 
prefented a Roman Catholic queflion than a Church 
queftion, a Prelbyterian, a Quaker, an Annabap- 
tift, or a Mountain quelUon y the true queftion, if 
any, wasy whether Irishmen should be free. 
Rev. Mr. Kelburn rofetooppofe thean^endment^ 
upon the grounds of right, reafon, and judice, and 
illuftrated his reafpning by a comparifon co the cafs 
of one man's having got po^efiien of the purfe of 
another, the detention of which, he was willing to 
allow, was unjuft, but would tell him, '' Friend, 
I have kept this purfe fo long from you, that it ia 
impoffible you ihould not be out of humour \ there- 
fore I cannot anfwer for the ufe you might make of 
it : I muft "Wait till I am fure you are pleafed and 
fatisfied, and the way I fhall take to quiet you i$ 
this ; £rft, I fhall cocfider your cafe, and perhaps 
I ihall give you the promife of a guinea out of your 
purfe next week, if not fooner, and, if you pleaftt 
me, I ihall perhaps give you more fome other time^ 
may- be all ; and if you ihould be dead, I can, you 
know, as well give it to your children. You cannot . 
now, from the nature of things, be in any capacity 
to receive it^ therefore, for the prefent, be thaukfal 



V 



< S9 ) 

for wliat yoQ get, and the mat} who advifes yon to 
the contrary, is a feditious, bad man.*' He con- 
cluded by obfendng, that he had liftened with wonr 
der and aaia:i:enienc to all that had been (aid abovt 
giving and rei:eiving ; he wiflied tha^ m«en» before 
they indulged iq all the manificent pfteiytalEion of 
beftowing lo liberaUy« would reflect a moment upon 
what they had to give, that their generoiity might 
be meafured by their means, foor fimple people ! 
what have you to give? — If I have fummed it right, 
tlie whole inventory of your poifellions amounts to 
no more than t^is — your rotten conftitucion, yoqr 
boroughs, your excife, your peniion-lift, your taxes^ 
and your tythes ; thefe are your inheritance. Truly 
it is tin;xe to quit this foolery about giving, and join 
hands and voices with your brethren, to recover ^hc 
l^irth -right which you both have loft. 

Mr- Thompson then rofe — He obfcrved that the 
iqaellion of right had been eflablifhed by fuch irre- 
fragable arguments, (Hlludipg to ,thofe of Mr. Kel- 
burn) that he fhould coniider it as adn^itted, an4 
confine himfelf to that of expediency, which feemed 
the only groun^ of oppo£^ipn now exiting f and he 
would weigh expediency againft expediency. It 
was not only expedient, )>ut abfolutely neceiTary, 
that every Irifhm^n who wi^ed for reform and for 
freedom, fhould clofely unite, and c^afe to be di- 
vided by names, which only rendered them con- 
temptible to rhcir oppreflbrs^ When 70,000 men 
were up in arms, and demanded a reform, and of- 
ten trie4 tp obtain it, they as often tried in vain ;— 
why ? becaufe there was no unign anjongft Iri(bmen. 
When any proportion was brought forward in par- 
liament, favourable to the general lil^erty, it was 
the fubjed of ridicule and contempt to both parties 
^ihe parliament treated it with derifion, becaufe it 
wanted the energy, tha.t unanimity alone could give 
it, and the Roman Catholics themfelves laughed at 
*n attempt fo impotent and abortive. 
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The Riv. T. Birch, of Saintfield, faid, ha 
wa9 very much aftoniflied to hear fuch talk of libe- 
rality and conceffions, wliilft we were criminally 
HDJufl^ as well as impolitic, in withholding their 
rights from our Catholic brethren. He would ra- 
ther, he faid, (ranfport himfelf to Botany Bay^ 
than live in a country which continued (b keep 
Itfelf in abjed flavery^ by .its internal dividons. 

Counsellor Stewart, in fupport of the 
amendment, argued, that it was unfair that an 
addrefs f]iould go abroad as the voice of the people, 
when fuch numbers were llrongly averfe to a greai; 
part of it. Certainly, he faid, there were many 
who might, after a little time, and by gentle de- 
grees, be perfuaded to yield up their prejudices, 
^nd many who wiihed well to the caufe, as he 
himfelf did^ who had their fears, and their lia- 
bits of afibciating danger, with the idea of imme- 
diate emancipation. To difgud this portion of 
the citizens, by any precipitate refolutions, could 
not fail to be dangerous— it would only be to make 
enemies of thofe who were in the way to become 
friends, and, by creating unnecefTary divifions, ruin 
the general caufe. It would be much wifer, by 
tempering our meafures to the adlual (late of affairs, 
and the general mind, to endeavour to bring with usf 
all defcriptions of men. By fo doing, the caufe 
would be all-powerful ; at prefent there was bigotry 
on both fides. There were bigoted Catholics as well 
as bigoted Prpteftants — till this bigotry could be 
overcome, it would be in vain to look for union— 
^r. Stewart, however, concluded his fpeech, which 
was of confiderable length, with expreffiiig his fen- 
tiraents ftrongly in favour of liberality, and his ab- 
Jlorrence of any thing like opprcffion or unneceflary 
yeftridlion. 

Mr. Getty rofe to order, and added a few 
words in anfwer to what had been argued, refpeifting 
\hc fl^tc of the public mind. No later, he cbferved^ 
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than the fedioQ before h&, no man wa9 found bold 
enough to bring forward any propoficion in parlia- 
ment, favourable to the Catholics — how great a 
change has there happened bw^tween that period and 
the prefent day— fee alfo how much (he inhabitantt 
of this town and its neighbourhood have changed 
their minds. At laft year's commemoration, even 
the amendment propofed by Mr. Joy, and the learn- 
ed gentleman's arguments, in lupport of that 
amendment, would have been meafuret in favour 
ot univerfai liberty, too (Irong to have been attempt* 
ed with any profpedt of fuccefs. From which Ihorc 
review pf the difpoilcions of parliament and people, 
it wa« a neceflary inference, that the public mind 
would rapidly fall in with the fenfe of this AfTembly, 
that all fears on that head were groundlefs, and thac 
we were warranted in venturing co declare our fenti- 
oients boldly, and trufung for profelytes lo the juf- 
(ice of the caufc. 

Counsellor Sampson begged the indulgence cf 
being heard, while he endeavoured fhortly to exprels 
his approbation of the addrefs, as moved by Mr. Sin- 
clair, and his reafons for approving it. He found 
himfelf in that afTembly a) mod accidentally, and 
as to the quelUon before it, he ilood nnconnedlcd 
with any party, or with any perfon ; nor had ever 
heard or feen the addrels, till that moment. He had 
been led, from the rumour of ihe day, to exped 
fomething rather intemperate, but was pleafcd to 
iin4 in theaddrcfs to th** people of Irelanc], no more 
than 4ie, as a man, tolerably free from prejudice.^ 
upon fuch fubjefts, could willingly and warrnly afl'eit 
to. That no reform could anfwer the purpoles of 
utility or judice, but fuch as included all inlhmet^ 
willing to be free, and that we fhouid b!u(h to ac- 
cept of any fyftem fjunded on the flavery of oihrrs, 
was a liberal and general fentiment oi genero/ity 
and benevolence which he would be afhamed to d i- 
fent from. But there was another point uartcd by 
^e amendmeii^^ and fu|>|)orud by loaie ar^uiacn(^ 
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upon which he was not fo well prepared to give either 
his vote or his opinioo, which was the necei&ty of 
gradual emancipaiion to our brother Catholics. He 
was as far from embracing that Sentiment, as he 
was from oppofing it, but he would heutate about 
giving his voice, which, however huipble, would 
^o forch as one individual in that aggregate, which 
It was plain, would be the majority of the afiembly, 
i£ he conceived himfelf ^hereby involved in a queA 
tion, which, important and interefling as it was, 
he had not fuSiciently confidcrcd* He hpped if he 
ihould ever be prefent where that queilion was the 
jr.eal point of difcudion, tu be better ^ble ^o give hii 
iiiintiments ; and if by fair argument and reafon, 
fi>me difHcuhies which appeared to him at prefent^ 
could be difpelled, he would be ^s warm to fupporc 
. that point, as he was now to fupport the addrefs.-^ 
Meantime, for want of having fu^ciently thought on 
the fubje^, and of the habit of fpealcing publicly, 
he defpaired of making any impreillon, and would 
content him&lf with voting againft the amendment, 
becaufe he could po^ (ep in the^ddrefs, any ne- 
ceillty for amendment, and becaufe it provoked sl 
dlfcuflion, which he did not thinji: very prpperly in- 
troduced, either as to time or place, and which the 
addrefs as it flands, was more wifely an4 t^rmoe/ately 
calculated to avoid. 

Doctor Caldwell, of Magherafelt, delivered 
his fentiments in fo low a tone of voice, that we 
conld not diilin£lly hearhimr— he feemed principally 
to dwell on the abfurOity of celebrating the em- 
ancipation of twenty-five millions of Frenchmen, 
(twenty-two niiliions of whom, are Catholics), 
and yet hefitate to aid in the emancipation of three 
^nillions of our fellow-fqbjeds, of the fame perfua- 
fjon. — Thofe who were within hearing of the 
Dodor, fpeak in warm terms of the manly good 
fenfe difplayed in his fpeech. 

Revd. Dr. Dickson, of Portaferry, addrefTcd 
the ^ffembly in a ipcech re-let? with fii^b (irop|f 
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fenfe and keen irony^ as renders ns anable to gire 
our readers an adequate conception of it. — He was 
happy to find, by the confefHon of gentlemen them* 
felves, that there was no diiterence of opinion, as to^ 
the point of juftice-^the queflion retted in expe« 
diency. Gentlemen had abruptly hauled in the 
word Catholic, where no fuch people had been 
talked of, and fpoke of fomething which they called 
gradual emancipation ; the words founded like fome- 
thing — yet what was their meaning — no man had 
pointed out how, when, or where this ladder was 
to be formed, by which three millions of men were 
to mount to liberty-«-what was the fir(t Hep ? how 
many were there ? what was the interval between 
them ? — He would fuppofe this ladder to be the 
penal code, which was to be gradually aboliihed 
ftatute by ftatute, fedion by fedion, (Sentence by 
fentence, or, rather to meet the gradual progreflioa 
of gentlemen's ideas, he would fuppofe, letter by 
letter. But when was the emancipation to com- 
mence ? was it to begin to-morrow, next month, next 
year, next century, or happily in the next world? 
Gentlemen had alfo talked of the incapacity of the 
Catholics to receive liberty, from their ignorance ; 
if they were ignorant, it mull be owing to the wild 
fyilem of our laws ; but he denied the fad. There 
was no fuch ignorance or incapacity in them ; 
wherever the law allowed them to exercife their 
fundions, they did it very much in the ordinary way ; 
they make and wear their own cloaths as we do, 
they underftand and pradlice the cultivation of the 
land as well as we do, they excel in all the com- 
mon arts as Well as we do, and do we not fee them 
quit the humble paths of life to prove themfelves 
an ingenious and commercial people, as well as 
bending their minds to the (ludy of philofophy, 
the ufeful branches of literature, and the fine arts, 
as fuccefsfully as we do ? If we look back to the 
publications of the laft twelve months, produced by 
members of that body^ Proteltants may find ample 
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reafbn to b1u(b on a comparilbn* — In whdt refpeft 
then have they indicated that want of capacity which 
we have been fo liberally propoiing to impart to 
them, before they can become At for the enjoyment 
of freedom r — and what is meant by the word gra- 
dual ? — are they to afcend in a determinate or in- 
determinate length of time to this degree of capa- 
city ? is it to come to pafs in this generation, or is 
it to be poilponed till a future one, till by inter- 
marrying with the wife and capable Proteftants, and 
particularly with us Prelbyterians, they may mend 
the breed, and produce a race of bcir.gs who will 
inherit a capacity from us ? But fince they are at 
prcfciu fo dehcient, why do not fome of the gentle- 
men t who are now exerciiing their brilliant talents 
in oppoiing their emancipation, proceed to illumi- 
cate their minds, and out of the overflowing fuper- 
abundance of their knowledge and ability, part with 
a little modicuf)n to enlighten the darknefs, and fill 
up the mental deficiency of the Catholics of Ireland ? 
Let it ill 11, however, be remembered, that we can 
do ro more in this afTembly than exprefs our own 
fentiments — we do not didlate to any other people, 
Dor is it in the power of this afTembly, to lay that 
the Catholics ever fhall be free — ftill lefs, when they 
fhall be fo ; but this good efFe6l will refult from 
our refolutionsi that going abroad into the country, 
they will ftir up the fp'.rit of inquiry ; for men who 
now differ widely from us, will be led by curioficy 
la enquire, by whatreafons and upon what principles 
the inhab.tancs of Belfail and its vicinity, who are 
known to be men of fenfe and independence, who 
cultivate their underllandings and hold a confider- 
able intercourfe with mankind, have taken up their 
mode of thinking ? And they, in their turn, will be 
gradually emancipated from the fl a very of prejudice, 
ajid bigotry, and their reafon and their confcienccs 
having fair play, they may become as enlightened 
as they feera to think it necefiary their brcthiea 
ihould be. 



( 6i ) 

Trs i/Tae of the debate was» that the motion Ibr 
expunging was lofl by a great majority^ the difTen- 
tients being confined to a very fmall number; and 
that the addrefs^ as originsiUy propofed, became 
the a£t of the aiTembled body. 

The evening clofed with an ei^tcrtainment, at the 
Don egaJl- Arms, where 104 perfons fat down at din- 
ner, when the General, who was alfo Preiident of 
the day, announced the toafls prepared by a'com-^ 
miuee ; of which the following is a copy. 

Ti^£ FoVRrEENra OP jcLr, 1789. 

The King of Ireland. — The Conftitutlon of 
France; may it be perfflaBent«<^The Conftituting 
AfTembly of France. — The National Affcrobly of 
France ; may wifdom, fpirit and decifion dired^ its 
counfels. — The French army ; may an ardent love 
of their country be held paramount to every other 
duty in the character of a foldier.— Confufion to th# 
enemies of French Liberty.— *M«y the Glorious Re- 
volution of France teach the Governments of thd 
earth wifdom. — May the example of one Revolution 
prevent the neceffity of others. — LalHng freedom and 
profperity to the United States of America.— The 
people of Poland, and fuccefs to their arms — The 
Rights of Man ; may all nations have wifdom to 
underlland, and fpirit to affert them.— The Union 
of Irillimen, without which we can never be free. — 
The Sovereignty of the People, afting by a juft and 
equal Reprefentation.— The Liberty of the Prefs; 
— The Volunteers of [rcland, and their revered Gene* 
ral, Earl of Charleraont. — The ConiHtutional So^ 
cieties of Great Britain and Ireland— -The SocietJ' 
for the abolition of the Slave Trade.— Preiident 
Wafhington. — Staniflaus Aaguftus, may his example 
be imitated. — Vlr Paine ; may perverted eloquence 
ever find fo able an oppofer. — Mr. Fox and the righit 
of Juries, in fubftance as well as f )rm. — Mr. Grat« 
tan^ and the minority of the Irilh Houfe of Conmoni. 
K 
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-^Thc literacy charafters, who have vindicated ^e 
Rights of Man, and may genius ever be employed^ 
in them. — May all Governments be thofc of the 
Laws, and all La\*s thofe of the People.— -May the 
free nations of the world vie with each other in pro- 
moting liberty, peace, virtue, and happinefi^ among 
men. — The encreafed, encreafing, and facred flame 
bf Liberty. — Ireland. — The caofe of freedom. — The 
lAemory of John Locke.-«-The memory of William: 
Molyneaux. — The memory of Dr. Franklin-^The 
memory of Mirabeau.— The memory of Dr. Price* 
*-The memory of Mr. Howard. 

COPY OF THE ADDRESS 

iro rjr£ national assembly of FitANCSi 

IT is not from vanity or oftentation, that* we, the 
citizens of Belfaft, and citizen-foldiers of that town 
and neighbourhood, take the liberty of addrefli rg the 
reprefentative majefty of the French people -*- We 
addrefs yoo, wieh the rational refpedt due to a title 
elevated far above all fervile and idolatrous adula- 
tion, and with that affectionate fraternity of heart 
which ought to unite man to man, in a mutual and 
infeparable union of interefls, of duties, and of 
rights ; which ought to unite nation with nation^ 
into one great republic of the world. 

On a day, fandified as this has been, by a decla- 
ration of human rights, the germ of fo much good 
to mankind, we meet with joy together, and wiili 
well to France, to her National AiTcmbly, to her 
people, to her armies and to her King. 

May you, legislators, maintain by the indefa« 
tigable fpirit of liberty, that eonRitution which ha4 
been planned by the \)«irdom of your predeceffors, 
and never may you weary in the work ydu have un- 
dertaken, until you can proclaim with triumphant 
fecurity, it is finiihed 1 Mairifeft to an attentive and 
progreffive worlds tiiat it is fiot the phrenzy of 



{ 6f ) 

pliHofopb^, nor (he fever of wild and precarloQt 
liberty, which ^oul.d produce fuch continued agi« 
Ration ; but thft imperiihable fpirit of freedom alone« 
Wfhich always ejcifts in the heart of cnao, which nov 
animates the heart of Europe, and which in the 
jcvent, will commttnicate its energy throughout the 
«rorld« inrincible and immortal 1 

Wb rejoice io the fincericy of our fouls, that thlf 
creative fpii;it animates the whole mafs of nfiud iiji 
France* We amfpicate happinefs and glory to ihp 
human race, frpm every great event which calls 
into aQivity the whole vieour of (be whole com- 
munity ; amplifies fo largely the ^eld of enterprize 
and improvement, and gives free fqope to the un;« 
.▼erfal foul of the empire. We truft that you will 
never fu^mit the libertiej of France to ^ny other 
guarantees, than God, and the ri^ht hands of thp 
people. 

The power that prefumes to modify or to arbl-* 
Itrate wi:h refpe^ to a conftitution adopted by the 
people, is an ufurper and a defpot, whether it be the 
neaneft of the mob, or the ruler of empires ; and 
if you condefcend to negociate th^ alteration of f 
comma in your conftitution^l code, France from 
that moment, is a ijlave. Impudent defpbts of 
Europe ! Is it not enough to cruib human nature 
beneath your feet ;at home, that you thus come 
abroad to diil^rb the dQme|tic fettlement of the na- 
<tions around you, and put in motion your armies, 
thofe enormous mafies of human machinery, to bea.C 
down every attempt that man ipakes for his own 
happinefs ? — |t is high time (o turn thefe dreadful 
engines againft their inventors, and organi;:ed as 
they have hitherto been, for the mifery of man« 
i^ind. to make them no^ the inftrumex^ts q£ ij[s glory 
and its renovation. 

Success, therefore, attend the armies of 
France I 

May yourfpldiers, with whom war is not a trade, 
k^i a duty^ remexnber that they do not ii^ht merely 



( « ) 

fer tbemlclves, bur thai thry are the a^hrance gunrd 
of the world : nor let them imagine tba« the event 
of the war is unccrtaio. A &ng]t iMttlie may b« 
precarious^ aot (6 a few campaigns. — There is ao 
omnipotence in a righteoos caefe^ wkich makers the 
prcteirded mutability of haman afairs, and fixes 
the fuppofed inconfillency of fortane. If yoo will 
be free, you must ; ihcre is not a chance that one 
million- vf refblo'te men can be en0av«d ; no power 
on earth is abfe to do it; and wil) the God of juftice 
and of mercy / Soldiers ! there is foi^ething that 
i^ghts for you even in the hearts of yoor enemies. 
The natite energies of humanity, nfe up in volun- 
tary array ^gainJ lyrannieai and prepoiJerous pre* 
jtrdicp, atrd ail the Utcle cabals of the heart, giver 
way to the feelings of nhiHre, of coun'try and o§ 
kind. 

Freedom and prosperity to the people of France ! 
\Ve think that fuch revolutioBs as ihey have accom- 
plifhed, arc fo far from being oot of the order of 
fociety, that they fpung inevitably from the nature 
of man and the progreffion of reafoa ; what is im- 
perfeft he has the power to ipiprove ; what he has 
created, he has a right to deflroy. It is- a ralh op- 
pofitxon to the irrefiflible will of the public, that in 
fbme indances has maddened a difpoStion^ other- 
wife mild and magnanimous, turned energy into 
ferocity, and the generous and gallant fpiritofthe 
French, into fttry and vengeance. We truft that 
every effort they now make, every hardibip they 
undergo, every drop of blood they ihed, will render 
riicir conftitutioir ntore dear to them. 

Lorrq life and bappincfs to the King of the 
French ! not the Lord of the ibil and its fervile ap- 
pendages, bat the Ring of men, who can referve 
their rights, while they entrull their powers. In 
this crife of hfs fate, may be wwthftand every at- 
tempt toeilrange him from the nation ; to make hinv 
)tQ fxiiein the midil ^f France^ and to preTeRt hio^ 
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from Indennfylng hiinl«!f as a magklrate with the 
conditiuion» and as a Frenchman with th« people. 

Wb befeech yo^ all ^s men, as legiflators, as 
citizeRs and as foldiers, in this your great confiid for 
liberty lor France^ and for the worlds to defpife all 
earthly danger, to look up to God, and to conned 
josr councils, your arms, and your £mpire to hit 
throQe> wiih a chain of union^ fortitiKie« peri'ever 
fance, morality and religioii. 

We conclude, with this fervent prayer : That at 
f:he Aln^rghty is dtfper^ng^ the political clouds which 
have hithertodarkenedoarhemifphere, all nations ma/ 
nfe the light of' Heaven : that, as in this latter age, 
the Creator is unfolding in his creatures, powers 
which had long lain latent — they may exert them in 
the eftabliftiment of univerfal freedom, harmony 
ajid peace : may thofe who arc free, never be flaves : 
may thofe who are flaves be fpeedily free. 

[Ok the motion of Mr. Thomfon, the above wa^ 
|o be tranfo^itted to the National Aiiembly.] 

copy OP THB 

ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLE QF IRELAND. 

WB, the volunteers and other inhabitants of the 
fown and neighbourhood of fielfaft, aifembled to 
commemorate this great day, embrace with earneft* 
irefs the opportunity which it afbrds, at once t<^ 
exprefs our zeal and affeflion for the caufe of liberty 
in France, and our undifguifed opinions on fubjedls 
ct the.laft importance to our native land. 

Trained from our infancy in a love*of freedom,, 
and an abhorrence of tyranny, we congratulate our 
brethren of France and ourfelves, that the infamous 
confpiracy of flaves and defpots, againft the happi- 
nefs and glory of that admired and refpeded nation, 
^nd againft the common rights of man, has hitherto 
proved abortive. 
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FixiifG our view fteadily on the great pitneiple 
of Gallic emancipation, we will not be diverted 
from that magnificent ohjed, by the accidental 
tumults or momentary ebullitions of popular fury. 
We will not eftiroate the wifdom of her legiflatort 
by the tranfports of a mob; nor the fpirit of hei 
armies by the cowardice of a regiment; nor the 
patriotifm of her people by the treachery of indivi* 
duals ; nor the juftice of her caufc by the numbers 
pf her enemies. We judge with other views and on 
other principles. We fee with admiration^ France 
^extending the tand-mar|cs of human knowledge in 
the great art of government, and opening; to the 
world new fyftems of policy and of juftice, V^e 
fee het renounce all wars on the principle of con- 
qucft. We fee her propofe an univcrfal brotherhood 
and an eternal peace among the nations. We fee 
her even now^ when forced m^o arms and bloodfhed^ 
by the unjufl and unprincipled machinations of her 
enemies, Separating, as far as poilible, the innocent 
fubjeds from the guilty defpot ; rcfpefting^ amidft 
the horrors of war, the property of individuals ; 
and exempting from interruption the peaceful traffic 
€)( th? merchant. It i^ from viciys like theft?, that 
we eftimatv^ that flupendous event, the Revolption^ 
which we this day commemorate ; not from acci- 
dental irregularities, which, while we condemn 
them, we are compelled to pity, as feeling that they 
fpring not merely from a fpirit of licentioiifnefs, 
bpt from a fenfe of injury working on a fanguine 
people, ilill galled with the recolledion of recent 
tyranny and oppredion, and jealous of liberty , but 
juft recovered, and fc^^rcely yet fecure. 

SycH file our fentiments on the f^biedt of th^ 
French Revolution ; — we cpme now to the flate of 
our own country. 

Impressed as we are with a deep fenfe of the ex- 
pelience of our conftitution, as it exifts in thtory^ 
we rejoice that we are not, like our brethren ii^ 
f rance^ reduced to the hard necef&ty of tearine via 
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inveterate abofe by the roots, even where utility 
was fo intermixed as not to admit of fepaiacion. — 
Ours is an eaiier and a lefs unpleaiing talk ; to re- 
move with a iteadj and a temperate refolotion, the 
abofes which the lapfe of many years inattention 
and foptnenefs in the great body of the people, and 
unremitting vigilance in their rulers to invade and 
plunder them of their rights, have fuffered to over- 
grow and to deform that beautiful fyiiem of govern- 
ment, fo admirably fuited to oar fi-tuation, our ha- 
bits, and our wi(hes. We have not to innovate, biit 
toreftore. The juft prerogatives of our Monarch 
we refped and will maintain. The conHicutional 
power of the Peers of the realm we wifh not to in- 
vade. We know that in the exercife of both, abufes 
have grown up ; but we alfo know that thofe abufes 
will be at once correded, Co as never again to recur, 
by reftoring to us the People, what we, for oar- 
felves, demand as pur right , our 'due weight and in- 
fluence in that eftate, which is our property, the 
fteprefentation uf the Peojple in Parliament* 

Thokouohlv impreffed with the unjuft and 
ruinous inequality of that reprefcntation, with the 
confequent c6rruption, which pervades all ranks ia 
the Hate ; with the dellrudlion of the morals, the 
facrifice of the commerce, and the hourly and im- 
minent danger to the liberty of our country, we will 
inflexibly perfevere in the purfuit of that greax re- 
medy for all our political evils, a parliamentary re- 
form ; a reform temperate, equal and jufi, which 
(hall reftore ludre to the crown, dignity to the 
peerage, and their due weight and influence to the 
people of Ireland. 

But while we thjis flate our fentimentt on the 
fubjedt of reform, we feel it incumbent upon us to 
declare, as we now do, that no reform, were even 
fuch attainable, would anfwer our ideas of utility 
or juflice, which (hould not equally include ail fc&s 
and denominations of Iriflimen. We reprobate and 
abhor the idea^ that political inequality fliould rtfait 
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from religiocrs opiDtons ; and we ftould be aibatftedr 
at the momefiC when we are feeking for liberty our- 
feJves, to acquiefce in any fyflem foanded on the 
flavery of others. 

\^'£ have no«r declared our fentimentf to the 
world* In declaring them we fpnrn with equal dif- 
dain, reflraint, whether proceeding from a inobor a 
monarch ; from a riot or xi proclamation. We look 
with a mixture of abomination and contempt on the 
tranlh^ions which, on the laft anniverfary of the 
French Revolution, degraded the national character 
of England ; when neither the learning, the piety, 
the public fpint, nor the private virtue of a Priciliey, 
couid proted him from the favage fury of the viJeft 
of an ignorant and a bigoted rabble ; before whom 
the religion of the coiintry was diihonoored, the 
name of the Sovereign infulted, and all Jaw and 
order levelled in the doft ; to the difgrace, not lefa 
of the integrity of the magiflrates who were the fo* 
menters, than of the fpirit of the people, who were 
timid wicnefies of the ravage and deltru&jon. Ab 
little (bould we refpe^l any attempt^ under colour 
of authority, to fetter down our minds or prevent 
the publication of our grievances, and our determi- 
nation to feek redrefs. In the purfuit of reform^ 
that great meafure indifpen fable to the freedom, the 
happincfs and the glory of our country, we will 
inflexibly perfeVere, and for its attainment we rely 
with confidence on the fteadxnefs, the publk fpiric 
and the 2ea]ous co-operation of our countrymen^ 



AT a meeting of the Belfast VoLV»TE#a 
CoMFAwy, (Blue) yth September, 1792, 
Captain Bro atn, in the Chair ; 

The following Refolutions were onanimoufly 
agreed to: 

Resorted, That we are happy to fee the preienf 
re?ival of volunteering throughout this province^ 
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Confident that the rights of the people are moft Cc^ 
cure when they are able to affert them. 

That we are firmly perfuaded that this country^ 
is indebted to the fpirit and wifdom of the volunteers 
for whatever cfiramerce or conllitution it poiTeiTeSa 
and that iheir fuccefs was owing to thejufinefs of thc{ 
principles on which they a^ed. 

That we confider it nectlTary at this crifis for 
all volunteers to recur to thofe principles which have 
fiood the t^H of time, and have become by theii; 
ttniverfal adoption, facred and uncontrovertible, 

Th^t thefe principles are fully expreffed in the 
refolutions of the firll and third Dungannon meet- 
ings ; and that a ilrid adherence to them by the old 
volunteer corps, and the adoption of them by ever/ 
new corps, is effential to the welfare of Ireland. 

That we again declare to our countrymen, and 
CO the world, our firm determination to adhere to (he 
principles contained in the refolutions of the firft 
and third Dungannon meetings ; and we warmly 
recommend it to every volunteer corps in the king- 
dom, the adoption ot fimilar declarations. — United 
in icntiment, the volunteers will again become the 
happy inltrument of producing cfTential benefits, to 
the welfare of their country. 

Kesolved, That thefe refolutions be publifhed 
in the Belfail news papers; and alfo in hand-bills; 
with the refolutions of the firfl and third Dungannon 
meetings prefixed, and be difperfed through this 
province. Signed by Order, 

JAMES Mc. CLEAN, Sec. 



at a meeting of the 
nRST BELFAST VOLUNTEER COMPANV, • 
HELD at the OONEGALL-ARMSi SEPTEMBEK 7, 1793$' 
MR. HUGH JOHNSON, IN THE CHAIR. 

AT this important crifis, which is likely to form 
a retparkble asra in the hillory of man, whsn many 
of the European defpots have combined to cruib a 
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great nation ilruggling for liberty : — At a period 
when the fpirit of voiuDteering feems to revive m 
this neighbourhood, we hope it will not be deemed 
prefomptive in us, who ir^ took up arms in the 
caafs of oar country, and who have never laid them 
down, nor flackened in our eiForts to promote ic» 
profperity, to declare the principles we hold, relative 

to the VOLUNTEEK INSTITUTION OP IRELAND 

which we cannot do better than in che words of 
Dar own aiTociation, and in the following refolutions 
of the Dungannbn meetings of February 1782, and 
September 1783 : — 

(association err tbe rinsT »BiFi«8T voluntkcr go ) 

• Wi^ whoTe names are hereunto fubfcribed, having 

* aifociatdd ourfelves together, to learn the mill- 
' tafy difcipline, for defence of oorfelves, this 

* town and country, lindthe fnpportof the rightsC 
' of IRELAND, under the name of the first 

* BELFAST VOLCNfEElt COWFaNY, do plight 

' our faith each to all, to be governed by the 
< voice of the majority in every cafe that may 
' arife; that we will not withdraw from the cora- 
' pany from any other caufe than removal or 
' bodily indifpbfition and that we will never ac- 

* cept of any wages or reward from government 
^ as a volunteer company, or fubmit to take any 

* military oath or obligation therefrom." 

(dunoannom mzxtimg, FEftftUART zj, iyZ%.y 

' REsOtVEn, that we hold the right of private 
' judgment in matters of religion, to be equally 

* facred in others as in ourfelves* 

' Resolved^ therefore, that as men,, and as ikish- 

' MRN, as CHRISTIANS, and as PR^OTSSTANTS, 

* we rejoice in the relaxation of the penal laws 
' againit oar ROiblAN catholic fellow fabjeds; 
« and that we conceive the meafure to be fraught 

* with the happieft confequences to the. union 

* «nd profperity of the inhabitants of Ireland.* 
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, (iDUNGANNON MEETING, SEPTEMBER 9, X7S3.) 

* Resolved^ that freedom is the indefeaiibl^ 
* birth-right of irishmen and britons, de*' 
f rived from the Author of their being; and of 
' which no power on earth, much lefs a delegated 
' pover, hath a right to deprive them. 

^ Resolved, that they onlt are free, who 
' are governed by no laws but thofe to which 
' |hcy alJTent, either by themfelves in perfon, or 
' by their reprefencacives freely chofen, fubjeft 
' CO the controul, and freq (gently returnine in(o 
' the coipmon mafs of conftituents. 

* Resolved, (hat the majority of our Hoofe of 
' Commons is not cho/en by the people.' 

Resolved unanimoufly, that the forej^oing alTo- 
ciatioQ and refolutions, form the bafis of our creed 
as citizen foldiers^ 

Resolved unanimoufly, that the foregoin? re- 
folutions, pafTed at the Dungannoa meetings-i— adopt- 
ed by the \yhole \olunteer army, and by mod of the 
counties in Ireland —we look upon as a ftandard, by 
which to judge who are, and who are not, volun- 
teers upon principle : And that we will not aflbciate, 
or be reviewed with any, if any there be^ who are 
formed on principles oppoflke (hereto. 

Resolved unanimoufly, that we will perfe- 
vere in the purfuit of an adequate rieprefentation of 
the Iri(h nation in Parliani^nt, without diflin^oa on 
account of religious opinions. 

Resoi^ved unanimoufly, t^at, venerating order^ 
^nd abhorring licentioufnefs, we will be ever rendy, 
as we have heretofore been, to fnpport the Ma- 
gi (Irate in the execution of the law^ in this neigh- 
bourhood. 

Signed, hy order of the Firft Belfaft Volunteer Co. 
HU. TOHNSON, Chairman. 

Resoi,v£d onanitnoufly, that thefe refolutions be 
poblifhed ia e^ch of the Bplfafl newfpapers. 

JOHN RABB, Sec. 
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BELFAST, OCTOBER 2> I792. 



AT A MEETING OF THE 

MRST SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN, 

MR. T. MILLIKEN IN THE CHAIR : 

The following DeciaratioQ was ananimoufly agreed 
to, and ordered po be publifhed : 

THE right of petitioning, that facred claim of 
thofe who fufFer, is a natural right which municipal 
law "neither gives nor can take away. Every age, 
^nd nation, has recognized it. It has been ^oni'e- 
^rrated in thefe realms under the Andlion of common 
and (latute law ; and it is exerted in Turkey under 
^he fabreof defpotifm. With refpe^ to the manner 
of preferring complaint, it would have become ihofe 
Tjrand Juries who have confederated againft the 
common right of the fubjeft, to point out any mode 
ty which three millicns of people could exprcfs 
their grievances more peaceably tfian by delegation. 

Attached a^ we are to one favourite Principle — 
t!ie good of the whole — the greatcft hfippinefs of 
the many, it is neither petty poiicical fcandal, nor 
jperemptory di£lion, nor the throng of names, and 
chorus of corporations, which can d'vert us from 
the unity and integrity of our political faith. To 
render authority either fccure or permanent, it muft 
be eftablifhed in the afeftions of the whole people, 
and we have no fipruple in declaring, that withoiit 
fome fhar^ of political power, no peop!e, nor 
any clafs of people, can have any fecurity for their 
perfonal freedom, their property, their trade, or 
their religion. |t is fo wi.h Proteftants — It muft be 
?b with Catholics. The felf fame principle which 
makes the fornver call for a reform, ipakes the latter 
^nxious for the eledive franchife, as a (hield froni 
opprcffion ; and that principle we venerate, whether 
lodged in the bofom of a ^^rotellant or a Catholic, 
%}({ ^iffic^n pf an American. To circumfcribe iibcr- * 



( 77 ) 
ly is to dcilroy it ; tnd without free circulation, like 
the air wc breathe, it lofcs its fpring, ftagnatcs, cor- 
rupts, and then iffues out from the grand jury 
rooms, hot and pellifcrous,, to check the rifing proi* 
pedis of the nation^ and to blall the glories oi ijHz, 

As for us, we difclaim, we abhor the idea of 
cftablifiiing a ibvcreiguty over our fellow-citizens* 
We refufc any fhare in an afcendancy whifh claims 
cxcluiive and eternal dominion, furmounts law and 
IcgiHatu-re, and cuts off, with mercilcfs profcrip- 
tion, a whoJfi people from all hope of political 
(equality. The law, in every free country, ought 
^ know no exceptions; but to make the exceptioiis 
siore general than the mle, is monftrous ; and with 
poncern we fay^ it is Iri(h policy. 

We, who in 17S2, pledged our lives and fortunes 
to gain favereignty to Ireland, will not, at this day, 
fubfcrjbe to the fovereignty of any party, who under 
the pretext of religion, difguife political jealoufv 
and the tel£Qinefs of monopoly ; nor will we drefs 
ifp any /uch proud aiTumption with the attributes of 
royalty, and with the fpoils of our countrymen. — 
\^c, who iu the hour of danger, and in the face of 
the enemy, were glad to take the Catholics into our 
ranks, witl not now throw them off as noxious in- 
ciKiibraaces, and belying the natqre and end of the 
volunteer inllitution, blafpheming the writ of Dun- 
gannon, fet burfelvps in array againfl the very men, 
'Whom, the other day, we embraced as brothers. 

We who have always aflerted the honour, the 
IBtcrcfli, and intsernal independence of Ireland to be 
maintainable only by the freedom, frequency, and 
power of Parliament, will not complement the. 
abufes of th€ conftitution at the expence of the 
rommunity; nor will we, with heroic indifference 
to confiHency pledge life and fortune to the fupporq 
■pf a political fyilem in all its branches, while rtfo- 
Jutions ilill tingle in our ears, that without ade-. 
<)uate reform, there is no falvation for Irela..d.— ». 
If^or, finall^^ will w? add ourfelvcs to the ^r^ii^'of 
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€hak apdarts in office, who acquire cHaraQer an4 
importance abroad, in the fame proportion as their 
country is Jofing both at home ; who fwell into un- 
Batural Significance by civil diiTention, and whofe 
liaughtinels encreafes with, and by, national humi- 
liation. We follow that excellent man whofe per-> 
ional glory is bound np with' that of his country— 
who in this great queftioo, rifes above the fordid 
stmofphere of party, and we befeech him and his 
* liberal coadjutors, tho' they nay, for a time, be 
unfuccefftiiil, to go on and complete the redemptioa 
of a long fii£eriog people. 

We have refolved, and we keep onr refolatioa. 
We have chofen, and we purfue our choice. Wc 
aft honcllJy, and therefore conclude that we thinly 
juftly. X,ct the law judge of our adions, but fop 
our faith we appeal unto God — the God of all man- 
kind, in whole prefence there is no aiceadancy bat 
that of virtue and juftice-r-'diftinftion of religion, 
like diiiJnftion of colours, is of his ordination. We 
wiJl never vilify the religion of any men, and far 
lefs will we prefame to make thofe varieties of faith, 
which are perhaps natural and neccffary, the en- 
{;ines of civil perfecutibn and political ufurpation. 
(Signed by order of the Society) 

JAMES HYNDMAN, Se9IHCTAiit, 



AT A MEETI^'p OF THV 

THIRP SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN, 

IN THE TOWN OF BELFAST — 3D OCTOBER, 179^^ 

MH. CLOnvOHTHT BIRNJS 

IN THE CHAIR : 

The following Declaration was agreed to, and or* 
dered to be publiihed : 

ASSOCIATED as we are, for the purpofc of 
producing union of intereft and affection among all 
the inhabitants of Ireland, we abhor the idea of 
frithholding from cur Roman Caiholic brethren their 



\ 



( 79 ) 

Civil and religious rights, at the time that we would 
wi(h to enjoy .thofe rights ourfelves. 

We are perfuaded that the religion of any mart, 
and his politics, are not nece^arily connected : Oi% 
the contrary, that the former oaght not to have any 
connexion with the latter.' Jn a civil view, there 
nndoabtedly is a communion of interefts and righta, 
and that every individual who contributes to the 
fupport of the ftate, ought to have a toice . in 
framing -the laws which regulate that date. Bat re* 
ligion is perfonal ; the individual alone accountable ^ 
we therefore deem it impious to intrude between his 
confcience and that Almighty Being, who slIorc 
knoweth his heart. 

; . Ws ajQTert, that the right of petitioning in the 
fabjedl, of whatever denomination, is not only na- 
tural, but perfeAly agreeable to the fpirit of x>ur 
conftitution ; and we confefs ourfelves ignorant of 
any mode by which our Catholic brethren could have 
lb peaceably colleded, und expreifed their feiiii-* 
anents, as by delegation. 

We have fee a of late the publications of Orand 
Juries, which ought to have contained mild and 
^aceable fentiments, illiberal and ungenerous; di- 
re^ly calculated to Cow di£ention, and keep up that 
religious animoiity which has Co long diiiraded this 
ifland, and fubjedled it to the ridicule of a foreign 
adminiftration.— Perfevere* Catholic brethren ! con- 
Hitucionaliy perfevere ! — The caufe in which yon 
are engaged is natural and virtuous* A csmCe ia 
which the Catholic and Proteftant arc equally in- 
volved ; and whether oppofed by wicked ad mini A 
trations, or by filly corporations, whofe underftand- 
ingsand hearts are equally frozen, whilft there ex- 
ifts an almighty and righteous Ruler, your excrcionli 
will be crowned with luccefs. Our endeavours (ball 
never be wanting to attain the much defircd oHjcd;, 
and we truft the day will fpeedily arrive, when Ca- 
tholic and Protedant, Mahometan and Jew, over 
the whole world^ ihali equally enjoy the facrrd 
biellings of freedom and of peace. 

DAVID BJGGAR, Si:cii£TAaT. 
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AT A MEETING ^if THE 

Belfast second sociErr of united jrish- 

MENi 
GEORGE^INNy TVBSDAY, OCT. 9, I792. 

The folloving declaration havinj^ been laid before 
ihcm, by their committee, was unanimoufly agreed 
to, and ordered to be publifhed i 

ASSOCIATED on the principles of hamanity, 
and zealous for her rights, we view with generous 
indignation, the combinations of dcfpots, to ktcf 
]ler in degradation, and fupprefs the voice with 
which fhe attempts to recite her foffcrings and pre- 
fer her claims — Whether tbofe defpois be decorated 
with diadems, arrayed in the livery of a hunting 
club ; or the petty tyiants of the country, affcRibled 
ju a jury room, their principles and objed are the 
fame in themfelies, and to us equally detedable. 
While we rcficft with regret, on the fuccels of 
drfpotifm in Poland, and execrate with horror its 
siiiempts in France, we cannot be infcnfibJe to its 
prefumpiicn and audacity in our native land, and 
the injuftice and cruelty which it proposes to 
perpetuate. We have long feen, and feen with 
pity, three millions of our brethren degraded from 
the rank of citizens, and languifhii-g in flavery.— 
We have feen the fame three millions peaceable and 
fubmiiFive to, and fcrupuloufly amenable to the 
laws of their country — their haughty Lords.— Nay, 
we have feen them forgetful of themfelvcs, their in- 
juries and their infults, armed for the defence of the 
kvngrateful minions Vvho vilify their charafters, infult 
iieaven by pronouncing them incapable of the 
lights of men, and pledge their lives and fortunes 
to keep them, and their pofterity, in eternal 
thraldom. 

Captivated with this unparalleled magnanimity, 
and founding our judgments on the folid bafis of 
charuder, approved by experience, we pionounccd 
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thofe three millions erf our CatWie brethren not 
only capable of citizenihipj bat worthy of its 
bleflings — On this foundation, as men of integrity^ 
We pledged odrielves to oor country, »nd each other^ 
CO ufe our utmofi influence to remove the ftigma froai 
th^ir ehara6ler> and the ilavery from their perfoas> 
of which they have fo long and fo juilly complained, 
and reilore them to a community of privileges and 
itotereft, and confequently of affediion with their 
biechren. 

We now declare, that we are neither afliamed of 
our judgment nor forry for our conduct. The foun- 
datioii of the one appears more folid, and the pro*^ 
priety of the other more confpicuous, every day. 
The digni£ed moderation » the legal preciiion, ge- 
nerous ardor, and D»awed magnanimity of their 
procedure, demoniirace that they are worthy of our 
frit:nd(hip and the freedom of their country. — Of that 
friend (hip we folemnly aifure them, in its utmoft 
extent — and we truft the period is .at hand, whea. 
the wifdom of the legiflature will juftify our judg- 
ment, fandion the propriety of our coodudt, and 
realize our profpeds. 

WuiLB we thus repeat (he avowal of our friend- 
fhip, aod exprefs our truft, we declare at the fame 
time, that the honor, profpcriiy, peace and happi- 
ue{B of our country, are our great objedt, and a re- 
gard to thefe our leading prin<*iple. Of thefe, wtt 
know, identity of intereft,- equality of privilege, 
and harmony of affedlion, form the only folid bafe. 
Neither houfe nor kingdom, divided againft itfdf, 
can poflibly iland. We, therefore, difclaim all con- 
nedion with, and attachment to, oarty or cabal. 
We reprobate with indignation, thAdea of an af-. 
cendancy, whofe imaginary height depends upcn 
depreiling brethren, and plunging them in the 
depths of fervjtude and wretchednefs. We wifti to 
prefent the afcendancy, whatever it is, in its true 
elevation, by reiloring all around :o its proper level. 
Way, we wilh to fecure to our countrymen, not 
M 
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^cepting renal burgeiTes, felf devoted jurors, ani 
other reK>1dtioners« who volunteer in the caufe of 
huinan degradation — thofe very lives and properties^ 
which they have To raihly pledged themfelves^ 
wantonly to thro# away. 

Lastly, we declare td you, bor Cathblic bre- 
thren^ that we ar^ fdlly convinced of the juftice of 
your claims, and the legality of your proceedings. 
Your right of pethibnifrg all or any of the branches 
of the legiflature, is unanimoufly fanAioned by the 
voice of c6mmon fenfe, the laws of tjife land, and 
the praAice even of defpotifnn^ Go on,' then, ge- 
nerous, though degraded men \ Liberty is your ob- 
jed ; and ye have long deferved ic 1 Let the love 
of liberty be your principle, the law your guide, 
and unanimity your fdpport \ Miniflers may frown^ 
coClrtiers intrigue, and juries ftflminate profcrip- 
tions without end. Be not afraid of chem, neither 
be ye difconcerted. Their frown is iniignificance, 
their intrigues foolifiinefs, and their fulminacions, 
like the fhowman's flaih, from pounded rofin, are 
only the amufcment; or the terror of children. All 
thefe will fpeedily difappear. Your voice, preferring 
the claims of juftice, and fupported by reafbn and 
found policy, muft, tfnd will be heard. " Thd 
night of political ignorance, delufioh, and faper- 
ftition, is far fpent; and the dav is at hand." — The 
day, which ihall raife you to the dignity of men, 
and your country to a name among liacions. We 
look forward to its appearance with ardent ex- 
pectation; and fhall hail its prefence with hallowed 
joy. We recogniie you with fympathy as brethren, 
dillnherited, prpfcribed^ and alienated^ in your 
native land. 

We ha've pledged ourfelves to fopport your cla:msr 
of reiloration to your natural rights, and we will 
be faithful to our word. 

In this caufe, we Hand not alone. The brightefl 
ornaments of the fenate and the bar, the wife andt 
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liberal ta every corner of the land, and abore fll, 
the eternal principles of reafon and juflice are 
inufiered on our fide. T^u$ fupported^ we n^ay b^ 
difappointed for a feafon, but cannot defpair. We 
l-epeat, ** your vpice mi^ft, ^nd will be heard:'* 
Your prayers granted, and your rights reftored. 
The day which wall enrol you in the ranks of fel- 
low-fubje^s, will give fecurity to the liberties of 
Jrifhmen^ nervef to their induftry, and honor to their 
name. Till that day, we muft continue^ as we are, 
ja ^eak, wretched> and infulted people. 

WM. OSBORNE, Chaiimak. 

'jVM. MITCHJEI-L,3«caiTAKr, 



AT A MEETING OP THE 

}PQURTH SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN 

OP BELPAST, OCTOBER, ig, I792; 

M^. EDWA«LD KEI.Lr, IN THE CHAIR ; 

The following declaration was unanimoufly agreed 
to^ and ordered to be publiflied ; 

IMPRESSED with benevolent fentimentsfowardf 
fill the human kind, we lament, at this great sra of 
feform, ^hat there ihQuld exift ^[riihmpn. who, living 
under the enjoyment of conftitutional privileges, wilh 
to debar their fellpw-fubje^s qf th|; puf^e rights. 

Connected as we are with another country, 
whofe aggrandizement has been tl^e deflrudlion of 
Ireland, we view with aftonifhment and abhorrence^ 
the weak policy pf thefe nien, who, froni whatever 
fnotivesy wifh to prevent ihe Union of Irishmen, 

Wb are fatisfied that every individual, in what- 
ever country, and pf whatever per fuaiion, has aq 
equal, natural right^in the blemngs of the (late la 
tvbich he lives ; we regret that any part of bur fel- 
Ipw-fubje^s (hou^ be deprived of thgfe bleffings | 
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•^and wc do fincerely lament that Protcflan ts, whe- 
ther under die g^arb of religion or policy, fhouji) 
even dare to wifli for a continuation of fuch 
^avery. 

We congratulate our Catholic Jircthrcn, on the 
appearance of that happy period, whefi the general 
interefts of this ifland will be the only objeft in view 
among all its inhabitants ; when Catholic and Pro* 
tellant will be mutually concerned in one commoi^ 
caufe 5 when religious opinions fhall no longer de- 
bar a fubjed from the enjoyment of civil rights. 

The jiift claim which every fubjcdl has, to prefer 
his petition to the legiflaturs, for a redrefs of thofe 
grievances under which he labours, we believe, need 
mot now be difp«t«d. VV« admire the wifdom and 
modeily qf our patholic brethren, in the mode 
which they adopted of prefi^rring thj§ claim ; and 
we feel ourfelves peculiarly happy in afTuring them 
of our uniform co-operation, and decided luppor^ 
)n the attainment of an obje^i that fo much concerns 
the general good. 

Some late publications no further merit our at- 
tention, than by urging us to declare our utter ab- 
Jiorrence of the fentiments they contain, in order 
tp dilTuadc weak minds from adhering to fuch alTcr- 
tions, to force men to think for themselves, unfetter- 
ed by grand juries or corporations — to aft a juft part, 
and leave the confcqucncf to the Supreme Diipofer 
of evei^ts. 

At this remarkable period, we do moft heartily^ 
rejoice with all the friends of liberty, at the down- 
fall which tyranny has received in France — a down- 
fall, natural indeed I— in which the inhabitants of 
Ireland as well as JFrance, arc interefted ; and we 
hail that happy day, when defpotifm, under what- 
ever mafk, over the whole earth will receive a fimi- 
iar fate— and the ftandard of liberty be erefted i« 
h9 ft^ad. 

ISRAEL MILLIKEN, Sic. 
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BELFAST YDLUNTEERg. 

BY coniBiaQd of the committees of o«r r<:fpeSive 
corps, jointly coaFeDe4 by fummons, wp requeft 
the attendance of all th«ir members in full uniform, 
ac tlic White Linen-Hall, to-morrow, precifeiy at 
1 2 o'clock, for the parpofe of cxpreffing their joy 
at the fncceis of the arms of the French Republic, 
by firing three fcu-derjoies. 

Ttf £ volunteers reqaeft the attendance of their 
^lloiy-dtizcns, at the Donejpall- Arras, at fevcn 
o'clock faid evening, to joii) Vith them in declaring 
f^cir fentiments on this aufpictous event. 

Monday, 29th Oftober, 1792. 

HU. M*ILWA1N, Sec. Belfaft Troop, 
JOHN RABB, Scc.'lFirft Belfaft Vol. Com. 

|ames Maclean, scc. Beiua Voi. Com. 



BELFAST — KOV^MBEk 2 — 1792- 

AGREE ABJL.Y to a late advertifemcnt, the fuc^ 
ccfTes of the I'rench were celebrated on Tuefday by 
the volunteers and citizens of Belfaft, with that 
warmth of afFcftion whicl^ |hey generally difplay ia 
every good caufe. 

The two volijnteer artillery companies, and tl|e 
two infantry corps, aflembled about two o'clock, 
and fired three feu-de-jpyes, in honour of the day, 
on which a Duke and a King, at the head of an 
armed hoft, inglorioufly defertcd the field, after a 
campaign which, both in point of defign and exe- 
cution, was as difgraceful to the arms of Auftria 
and Pruifia, as its object was deteftable and unj»fl. 

In the evening a numerous meeting was held at 
the Donegall-Arms, confining of volunteer citizens, 
and citizens unarmed, in purfuance of an advcrcife- 
ment requefling an afiembly of the inhabitants-^ 
when the following declaration was uns^nin^ouiljf 
^Ijre^d to; 
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VIL. SAM. MC. TIER IN THB CHAIR ; 

WE, the inhabitants of Belfail« vrith heartf 
overfiowing with joy, again afTcmble together, pub- 
licly to declare our happinefs at the glorious fuccefft 
of the French arms, againft innumerable hofts of 
enemies^ — the enemies of the human race— and theii; 
(nal expuliion from the Gallic territories : An event 
by which every obHacle to the conbpleat eftftblifh* 
ment of civil and religious liberty, is removed from 
tiiat hallowed Und— an event which fecures liberty 
to-furrounding nations. 

Sanguinjk as our opinions were of the invincible 
power of a nation of freemen, oppofed to the ara^d 
iilaves of tyrants, yet the event has furpafTed our 
fondeft expedations. 

When we cgn^n^plate the treachery of the ex- 
ecutive power, the perfidy of officers, the diforga- 
nized flate of the army — when He confider the com- 
bination of formidable enemies, with generals of 
the- firft niilitary abilities at the Head of veteran 
troops, yet obferve, that thefe armies have not b»ea 
capable of achieving a iingle important obiedt, cre- 
dibility is aUnofl flaggered> but the world has wit- 
hered it. We cannot help attributing the fuccefs of 
the French arms to the fignal intcrpofition of thq 
Deity, as ap example of the fuccefs with which he 
will crown the efforts ot mankind, in every attempt 
to edablifh civil and religious liberty ^ and we fer- 
vently implore the influence of the Divine Spirit, to 
guide the councils of the National Convention ia 
perfedling the great work in whicl^ they are engaged, 
fp as to render it productive of happinefs to millions 
yet unborn. * . 

The town was almoft univerfally illamina(ed. — 
£very thing demonflrated iincere pleafurc in the 
^ifgrace of two tyrannical courts, that attempted tq 
dfjigoon an united nation into that deplorable flatc 
<>f fpiritual we;l as political bondage, from whicl) 
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It was jaft rec6vering ; and that dared to tell 
twenty-fiVd millions of men — ye shall noi* bs 

FREE. 

Ik the windows of fix or feven hoafes a number 
of tranrparendes prefented thcmfelvcs : — a few of 
tbe mottoes are fobjoined, as trifling circa mftaacet 
fometimes mark the difpoiition of the times. 

Perfect union and equal liberty to the men of 
Ireland. — Vive la Republique : Vive la Nation.— 
Church and State Divorced. — Liberty Tri umphant* 
—The Rights of Men cfiabliflied.— Dcfpotifm prol"- 
trate. — The Tyrants are fled ; let the People rejoice^ 
-^Heaven beheld their glorious efforts, and crowa'd 
tiieir deeds with fuccefs. — France is free ; fo may 
we; let os will it. — Awake O ye that fleep,— A 
gallows fafpending an inverted Crown, with theib 
words : — •• May the fate of every Tyrant be ti<at: 

of Capet."— A check to Defpots The Caufe of 

Mankind triamphant Iriflimen rejoice. — Unioa 

among Irilhmen. — Rights of Man. — Iriflimen i lx)ok 
at France. — Liberty and Equality. 

IRELAND. 

8th Sept. 1^83. — Armed Citizens fpoke« 
2d Dec. 1783. — Their Delegates ran away, 
30th 06t. 1 792. — We are taxed, tyth*d, and e«i« 
flaved, but wc have only co 
unite and be free. ' 
France. 
i^tk Jttly^ 1 789.— Sacred to Liberty, 
10th Auguft, 1792. — The People triumphant, 
azdddober, 1792. — Exit of Tyranny. 
The night clofed in the moft orderly manner* 
without either bonfire or any kind of irregulilrirjr 
whatever^ 



NOTHERN WHIG CLUB. 



AT a general meeting on the 5th of November, 
held purluant to notice, the following Refolutiottt 
were agreed to s 
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ixCH. U. iiiO^AN, ES<^ IN THE tUAlK^ 

Resolve Dy That it is with the greate|l fati»fk€«-^ 
tion we embrace this opporcunity tocoirgratnhMe our 
country on the late ]gn<i6)iiiiois fiightr of the €ne« 
mies CO liberty, from the territory of the Frene&> 
Kepublic ; and to express our bopet, chat irhe pre- 
lent diilorbahces in that coancry may fpeedily ter- 
minate in the ftable tranquility of a good Govern- 
Bient, founded on the principles of e^6al liberty, 

and the unalienable rights of man. (Unamr- 

inonfly.) 

Resolvbb, That as an eaily aeqeiefcence in the- 
jv^ii demands of the people is the fared pledge of 
peace and tranquillity in any country, we trod we 
Aali fpeedily fee the wifhea of this nation complied 
with, by an honeft and effedtual reform in the repre<* 
fentacien of the people, on a broad principle of 
equal joilice and equal l^erty Co aii fe&s and deno*- 
M-inaoions of jriihmen 9 facisfied as we are that ai 
£ncere union among ourfolves, aind a total- oblivion 
of paft diiTentioos, fronv whatever caufe aniing, can 
a.!one fecure to this country, freedom , hoppinefs, 
and profperity. — (One diiTentient.) 

&EsoLV£D, That we fee with the greateil.fatis- 
faction the rapid decay of prejudice and bigotry in 
ihe part of the country molt immediately within our 
obfervat^oo ; and we anticipate with pleafure the 
day of their toul downfal.— (Unanimouily ) 

WM. SINCLAIRB, 
SfiORETART. 



BELFAST VOLUNtJEER COMPANY (BLtJE). 

AT a meeting of the Belfafl Volunteer Company 
(Blue), at the hxcharige, November 24, 1792, 

LIEUT. CETTY IN THE CHAIR : 

[The packets having this day brought the glorioat 
intelligence, of the French having obtained the 
pofl'efliofl of BruiTeh^ the capital of tbe AuAriav 
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Netherlands-^and thereby having virtaally com- 
pleaced the liberation of the Belgic people.] 

1'he company unanimoufly agreed to publifii the 
following deciaration of their fentiments, upon that 
great event : — 

Again has LiuBRf r triumphed-^agalji have her 
fons conquered— -and again we rejoice* We rejoice that 
anocher great country is frbb —and that in Belgia^ 
we are now able to recognize a nation op f&bR*- 

MEN. 

Wb congratulate our countrymen on the ffood 
news ; and we hail it as a certain pledge and fore- 
runner of that reform in parliament, which will 
procure to the people their due weight in the legifla- 
ture of this country. Already corruption trembles 
— and, ere iotig, at the unitbd voice oP thb 
PEOPLE, ihe muA depart the land. Now is the time 
for Iri(hmen to banilh prejudice, and to embrace 
each other as brethren — the children of the fame 
God. Forgetting paft errors, let them Ilrive in fu- 
ture, to promote the happinefs of every religious 
fetl and denomination j and their country mult be 
free and flouriihing, 

JAMES WCLiAN, 3tc. 



REFLY rO JHS, SHEFFIELD AND SBL^jOT 
ADDRESSES, 

Anfwer of the Prefident of the French Aflenrbly, 
(Citizen Gregoire) to the Addrcfles of the So- 
cieties of Sheffield, and tielfad in Ireland. 

Citizens of the world, 

Your addrefTes to the repreienutives of the Frencii 
nation, have £lled them with pleafing emotions.-^ 
In impofing on me the honouraole duty of a reply, 
they make me regret that I can but imperfedly ex- 
prefs, what all with fo much energy feel. To have rhe 
honour to be an Engilih or a Frenchman, carrier 
N 
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firitlk It a title to every degree of mutval ztk&icn ihit 
can fubfift among men. 

The curious io your country are pleafed to tra- 
Terfe the globe in order to explore nature ; hence- 
forth they can vifit AAontbJanc (Savoy) without 
Quitting France ; in other words without leaving 
their friends. The day on which free Savoy unice9 
itfelf with us» and that 6n which children of high 
ihinded England appear among us, are, in the eye 
of reafon, days of triumph. Nothing is wanting ia 
iiicfe affedibg fcenes, biit tUt prelence of ail Great 
Britain, to bear tefiimony to the enthufiafm whft 
which we arc infpired by the name of liberty and 
that of the people wi(h whdm we are about to form 
eternal alliance. 

Tab National Convention hU wiflied lo tefiify its 
fatisfadlidn to the Englifh, in decreeing that they 
woald conduct ih the prefence of fome of them^ the 
trial of the )a(l of their Kings. Sixty ages have elapfed 
fince Kings firft made war on liberty : the moft 
miferable pretextis have been fufficient for ihem to 
fpread trouble over the eart^. Let as recoiled with 
horror that under the reign of Ann, the falling of 
a pair of gloves, and that under Louis XIV. a win« 
dow opening from one apartment into another^ 
were fufficient caufes for deluging Europe in bloods 

Alas ! fliort is the duration prefcribed by eter- 
nal power to our weak exillence ; and (Eall then the 
ferocious ambition of fome individuals embitter or 
abridge Our daysy with impunity ) Yet al tittle mo-» 
ment, and.defpots and theif cannons ihali befilenc- 
ed ; philofbphy denounces them at the bar of the uni* 
verfe ; and hiftory, fullied with their crimes, has 
drawn their characters. Shortly the annals of man- 
kind will be thofe of virtue ^ and in records of 
France, a place will be referred for our telHmonies 
of fraternity whh the Britifii and i^lh focieties ; but 
efpetially for the Conftitutional Society of London. 

I>oi7BtLEss the new year, which is now ap- 
proaching, will fee all your rights reftored. The 
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meeting of your parliaipept atp-ads oor attention. 
We hope that then, philofopby will thunder by the 
mouch of eloqaence, and that the finglifli will Tub- 
ftitute .the great charter of N^ure; ia place of the 
great charter of King John. 

The principles upon which oor own Republic ha« 
been founded, h;ive been diffcoyered by tl^e cele* 
braced writers of your natioo ; we have taken pof- 
feffipo of their difcoTerie^ in the focial art, becaufe, 
troths revealed tp the v^oAd are the property of all 
znankind. A people which has brought reafon to 
maturity, will not oe content with liberty by halves ; 
it will doubtlefs refMfe to caoitolate with defpoi- 
^ifm. 

Gbnerovs Britons! let us aflpciate forf^ehapr 
pinefs of the human race ^ let us deftroy every pre- 
judice; Jet us caufe u^fol knowledge to filtre thro' 
every branch of t^e (ochl tree ; let os infpire oor 
equals with a fenie of their dignty; let us teacb 
t^cm above all^ fhat vices are the infeparable com- 
jpanions of i}avery ; and let os depend opon it, tha( 
oor efforts will be favoored bv tne God of liberty, 
9^ho weighs the deftiny of enipifes, and holds in his 
hands the fate of nations. 
iSee fiflfiff Addrefs, to which f he tibovf rfflj rtftru ^ ^age 66.^ 



BELFAST yOLUNTEER COMPANY. 

At a meeting of the Qelfafl Volunteer Company, 
(Blue) 14th December, IJ9Z» to Mke into con- 
^deration a late Proclamation, ifTued by the Lord 
iiieutenant and Pmy Council of |relan4> 

MR. JAMES MVNFOAD ^N THE CffAIR : 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be ap«. 
pointed, for the purpofe of taking into their confi- 
deration the faid Proclamation-*and do report tht 
faxQe |o this Con^pany pn Monda^r nej^t* 
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A'T a meting of th« B^lfail Volunteer Companyi 
Mpi^ay, I7{h Pccember, i?^^* 

IIEUTENAWT GETTT IK THE CKAXR, 

T^HB following ApD|^BS3 was unaoimouny agreed to : 
TO THE VOLUNTEERS OF IRELAND. 
FELLOW CITIZENS, 

WE are indujccd to addreft you on the prefent 
pccafioD, with an exposition of our fentiments, m 
confequeoiee of the late Proclamation, iiTued hy th$ 
t*ord Lieutenant and Coiincil of this kingdom, 
agiinft the afl'emblingof certain new volunteer aflb- 
ciations in the county and city of Dublin— arid we 
flaalJ bfi very happy indeed, if our ientimetus (hall 
ipeet your apprpbation-r-which will be bell (cnown 
hv the refoiv^?ioBS which the faid proclamation is 
lilcely to draw frpoi ot}ier aiTociated corps^ like our- 
felves. 

Whether, the peace of the country is intended 
by this proclamation, we fhall not pretend to fay-- 
}^c are however more confident in believing that its 
aim is to divide ; and the forced compliment paid to 
inore ^nc.iep( ^fiVciations, in contrad'ltindion tQ 
- thofe now forming, againft which this proclamation 
is levelled, leaves us pn this head little room to 
jdoubt. 

We do not fupppftit poflible, however, that this 
cffeft will be produced ; our country has been too 
loAg divid'ed by trifles, and is no\v too fenfibie of 
the rifing confequence of its people, by the unity 
which pervades iall ranks, to fear fuch an event.— 
V/e all look forward lo the (^mc common obje£l of 
political J ibeKty, and we know too weJl by iad ex- 
perience, that it is not by diviiions we are to ac- 
compliih our purpofe. 

Philanthropy, the oifepring of charity and 
benevolence, is (bedding over us its influence like 
the beft of blefiings, and nvat^kinjct b^comiii|; wii€| 
su-e determined to b? fre^. 
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We origraally took up arms for our defence again ft 
foreign invafion, and we have continued in the ufe 
of them, becaufe we confider it a means of pro- 
ducing internal tranquillity. 

W£ have always when called on, given our af- 
iiftance to the magiftracy of our country, in the due 
execution of the laws. In a word, we edeem ic 
proper that citizens (hould know the ufe of arms, 
anjd we confider that country in the bed ilate of de- 
fence, when the people are ftrong. The fame force 
which was ready to defend the country againft the , 
attempts of foreign force, we hope, will be ever 
found equally ready to aflert domeftic quiet ; the 
prefervation of private property ; and the common 
rights of all the people of Ireland. 

We confider for ourfelves, that it is the unaliena- 
ble right of all the people of Ireland to carry arms, 
and in confirmation of the faid opinion, this Com^ 
pany always has been open to the admiflion of men 
of every religion ; — and the experience of many 
years proves to our knowledge, that a man's fenti' 
ments in this refped is noted of his ability, becaufe 
wehave found the fame addrefs, and the fame good 
behaviour in our brother foldiers, profelTmg to be 
Roman Catholics, as in thofe of any other religion. 

Impressed with thefe fentiments, and highly 
fenfible of the great and ufcful confequcnces which 
may refult from the people embodying themfelves 
for the purpofe of learning the u{c of arms : We 
hail as brothers our fellow citizens, entering into 
aflbciations like our own, for the welfare, profpe- 
rity, and emancipation of their country ; under 
whatever name or of whatever religion ; and we 
will cultivate with them one common intereft. We 
declare for ourfelves, that the freedom of our coun- 
try is our only objed; and if we are aflced, what 
are our views and our wilhes ; without hefitation, 
we anfwer, we want the renovation of the Conftitu- 
tion ; and to thofe people who are pleafed to call 
ail public virtue treafon^ and all improvement inno- 
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vation— wfc reply, that an eft'eftoal aiid adiqaitfe re- 
form in the reprefentation of the people in parlia- 
ment is our only objedl, in the purfuit of which 
obje^ we fhall never flacken our efforts. 

If bad advifers, or weak and wicked men, fhall 
force the people into extremity— on them let ail the 
zniferies fall of civil convuliion. 

The people demand that fliare of the Conflitution 
which icsfpirit vvarrants,.and in the purfuit they are 
juftified. — We are now united — let us porfevere—- ' 
and fuccefs will crown our endeavours. 

JAMES MACLEAN, Sbc. 



# 



#* Tbo' the following is not conne£led with the 
general fubjeft of this Book, it is inferted here as 
a means of preferving lifls whfch <willj at a future 
day, be confidered curious. , 



FOPULATJON, ET CJETERA, OF BELFAST, IN 
l^%% AND 1791. 

Number of Inhabitants, &c. in the town and fub- 
urbs of Belfaft, as taken ill January, 1782, by 
Mr. Robert Hyndman, then High Conftabic, 

2026 Houfes, containing J ^^3 3 M^^^^^^^^ 

In all, 1 3,' 05 

There were alfo in town, 388 looms, moftly em- 
ployed in the cam brick, lawn, and coctob 
branches; 13 ftocking-loums, i hair loom, 4 
carding-machines, and 25 I'pinhing.jennies for 
cotton, the number of the latter then daify in- 
creafmg: Out of the above there were the ibl- 
lowing number of each trade, &c. viz. 
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Bi|tc)ier9 

Bakers' 

Barbers 

Coopers 

Carpenters 

Cabinet-makers 

Cfeandler^ 

Hatters 

Hollers 

Mafons 

Nailers 

Painters 

Ropers 

Reedmakers 

Shoemakers, two of them females. 

Saddlers 

JSawyers 

Smiths 

Stayi?iakers 

Taylors 

Tanners and Curriers 

Weavers, one ot them a female. 

Watchmakers 

Wheelwrights - ' 

Sundry other trades 

Tobacco Spinners, (giving employ- 
ment tp 152 children of both 
fexes.) 

Publicans under licence for fpirits and 
ftrong beer, being one to every 
16th heufe. 



«7 
40 

23 

163 
68 

' 22 

27 
18 

7 
48 

27 

9 

20 

6 

224 

H 
26 

1 

65 
33 

389 

'4 

9 

166 
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By the above it appears the town and fuburbs were 
increafed fmce ill Jan. 1757, being 25 years, 
nearly one half; the following being the then 
jft^te of the fame : 

. r 7993 ") Prnteftants, 

1779 Houfes, contaming^l ^^^g J Roman Catholicks. 



8549 



[ 9^ ) 
There were at that period, 399 loom9, and 1800 
people able to bear arms. 
Increafe in houfes is 247 
Ditto in Inhabitants 4556 



/ 



/iV 1 791. 
Number of the Inhabitants, See- in the Town and 
Suburbs of Helfnft, taken at Midfummer, 1791, 
by the fame Perfon. 
2909 houfes occupied. 
198 do. untenanted, chieHy new hoafes. 

3107 Containing 8932 males. 
9388 females. 

In all, 18,320 

There arc 522 looms employed at cotton. 
129 do. at cambrick and lined. 
28 do. at fail cloch. 
16 do. at dockings. 

695 Ipofns in all. 

There were 229 fpinning jennies, from 25 to 100 
threads, which draw 15,273 threads of cotton, or 
nearly 6y threads each on an average. 

Out of the above there is ihe following number of 
each trade, &c. viz. 

Butchers . . 39 

Bakers - - - 67 

Barbers - - 30 

Coopers - - 115 

Carpenters - - 169 

Cabinet-makers - - 40 

Chandlers - - 29 

Hatters « .- 38 

Hofiers - . t6 

Mfjfons - . - 68 

Naiiors (one female) - 4t 
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Painters - - 17 

Ropers - - 35 

Reed-makers - • 6 

Shoe-makers (two females) - 312 

Saddlers - - 22 

Sawyers - - 37 

Smiths - • 69 

Stay makers - - 15 

Taylors (one female) - xob 

Tanners and Curriers • 45 

Weavers (fix females) - 679 

Watchmakers - - 22 

Wheelwrights, - - 6 

Sundry other trades - 220 

Tobacco Spinners, giving employment"] ' 
to 20 children of both fexes, (decreafe | 
in 9f vear^, including children em- ^ 5 
ployed, 165 : the confequence of | 
impolitic revenue laws) J 

Publicans under licence for fpirits and 1 
ftrong beer, being one to every 17th / , * 
houfe : a great number of them per- f ' 
fons who have trades - J 

By the above it appears, the town and fuburbs were 
encreafed in lefs than 10 years, 

Houfes - 1,081 

Inhabitants - 5>2'S 



As Ballymacarret is only feparated from the 
town of Belfaft by the Long Bridge, the following 
view of its progreflive improvement is given : 
In 1781. In 1791. 

Houfes 96 Houfes 

Males 195 Males 596 

Females 224. Females 612 



^79 



419 



1,208 



Refolutions, dated 12 December^ by a Club fly led 
Jacobins, are omitted • 

O 
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AT A MEETING OP THE 

FIRST BELFAST VOLUNTEER COMPANY; 

DECEMBER 189 179%, 

WILLIAM TENNENTy IN THE CHAI&. 

THE rOLLOWiNG ADBRE8S WAS VNANIM0I78L7 AGREED T*. 

TO THE FOLUNTEERS OF IRELAND, 

rSLLOW SOLDIERS, 

YOUR COUNTRY IS IN DANGER ! 

THE period of a few fleeting nvofiths has fcarcely 
dapfcd, fincethe Firft Bel fail Volunteer Company, 
imprefled with the interefling fitu^tion of this ifland, 
and the extraordinary encreafe of its armed citizens, 
did public to the world, anew, their fentjiiients 
concerning the volunteer inftitution — a dignified and 
mofl honourable indication, in whofe lifts fh^uld be 
found ejirolljed the names of ali^ the virtuous inha- 
bitants of Ireland. We, who in the hour of dan- 
ger, and in th;e face of the enemy, took up firms 
in defence of our country, when lefi to its own ener- 
gy, by an abandouied and imbecile adminiftration ; 
We, who have received the unanimous thanks of 
-eve-ry branch of the legillature, did not imagine^ 
that the arm of power wouJd ever be upii/te^ in 
this land, to fupprefs the revival of our laudable 
aiTociations. 

When the right of the people to appear in arms 
. Js called in queRion, by a proclamation of the Lord 
Lieutenant and Privy Council of Ireland ; when 
the exercife of this right is branded with thp epithets, 
illegal and feditious — when menacing preparations 
by land and fea, indicate the 4iear approach of war; 
and when falfe and malicious reports are induflri- 
oufly circulated, with a view of fpreading jealoufies 
and difcontents ; we call upon you to be firm !-^. 
to perfevere 1 — to unite ! 

1'he union of the people now makes defpoti 
tremble in foreign lands. It is to union Ireland 
xnuft owe its falvacion : the want oi uniooj ten ^ears 
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fince, reodered abortire ail your efforts for eman* 
cipation. 

I Our fellow foldiers pf Poblin, are charged with. 

I a/Tembling " to v^ichfland lawful aiithont^, and 

vioijently .and forcibly to rcdrefs pretended griev- 

j ances." — What ! are the grievances of which the 

I people complain, only ** pretended ones ?" Is 

feeking a reftoration of our rights — a reform in the 
reprefentacion of the people in parliament, an ati- 
{empt to fubverc the conftitution ? We fay, no ! it is 
to reftore it. 

Under thefe circamftances, we efteem it onr 
Suty to make a further declaration of our pria« 
ciples and opinions. 

We aifociated for the defence of ourfelves, this 
town and country, and for the fupport of the 
rights of Ireland. We fay, that it is the right of the 
people to be reprefented in parliament — taxation 
without reprefenution is oppreflion — that the peo- 
ple are not reprefented — that parliament is oop 
as it ought to be, an emanation from the people-— 
—that the grievances under which the people labour 
are almoft innumerable and intolerable :— But we 
' add, jthat a real and radical reform in the reprefenta* 
tive branch of the legiflature, would reAore the 
people to their due weight in the government of the 
country, and every leffer evil would quickly vanifb. 

Tf^BSE are our opinions ;•— neither proclamations 
nor threats fliall deter us from the purfuit of our 
rights. — Our deiire is peace ; the welfare of our 
country,, of our families, of our friends, require it 
of us. Let thofe who, by reMing the united voice 
of a nation, drive the people into extremities, be 
alone anfwerable to G6d and (heir country, for the 
confequences. 

FsLLow-SoLDiBRs! — Unite 1 — encreaie your num- 
bers and improve your difcipline ! — a people 
Mpiring to be free, fhould be able to prote^ 
liberty. An armed nation can never be made ilaves^ 
Ferfevere ! and oar country mud be faved 1 

WILLIAM TENNENT, CHAiRMAif. 
JpHJJ RABB, Seceitart. 



( iop ) 

TOWN MEETING. 

WE the fubrcribers> inhabitants of the town of 
PcUaft, carncftly requeft the attendance of our fclr 
low-citizens, at a general meeting of the town, a^ 
the market-houfe, on ^^edne(day' next, the 26th 
infl. at nogn, for the purpofe of exprefling our len- 
timencs on the prefent ftate of public affairs ; and to 
enter into fuch other meafures as may be deemed ex- 
pedient for the accomplifhing that great objedt — ai^ 
equal repre fen tation of the people in parliament^ 
Qelfaft, December 19, 1792. 



C. Ranken 
Wm. Brown 
Cuna: Greg' 
Alex. Orr 
Will. Steycnfon 

}a«. Fepgufon 
ohn Macartney 
Sam. Thompfon 
James- Holmes 



Robert Davis 
Robert Thomfon 
Will. Sinclare 
Robert Getty 
Aiex. Mitchell 
John Holmes 
John Brown 
Alex. Gordon 
John Robinfoa 



Wm. Magee 
•John Cutning 
Wra. Tenncnt 
Thomas BrowQ 
Jtihn Boyle 
Thos. Sinclare 
Sam M'Ticr 
Henry Haflett. 



COPY OF AN ADDRESS 

To the Delegates for Parliamentary Reform, {n 
Scotland, unanimoufly agreed to by the Second 
Society of United Irifti men, of Belfaft ; and 
recommended to the other Societies of this town, 
to be fent as the joint addrefs of the four Societies ;' 
which was accordingly done, in December, 1792. 

ASSOCIATED for the purpofe of promoting 
union among Iriihmen, reftoring three millions ot' 
brethren to the rights of citizenihip, and effectuat- 
ing a radical and complete reform of parliamentary, 
reprefentation for the people of Ireland, we cauriot 
behold, with indifference, the vivid glow of pa- 
triotifm which brightens the' face of other nations, 
and the irreiiftible .elafticity, with which man, long 
bent down into a bead of burden, (hakes off the 
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yoke of defpotifm and refumes his form ere£l, Si^ 
neighbouring kingdoms. \A/e exult in the triumph 
of humanity which regenerated Gaul exhibits ; 
add the revival of the iong-dprmant valor, which 
made the Csfefars tremble, and in earlier times> 
filled Rome itfelf with fuppliant mourners. We 
accompany with raptures, the ileps of freemen 
(raverfing the montains of Savoy, eredling the 
ftandard of liberty on the ftrong holds of dcfpotifm, 
and uniting the great family of God in the bonds 
pf fraternity, in the fruitful plains of tieigia we 
hail profpecls equally grateful to the enlightened 
eye, and flattering tp the liberal heart. The arm 
of defpotifm pallied — her hofls difcomfited — her 
fhrone tottering tp ruin — and her mbtley train of 
jdaves and fycpphants^ with all her proud abettors* 
plunged in delpair, or meditating, with fell re« 
yenge, a laft convulfive druggie in her caufe. 

But our raptures and our triumphs might be 
ranked with the cranfports of children, did we dwell 
(or ever, as with the itare of fooliih wonder, on thefc 
^he glories of another land ; while even the fainter 
brightnefs which opens on our own, and filler king- 
doms, ihine? unnoticed. Thajik God ! there too 
we fee the light of political knowledge widely 
difFufed ; aqd the feeds of liberality vegetating with 
vigor in the genial warmth of reftprcd fraternity, 
and united patriotifm. With us, that knowledge 
hath already affumed the form of language, and, 
in hnmble refpedful petition, prefented the claims 
of a profcribed nation at the bar of the legiflature. 
We are forry to fay thefe claims were not treated 
with deference, or decency. We were not dil- • 
couraged, but reanimated by their rejection. Tkc 
chaos of Irilhmen, as by the voice of Omnipotence, 
was indantly moulded into a body, its membera 
arranged, and ciie frame organized. Nor were 
vigor and harmony ever chara6lerized in greater 
perfection, than in the reprel'en cation of that body 
i^pw exhibited in the metropolis of the kingdom.—^ 



And as it reflets the image of the original, w^ 
kmo^ it will fpeak its voice->-the people's voice I— t 
the cnly *« Jure Di<vim^^ htm) of Nafions ! 

Wi Icnow too, that voice Jhall be heard, Jriih- 
IDcn have willed it, and they mujt be free. The 
violations of their cooftitution, the perverfion of 
h% principles, the abufe of its powers, and the 
avowed influence of venalitj and corruption, mud 
be fwept away together ; not, Ke hope, by the 
awfuJ experiment of a contefted Revolution— may 
Heaven avert the dieadful neceffity ! but, by a 
woliuitary, immeiiiate^ and radical Reform. 

Wit 1 1, e \\i\s is the obje^l of our defires, oar 
anions, ^nd oar onion, and we are unalterably 
determined, by peaceable and conftituiionaj means, 
to obtain it, we reprobate the mean idea of enjoy- 
WZ it exclufively. Liberty is the defire of all na- 
tions ! The birth right of all men ! To prcfcrv'C 
it, with watchful jealoufy, is the firft political duty ! 
To recover it, when arretted by the hand of tyranny, 
the higheft pinnacle of human glory. That all men 
may aiTert, reclaim, and enjoy it, is, therefore, 
the fervent prayer of oar hearts ! 

That Scotland, for ages, the afylum of inde-' 
pendence, and equally renowned in arms and arts ; 
that Scotland, the modern nurle of literature and 
fcience, whcfe fcminaries hfive fqpplied the world 
with ftatefpien, orators, hiftorians, and philofo- 
phers ; Scotland, whofe penetrating genius, has 
forced its way into the rcpofitorles of nature, un- 
veiled her hidden myfleries, and brought forward all 
Xer richeft treafures for the healing of the nations f 
Scotland, where a Reid and a Beatty broke the fpells 
of an annihilating philofophy, which had reduced 
the univerfe to a Jhadoivy idea ; who held her up to 
ridicule; and prefen ted creation anew, in her native 
fubftantiality and folid glories, tt> the fight of all 
men I That this fame Scotland fhould have fo long 
forgotten her degraded ftate, as a nation, flept over 
her political iiifignificancc^ or filcntly ac<juici<;^4 ift 
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tk« fbockery of a popular reprefeotstion, among tb^ 
fenators of another people^ hack long filled us with 
inexpreffible aftosiAment. And, when -we reAeded 
on oor relation of feiiow-fubjefls, or, as oor Ca* 
t)K>Hc brechrea have mote properly dcnonsioated us, 
fUlo^ fiavtil and the more iolemn ties Qi reiigiou 
and blood by which many of os are conneded with 
yo«« we candidly own our aftonifhmeat was aoc 
&ee from a mixture oX regret : for, however homi- 
liatiog our own ficuatton may have been, the Pro- 
teilancs and reformed among as, io the fcale of free^ 
dom, were much fuperior to the ScociKb people. 

What your date, as a people^ was, previous td 
the day which fct upon your independence, and 
blotted your name frcHn among the nations of the 
earth, we prefume not to delineate. What your 
ftate, from that day, has been, and now is, we 
kftow, ami ye, tbt dilegatis /tr promoiing a reform, 
mud feel. Delineation of it is, therefore, anne- 
ceiTary. We only (ay— and we fay it, with coini-* 
den'ce, Scotland as a nation, or part of a nation, 
has no people ! Tbt idtm therefore if a parliamewtar^ 
reprefentation of the Cemmons of Scotland is only a po» 
litical fiSion I a fiction io bold, that we are a(loni(hed 
at tbe avdacity, which firllr prefumed to hold it out 
as a reality. And when we eonfider that a whole 
nation implicitly fwallowed the iilea as a rtdity, we 
cannot be ftfrpnaed that the genius of a Hume ihould 
iftTert tho poficion, and endeavour to impofe the 
reality of the univerfe, upon a credulous fceptical 
world, as an idea only. 

Your eyes, brocher* friends of a rt^<rrm^ are 
now opened to the deception ^ yoor tongues are 
loofed, and your pens ready* While, with your 
eyes ye behold the neceffity and importance oi the 
poliiicai regeneration wlvich you have united to pro- 
mote, let )'Oar tongues malce it familiar to the ears, 
aad your pens prefeni it lo the eyes of youK bre- 
thren., 'mi^fe fatbetf loere a people. We are affur- 
od of your abilities/ your leaf ii tog, and your.eiO' 
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qxieDce ; ybar patriotirm we doubt not ; ahd bit 
your perfevefance we rely with confidence. Nor 
can we foppofe^ for a moment, that ye will ever 
fuffer the whifper of malice; or the frowns of 
office to deter you from your purfuit. It is worthy 
of men — worthy of you«.And ye will not abandon 
it ! Ye will never difappoint your brethren by dil- 
gracing yourfelves! We know the conflid is ar- 
duous. But, where the public good is the end, and 
the means are legal, every flep is fafe ;— Succefs 
fure, tho' ilowi and the reward immortal. 

(The abo*ve, it is belienjedt t/jas onlj puhlijbed in 
band bills, and not in the ne'w/papers.) 



rOJVN MEETING. 



AT a general meeiing of the inhabitants tt Bcl- 
faft, convened by public advertifement, (for which, 
fee page loo) at the Town Houfe, and for want of 
room, adjourned to Mr. Vance's Meeting-HoufCi 
on Wednefday, December 26, 1792, 

CHARLES RANKEN^ IN THE CHAIR. 

At a period when the public mind is fo much, 
agitated— when the nation feems to be in a ftate of 
fmothered war 5 — we deem it the duty tf every man 
who is a friend to his country, to peace and good 
order, to come forward and publicly avdw his fen- 
timents. 

We, therefore, declare, that after all W6 have 
heard and read about our glorious and happy confti- 
tution, we are fo ignorant as not to be able to find 
what it is : We cannbt, however, conceive, that if 
in any nation three-fourths of the inhabitants are 
nbfolutely excluded from all (hare in the legiflature 
and only a very fmall part of the other fourth re- 
prefented j if the great majority, of what are called 
the reprefentatives, be appointed arbitrarily, by a 
few individuals^ ior a long term of years^ and not 
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At;co«iital)le to th* people ;-^If places and jptfnlloM 
be muUipried for the purpofes of corruption ; — if 
no rcfponilbility be annexed to the great offices of 
llacc ; if taxes without end be levied off* tht 
pebpJe, and the nation involved in debt, for tht 
purpofe of pqrchafing vdtes to impofe more taxes ^ 
— If the hono Jrs of^hc peerage be brought to falc 
to raiie funds for the fame purpofes ; if the forplu^ 
of the revenue, inliead of being applied to IcHen 
ijie national debt, be carried to another country, 
whether tp bribe the reprefentativcs of the people 
there, or to pay German hutcbers for malFacreing 
the friends of freedom in France ; if the fubjeS 
be deprived of the trial by jury, whether by penal^ 
jlatutes, by re'venue or fotne laivs, by fiats or by 
a^tacbmenis t'- V/e fay-^if any nation labours undef 
chofe and innumerable other grievances, praflifed 
under colour of law— we are yet to learn wha( is. 
the glenoui and haffy conftitution of that nation t 
We do not hefitate to fay — they are a NAtipN 

OP SLAVES I 

We declare, that a government by K^ing,'Lord| 
Cind Commons, the Commons being a real reprefen« 
cation of all the people, is the government which^ 
jf attainable without violence, we wifh for and prefer | 
that we do not wi!h for a revolution, deeming it the 
latl meafure of dire neceffity— a raeafure to which 
no wife or good man would refort until every other 
jxicans had been tried in vain^and being convinced 
chat our prefenl form pf government, howev<Jr de* 
feftivc, pofleffes the power^ if it had the will, of re- 
forming all abufes and remedying all defeats withpat 
violence or commotion, and that fuch reform Mvst 
take place whenever the united voice of the people 
ihall call for it. 

Anp we further declare our opinion, that if any 
perfons in this kingdom be endeavouring to promote 
a revolution, it gan only be thofe, who determined* 
to preferve till the laft moment their fyftem of cor- 
rMptioQ, their borough influence^ their places and 
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their penfions, pcninacibufl/ oppofe every attempt 
towards a reform, thereby doing their otmoft to 
produce pablic commotion and overthrow the 
govern menti by driving the nation to defpair. — In* 
latoated mortals ! — wiilfuily and wickedly blind t6 
future coQlequences ! — and of whom it may be jufl- 
ly faid, ^em Deus 'vult ptrJ^e^ trius dement at, ^* 
V/hom God determines to deHroy, he firft make^ 
mad. 

W£ declare, that a radical reform in the repr6« 
fentatioa of the people has long been, and ftili i^, 
the great object to which all oar wifhes, a!} our en* 
deavours tend, the objedl which We have purfaed, 
and which we (hall never ceafe to purfue until it is 
attained ; that to attain it we ihall think no facrifice 
too much, no rifk too great ; and that no reform 
can ever be adequate or ufeful, fatisfadtory or just, 
unlefs ALL IRISHMEN, of cvGry defcription, ihall 
be equally and fairly reprefented. 

Resolved, That, with the utAioft deference for 
our countrymen in general, we would moll refpedf- 
fully i^%gt9i the propriety of county meetings and 
of PROVINCIAL CONVENTIONS, by delegations 
. from pariihes, cities and great towns :-^a meafure 
by virhich the united voice of all the men of Ireland 
would be drawn to a focus, all wild idtas exploded, 
a permanent chain of national communication fQrm-> 
ed, and the important bufinefsof the kingdom con- 
dudled with that dignity and energy which become 
a. great nation, peaceably, but firmly demand- 
ing THEIR RIGHTS. 

Resolved, That a cominiitee of twenty one be 
now appointed, with full powers to correfpond, in 
our name, with our fellow-citizens in all parts 
of this country, in all parts of this province ; and 
in all parts of th£ other provinces ^ and in concert 
with them to purfue fuch meafures as (hall be deem-* 
ed expedient for procuring fuch meetings and 
conventions : — ^^That faid committee have full power, • 
(when they Ihall deem the time proper) to call, ia 
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our narae^ a general Meeting of the inhabitants of 
this parifh> to apppint delegates to fuch meeting itnd 
convention, and alio to call us together for the fame 
purpofc. 

RESOLVED, THAT 

C Rankcn Samuel Ncilfon Wm. Tcnncnt 

Robert Tbomfon Revd. S. Kclburne Robert Simms 

John Holrxics Revd. P. Vance Pr. M'DonneU 

James Holmes Hu. Montgomery George Joy 

Boiftor White Heary Hafleit H«. Crawfor4 

Jas. Fergufon Robert G«tty Sam. Brown 

Will Sinclairc Sam. M'Tier John Boyle 

be, and they hereby are, appointed a comnaittee, 
for the above purpofes* 

Re80i;.ved — That our warmeft thanks are juftly 
dae to tbe volnntecrs of Ireland— to the old afiociai* 
tions and to the new corps formed and forming :— ^ 
90LDIBRS OF LiBERxr ! — we thank you ! — be 
FIRM I — encreafe your numbers— perfeft' your dif^- 
ciplinc — defpife the fulmina^ions of placed and 
peniioned courtiers, an4 of guzzling corporations* 
Great is your merit! you prefcrved internal peace— 
you aided and fupported the civil Magiftrate in the 
execution of the laws— uitrire and psrsevbrb T 
You faved your country from foreign invafion, and 
;'efcued her from foreign legiflacion— and flioald a 
conteft for liberty ever become neceffary, (which 
God avert^ we trail you will refcue her from inter* 
na) oppremon. 

Resolved, That a voluntary contribatipn be 
received from the inhabitants of this town, who, 
from age, infirraitiy, or other caufes, are prevent* 
cd from enrolling themfelves ampng the volunteers^ 
for the purpofe of creating a military fund, to fup- 
ply with ammunition and other neceflaries, the 
volunteers already embodied and embodying in 
pelfaft— and that the committee this day appointed, 
be requeued to take the trouble of receiving (hf 
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Akd with great deference to our coontymen, wt 
beg leave to recosnmeud the adoption of a finiilar 
sncafure. 

CHARLES RANKEN, CHAikiSAW. 

Mr. Ranksn having left the chiir, Mr. William 
Sinclaire w&s qnanimoufly called to it ; and it was 
then Refolved, that the unanimous thanks of this 
meeting be given to the chairman for his readincfs in 
taking the chair, and for the ftridt propriety of hi* 
condyA in it^ 

WILLIAM SINCLAIRE. 
SAM. NEU^SOJ^^ Secretary, 



The following js an account of the tticcting af the 
inhabitants rtf Belfaft, on the fubjcA of a Reform 
in Parliament, at which the foregoing rerolutiona 
were agrfecd to* 

DEBATE. 

THE meeting was one of the imoft numerous of 
the inhabitants of this town that we ever recoIIe6l. 
Charles Ranken, of Richmond Lodge, Efq. being 
unanimously called to the chair ; th^ bufinefs was 
opened by Mr. P,obert Thomson* 

Hk obferved, that we were called together to 
rxprefs oul- fentiments on the ftate of public affairs 
;it this criiis — a crilis the moll important and awful 
that had occurred in this country f^nce the R-evoJu- 
tion of i6S8. Difcon^ent pervaded the kingdom ; 
the people felt grievances and wifhed them redrcfTed ; 
l>ut wany wild notions had been taken up about the 
mode of redre/s ; chat many talked of a revolution ; 
many talked of liberty and equality, words little 
underiiood by fome, and to which ftrange ideas were 
atinexed ; that if we could this day lay a foundation 
for pointing the attention of the public mind to a 
propdr object and to that alone, the town of Belfaft 
would do more fervice to the country, and acquire 
tppre ^onqr to iti'elf than it eyer had dgne^ or evei:> 
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night do again ; tbac we had nooccafioh for a rnro* 
lution ; all grievances would be redreiTed by a jpar- 
liamentar}' reform, and that might be obtained 
witbottc violence, without anarchy. 

To follow him thro' an excellent train of argu- 
flseot, which carried convi6Uon to the underllandiDg 
of every hearer, as much exceeds our ability as it 
wonld be inconfiftent with the limits of this paper* 
With much force of thought, he. pointed out tlie 
Beceillty thkt at prefeDt exilis for declaring, what 
were ihe objeds of the people. That the agitation 
of the public rendered it abfolutely nece^ary, and 
for that purpofe, as a part of the coliedive body, 
we were that day aflembled. He drew a ftrikiug 
pid^ure of the extreme difference between the former 
ftate of France, under its old Government, wbea 
the will of one man gave law to millions, and the 
ilare of this conntry. We have not, faid he, here* 
like them, to tear up by the roots and overturn Go- 
vernment — we have not to fnbvert, but to reform. 
We had, he faid, grievances, and enormous ones; 
that demanded immediate redrefs. He dwelt par- 
ticularly on the words lihsrty and equality, as terms 
often mifonderilood ; and went at large into the 
firft principles of government, pointing out the 
alterations that take place in the change from ihe 
jlate of nature to that of civil fociety. Among the 
many wild notions that have been fpoken of, noihing 
was .more wild than thofe which arofe from the im- 
proper ufe of the two words mentioned — words 
which by no means bore the meanings often affixed 
to them. He defined liberty as that ftate which 
afforded protedion to all alike by equal lawji, for 
the government and good of the whole community. 
With regard to equality, taken in its literal meaning, 
it was abfurd, for it did not exift in nature. He threw 
the folly of an equalizing fyftem into the following 
point of vievf : He computed the acres in Ireland at 
1 1, 000,000, near 3 of which were generally deemed 
('\vh^r bo^ or moantaio, afd^ for thcpurpofes of huC- 
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kndiy ; and the inhabitants of the krD|dom at 4 mil^ 
lions. Suppor<; the other 8 millions divided^ there are 
only 2 acres for each inhabitant ! The coin of Ireland 
wa5 a good many years fince eili mated at about three 
millions, fuppo^ it now to be Bve ; if equally di- 
vided, ic would give 25s. to each ; — bat that is in»- 
poffible, for the moment infurre^ions began, every 
snan who had money would either fend it ont of the 
kingdom or bury it in the earth, where probably 
much of it would never be found. As to all the 
other wealth of the nation, it would be in a great 
meafare loft ; for no man would have ufe for it, no 
man could buy it. Could a man with two acres of 
land, and 25Sr in money, buy a coach and fix, or 
a iae houfe and its furniture ? Could he carry on 
manufa^ures with that capital ; or could he buy 
fhips and export your produce and manufactures to 
foreign markets ? Would any man by fuch a parti- 
tion acquire any thing worth contending for, or for 
which he would wi(h to throw his country into con-p 
fuiion, and deluge it with biood ? Surely no. Bat 
Jet us look a little farther — the fpendthrift, the 
drunkard, the gambler, would not have their bad 
habits eradicated by two acres of land and 25s. in 
irtoney ; they would quickly be gone ; the careful, 
fober, pariimonious clafs of men would acquire 
them ; here again is inequality, and a new partition 
mufl be made by a new commotion, and more blood- 
ihed, to reflore equality again ; and this without 
end. Who would not Ry to the verge of the earth 
10 avoid a country where fuch confufion reigned ? 

In the interval of contention, trade and mana- 
faclures, the foul of induilry and the fpring of 
wealth, would be loft ; for the nveans of carrying 
them on would no more cxift. From the inftant of 
the eftabliihment of a ftatc of equality, (were it a 
poffible cafe) from what we are, we (hould infallibly 
fall into a ftate of beggary, and become a nation of 
favages. He declared, that he preferred our go- 
veiAfiient ;o ^ycry other^ with ati improved rtj^i^ 



fttitatidn ; but without it, any other wss perhaps 
«.s good. Imprefied with fuch ideas, he had drawA 
tip a Declaration, which he won id fubmit to the 
alfenibly, and which he hoped would produce aa 
unanimous vote ; he accordingly read the whde, 
and afterwards moved it paragragh by paragraph^ 
feconded by Mr* Wmi Siftclaire, 

It was moved by Mr. John Holmesi on cotnia^ 
to the third refolution^ that the words ** if otuiinA"' 
ifle *wUbo9t 'viaUncei* ihould be expunged, which 
led to fome debate, but was at kngih negatived^ 
Vfith three or four voices for expunging. 

Mr. Robert Getty faid, that a Reform in 
Parliament was the utmod bound of his wiihes, and 
if attained, he Should as one reil contented^ He 
confeifed that the Britifh Conftitution, in its theory* 
was peculiarly adapted to the people, and perhapf 
better fitted for their preieo^colKiition than a purer 
one. He went into the -firilr principles of govern- 
inenti proving that it was an inilitution intended to^ 
promote the good of fociety* That fociety had a* 
right to model or reform it as they pleafed, a^id 
found mok conducive to their intereil* He ilateda 
cafe, that if a people fairJy appointed a co»vexytioii 
for examining abufea crept into their govern menc^ 
and that the plan for its reformation had afterwards 
net the perfed fanflion of thofe who appointed them 
to prepare it — in fuch a Situation, a government that 
would pretend to oppofethe general will, would bo 
guilty of high treafon agalnll the (late. If ever fuck 
a day fhould arrive, he would fay as one that he 
ihonld be found at his poft, ready to do his duty to 
his country. He urged with much ability the wif. 
dom pf rally ing round one point, r&Mnd the confti^ 
tution--'2i% nothing could prevent the completion of 
eur wifh except a divided fentiment anK>ng Ottrielye5« 
Let moderate men come forward — the public interelt 
requires it : let us fave the country from the miseries 
of convuliion by a reform. Let governors beware 
how \>y folly they commit this cquixtry; for if it 
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9rtT tiappened, it woold perhaps be foatvd that tii# 
bcauciful frame of our govcmmeiit mighc be loft^ 
ftnd that neither the exifteoce of a Prince, nor of 
fapient hereditary coMAfeliors, would be thought 
cfiential to the vital principles of freedom- 
Ma. MoNTFOAD faidy there are four clailes of 
people in this afTembly to whom I wi(h to addref^ 
nyfelf ; the firH are thofe who by r^afon of ;heir 
advanced age, or want of health* are unable tt 
ierye their country in perfoo ; they may do it much 
/ervice by contributing to the caufe in a pecuniarj 
way» Unlefs you appear to be in earned, and abl^ 
to carry into execution what itiay be a^ed on at your 
Convention, you will be fporned at by thofe who a( 
prefent enjoy the power of rujiog in this country^ 
1 therefore earneftly recooitnendi tp f^cb as cannot 
perfonally affift in this bofmefs, by jeafon of yeara 
and infirmities, and are rich, that a fobfcriptioQ bf 
immediately opened to purcbafe arms, ammunition^ 
,znd accoutrements. The iecond giafs of people^ 
are thofe who Once took up and carried arms in ihf 
canfe of ^heir country, but who have long laid them 
a£de. Different caufes may have operated upon chf 
minds of different men to induce them to do fo | 
many years have they flood idle, and left the t»fk t<$ 
others, who have laboured iaceflantly to emancipate 
their country^ To thofe who were enrolled amony 
their armed brethren, I recomtnetid their imme-* 
diately refumiog their arms> and heJping; to liberati^ 
their country* The third clafa are thofe who are 
)roung enough, who enjoy good health, and whg 
are rich enough to enable them to be volunteers^ 
but, neverthelefs, have not yet joined their brethrea 
in arms , to thofe 1 recommend their lofing no timet 
— the caufe requires the exertions of alii thcfe haya 
as much at flake as others, ] therefore entreat them 
to come forward and eorol themfelves among their 
armed brethren. 

The fourth and lad clafs are very different from 
thofe I have mentioned, thei^are the lower order gi 



At ^ople, but who arc the ftrength of tlie ndtioilj 
by whofc labour the whole are fupported ; theft 
have their country's welfare ai much at heart as thd 
others, becaufe on them falls the weight -of many 
ufelefs and burthenfome taxes, which are again lavifh- 
ed away upon placemen and peniloners. This de- 
fcription of the people are williiig to help to free ihtit 
country but are not able. Their afliilance is abfo« 
luceiy neceiTary, for the caufe requires the union 
and force of the whole people. By reafon of theit 
poverty they are not able to arm or cloath them- 
felvcs, nor to lofe the neceflary time requifitc to 
obtain a proper degree of difcipline. To enable thctn 
todofo fhould be applied apart of the fubfcriptions 
raifed by the rich ; help them alfo with your aavice j 
they require the advice and indrudion of thofe 
whofe ilation and /Icuation of life have been fuch as 
to enable them to acquire knowledge, experience 
and wifdom. Avoid being^ led with rafhnefs into 
premature meafures ; be firm, but be not ra(h ; for 
On the determined coo! firmnefs of the njuboU 
people, does ths fuccefs of your meafures depend. 
The time is now arrived which requires the exertions 
ef every individual of the community, in the fcveral 
flations and fituations in which they arc able to ad* 
You who are rich and not able to ferve in perfon, 
contribute and contribute liberally to the caufe, by 
c'nabling your poorer brethren to a 6b. Ye who are 
poor come forward and you may and will be en- 
abled to do much good, by the contributions of the 
rich being applied to aflill you. And to you who 
are rich enough to arm and cfothe yourfelves, and' 
whofe age and health are fuch as make yon eligible 
ioldiers in the caufe of your country ; I hope you 
will all come forward at this crifis. Perhaps fuch' 
another coincidence of circumftances may never 
come again. The caufe in view is a glorious caufe, 
the falvation of your country ; be united, be firm, 
aftd in the end you mail be fuccefsfol. 
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CotJNSELLOit Sampson fupported thramendment^ 
6n the ground chat it rendered the refolution more 
explicit. 

Rev. Mr. Kelburn oppofed the amendment, be<- 
taufe he was convinced it could anfwer no valuable 
end. He faid that as an individual he did not pre- 
fer the much boafled confiitution ; he did not knovy 
whether there was really any fuch thing : he had 
heard of a government by King, Lords and Com- 
mons, but could never approve of hereditary legiila- 
tors, becaufe wifdom is not hereditary ; and he afked 
if fecurity could be given for their inheriting here^ 
ditary wifdom, as well as hereditary titles — and 
granting that this could be done, and that Lords 
always inherit the wifdom of their progenitors, yet 
he could not fee any right to hereditary legiflation ; 
for it was fuppofed to be a fundamental principle of 
the Britifh Conflitution, as it is called, that the peo- 
ple cannot be taxed without being reprefented, and 
that it was as bad to be fubje^ to other laws, J 

lawj affecting life^ without being reprefented, as 
laws affedling property, for life is more valuable than 
property — all that a man hath will he give for his life« 

Besides, Crown and Lords are two to one againfl i 

the people in this fuppofed conflitution, the L.ord» ] 

are created and creatable at pleafure by the Crown, 
and the Commons have been found at times very 
complaifant, fo far fo, as to give up the rights of | 

the people for fomething to patch their old coats. 
The mover of the amendment had faid, that it 
would be time enough to ufe the >\ords propofed to 
be expunged, when a leform (houid be denied ; but as 
no fecurity could be given that a reform would, not be 
denied ; it was but fair to fpeak our minds out at once; 
we fpoke but hypothetically, and only faid that we 
would prefer a government by King, Lords and Com- 
mons, were that Commons to be the true and real 
representatives of the people, rather than have re- 
courfe to violence, though we might efleem another 
form of government more perfect. 



( "5 ) 

At a meeting of the Belfaft Volunteer Battalion, 
(Blue) 29ch December, >792, 

ROBERT GETTY IV THE CHAIR, 

Thi following Addrefs to the Society of United 
Iriflimen of Dabiin, was unanimoujQy agreed co : 

Friends and Countrymen, 

ACCEPT of oar fincere thanks for your ani- 
mating addrefs to the Volunteers of Ireland ; — as a 
part of that body permit us to aflure you, that we 
are ready to proted our * Country in that guarded 
' quiet, which may fecure it from external hoftility, 

* and to maintain that internal regimen thronghouc 
' the land, which fuperfeding a notorious police, 
' or a fufpedted militia, may preferve the bleifingi 

* of peace, by a vigilant preparation for war.* - 
Your country is much indebted to yon, for yoar 

zealous efforts to revive that latent fpirit which has 
too long (lumbered in the breads of Jrifhmen ; on 
the efforts of the people, the freedom of Ireland 
depends. 

Go on ! generous countrymen— continue your 
efforts for the good of the whole community. Tho* 
eoyy may detrad, tho' corruption may calumniate, 
and tho* the hand of power may be raifed againft 
yoQ, yet fuccefs will crown your labours, for the 
people are with you, and will fecond your patriotic 
exertions. 

ROBERT GETTY, Chairman, 
JAMES M-CLEAN, Sic. 



At a meeting of the Committee appointed by a 
late meeting of the inhabitants of Belfaft, at the 
Donegal!- Arms, on Monday the 31ft of Decem- 
ber, 1792, 

JAMES HOLMES IN THE CHAIR: 

Resolved, That this Committee do recommend 
k to (he feveral parifbes, granges, and gr«a( towm 
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ip the county, to meet and eledl each t:vo Derfon&» 
to reprefenc ihem at a county meeting, to be hel4 
on the i4th day of January next, at Bailymena ; 
for the purpofe of promoting that great meafure, an 
equal reprefentation of all the people in parliamenCj, 
and to determine on the propriety of cailing a pro- 
vincial meeting, to forward the fame purpofe. 

REsotYED, That in conTequence of the power? 
veftcd in us, we do hereby rcqueft a meeting of the 
inhabitants of the parifh of Shankill, at the parifh 
church, on Saturday next, the fifth of January, to. 
ele£l two Delegates to attend the meeting of thi? 
county, propofed to be held on the 14th January, 
at Bailymena: — And alfo, a meeting of the inha- 
bitants of Belfaft, at the town houfe, on Tuefday, 
the 8th January. 

Resolved, That the mpde of election on thi^ 
occaiion, be recommended to be by ballot; and iix 
order to expedite the bufinefs, it is requefted that 
each perfon do come prepared with the names of 
two Delegates, written pn a piece of paper. 

A Committee will attend with bo^^es cpnftru^e4 
for the purpofe of taking the ballot, from eleven 
o'clock until two on each of the days. 

C9a2niictee adjourned till to morrow at i2 o'clock^ 
' JAMES HOLMES, Chairman. 



BELFAST LIGHT DRAGOONS. 
JOHN. BURDEN ;N T«E CHAIR. 

AN authentic declaration of the public opinion^ 
being now neceflary, both for the direftion of the- 
legiflature and the people : and as the country is 
not yet, we truft, fo far degraded, that its unani- 
mous and perfevering demands upon any point of 
government, can be finally unfucccfsful : — We, the. 
members of the Helfaft Light Dragoons, have af- 
femblcd, in order to declare our political kix\\y 
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. |. Ws d^tfm that a government b/ a King, Lords, 
^nd Comrtions, the Commons being freely and frc-» 
quently chofen by the people, is ihac belt adapted 
to th« genius of this country. 

II. That the objed of the people is not to intro^ 
<)ace, but to abolilh novelties, fuch as venal bo* 
roughs, o^ennial parlian)ents» and peniioned repre« 
fentatives ;— .-what we reprobate is ne'w — what wo 
venerate is ANCIENT. 

III. TjfAT wc are determined to continue our 
exertions until we obtain an impartial reprei'enta- 
tfon, of AJ.L the people— ignorant of any principle 
!>/ which a religious denomination (hould be ex« 
eluded ; nor could it be the intention of oar ancef- 
|:9rs to abridge, a man of civil freedom* becaufe he 
^xercifed religious liberty. 

IV. T^AT the only trufty fafeguard of a country 
is an armed and difciplined people — We will there- 
fore continue embodiecj, and in the ufe of arms, 
pntil we fhall obtain the objeds of our \vi<lies ; and 
^hen we will continue in arms that we may defen4 
them. 

HU. M*ILWAIN, Sbc. B. I*. D. 



BELFAST MEETING. 



WE the. fubfcribcrs, beg leave refpeftively to 
fuggell to our townfmen, that we conceive it highly 
proper, at this lime, for the inhabitants of Belfaft 
%o addrefs our moll gracious Sovereign, and humbly 
to offer iheir warmefl thanks to his Majeily, for his 
paternal care of, and affeftion for, the people of 
Jreland, fo ftrongly manifefted by his Majelly's re- 
commending to the ferious confideration of his Irift^ 
Parliament, the fituation of his Majeily's Roman 
(Catholic fubjeds of Ireland. 

And we eameftiy requefl a general and full 
^9?(i<ig 0^ (^c inhabitants on Saturday next^ a( iii\% 
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tfwn-honfc, at twelve o'clock, to confider of tbii 

buiiners. 

Bclfaft, i6th January, 1793. 

Hugh Crawford G M'llvcen, jun. ttugh Montgomery 

Jftiin Cuming William Tennent Robert Thomfon 

William Sinclaire Henry Joy William Bnicc 

Sinclairc Kclburn Henry Haflett Joha Holmes 

James Holmes Thos. Andre wg, George Welb 

John Haflett Tiionia* Brown. Robert Simm» 

hdw. M'Cormick 



The addrefstohis Majefty from the inhabitants 
of Belfall, was confined folely to exprefficns of 
gratitude and thanks for his royal interference with 
parliament in behalf of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland, 



DECLARATION AMD PRINCIPLES OF THE 
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FRIENDS OF A PARlJAMENrABX REFORM^ \ 

IN SELF AST I \ 

AT THEIR SECOND MEETING ON TBURSDAT lOTil | 

JANUARY, 1793 J i 

WADDELL CUNNINGHAM* IN THE CHAIR : 

SEVERAL years have elapfed iince many of the 
^iieft and bed men in England, Scotland, and Ire- , 

land, ftimulated their countrymen to demand a 
Parliamentary Reform \ under a convidlion that it 
would conduce as much to the liability of govern- 
ment, as to the liberty of the people. Had that 
demand htzxi unrcafonable, or that reform onnecef- 
fary, both would long fince have been forgotten or 
xeroaincd neglefted. But that demand has gained 
itrength by age : and the people in (lead of bein? 
lulled into indolence, are in danger of being roufea 
into fury. Had the advice and intreaties of MOw 
PERATfi MEN been attended to, the conHitutioQ 
aftd the adminiftracion of this country would now t)^ 
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fccnfe; and continental revolutions WoM be C0n-« 
templated by this fret and peaceable ifland, at 
tranfadions in which we had no other (hare, thaa 
thac which man fliould cake in the fufferings or the 
welfare of man* 

Thosb honefl patriots who iirft excited the people 
and oFered their beft advice to government, are now 
called upon to reooind and forewarn ad mini drat ioa 
of the confequences of their former fupineneis, 
and their prefent obftinacy. They have alfo exert- 
ed themfelves in keeping alive fome refped for the 
^ tonfiitution^ and fome regard to peace, together with 

I hope of redrefs. But if their exhortations co govern- 

I Blent be flighted, they feel that their influence with 

I the people will be equally difregarded. They will 

then be reduced to a dilemma, which cannot long 
hold them in fufpence. They m nil take part with 
government, or they mull enliil under the banners of 
the publip. They mud either co-operate in eila- 
blifhing a tyranny in their country, or ru(h into tue 
intemperate meafures of an indignant multitude. 
I'hey may be obliged to renounce an infatuated^ 
court, or to meet their deareft relations and friends 
in arms. Some may feek a remote retreat ; and 
lament in iilence the miferies and the crimes by 
which their native land (hall be overwhelmed ; but the 
more numerous and vigorous party will aHuredly, after 
ftruggling in vain again the torrent, plunge into the 
floud of civil conteil. They may endeai/our to regu- 
late its courfe and moderate its rage : but they will 
give it llrength and perfeverance. They will not 
be found among the leail formidable enemies, or the 
lead a£live patriots. 

We wifli not to infinuate, that there exiils at pre- 
fent any party hoftile to a peaceable fettlement. If 
there be, we know it not. but this we know, that 
the public mind is in a ferment ; that the public 
arm is (Irong ; and that the mofl defperate propofali 
may fpeedily become the moll grateful. 
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Wb therefore who have always fought fof reforift^ 
Within the limits of the conflitation, and ftadied 
to conabijie liberty with peace, have determined not 
to flacken our exertions for the Bttaifiment of the 
one, and the prefervation of the others We have 
refoJved that whatever may be the refult of the 
prefent crifis, we fhall be blameiefs ; and that 
neither our rulers nor our fellow-fubjefts, fll^ll have 
caufe to accufe us either of intemperance or remiffneft^ 
But we muft at the fame time folemnly declare thaH 
if the juft demands of the people be defpifed, thofe 
^ho refu/e and thofe who refift redrcfo, will ht 
anfwerable to poAerity, to their country, and lo 
God, for all the crimes and calamities that may 
follow. *, 

In order to avert thefe evils as much as in us Hes^ 
by promoting the objedls recited above, we have 
aifociated under the title of the Friends rf a Par-^ 
liamentary Reform ; and have drawn up the follow- 
ing fundamental principles, in the hopes that all 
who approve of their fpirit will follow our example, 
by forming focieties of the fame kind ; fo that the 
wx7/ of the public may be fo explicitly declared on a 
few clear indifputablo points, that oppoittion to 
fuch meafures may find no pretext in any (hades of 
difference among the people. A^uated by thefe 
motives we folicit ^ friendly communication and* 
correfpondence with every fociety in Ireland infli- 
luted with fimilar views : from a dcfire to receiii^e 
Or give information on the fubjedl of an improvc- 
inent in the reprefentaeion of the Com^mons in their 
own Houfe of Parliament ; on a plan for its reform ; 
and on the moll efieflual meafures for carrying it 
iato execution. 

PRINCIPLES. 

I. A Conftitution compofed of the King^ Lords^ 
and People^ the latter fully and equally reprefented* 
itt a Houfe of Commons, nue prefer to enjery other— ^^ 
admirably fuited to the genius, \vifhes and intcrcfts 
of Ireland. 
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It. The prefent niode o^ reprefentation is abfard; 
tineqaal, and inadequate; contrary id the fpirit of 
our own and of every free government. 

III. We aflert, that the bafis of eleaiori fliould 
be extended to the people of every religious dfeno- 
mi nation. 

With a conftitution fo modelled, as to reflore the 
juft rights of the colleftive body. Without infringing 
on the prerogative of the Crown, or on the digni- 
ties of the peerage, we think this nation, wbofe 
loyalty has ever kept pace with their love of frce- 
•dom, will be fatisfied add reft content. To obtain 
it therefore, it is the duty tif every individual in 
the moft remote part bf the realm to conic forward 
as the voice of the whole people cann6t be raifed 
without redrefs. It is the intereft df all orders in 
the ftate, from the Sovereign through every grada.i 
tion of the conftituted Powers, to fubmit to the de- 
mands of juftice ; for that government is uncertain, 
fiufluating, and liable to eternal convulfions which 
is founded on principles oppofed to tJbe public *wi/t. 
A government to which the confent of the com- 
munity is wanting Verges on defpotifia, and will tet'^ 
miaace in anarchy. 

At the third meeting of the focicty, held January 
J 9, 1793 '-^ 

NARCISStJS BATT, IN THE CHAIR : 

Resolved, That a correfpondence be opened 
ivith THE FRIENDS o/ the ConftitutibHi of Liberty 
and Peace in dx/blin ; and that copies Of thefe and 
future pu'dip tranfadions of this faciety be regular!/ 
Iranfmitte^a them. 

Signed by order 

NARCISSUS BATT, 
Cbairuah. 
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l»!tt.lTARy RIOT IN BELFAST, 

ON SATURDAY, pTH OF MARCH, 1 79}. 

THIS town, after having been for time imme- 
tnorial on the beil fboting with his Majefty's forces 
quartered here, on Saturday night prefented a fcene 
fubverfive of the order, decency, and fafety of the 
community. 

About three quarters of an hour after fix o'clock 
in the evening, a body of the 17th dragoons, inter- 
mixed with a few others of the military, rufhcd out 
from their quarters and drove furloufly through moft 
of the principal ftreets, with their fabres drawn, 
cutting at any one that came in their way, and at- 
tacking houfes. This lafted near an hour, when, 
through the interference of magiftrates, and fome 
military officers, the party were difperfed. In 
the courfe of this bufinels, the windows of a num- 
ber of the inhabitants were broken ; and fome ligns 
torn down. A great number of perfons were 
'flightly wounded, though none took any part in 

tiving opposition to the affray. Charles Ran ken, 
fq. a Juftice of Peace for the County of Antrim, 
in endeavouring to take an artillery man, and after 
commanding his Majefty's peace by virtue of his 
office, was repeat-edly flabbed at, and in a flight 
degree wounded. Mr. Campbell, Surgeon, hap- 
pening to be in a flreet through which the party 
were driving, one of thetn ran acrofs it, a!id made 
leveral cuts at him, fome of which penetrated thro' 
his clothes, and flightly wounded him. The win- 
dows of a milliner's fhop were broken^ in which 
cockades weie hung up for fale. A man had his 
ear and his hand cut with a fword.'^kiappily no 
lives were loil; and to the prudence and quiet de- 
meanour of the town's people it was owing. 

The houfes which fufFered moft were thofe of 
Mr, iVi'Cabe, watch-m^kcr ; Mr, Orr, chandler ; 
Mr. Watfon, on. the quay ; Mr. Johnfon, and Mr. 
Sinclair, public-houfe keepers in Morthflreet ; and 
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the Ciop of Mifs Wills, a milliner, in High-ftrcet- 
Their malice feeme4 principally levelled at the Vo- 
lunteers. Two of the dragoons received am* 
pie puni/hment from the fwords of their officers. 
The confternation of the towa may be eaiily fup* 
pofcd. 

Two caafes have been afiigned for this unprovoked 
di/iarbance : viz. that there was a fign of Damoa- 
rier at a fmall public-houfe iu North ilreet ; and 
that a blind fidler who plays through the ftreets at 
flight, happened to be playing Ca Ira, a French 
air. With refpeft to the fign, it was ereded before 
there was any profped of a war with France ; and 
the circumftance of its being there could not be 
countenanced by the people, for few had ever heard 
of it till the riot brought it into notice. As to a 
. tune played by a blind mendicant, it is too trifling a 
caufe to be ferionfjy mentioned, though he depoled 
on oath,that he never knew the tune in queftion. 

As foon as intelligence of the riot reached the 
officers of the troops, at the barrack mefs, they ufed 
much activity in fupprefling it. Great pralfe is due 
to the exertions of the Magiftrates ; but the rapidity 
with which the party forced their way through the 
town, made it impracticable to fupprefs it till the 
injury was done. The gentleman who commands . 
the regiment now in barracks. Captain M'Donnel, 
fignalized himfelf by the moll adive exertions ; and 
his regiment, the 55th, behaved extremely well.— 
The circomftance of General Whyte's abfence on 
j other necefiary duty, was much regretted ; but he 

I returned to town inflantly on hearing of the matter. 

A guard of 450 Volunteers fat up during the night, 
and no farther harm enfued. 

On Sunday, the Sovereign, by requefl, called 
a meeting of the town at three o'clock, to confi- 
1 der of the beft means of preferving the peace, and 

I bringing the offenders to punifhment. In the mean 

i time Major General Whyte had arrived froni 

I CarrickferguSf and gave aiTuri^acej of hi$ earoeft dc* 
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fire toco operate with the civil power in bringing 
the offenders to punilhment, and promoting the 
fecurity and peace of the town. A committee was 
appointed by the town meeting to enquire into the 
caufe of the diflurbances, and report to a future 
one, to be convened by ihcm as foon as their re- 
port was ready. This committee coniiHed of 22, 
amongft whonfi were the Sovereign, High Conila 
ble, and all the Magiflrates refident in town. — 
This committee, according to inllrudion, fat at 
a quarter paft fix on Sunday evening. — General 
White was invited to attend as a member, which 
he feemed rather to decline, but de/ired- an in- 
terview with the committee, to whom he repeatr 
cd his good wifhes for the peace of the town, 
and expreffed his wifh and his reafons for de-r 
iiring that the volunteers who were aifembled, to 
the number of 450, would difperfe ; as he had 
ordered a patrole of officers, and a -ftrong guard of 
the 55th regiment, who have always behaved with 
order and .regularity; and at fame time pledged 
himfelf to call uj.:On the inhabitants and joia 
them himfelf, if any neceflity required it. A depu- 
tation wa? immediately fent from the committee to 
the volunteers, with a paper dating thefe fadts, and 
lequefting them tp feparatc, whicl^ they inllantly 
complied with. 

The horfemen by whom principally this affair 
was conduced, were entire flrangers, having only 
come in on the morning of the riot, though they 
feemed very well acquainted with the llreets and" 
houfes before night- fall. 

On Monday morning the committee fat by ad- 
journment, at ten o'clock, and proceeded to examine 
witneii'es upon oath refpeding the rioters, for thei 
purpofe of bringing the aggrefTors, whether foldiers, 
or others, tojufticc; But a frefliafTault being made by 
a trooper, on a poor unoffending boy, with many 
cxpreifions of menace which h«id been heard, fhewe^ 
the necedity of removing them from a place whici^ 
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they had already fo much infulted. Upon th« 
committee reprcfenting this new faft to the General, 
he with a readinefs which does him great honour, 
and deferves the warmefl applaufe, ordered not 
only the four troops which came into town on 
Saturday, but alfo ;he remaining two of their regi- 
ment, which had marched 17 miles that morning, 
inftantly to leave town. Two troops he had pre- 
viouily ordered to parade in the morning, that fuch 
perfons as cpul^ identify any of the rioters, might 
have an opportunity of doing fo, and three i^f 
them were accordingly turned over to the civil 
power ; but as the darknpfs of the hour, the fimir 
liarity of their drefs, and the rapidity with which 
they executed their purpofe, made it difficult to 
bring convidtion home to any who had been 

Sruilty of the moft aggravated aflaults, they were 
iiiFered to depart with theif comrades. 



MONDAY, MARCH 1 1— 3 0*CLOCK, 

THE Committee of the town of Bel fall, appoint? 
cd by the inhabitants at large, for the purpofe of 
taking into confideration the riotous proceedings of 
Several troopers and others, on Saturday night laft : 

Think -it prpper to declare, that there is a per- 
fect co-operation between the very refpeflable cha- 
radler who commands his Majefty's forces in this part 
of the kingdom. Major General Whyte, and this com- 
mittee — andthat fuch fteps have, with the GeneraPi 
concurrence, and with this committee's, been taken, 
as will, it is believcdj, completely preferve quiet 
and peace. 

The public may reft aflured that every meafure 
will be adopted to bring the matter to a proper coa-? 
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Tub general condad of the 55tb regiment hzs 
litherco been Aicb, as far as it falls within our 
knowledge — as to dcferve the approbation of tbi« 

For felf and reft of the Committe, 

WILLIAM BRISTOW, So«reign, 

CHAIRMAN or THF COMMITTEK^ 



IT has been matter of furprizc to every friend of 
Selfad, living at a diftance from it, that its inha- 
iitants fubmitted without a murmttr, and withonft 
the ilighceil exculpation on their part, to the mo& 
erroneous and deceitful accounts of the riots betwees 
them and the military. To obviate that error, ihc» 
fellewing Report i» now firft given in print. It waft 
vead in prefence of the people, aiTembled for the 
puTpofc, and became a public property. It is 
Drought forward in confutation of thofe who repre- 
l^ted the condu£^ of the town as indefenfible, be- 
cause it did not defend itfelf ; as well as for infor- 
»ation to others, who rcfpefted the general condudl 
of the place, but were deprived of every argument 
IK its favor, by its iilent acquiefcence. 

This Report was framed by the Committee, with 
an alteration made by Major General Whyte, then 
in Belfatt^ commanding his Majefty's forces in 
this part of the kingdom, and lately invcfted with 
the Commifiion of the Peace for the county of An- 
trira ; who thus united the funftions of a Civil Magi- 
ftrate with the efficient powers of a military officer. 
Had it been adopted by the town at large, it was to 
^ve been publiihed as the adt of the inhabitants, 
with the concurrence of the General. The reader 
win in a moment perceive, by the manner in whicb 
tke fiatement was drawn up, that no grounds 
whatever were laid to juftify any attack. The 
privates of a military . corps, juft arrived in a^ 
tftwtt* the ir-habitants of which they were ncceffariJy 



vnacqaatnted with, (having only marclicd in tlKBt 
morning) avoto an intention of committing an ottt^ 
■rage I and put ic in pradice in. the clouds of tha^ 
very nighty by attacking feveral houfes, and wourr4- 
ing and maiming indifcriminately many inhabi- 
tants, peaceably walking about their bufinefs. — » 
The Report was rcjcdled by the town, .principallf 
becaufe it contained an implication of difafedlioi^ 
the cxiftence ^f which, in any degree whatever^ 
would not be admitted. The lives and properttCA 
of the people are precarious indeed, i^ held at the 
jnercy of men armed by their prafeffioo, Wcrc 
fnch inftances of infubordination general, milrtarf 
difcipline would be at an end, and the exidooce^ 
the ftate itfclf endangered* July l^gy 



REPORT OF A COMMITTEE, 

Appointed at a town meeting, held on Sanday, itA 
March, 1793, confifting of twenty- two Genxle- 
mcn, including the Sovereign, five Magiftrate^ 
«nd the High-Conftable of the Barony of Belfaft, 
to enquire into the caufes and confequences of ai 
dangerous riot, which happened the preceding 
evening. 

[Rejeded by the inhabitants at a town meeting, 
held on the 18th March; in confequence of which 
no authenticated account of this daring, pre- 
meditated, and unprovoked riot ever appeared, j 

2N difcharge of the traft repofed in us, we hamt 
dieard the de portions of feveral witnefles, fo'lemja^ 
•examined on oath before the Magiftrates* 

It was proved, that between fix and feven o'clock, 
on the evening of Saturday, 9th inilant, an alarm- 
'4ng riot began, in which feveral houfes in the town 
ifwere attacked and injured, and fome of the iuha« 
bitants wounded and maimed, by a number .cf 
dragoons of the 17th regiment, (who camcinio jJkc 
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nywn on the morning of that day) aided by tw^ 
artillery men. 

That by the adlivc cxertioTis of the Magiftrate^, 
of Captain Bburne, Aid du Camp to Major General 
Whyte, and of the officers of the 17th dragoons 
and 55th regiment of foot, it was foon happily 
quelled. 

It was proved, that fome Of the troopers, in the 
interval between their arrival in town and the com- 
mencement ot the riot, had avoiaed their intention 
tf committing outrage again ft certain individuals, 
who had been reprefinted to them as difaiFedcd. 

That fome of the rabble, cOnfifting of ten or 
twelve boys and raggamaffins, (as the witnefs ex- 
prefled it) not one detent dr reptitahlf ferfon having 
appeared among them, had infilled that a iidler in 
the ftreet, who had been called on by fome of the 
troopers to play '* God fave the King," fhould not 
play it ; and alfo ufed difloyal exprefTions againft his 
Majefty^ and all thofe that took his part ; that a 
fione was thrown by fome of the rabble, and th%t 
the. troopers then proceeded to demoliih the iigns of 
Dumourier, Franklin, and Mirabeau. 

The public will judge, if thefe circumilances 
Should be admitted as any palliation of the violent 
6utrages committed afterwards by the troopers, on 
the perfons and property of the unoffending inhabi- 
tants, whom the dragoons deemed difaffeded ; fome 
of whom they could have no reafon of thinking fb^, 
and who had not offered them the fhadow of provo* 
cation. 

From delicacy, and an earned wifh that peace 
ftnd harmony (hoald be effedtually reftored to the 
town, we forbear giving a minute detail of the evi- 
dence^ which appeared before us ; and we truft that 
in future a perfedt good underftanding and concord 
will fubfill in this town amongll all his Majefty's 
fubjedls, of every defcription^ denomination and 
proteffion. 



( »29 ) 

"^^E have fccn with indignation feveral crroneoui 
i'eprefentations of this riot ; tending more to enflame 
than to conciliate the parties, which this report will 
prove to have beeii grofs niidreprefentations of it^^i* 
without authority — without evidence*. 

We cannot clofe this report, without obfer^ing 
that the condudl of Major General Whyte, com* 
mander in chief of his iviajefty's forces in the pro- 
vince of Ulfteri has given the highcft fatisfadtipa 
to the public, and that his vigilance, the judicious 
Orders iffaed by him as comniander in chief, and his 
ready compHance with the wifhes of the inhabitants, 
evince that he is a fleady friend to the peace of 
the community — and refled equal honour on his 
prudence and humanity. 

fielfafl, i8th March, 1793. 

* Alluding, it is fiippofed, td uawarranted accounts of it 
t^ublifhcd iii Dublin, 



I [The w6 following articles are not arranged accord* 

1 ing td their dates, but are inferted in the order the/ 

Hand, for the purpofe of connedion with what 
I *precedes them.] 

I , ON Monday evening, the i^tH of April, abotit 

I eight o'clock, a party of the artillery and 38th re- 

I giment, who had arrived in this town on Friday 

I laft, attacked a fign of the late I>oaor Franklin; 

^hich being made of copper and hung with iron^ 
I had withftood the fabres of the 17th dragoons — but 

On this occaiion was laid proilrate by the affi dance 
I of a rope. They then attacked and pulled down 

I the fign Over the newfpaper oiHce of the Northern 

Star. What their next enterprize would have been 

We know not ; but at this period, the arrival of the 
■, Sovereign, and a number of their officers, put a 

i ftop to the evening* %'aJHu/ement. The figns, which 

I kad been removed to fome dtilance^ were abandoned 
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tc tleir proper t^r.ers, and immediately replaced.-^ 
None ot the inhabitants were hart on the occa£cn« 



SATURDAY night, 25th May, 1795, «*^i- 
bited another of thole military affrays to which thit 
town has been fubjeited for fome time pad. We do 
Aot wi(h to enter into a detail of the violences com« 
miued ; fuffice it to fay, that fome of the inhabi- 
tants were dangerouily wounded, none mortally.-^ 
Mr. Birnie, who received a flab in his back^ and 
was otherwife much horted, is in a fair way of re-« 
covery. The yoting gentleman who, at the com- 
mencement of this diiagreeable bu^Defs, purfued a 
young man of Mr. Birnie's with his fword, has, ia 
a very honourable manner, made an ample apology, 
in confequence of which, no law proceedings will 
take place. Captain Barber, of the artillery, has 
en this, as irdeed on every other occafion, £nce he 
has been quartered in this town, behaved with the 
ctmoft propriety, difplaying at once the fpirit of a 
good officer, and the humanity of a good man. 

It is genexally believed Wit, Birnie would have 
been kilied, had it not been for the fpirited exerti- 
ons of Captain Barber and Lieutenant George, ia 
s^id of tke Sovereign^ 



About the &r^ of March 1793* the commhtee 0/ i 

the BELFAST REGIMENT framed the follcvying. ^ 

memorial, and they requeued the concurrence of the 1 

BELFAST BATTALION. The committce of the bat- 
talion had acceded to the principle, and it only 
waited the vote of the refpe^live bodies, at large, in 
order to be tranfmitted to the Lord Lieutenant. It 
was alfo intended to be propofed to the voluntctrs, ' 

by feme members of the commitiees^— that ia cafe 
tie Lord Lieutetimt Jkould gi<v€ a Ja*vcuratU an/u #r, 
they fhould inform Generil Whyte, that if a ioreiga 
enemy fhould land in this country, the volunteeia i 

would place thcmfelves nndef his commafid* I 
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TO HIS tZCELLINCT 

JOHN SARL OF WESTMORELAND, 

LORD LIX0T£NANT GENERAL AND GENKRAi; GOVERNOR %W 
IRELAND. 

The Memorial ff ibi Volunteers of the 7o*wn of B elf aft 

MAT IT PLRAIE TODR EZCBLLBN07, 

WE, yoar memorialifts, aflbciated together in the 
year 1778, to Jearn the'ufe of arms, for the pur- 
pofe of aiding in the prote£lion of this kingdom, 
from foreig;n as well as domeflic enemies. — Since 
that period we never ceafed to be embodied, aQd we 
always held annual reviews. 

We of la'te obferve, with much regret, that we 
are charged with difaffeftion to the King, and to 
the form of Government of this kingdom, in as 
much as we have, as armed men, exprefled our fen- 
timents refpcfting the ncceffity of a reform in the 
reprcfentation of the people, in the Commons 
Houfe of Parliament.— We do hereby declare in 
the moft folemn manner, that the charge is a vile and 
Infamous calumny. — It is our warm attachment to 
the form of our government that induces us to be fo 
ardent in the purfuit of the only meafure which We 
think can perpetuate it. 

We hive been charged with adopting French prin* 
ciplcs — it is true we have frequently teftified our joy 
at the fuccefs of France, when an hoft of foes had 
penetrated into that country for the purpofe of reftor- 
ing the old defpotifm. — But this exultation at the, 
triumphs of the French arofe not from a wifh to fee 
all their practices (feveral of which we deteft) in- 
troduced into this kingdom ; but becaufe that peo- 
ple were thus enabled to choofe their own govern- 
ment — which we prefume, is the natural and unlien- 
able right of every people.— And this principle 
leads us to abhor the idea, of any foreign inter- 
ference with the people or government of our own 
country : ^We have faid and do moft certainly think 
that abufes exift in the admiaiftration of the govern* 
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incnt of Ireland— but we wi(h to fee thcfc abiifci 
correded by the good fenfe of the IriOi nacion« not 
by interference from abroad. 

In the year 1781, when we were involved in a 
war. the principles of which we difliked as much at 
we do the prefent ; when the fleets of the enemy rode 
triumphant on o^r feas, we flood forward and fee an 
example to our brother yolanteers, by offering our 
fervicet to govjernmenc againil inva^on of any kind^ 
We prefume our cpndudl had its effe&., and are 
convinced the idea of inva/ion was then abandoned^ 
from 'a knowledge of the ftrcngth and difpofition 
of the volunteer army.-r-And lei us afk, fbould an 
invaiion be now pedita^ed^ \% it by the few foiitary 
regiments, fcattered over this kingdom, that our 
enemies would be deterred ? — no — we are bold to 
fay. with pur countrymen, who fpoke a kw dayi 
figo froni Dpngannqn — that the volunteers are the 
pnly fure and natural defence of Ireland. 

W^ hold it an incontrovertible fad, thatcitizens, 
by learning the ufe of arms, and employing them in 
defence of their country, do no^ loofe or give up 
fiqy of their rights : were itothcrwife, why did we 
receive the unanimous thanks of both Houfes of 
Parliament after our interference, as armed men, in 
the recovery of our trade in 1770, the recovery of 
an Irifh legiflature in 1782. and the calling for a 
reform in 1783 B 

Ever fince our prigin^il formation we have given 
energy to the law, and maintained the molt profound 
tranquillity in this ^pwn and neighbourhood, and 
this has of late been attended with fome difficulty, 
owing to the recent introduction and wide extenfion 
of the cotton and other manufadures, which have 
brought with them a number of artizans from Man- 
chefter. Dublin, and ejfewhere, llrangers to the 
place, a few of whom introduced thofe difpofitions 
pf combination and outrage, to which this town 
\vas heretofore a llranger ; and the vigilance of our 
^agiilracy has had real caufe on feveral occa£on| 
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to. recur to oar bodies for ailiflance, and we are proa4 
to fay, they never called on us in vain, nor were 
par joint exertions ever unfucceOsful in relloring ' 
order. 

Thrsb times have we inarched to the difta^ce oC 
twenty miles to enforce the law and apprehend 
offenders— in all cafes we fucceeded, and in two of 
them (the redudion of forcible pofieflions) we coald 
not have done fy without our artilleiy. The laft 
inftance evipced a fe^ard fpr (he ]aw, bordering oa 
adoration. 

An abfentee landlord (Earl Her(ford) h^d brought 
an ejeflment agaioft fome of his poor tenantry, who 
lived in 4 wild uncivilized part of the country^ 
whoQ; anceflors had lived in the place for upwards 
of a century, who were willing to pay the full rent, 
and whole principal crime was faid to be eledlion op- 
poiition^nocwithilanding the peculiar circumftancei 
of the cafe — Not with (landing that the proprietor of 
the foil ftood diredly opppfed to this tovyi) 'm ^lecr 
tion matters — ypt oq the application of !h« Sheri£^, 
who had been twice repulfed from the place, and 
who had applied to the military in vain, we inftantljr 
ficcompanied him to the fpQt, where after an obJli- 

. Slate refiilance of two hours, during which time 
we expended upwards oi forty rounds of cannon 
Ihot, beiides a fniart difcharge of muf<juetry — we ob- 
tained and delivered to the Sheriff the poifeflion, 
and afterwards apprehended the offenders, who have 
been fince convided, fnd tranfported to Bouitj 

A PEW months only have elapfed, fince we re. 
ceived the thanks of Lord Hertford, o£ the Sheriff, 
and of the Magiftrates of the county, affembled at 
the Qaarter Sellions, for this exertion in fupport of 
the law; 

• For a long fcries of years we have been in the 
habit of mounting guard, by rotation, in this tovva 
nightly, (when there was occaiion) under the di- 
figl^ion of the Chief Magiltrace; wliereb/ our 
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lownfmen hare flcpt in quiet, without fear of Ac 
Bofturnal depredator ; and the confequence of this, 
iogethcr with the unwearied vigilance of the Chief 
Magiftrate, have been, that robbery is at prefent 
•Dknowa in Belfaft. 

W^ have lately encreafed our numbers, and rc- 
Bovated our difcipline ; and this, it has been faid, 
with a view to intimidate the Icgiflature: nothing 
more falfe ; our objedi are the fame they ever were, 
the defence of our country and the fupport of th« 
law ; let it not be faid however, that we are by 
any means heedlefs of reform ; no ! it is the firft de- 
fire of our hearts ; but this reform we only wifh CO 
proceed from the general will of our countrymeo| 
*nd we earneltly hope it may be granted by pariia* 
i»t*it. But we are at all times ready and willing 
to co-operate with gorerament in oppofine^aoy party 
or fet of men whatever, who (hould prciome to ira- 
pofc any plan or wild ideas of reform upon the Iriih 
nation, whether they come from abroad or orginato 
»t home. 

YovR memoriallfts having thus ftated their con^r 
dud and their fentiments, beg leave to call your 
Excellency's attention to an aft of Parliament, 
which lately became law in this kingdom, cntituled 
•• An aft to prevent the importation of arms, gun- 
powder, ^c." and which aft, as explained in paffing 
through the Houfe of Commons, was intended not 
toafFeftour •* laudable inftitutions," but to operate 
againil certain diflurbers of the public peace, who 
l»ave kept feveral counties of this kingdom in a fer- 
ijitnt for fome years pa(^, and who dill continue 
their depredations ; but to the very great furprife 
and allonifliment of your memorialifts, an attempt 
bas been made to extend it to us. 

Your memorialifts therefore requeft, that your 
Excellency would give fuch direftions, conformable 
to the fpirit of that aft, and to the manner in 
t^hich it was explained, «hen paffing into a law, 
ib as it may not be extended in any manner 



< '3$ > 

to afeft as4 Or If that (hall not fecm etpeditfnt W 
yoar Excellency, that yoar Excclleocy would bo 
pleafed to grant fuch licence as may enable us to 
Keep oar uiual ftock of ammunition, and to poT- 
Ms and ufe pur cannon as heretofore, in fupporcof 
the law, and in the defence of oar coantrj. 



As Belfaft and the County of Antrim are <]eeply 
1 concerned in tJhg Rtfhrt of the Lords Committees^ 

i j^^yW ^^^ ^79h ^^ &^^ * 'uerhatim copy of it, af 
I ^ty^€i^Hj^ as thoic places are alluded to. 

I ** AN unafaal ferment has iot ibme months paft 

diftarbed feveral parts of the North, particular!/ 
the town of Belfail, and the County of Antrim ; tc 
is kept up and encouraged by feditious papers and 
pamphlets, of the raoft dangerous tendency, print- 
ed at very cheap and inconiiderate rates in Dablia 
and Belfaft, which iifue almoft daily from certaia 
ibcieties of men cm* clubs in both thoie places, call- 
ing themfelves committees under various defcripti-i 
ons, and carrying on a conftant correfpondence witli 
each otjier.— ^Thefe publications are circaiaced 
amongil the people with the utmoU induilry, and 
appear to be calculated to defame the Government 
and Parliament, and to render th« people diFatif- 
£ed with their condition and with the laws. The 
conduct of the French is ihamefally extolled, and 
recommended to the public view as an example for 
imitation ; hopes and expedations have been held 
Qp of their a£5ilance by a defcent upon this king- 
ctom, and prayers have been offered up at )it\iai^, 
from the puipit, for the fucjefs of their arms, in 
the prefence q{ military afibctations, which have 
been newly levied and arrayed in that town. A 
body of men afTociated themfelves in Dublin, under 
the title of the Firll National Battalion ; their uni- 
f(9rm is copied from the French, green turned ap 
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%ith white, white waiftcoat, and Ariped trow/ert^ 
gilt buttons,. imprefTed with a harp, and letters im- 
porting, ** Firft National Battalion ;" no Crown, 
out a device over the harp of a Cap of Liberty Qp« 
on a pike s-^^two pattern coats were left at two fhops 
in Dublin. i>everal bodies of men have been coI« 
letted in different parts of the Korth^ armed and 
difciplined under officers chofen by the mfe Ives, and 
compofed mofily of the lOweft c):ifies of the people. 
Thefe bodies are daily increafing in numbers and 
force ; — they have exerted their bcfl endeavours t6 
procure military men of experience to ad as their 
officers ;-^f©mc of them having exprefsly Hated that 
there were men enough to be had, but that offi- 
cers were what they wanted; Stands of arms, 
and ^ gun -powder, to a very large amount, much 
above the common confumption^ have been fent, 
within thefe few months paft, to Belfad and Newry, 
and orders given for a much greater quantity, which 
it appears could be wanted only for military bpera^ 
lions. At Belfail, bodies of men in arms are driliect 
and exercifed for feveral hours, almoil every nighty 
by candle-light; and attempts have been made to^ 
leduce the foldiery, which, much to the honour of 
the king's forces^ have proved ineffeftuaL The 
declared objedl ot thefe military bodies i^ to procure 
a Reform of Parliament, but the obvious intentions 
of mod of them appears to be to overawe thtf 
Parliament and the Government, and to dictate ta 
both. The Committee forbear mentioning the 
names of feveral perfons, left it fliouid in any man-' 
ner affed any criminal profecution, or involve the 
perfonal fafety of any man who has come forward ta 
give. them information. The refult of their en* 
«)uirie5 is, That^ in their opinion, it is incompati« 
ble with the public fafety and tranquility of this 
kingdom, to permit bpdies of men in arms to aiTem- 
ble when they pleafe, without any legal authority-^ 
and that the exigence of a felf created reprefentar 
tive body, of any defcription of the King's fubjeds^ 
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taking upon itfelf the government of them, and 
levying taxes or fubfcriptions to be applied at the 
diicretion of fuch reprefentative body, or of pcr- 
foos deputed by them, is alfo incompatible with the 
public fafety and tranquility." 



AT A MEETING OP THB 

DISSENTING MINISTERS OF BKLFAST^ 

HELD ON THE IITH DAY OF INARCH, I793 : 

IT was agreed, that the following declaratiori be 
published, and a copy of it tranfmitted to the Lord 
Chancellor. 

Having feen in the report of the Lords* Com- 
mittees, dated 7th March, 1793^ the following 
words, viz. *• Prayers have been offered up at BeU 
*' itift* from the pulpit, for the fuccefs of their 
•' arms," meaning the arms of the French, ^^ in 
-' the prefence of military aflbciations which have 
*• been newly levied and arrayed in that town,*' 

We, whofe names are hereunto annexed, dated 
minifttrrs of diftlndl Proteftant Diffenting Congrega- 
tions in the town of Belfail, do hereby folemnly de- 
clare, each of us for himfelf, that the information 
given to their Lord(hips of the committees, upon 
this fubjed is, as far as concerns us, totally ground^ 
ie/s. 

JAMES BRYSON, 
P. VANCE, 
WILL. BRUCE, D. D. 
Principal of the BcUall Academy. 

Since the I^rench declaration Of war againft 
Great.firitain and Ireland wa^ known here, I did 
not pray for the " Succefs of their. Arms;" I dof 
not recoIle6l-that I ever ufed the words; I am cer- 
tain that I never prayed for fuccefs to the French 
arms before any military aiTociation. 

SINCLARE KELBURN; 
T 
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CERTAIN circuinftances having prevented m6 
from attending the Dieetlng of the Diifenting Mini- 
tttTS of Eclfaft, on the nth inftant; at which they 
agreed to exculpate thcmfelves from certain charges 
contained in the report of the Lords' Comniittees, 
relative to them^ by a folemn declaration, that the 
information given to their Lordfhips, on which the 
faid charges are founded, is tstally groanMe/s i — la 
this declaration, as fubfcribed by the Rcvd. Meflrs. 
Bryfon, Vance, and Eruce, I for xsyfelf, M)y and 
perfectly concur. 

JBelfaft, March i 2th, 1793. 

WM. CARMICHAEL. 



ExtraSi of a public Letter, dated llth March, from 
tht Right Hon, Secretary Robert Hobarty to the 
So'vereign of B elf aft. 

** YOU will be pleafed to apprize the leading 
perfons concerned in the armed alfociations of Bel- 
faft, that it is deemed to be the indifpenfiblc daty 
of government to forbid all unlawful meetings, un- 
der whatever pretence they may affemble, whicfr 
ipreads terror among his Majefty's liege fubjedls— 
and it will be right to acquaint them, that \f after 
the warning held out to them by the proclamation, 
they ihall perfifl in their illegal affembiies, the Ma- 
giftrates will, think themfelves bound to difperfe the 
iame, and bring the perfons concerned therein to 
the juft punifhment of the law. 

** It is hoped that the proclamation will of itfelf 
have full effed, and that no perfon whatever, will 
attempt to violate the law in that behalf, efpecially 
as ignorance thereof can, after fuch warning, be no 
longer pleaded. U, however, any body of men 
ihall, in defiance of faid proclamation, appear in 
arms, it will then be the duty of the Magiilrates to 
dirc^ them to difperfe ; and if they fhall tail to dif* 
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perfc upon the order of the Magiftrate, fuch Magif- 
trate will arrell the leaders of the faid body, and if 
he (hail be refilled in the execution of hU duty, he 
is to apply to General Whyte, who wiil afford him 
iiich a-ili (lance ay (hall be neceifary to enable him to 
carry the laws into execution. And, if any body 
ihall again aflemble in arms in Belfaii« and the 
neighboarhood, the Magiftrate will exert himfelf to 
prevent the fame, for which purpoie. General 
Whyte has diredion^ to give every aiSilance in his 
power." 

JpY THE LORD LIEUTENANT AND COUNCIL OP 
IRELAND, 
A PROCLAMATION. 

WESTMOaLAND. 

WHEREAS it appears by the report from the 
JiOrds Committees, appointed to enquired into the 
caufes of the diforders and difturbances which prevail 
in feveral parts of this kingdom, that certain feditious 
and ill affefted perfons in feveral parts of the north 
ef this kingdom, particularly in the town of Belfaft^ 
have endeavoured to foment and encourage difcon- 
tent, and by feditious publications circulated amongft 
the people, and calculated to defame the Govern* 
ment and the Parliament, have endeavoured to ren- 
der people diiiatisfied with their cooditiqn, and with 
the laws. 

And whereas it appears to us, by the faid report, 
fhat feveral bodies of men have been collcded into 
armed alTociations, and have been levied and array- 
ed in the faid town of Belfaft, and that arms and 
gun -powder, to a very large amount, have been fent 
thither ; that bodies of men in arms are drilled and 
cxercifed by day and by night,, and that the declar- 
ed objeft of,t^le faid armed bodies is redrefs of 
alleged grievances, but that the obvious intention ojf 
moil of them appears to be to overawe the Parlia- 
fneat and the government^ and to dictate to botl),' 
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And whereas tbefe dangeiyoas and feditious pro- 
ceedings tend to the dillurbance of the public peace, 
the oblhudtion of good order and government, to 
the great injury of public credit, and the fubverfion 
of the conilitution, and have raifed great alarms ia 
the minds of his Majefty's Joyal fubjedls. 

Now we the Lord Lieutenant and Council, being 
determined to maintain the public peace againft all 
aittempts to diflurb the fame, and being defirous to 
forewarn all fuch perfons as might unadvifedly incur 
the penalties of the law in this behalf, by concur- 
ripg in practices pf a tendency fo dangerous an^ 
alarming, do hereby (iriilly charge all perfons whom- 
foever, on their allegiance to his Majefty, to abftain 
from committing fuch ofTences refpedlively. 

And we do charge and command the Magiflrates, 
Sheriffs, Bailiffs, aUd other Peace Officer^, having 
jurifdidtion within the faid town of Belfaft, and the? 
feveral difiridls adjacent thereto, to be careful in 
preferving the peace within the fame, and to dif- 
perfe all feditious and ^inlawful aflembjies ; and if 
they ihall be rellfted, to apprehend the oiFenders, 
that they may be dealt with according to law. 

Given at the Council-Chamber in Dublin, the. 
nth day of March, 1793. 

Fitz Gibbon, C. R. Dublin, Charles Cafhel, Wa- 
lerford, Weftmeath, Shannon, Eellamont, Chas. 
Fitz-Gerald, Glandore, Dillon, Valencia, Pery., 
Gosford, C Ion m ell, Loftus, Muflcerry, Mount- 
joy, Carleton, J. Beresford, J. H. Hutchinfon, 
Lucius O'Brien, J. Biaquiere, H. Langriihe, T. 
Conolly, Theo, Jones, Henry King, H. T. Cle- 
ments, R. Cunninghame, James CufF, R. Hobart,^ 
D. Latouche, J. Monk Mafon, James Fitzgerald, 
Jl. Longfield, Wm. Forward. 

GOD SAVE THE KING, 



In cora.pliance with the proclamation, the Volun^ 
teers ceafcd to parade, or any longer to appear i^ 
military array. 



STRICTURES ON^ THE TEST, 

TAKEN BY CERTAIN OF 

THE SOCIETIES OF UNITED IRISHMEN; 
WITH- ANSWER^ TO THE SAMEz 

PllGINALLir PUBLISHED IN THE BELFAST NEWS-LETTKK. 



STRICTURE. 
NO. I. 

♦• I, A. B. in the prefcncc of God do pledge myfclF to 
" my country, that I will ufc all rm ahilities and infiu' 
** enci in the attainment of an inearth! and adcqu.itc 
*• rcprefentation of the Jrifli nation in Parliament ; and 
** as a means of abfolute and immediate neccflity, in 
** the, eftablifliment of this chief good of. Ireland, I will 
** endeavour, as much as lies in my ability^ to forward a 
** brotherhood of affetSbipn, an identity of intertft, a 
** communion e/ rights and an union of po-wer among Irifli- 
*' men of all religious perfuaiions, without which every 
** reform of Parliament niuft be partial^ not n<itionaI, 
** inadequate to the wants, delufivc to the wiflies, and 
f infufiicient for the freedom and happinefs of thif 
** country.** 

THIS Teft, originally taken by the Societies of United 
IriQimen in Dublin, has fince been adapted I>y a rcfpeAabIc 
community of the fame denomination in Bclfaft— aflociated 
no doubt with the bcft views and for the nobleft purpofe^^ 
but adluated by a zeal more ardent iu the purfuit of their 
objetSk than difcreet in the means of obtaining it. It hat 
^^ly }>eea rejected by other focieties and individuals car 
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fagrd in the fame caufc. The following expofitton of itf 
priflcipies is liuw made, in order to juftify thofc who have 
declined cnitrinj into this engagement, to relieve thofe -who 
have formed it from the confequence of their imprudence^ 
and to prevent others from precipiutiog themfelvcs into fuch 
aa cnbarralling iituatioa. 

1. This tsst profiffa to hind every man who takes it 'to dsk 

ALL BIS AB1LiTI£» AND INFLUENCE, AND TO ENDEAVOUR 

AS MUCH AS LIES IN HIS ABILITY, to attajn Certain objects.— 
If this be a mere rhetorical flourifli, it is improper in fo 
folemn an engagement, being calculated to deceive, inftead 
cf iufpiriug any juft confidence ; that is, if " all" (ignifies 
only SOME, every one may ufe as little a« he plcafcs, and the 
perfons to whom he is pledged know not what to depend on, " 
If thefe words be conftrued in their jtri^ fenfe, they imply 
that ever)' duty and buliucfs. domeftic, commercial, political, 
and religious, niuft hz rtlinquiihcd till thefe objttSls be at- 
tained, nnlefs he can devote all his abilities and influence to. 
©nc ubjcvfl, aud rcferve the rcjl of them for another ! 

3. On IT ohj0 f9 tvhicb thf Society i$ hound excJuftvely of every 
§ther pttrfurtiSt an impartial Rsprefentation of the hip Natiou* 
The word " impartial** in its original fenfe, which at the 
fame time agrees bcft with the purpof^ and fpirit of the 
United Iriflimen, imports, that every man, adult or a minor, 
nay every woman, in fliort every rational being, (hall have 
equal weight in ele<Sting rcprefentatives- Ip the mcft limited 
iignitication which can be admitted, it means— that every 
man of mature age fliall have a vote for members of Parlia- 
ment without regard to property ; for it would be incoufillent. 
with •* impartialiiy* to require a pecuniary qualification to 
enable him to cxercife the cledlive franchife ; to make liherty 
a vendible commodity; ta make a fcruple of taxing a man, 
but none of hanging him, by a law to which lie had not 
confentcd. This embraces a great variety of the mcft diffi- 
cult qncftions in politics, upon which a wife man would hfe- 
fitatc to commit Limfclf, It includes in particular the fub- 
je(ft of UNIVERSAL CUFFHAGE, rcfpcding which the greateft 
irien of our o\\ n time have differed. It goes far beyand the 
iVmtrican, and e\'en the French conftitution, which ift 
T«»ckt)ned rather a hazardous experiment ; not to mention ci^C 
BrlLiili, which is a fubjc^ of hidory and experience* 
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%, Tat tejl fret4n^ UfUdgt tbofe who taU ti, to ENStATorev 
Ad ftiuib as lies in their ability to fomtrd A COMMUNION 
OF RIGHTS and AN UNION OF POWER amonj Jrijb- 
men ef ail religims ferjuafimit ; that is, that all men Oiall have 
coMMOK RiCHTs aod BquAL PowEB ; that the Bajority (hall 
have power in proportion to their numbers^ and conre* 
qucntly if the Reman Catholics be ten rimes as numerous 
as the Prelbjtcrians, they £ball hare ten timet a» much 
power ; of courfe, being fo great a majority of the people^ 
they may t-ake into their hands the exercifc of gorerameDt 
the enaifting and repealing of laws, the adminiflrattom of 
JuiUce, the eftablifhment of a religion, and the new-model- 
ling of the conftitution. This, and the preceding fe<f^ioffKi, 
involFc matter, with refpc(5l to which the wife, the learned, 
and the patriotic, for many generations have difpoted ; bat 
on vthkhfimt of the United TriHimen pledge themfelves, not 
only that they ftnv agree, b«t that they will continue to agrer, 
till the p«rpofc be obtained ; that is, till it be too late to 
change their minds. And though they (hould change their 
minds before they have obtained it, they are (lill to be 
bound by thefe mental chains to profecute their plan« cTca 
in contradi^ioa to^convitStioa and confcience. 

Against this enfnaring oath it is becoming in erery man to 
caution his fellow-citizens, and it is the duty of a minifter to 
warn his people. This is more efpecially true, when they 
are convened to difcufs a great qucftion, under an idea that 
they arc pledged to refill convi<Slion and to perfift in error. 

4. As this left is calculated to oblige men alwats to asTAiiF 
THE SAME OPINION, it is unphilofophtcal and inconfiftent 
with the dignity ^nd primary right ^f man — freedom of thought* 
As it engages them to perfevere, tho' they fhould change 
theif opinions, it is iinful. As it prejudges the moil diffi- 
cuk and important principles, at the very time when they 
are about to be difcuifed, it is prefumptuous and uncandid. 
And as it is either impradlicable or immoral, it cannot be 
binding, and ought to be openly renounced, left any one 
fliould be deceived. 

The oath " never to feparate until the conftitutton 
ihould be efiabliflied," which was taken by the National 
Aflcmby of France after they had been excluded from tUeir 
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fioufe by the tfoops, was a declaration, that they wt5uld per* 
fift in the difcharge of the truft committed xo them by their 
conftitucnti— and therefore ftri(5lly moral and obligatory. 
It implies no exception, nor refervation, except in cafe of 
irreiiflable force, ficknefs, or death, which are always uuder- 
flood to be exceptcrd. 

f» 
It is creditable to this town and country, that fome indi« 
viduals, and whole Societies of United Irifhmen, have de- 
clined this oath, tkough, no doubt, as zealous as any of their 
brethren. 

J. The ftyle is not that o^a teft» pledge, or oath; It does 
not carry with it the deliberation, precifien, or perfpicuity 
of fuchan engagement. It is declamat«ry, full of point and 
antithefis. It is the compofition of a jefuitical, a rhetorical, 
or an enthufiaftic mind : for either through craft, vanity, or 
precipitation, it is calculated to deceive. Thus, lefl the force 
of the word *• impartial** fhould be difcerned, it is yoked with 
" adequate ;** as if they meant the fame thing : and left 
union of pvwer fliould fliock the minority of the kingdom, 
it is fo fmothered by a crowd of plaufible expreflions, that 
many of thofe, who have taken the oath, feem never to havd 
obferved the phrafe. Ta like manner " partiaP* is involved 
in the blaze ot a fplendid, or the funics of a fmoky 
phrafeolbgy. The French and American conflitutions arc 
fartial ; that is, franchife is reftritfted to property : the Bri- 
tiih, in its beft days, vrsii partial ; for it excluded fome civil 
and fome religious denominations of the people from any 
ihare in the government . The United Iriflmien therefore 
fwear, that thefe are not national, but delujive; inadequate to 
the TvantSt delufive to the wifies, and infufficient for the freedom 
4tnd happincfs ofz pfcoplc. 

6. As the teft does not fpealc of any period of time in which 
th«fe changes are to take place, it mud be under flood of the 
prefent inftant : for if it leave every one to defer thefe exer- 
tions as long as he fliall think proper, the Societies cannot 
adb together ; the Rdman Catholics can have no fecurity that 
they will ever a<fl ; and their emancipation muft be gradua) 
and progreflivc. While therefore the United Irifhmen con- 
ceive themfelves fubjeA to the obligation of this oath, they 
cannot vote for any thing fliort of immediate and univer/al 
cnfraochiferaefit. 
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7- Oaths concerning future opirtson w heRef, tnttap §ni 
imfrifin the mind. A FREE-man loves and thaaks even the 
enemy who would lead him to the trath, or convince him that 
he is in an error ; hecaufe he can avail himfelf of his kind* 
nefs. But he who has sworn, thinks he cannot change, 
and therefore hates even his friend that would dillurb his 
ignorant and bigoted repofe. He accordingly^ aflbciates only 
with his feilow jurors, who foder his prejudices, influence his 
padfions, and throw dufl in his eyes ; fo that, when he ifluet 
from his dob-room, and meets the old, ftauneh and effe<^aal 
friends of civil and religious liberty, he miftakea them for 
dotards, courtiers, and fycopkants. 

It is curious to obferve, how generally and rapidly 
CREEDS AND CONFESSIONS, evcQ on political fubjedts, lead 
to intolcranct and fpiritual pride ; which naturally engender 
petulance and rage, low intrigue, and dilingenuous artifice* 
But even the ruflic, when ht heard two logicians difputing 
in /.n/m, could tcli, that he who feenied to lofe his temper, 
had certainly lofl his caufe.— -«Feb. lo, 179a. 



ANSWER^ 

No. I. 

ra THX STRlCrURES 01/ THE TEST OP TffM 

UNITED IRISHMEN. 

<* I, A. B. m the prefence of God, do pledge myfelf to 
*' my country, that I will ufe «// my abilities and influence in 
** the attainment of an impartial and adequate reprefentatton 
'^ of the Iriih nation in Parliament ; and as a means of abfe« 
** lote and immediate neceflity in the eftabliftiment of thl« 
** chief good of Ireland, I will endeavour, as much as lies in 
** my ability^ to forward a brotherhood of affedlion, an identity 
"* of intereft, a communion •/ rights^ and an union of fower^ 
*' among Iriihmen of all religious perfuafions, without 
** which every reform in Parliament muft be partial^ not na« 
** tional, inadequate to the wants, delufive to the wifkes, 
" and infufficicnt lor t^e freedom and happincfs of thi» 
•* country." 

u 



( 146 ) 

An Iiijhman, the dearcA wi(h of whofc heart it, that hit 
eountz7incn fliould love one another, unite, and be free, ban 
read, with extreme concern, fome' ingenious, tho' fr«tfui, 
ftridkures on the teft taken by the United Societies of Belfail 
and Dublin. The paper appears to be written too much 
with the fpirit of a partixan, who makes or exafperates hofti- 
lity, rather than with that of a patriot, anxious, at this time, 
to extingttifli the firft fpark ef civil difcord ; or ofaphilan- 
thropift, anxious at all times, to maintain peace on earth and 
good will among men. — The argument feems cold cafuiftry ; 
the riile betrays pique and irritation .^The one mu(l be re- 
futed ; and with refpe<5t to a little peeviflinefs of epithet in the 
other, whoever notices it leaft, will anfwcrit bcn,andbcft 
maintain his own fuperiority. 

I. The obje<5^ion againft theufe of the terms all my abiii" 
tUi aniinflutnctf and as much as lies in my ability y is founded on 
a fophifm that runs like a flaw through the whole compoii- 
tion. Two fenfes of a phrafe are taken, the mofV oppofiie 
that can be attributed to it : — oue the moft loofe, and ano- 
ther the mod limited ; one the mod ftridt and philofophical, 
another the moft v^gue and indefinite ; and then the author 
holds them out, faying, of thefe tivo you muft take one. He 
keeps fwinging between the extremes of figniiication, and 
always {hoots pad the plain jand accepted meaning which 
lies before* hhn in'^common ufe and daiiy life. His dilemma 
is always fallacious from its partial enumeration. Thefe 
phrafes in the teft are not addreiTed to rhetoricians who balk 
ia moonAiine, «r to philoibph^rs who Arain at gnats of ob« 
jedtions, but to the common fcnfe of common men. They 
are taken as they are under Aood, only in a. popular accepta- 
tion, at what may.Uc called their exchangeable value in the 
market of the world. The focieties neither promife, like 
the bifciplcs, to forfake all other purfuits, to fufpend all 
other duties, to make a perfonal abandonment which muft 
of itfelf prove public ruin, and deAroy that credit and in- 
fluence which we wiih to poflcfs for. the purpofes pf the teA s 
-—nor, on the other extreme, do they make any rhetorical 
ik>uriAi. They Amply and Ancerely promife, that by their 
ow-n exertions, and by .any influence they may have on 
others, they will co- operate in attaining a particular end, ac- 
cording to their diflferent talents and opportunities, and as 
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far •• is compatible with other DCcefTaiy dtttief, a canditxon 
ib plaAnly implied that it is needlefs to exprefs it. If hereafter 
there ihould be no exertion on their part, or if their a<ftioos 
do not correfpond with their words, the public, whom they 
have attcfted to the confiftency of their condudt, muft be 
their judge ; and the condemnation of that public is the 
penalty they muft fufier. The tcft is a ftandard of meafure- 
xnent which they give to the public, in order to facilitate this 
judgment. Without fuch a ted, " every one may indeed ufe 
as little exertion as he pleafes,'* becaufe there is none to 
^rhom he ftands pledged, not even to himfelf ; whereas this 
tcft forms not only a public record which obliges htm to exer- 
tion, if he has any regard to public opinion, but it is a re- 
cord on the foul, an external confcience which Simulates to 
duty, and fixes and embodies fugitive refolution. AH our 
Mhilities is a phrafe neither taken in its loofeft nor, in its- 
&n€tc(i fenfe, and there is room enough to reft fafely between 
the horns of this dilemma. It is taken by the people in a po- 
pular fenfe, and they refer the derivative fenfe, and. the 
philofophic fenfe, to the college or the cloijler/ 

%. In the fame manner, the author of this bilious publication 
cxtradls every fenfe out of the word impartial, except the ob- 
vious one. This term is evidently fuggcAed by, and is iblely 
referable to, that religious perfuafion which is at prefent 
moft partially excluded from civil rights, as the word adequate 
relates to areprefentation in Parliament, juftly proportioned to« 
the end in view— the happinefsof. the whole people. '* Ifif^ 
fartiaV* is a plain word, expref&ve of a practical truth, that 
Bo government can-fatisfy our wiflies which is not equirable, 
free from regard to party or perfuafion, equal in its diftribu- 
tions, alike to all ; and he who interprets the term ia anyfar- 
fctched fenfe, or invelves any fpeculative queftions in ita- 
meaning, is only catching at a (lar and ftumbling over Araws* 
The ted turns its attention, merely, in the term made ufe of, 
to that monftrous partiality which excommunicates and exiles- 
a whole people, without one overt a<Sb on their part to juftify 
fuch oppreffion ; and were this prominent partiality done 
away, other fpeculative queftions, like thofe alluded to, ffiight^ 
come tinder political difcufiion, which need not now be 
a^wered, as they are not Mvt in contemplation. Even ooir 
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iHft fipppoiUioii of their being agitated at prefent, I caBOOt 
thiok the term impartial could ever be found inapplicable ; 
but it is enough to repeat, that the w«rd is here plainly ap- 
plied to the Roman Catholics, who have (bund in gover&- 
ment nothing but grievance, and in law, nothing but penalty. 
He fays " that -we are bound to one objed exclufxvely of every other 
fttr/uU**'-'A moH palpable midatentent, as I have proved before. 

3. The ted pledges ihofe who take it to endeavour as 
much as in them lies, " to forward a brotherhood of affec- 
tion, an identity of interefts, a communion of rights, and an 
union of power, among Iriflimen of all religious perfua- 
fi6ns.** The verb, to fortvarti, which is conneiflcd with all 
this portion of the tcft, has been wholly overlooked by this 
gentleman, and if attended to mud comprehend and conciliate 
all parties. The end in view is a rcforin impartial and adequate. 
The four articles common afFecSlion, common interefts, com- 
mon rights and common exertion, (the true meaning of 
•* union of power,** not that which the author drains from it) 
are the means immediately to be put in train for attaining 
this end, the four wheels which are to carry us progreffivcly 
to the goal, |o perfeiSt equality of rights, intereds, franchifes 
and privileges ; refiding any afcendancy of party in the com- 
xnon-weal, is declared to he a meafure neceffary to and im- 
plied in an adequate reprcftntation. If that obje<5tbe deiira- 
ble to-morrow, the means muft be put in forwardncfs to-day ; 
but many things prove, and among the red the ftiJe and fco- 
timeats of this paper, that we axe dill far from having a bro- 
therhood of affetftion, that an intereded attachment to fe£U 
takes place of focial union, anil that a part is in the confi- 
dejration, of many, greater than the whole. Under this im- 
predion (not only didant from the goal, but the wheels 
broken) we lament, thatafydem of legal and conditutionai 
equality is at prefcnt impracfiicable, that fome plan of penu- 
rious policy will take its place; yet this ted engages us never 
to lofc fight of the complete redemption of the nation, and 
as we value the end, to forward the means with unremitting 
a<ftivity. Did complete enfranchifement take place this in- 
flant,. there could not happen for a long time an equality of 
political power, the acquifition of which muft in its nature 
depend on the gradual acquiiition of property, and therefore 
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\3e gradual itfelf. As the Catholic landlord influences hit 
Protcflant tenantry, the Proteftant landlords muft (HU hav« 
iofiucnce over theirs, proportioned to the overplus of pro* 
perrj iu their hands at prefent; and during this interval, the 
mental fubjcdlion complained of, tho* by no means juftly, 
tnn(k difappear. But it is laughable to hear this gentlemaa 
frn'miug his ratios between the political power of the Catho* 
lies and Prefbytcrians, as if the latter had a iliare in the go- 
vernment to give away; as if their clergy had contrived tQ 
crafe the word Proteftant, and put Prejhyterhn afcendancy 
in its place ; as if they were not themfelves fed by royal 
bounty; as if there was any national government ; as if the 
people had any controul over eflabliiliedlegiflators, eft.^blifb- 
cd judges, and eftabHflied clergy. Whatever the Prcfbytc- 
rian clergy may figh for, the laity are pretty unanimous Ja 
vriihing for the sovereignty of the people, not op ant 

PARTV ; THE ASCENOANCT OP CHRISTIANITT, NOT OP ANT 

GHORCH : but what fliould l^e condemned is that hauteur 
-which this gentleman and others aflurne in fpeaking of the 
Catholics, when there is little difference between them, when 
the nation is unreprefented, and when every law is truly 
pei&al which ufurps a right, and con^rms the ururpation.-<« 
We mufl all knock at the door of oui excellent conQitution, 
and if ive arc to gain admiliion to the rights of man, why 
ikould not they /—We have no conftitution to give or grant, 
but muft ftrive to get one. By ourfelvcs we ftrove in vain, 
and we muft now ftrive all together. 

" Tho' they fliould change their minds before they have 
obtained it ;**— thcfc words muft mean, that tho* before the 
attainment of a reform, we fliould perceive the danger of a 
communion of rights, yet by the Teft, we fliould ftill be 
bound to procure it. Not at all. — The Teft binds to two 
things, adequate reform, and communion of rights ; and 
fhould it appear, that the latter would be deftrudbive of the 
former, as it would in that cafe be impoflibleto procure them 
tanjointly^ one muft nectJJ'arily be rclinqiiiflicd ; which fliould 
give way, the end or the meam^ is plain, ^nd in this cafe the 
fociety is not only juftifiable but bound to change its mind» 
at wel^ as the profecution of tl\eir plan in fomc of iu parts. 



4. The Teft, it n faid, obliges men alwap to reTain the 
£inie opinion. I deny the aflertion. It is merely to make 
eaodu(^ conformable to this profeffion of principles. I vo* 
luntary took the Ted, becauie the truths contained in it ap- 
pear to me fo indubitable that the whole frame of my mind 
mud be changed before I change my opinion. This change 
i» by no means impofliblc, but it is fo highly improbable, 
that a<^iog as every man mud do on high probability, I do 
i;ot hefitate to pledge myfelf to my country that my conduct 
{hall coincide with my declarations ; and if fo improbable a~ 
thing fhould happen as a change of opinion, I fhould not 
heiltate to declare openly that alteration, and throw myfelf 
on the vcrdiA of my country whom 1 have atteded as wit- 
nefs, and whom I appeal to as judge. I iheuld in like manner^ 
engage to continue a chridian, tho' it is podible my future 
belief in that do^rine may be ihaken. When the-National- 
AiTcmbly of France even fwtap that they will fupport the 
c*nditutioB as edabliihed in 90 and 91, ate they obliged for 
ever to retain the fame opinion of that eonditutioA as they 
do at prefent. The Ted is folely meant to bind a man from 
altering his condu<fb when he does jtot change his opinion, to 
fvrevent him paltering with his confcience, and prevent hi» 
tergiverfation. If a man really, and bona £de changes his 
opinion, no ted, nor no oatb could be binding; and if his 
condu^5l be the fame when his principles are changed, he 
mud fin to his confcience, and it perjured in that cafe, not 
f«»r breaking his oath, but for keeping it. No oath could be 
taken without an exception of this kind, for he who fweart 
that he will always be of the fame opinion, fweart to an im-- 
polfibillty. If our declaration continues without difavowal 
on our party and our conduct contradidts it, we dand falfify- 
ed to the public : if our principles change and our adtiont* 
do not chaTxge along, with them, we are condemned by our 
confcience. 

5. The ftilc of this Ted fs faid to be declamatory, full of 
point and autithefis. I cannot difcover through the whole 
one fentence that is not fubdantial : one figure of rhetoric^ 
one pointed droke, or one contrad of words and fbntimentt 
which creartcs an antithclis^ To aiTert indeed that two nu*- 
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iRcrous focietics " with the heft Yiews and the nebleft pur- 
pofcs,'* would voluntarily- and deliberately form, take, ten- 
der, and adhere to an ** enfMring** oath, "ihe compofitioa 
of a jefuitical, rhctoHcal, or eathufiaftic mind, leading to 
intolerance and fpiritual pnde, and naturally engendering 
petulance and rage, low intrigue, and difingeiHioua artifice,** 
Is not merely a verbal antithefit. It is an antithcfis of the 
heart. It is— —but let nie reftrain myielf. He is my coun* ' 
Kijmzn^^pcrbapi my friend. How can I make uie of the 
weapons of invedbive, when in the appoiite ranks I think I 
€ce SL brother ?— The Ttft is Aifficiently definite and precife 
fot the common acceptance of many feniible and ingenuous 
men ; and the numbers that 'have taken, and are daily takinv 
It, fufficiently prove that it Js fo. It i? not in the power (^ 
words to fatisfy a lawyer or a logician. One multiplies 
words, and .the other fplits meaning, until a plain head is be- 
wildered, and a candid heart is difguded. The (lile of the 
teft is a trifle.— Are the feutimeocs ju(l ? — Uits fpirit Jioucd f 

6l» The Unked Iriflimeu would certainly vote for immc> 
diate and univerfal enfranchifemcnt to the Catholics ; but if 
prejudices be dill fo ftrong as to make total emancipation im- 
praiSlicable, and that all the people of Ireland cannot as yet 
enjoy by law, what they are entitled to by nature, by merit, 
and by fufFerings ; the focietics will (IIU congratulate their 
Catholic brethren that their load has been lightened, .that 
their deliverance is only protradked, and they will felicitate 
themieives, in having been, as they will ibe, in the misfor- 
tunes of their countrymen, faithful allies ; in their profpe«- 
nty (if it iliouid arrive) rejoicing friends. They, indeed, 
would make ^lo terms with fueh a fyftem of profcnption ; n«c 
enter into any compofitioi> with an evil principle, abhor- 
ring as they do, that manichean policy which gives equal 
^ay to the divine genius of the coailitution and to Jtlie de- 
mon of dedrut^ion. 

Far from temporizing expedients, or from allowing penai 
lavf to debauch the ^irit of that conditution, they would 
cjeA the incongruous and contradidlory phrafe from its very 
language. Far from huckdring the rights of man, or fore- 
iUlIing the bounties of God, they would like that divine word 
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which faid, let there be light, and dhaos became order ; pro* 
claim, let there be liberty throughout the land, and the prc- 
fent confuiion would be peace. No. Not a perchance of 
pcrfecution ihould remain, not a fuggeflion to intolerance, 
not a torpid ftatutc which might find in the breaQ of any 
bigot heat and venom. If this people really he as they arc 
defcribffd, let open war be made on them ; raze their habi- 
tatious and fow fait around them ; but if they be mifrepre* 
fented, let no aukward and bungling compiomtfe be made 
with fuch ruinous error, nor let the public mind and capa* 
city be kept a flerilc fwamp, as long as foreign influence and 
intrreft may think proper to retard its cultivation. Had 
this brotherhood of afFe<fHon, famcnefs of intereft, union cf 
rights and of exertion been propofcd and profecuted 50 years 
ago, the prcfeut would be a prouder day for Ireland, but 
ftill its adoption now may anticipate half a century the 
confummation of civil and political religious freedom — 
Oar eyes may ftill fee our country thrice bleft before they 
clofe for ever. Much progrefs in the converfion of the Pro- 
teflant mind to found political juftice, and public morality, 
has been made in a very Ihort time, and the objedlions offer- 
ed to, comprehending the Catholics in the conflitution, are 
fuch as ftrike moft at firft fight, but the effedt of all reafon- 
ing and con fi deration on the fubje(5l, has been to lefl*ea the 
firll impreilion. 

7. The tcft is not an oath^ nor are the terms conrerttble. 
It is HOt an oath, becaufe neither they who take it, nor the 
public, to whom it is addrefl*ed, underftand it as an oath. No 
man can be " entrapped** by giving a fimple ezpofition of the 
principles which he maintained beftre his entrance into the 
ibciety, and which if he does not maintain, he is unfit to be 
a. member. There is always a medium between the extremes 
of this gentleman, and he would pofli us thro' the river while 
ihe bridge i^ juft befide us. This teft is a ferious, manly ma- 
nifeflation'tu our country and to the world, of our political 
principles and our intended praAice. 

It is the efTence of an oath to refer immediately to the 
divinity. In the one, we invocate the vengeance of God at 
the penalty. In the other, we refign ourfelves to the judg- 
ment of the public. The breach of the one is perjury. That 



{ m ) 

•f the otlier, noeortous poltttca} incdnftdeiicy. Tlie one lltf 
the feal of reltgien isiprefled onk. The other it 4 pennaneaC 
iymbol, s cfvf/ bond o# atrachment to each ocher, and to a 
common caiife, doncm a Ihlcmn inaancc« and with 9 me«n« 
in^ and c&eA beyond the obligation of a mere promife. There 
if plainly a gradation and fcale of obligation, or we could 
not think that God would punifh more feVerely the breach of 
an oath than that of a promife. There may be a promife 
— « protcftation— T^rbal—wricten-^ teft— and an oath the 
ftriaefttyeofali. 

It is faid, that the te(f will bind an upright man at 
ftridlly as his oath, and fo will hit bare promife ; but it is not 
the leis true, that in general optnton, a teft of this kind is at 
touch a fvpenor obligation to a promife, as it is inferior to 
an oath ; and in forming focietiet we muft take the worM ge« 
netgUy, not iadividaally. A tc(( without having either the 
fant^ons, or incurring the penalties of an oath« takes a much 
ftronger hold of the mind .and memory, than mere nominal 
fubfcription, often forgotten, fometimes contrs^dt<fled> It 
beht in a Society better, and gives it greater energy. In« 
ftead of a mind, unaifiipiUtedi aggregyte, beatni out to a 
large furfacC) without ftrepgth or coheiion, it comprefles into 
a folid mafs. Without it, there was, as there would be, ▼oH- 
tion without, and zeal without, a(9:iyity. ( am very fenfible 
that ftrong attradtioas generate* (Irong antipathies ; but may 
not too much nicety and fafttdtoufnefs of condud^, or of cri^ 
tictOn* have voc£e e^as, liy cutting t|)e miad off ffom the 
wdiv^i living m^fs, w rapping it up in a ibrt of fqllcp infu^* 
iioQ» and chaaging to a pilUc of falt» wb^t w^ a pillar (jf 
.fojtifiy* 

Tb« gentleman concludes, and pins tjic web of fophiftry 
^y coafounding the efFc(5is d rdigiotfs creeds and confelBons, 
unpofed by human authority, ufurpihg the rights of God, 
with an engagement pHrely ctvil, voliuitarilj entered into be* 
t^cen man and man ; and by fuborqing the principles of 
I'roteftant DifTenter^ to give, evidence agaiafl their prcfeot 
mod honourable condiitSt as men and citizens. 

I coNetuDK by fhying, that the author of this paper dc^ 
^vtft nock grcatct credit for hit «o4irafe, chaa hir fan* 
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dencc ; and I tliink much the fame of faim as of Iftdu, f 
whom the Ephort decreed a crown ia honour of the valour 
he had difplayed, but impofcd on him a heavy fine, for hav* 
iflf fought without either ftitUtr hukler. 

FKBftOAAT %1^ I79«. 



STklCTURE 

No. 11. 

Cir THE TM3T OF THE UNITSD IRISHMEN i 



*^* It will be aeceflary in reading the following 5tridhxrei» 
to obferve that thofe wordi or paragraphs which are in 
i/a/f CI,— SMALL CAPITALS, or CAPITALS, are quotations 
cither from the teft itfelf, or from the defence of it p«b* 
lifliedontheaiftnlt. 



OPKON vafOLtrncah (*i /^if our rf, u\ a trof^ 

EncTiT. Enchir. 44. 
AiMm Pdlbfif foJfibU, altogtthtn ifmt^ 4$ ftf €syou mv« 

THIS teft is an inftrument, calulated to affedl the fent^ 
ments and condudi of the nation on a very important 
queftion. Its ftrudture and tendency Should therefore be 
freely and minutely examined : and though it may be impof- 
fible to criticife it without fome reference to the mind which 
conceived it, and the hands which put it in motion, it muft 
nevertheleis be difcufl*^. Truth muft never be facrificed out 
of tcademefs to error. It has accordingly been taken to 
pieces. It has been demonftrated that if underftood ia a 
htnal fcnfe, it is. abfurd, immoral, and iaefie^ve. This 
fenfe is therefore not only given up by its advocates, but 
eagerly difdaimed. Nay, an attempt to give it this eonftruc* 
tion has been ftyled captious and abfurd; This is what 
the writer of the ftri<SUrct cxptOcd and waited for. He 
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wi&ed to know wlietlier this intejrpretattoa would be atiaa« 
^Doed, before be proceeded to complete hit plaa. He bat 
now afcertained, tbat the mod sealoiu friends of this engage* 
n^ent, rcHnqntih the grampiatical fignification ; and that be 
maj, without interruption, attempt to fhow, that in its 
rhtiorksl fenfe, it is nugatory and fallacious* 

Thk rhetorical fenfe of an o^tb is fuch a ludicrous idea^ 
|hat he would not ufe the ezpreilion could he find another 
to defcribe the con(lru<£lion now given to the teA ; but whea 
lie confiders the capricious figoificatioas which its iRterpre* 
tert have impofed on the plained words, he m|ii( thiak, tha^t 
Ibey have been (wearing by trope ^d figur^^ 

,. Wa are now taught<-« 

id. Tbat a ted uken in the frejence 0/ GU is not ufiriS 4 
tUf nor confe^uently as obligatory as an oath, 

Ad. Tbat by this engagement a man is bound to vSc only 
9a inucb of bis abilities and inHuence as he can fpitre. 

3d« That an impartial reform is fynonimous with a partial 
^ne, and may exclude a great majority of the free agents of 
the Irifli nation (even Icafeholdcrs for 999 years) provide4 
it iodnde Roman Catholic freeholders, 

4th. That am union or powica among Irijhmen #/ all re* 
Ugious perfuafions fignifies only common extrtiony and that though 
this if a mfans «/ J^JNfEDIATE necefUy, i^ is only to be/©r- 
iffarded prooressivelt on four -wheels ; or, as it was lately exT 
preded, /r0m time to time^ as fpeediiy as the circumjiaftces of the 
fountrj and the v/olfare of the whole kingdom -will permit, 

5th. Tbat the ted does not oblige men always to retain tl§ 
fame opinion ; that they are, coi^fequently, bound only while 
they aJ^ taking it : becaufe they piay change their opinions 
the next moment, in which cale, no fefi» n^ oath can Undthem^ 
that many, perhaps all, may have changed thcif minds, and 
fonfequently at this day neither their adbciatet nor their 
f ottBtr^ can depend upon their engagement. 
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AXB, 6tli» that ifhfwe the attmmnmt -wfm nefm^^ ^i pMi 
ftfcavt ibe ionjfer tfa cammuwhn af rifhis^ tW Catholici madf 
W left in tke iarcb, cotafiftentlf with thb tdl. 

With the help of tbeOe data, let us now paraphraJTe this 
Highgate oatK, agreeably to the menul refervatioBB of one 
of the United Irifhmen aod its ableft defender. 

7, A. B. Jo not fwear, but merely, ia the frtfence a/ Chi^ 
fleiie MTfilf to mj country^ that, till I think better of k, I -will, 
nfe at mudi of my ahilities and influence at I can fpare in the ait" 
tainment of a partial, which t deem an adequate reprefentatian 
of the Irijb nation in parliament x anH as a means of ahjolute ani 
IMMBOiATK neeejfitj^ in the eflablfjbment of this chief goo^ of 
Ireland, / wi//,' unlefs I change my mind, endeavour as Hmck 
0S lies in tny inctioatioi^ to jkulvard paooa^uivaxr a -bra^ 
therhood of aJeBia^t aft identity of inttrcft, a conununiw *f rigbt9\ 
and a common exertion among Irijhmen of all religious ferfuafions ; 
^mifhout iffhkh every reform fn Parliament mvfi hie fartiai^~9Ad, 
|Uky thing hereto contained to the contrary iiotwitl»ftandiiif9 
J pledge myfelf in the prefenee of God, that no partial re- 
ibrm can be national, but mufl be inadequate to the vatas, de* 
tuRve to ihe vfiflfes, attd infufficient for the hafp'hefs emd freedom 
of iOs couiUrf^ 

Thii feems to be the fpirit of the oath ; but be it eonftmed 
^ It will, it cannot itafxVer any valirtble pufpofc. Tliere arc 
but three ends, that furdi an engagement can be int^ided to 
linfwer— fecurity to one's fe}f-«>to his a^cia|et>— or to hli 
country. 

I, WjxQ regard to the peribn himfelf, I admit Uiat tha 
phrafeulogy of an oath is of little importance. It is an affair 
between him and hts Maker, who are both arqnaintcd wkh 
thid real intemion. But at the fame time it is altogether tti- 
neceifary to exprefi his !entiments by words .^ to him who 
fearcheth the heart. Though the ftylc, howeter, be a d»n€- 
^rat»«n of no moment, the ))urppfes to which we bind our* 
fcWe^ firoul^ be carefully fcrutinized t and ^heir charaA^ 
has been well exprefledin iihefe wordi^— /^f tputhstont^nedim 
fhf oath or vow jhovld affear to he fo induhitakle, (hat thf -wholf 



Now mctt who have had muth commerce wkh wife men* or 
i«Kth themfelv«SY will ftdmit, that Aich truths are not verf 
iHimeroBs ; aod that as lew of them belong to the claft of. 
poUdcs as to an J other branch of knowledge. As a remark- 
Ale infUnce of this truth, I {hall quote feme lines from a 
'Wpt\iy which I efteemihe moftexquihtethorB:! of genius arid 
^oquchcc that this ifland can boaft ; as I eflcem the reputed 
author to be the moft eminent ornament and ableft advocate, 
<iiectis & tutamen, of the Catholic caufe. If fuch a pcrfoa 
Ba^ chabgied, as, I aih well informed, he has, which of the 
CTsited Irifhmen will pretend to be immutable ? * [See note.]' 
Such a vow is therefore altogether unneceiTary and precipi* 
tate. If there be any danger of a> chatige of opinion, it is 
sa0i i U ther« be none, it is plainly fuperfluous. 



ORELLANA, JTH LCTTIR. . 

'* 'tnt great misfortune of the Catholic religion in thia 
country artfes from this circumftance, that there is little or 
no "diftiadiion «f rank among its prbfeflbrs, and of confe* 
^oence few men of weight and eflimation to fweeten that 
IcsTcn bf intolerance aod perfecution, which ia other per* 
Aiafions ii not perhaps lefs in quantity, but is wiell ttm^red 
ky numbers in the middle and fuperior ranks bf life ; who 
jgoatlf iai^il into th% nnnds of thofe beneath them the mitk> 
of huiiaan nature.— >It is chiefly on this account that the Ca- 
tholics at this day are abfolutely ingapable of making a 
good ufc of political liberty, or what is the fame thing, of 
politicial power. I fpeak the fenti'mehts of the moft enlight- 
ened among them, and I aiTert it as a fad:, that the moft abl6 
X&en in that body are too wife to wifli for a complete ezten- 
^n of civil franchifes to thofe of their owa perfuaflon ; and 
the reafon is, bccaulfe they well know that it muft require- 
the proccfs of time to enlarge their minds and meliorate their 
hearts into a capability of enjoying the blcfling of freedom, 
|"do not think it at all furprifjng that an enlightened Catho- 
JiVr, on feeing his Protcftant brother almoft certain of pof- 
fci£hg a reform, fliould exclaim with £fau, *' is there not 

[Tbg an/wcr to the StriBitret U fnp^)fU iaUvtheiM -vriUenk^ ^ 
fhf author of Qrf liana.'] 
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ft. It if eqaallj rsdn to imagiAe, that a rhetorical, Ta^e, 
and declamatory form of words, requiring fo mdch ingenioui 
czplanatioo, and liable to be underftood in fuch a Tariety of 
fenfcfl. can give any aflurance even to aflbciates. It ean ne« 
ver frtveni m mm from alters»i bis conduH 'when he dees kot 
€hai$ie his ofin tM ' f or if he be capable of adling contrary to 
bis principles, he will make no for u pie of belying his opini* 
on, or pretending to change it : efpecially as he has been 
taught that his declaration does mi refer immediately to the 
J>eityy who is the fole witnefs of his dimmulation, but to hit 
country, from whom he can conceal it : that he does net inve- 
tatc the vengeance of God, but (imply refigns himfelf to the judg' 
meni of the fuhiic, who know nothing of the matter : and 
that his crime is not perjury, but fecrc( Political inconfifiencj. 

3. Now if a man may flip out of this noofe without th^ 
Itnowledge of his aflbciates, how can an engag^rment from 
which he is at liberty to fwerve upon every change pf opinio 
on, rcfpediing very nice and difficult ^ue(lioQS, ^ive anvfcv 
curity or aflurance tp his country. 

This oath, then, is not calculated to anfwer any on« 
0MKi purpofe ; but, like all other eng-^igements of this kiod| 
it has a lamentable efficacy in fomenting bigotry, and baniih* 
iag liberal and enlightened men from every fociety in which if 
is impofed. Itfeems to infpire thofe who have taken icwith 
a notion that they are the chofen few, from whom alone theif 



mie bleffing left ?— ^Blefs me, even me alfo, O ! my country ;'* 
but when that fame man confidcrs calmly his ^tuation, hq 
refigns himfelf to the fcntencc of fate, and for a time is con- 
tent to ferve his brother. May that time be made a ihore 
one, Hy their own laudable exertions ! May the light of 
true fcicnce illuminate their minds and foften their hearts \ 
May the gradual diffulion of property, while it ingrafts their 
affciStions upon the foil which fupports them, communicate 
at the fame time a fpirit to maintain what their induftry has 
acquired ; give them felf-eflimation, confcious dignity, and, 
in fhort, that republicaulfm of foul which will announce t<% 
the world that the people who poflefs it ^vc (lamped by thf „ 
band of Heaven, heirs of independence ! 
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country can hope for redemption, and that political ortlio* 
doxy it confined within the pale of their focietj. They 
ihould coofider, that whatever may be thought of their in* 
tentions, thefe aflbciations are condemned and fliunned by 
thofe who formerly gave inconteftible proof of wifdom and 
patriotifm ; that many of the moft enlightened and liberal 
men in the nation think they have greatly injured the Catho- 
lie caufe ; and that, by the precipitate and onqoaliBed man* 
aer in which they have forced the qucftion, they have 
awakened antipathies and prejudice! which had flept for 50 
years. To come nearer home, they have expofed the Pro* 
tedant Diflcnters of Ulfter to grofs mifrcprefentation and 
groundlefs calumny— they have nearly annihilated the ho- 
nourable and ttfeful influence which the town of Bclfaft 
maintained in the adjacent country; and if the juftly popular 
candidate for the rcprefentation of the county of Antrim, 
fltall meet with any ferious oppofition— or if the union and 
independence of the county ihall be endangered, it will be 
owing to the violence and imprudence of thofe who attempt* 
ed to connc<5t the independent intereft with the Roman Ca** 
thoiic qoeftion. 

NoTwiTHSTANDiNQ their monopoly of philanthropy, the 
writer of thefe ftridkures muft fay, that no man wifliea mort 
ardently for the time, when the good of the whole kingdom 
will admit of a complete coalition among its inhabitantt.«w 
1^0 man more zealoufly exclaims^- 

** Qui finis erit difcordiarum ?•— Ecquando communea 
« banc efle Patriam licebit?" 



When (hall our diffentions have an end ?— When may we 

flSA^ 



tbnfider this as our common country ?— March a, i^a. 

Ans. 



f I SAO AS was a Spartan-^who, though he fought naked^ 
** without (hieid or buckler," againft an enemy armed at all 
points, returned victorious and VfUbout a vfoundf after exert* 
log himfelf to fave his country Crom being ruiacd in Mr ^/ 
by a hoft of Sasotians* 
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ANSWER. 
No. 11. 

TO TKK GOMTINUATION OF 

3TRICTURES ON THE TEST OF 

Tss SOCIETIES Of vmrzD ini$HMMN. 



* TsK coat is without feam» woven from the top through- 
Qut, let us oot rent it*'**" In ve(lc varietaa ^t, fciBur? 
aoa fit.*' 



THE ctmtinuation of StriiStures on the Tcft> adds a nev 
colour, bat no new Ught to the fubjetSl. After having dark- 
ened plain mtfining by verbal criticifmy it i» now made to 
afiume the glare of rhetoric ; and the dextioa& hand only 
ihift* the prifqi which fpltts the beam of truth. All that i» 
Cud here has been better faid before, and it is only necefli^jr 
to place one p^raphrafe oppofitc to another in order to cpr* 
te£k palpable mifreprefentation. 

•• I, A, B. io not J-weaty but merely in prefence of Gaii^ 
pledge myiielf to my county, ««i r«le if tQ vitn^s, tUat«. until 
I fiMreaUyand trufy think differentfy w the fuhjeBy I will |i(c 
as raHcb of my ablities and ia/luence, m I i^ fp^rt fr^^ VHf 
mher nef^^ry and important comerns^ in the attainment of a 
reprefentation of the Irifh nation in Parliament, impartial* 
ivstb refpeB to all religious difiin^ionSy and adequate, -with refpeH 
to the body of the people at large ; and as a means of abfulutt 
and immediate neceility, in the eftabltihment of this chief 
fiotid of Ireland, 1 will, unlefs I really -and h truth chango my 
convidion pn thefuljeHy endeavour, as much ai lies in py ability^ 
to fHward progreifively, a brotherhood of affeiStion, an iden- 
tity of interefl, a communion of rights, and a joint exertion 
among Irishmen of all religious perfualions ; without which, 
any reform in Parliament maft be partial ; and nothing herein 
contaioed being to the contrary, I pledge myfelf, in the fame 
prefence, that it is my opinion, that no partial reform can be 
liatiokisd, but mufi be inadequate to the wants^ dclufive to the 
wtihcf , and infufficient for the freedom- aad happiacis of thie 



tonitty,**^t1ie ttrai ** immdtH^ h plainly applied to that 
neceffhy which is certainly abfolute and ut-lr^ntj tfro* tht; 
brotherhood of a0'e<SI:ion can tut be imm<dtaf€ij accompliflicd, 
but only ph>grefiiTeIy forwarded. 

Tht* contiituatioil fecms wi-itt<fii to piy a tdrnpUmttrt, 
and W iii in impiltatioh-i2" Cobni^ftditib el lrtjUriJi."-iii\j 
tkai imputation of inc6nfi(t<entjr, it fdemft oiiiy n^c^af y t6' 
fcply— 

f . T»t HrevMflalMrH ti\ha tiivj«»^ i» ir^ M jierioii, hiie 
changed, iti the vtry tnatittet wlfhed lor, ahd the midd ninff 
change atohg with them.^^To cofiliWercfal intereft, i MictdKI 
th6 mediatijis rank h^t tApM^ groivh up ib the datl^blld 
comniuhity, and produced that enlargement of ihiiid, iHat 
energy of chara<Ser, and that felf-tlepcodence whibh men ac- 
quire whbfe xnterefts do not hang at the mcrt^ of this or that 
individnal, but on general and uece^ary coufumptiba. Will' 
any perfon aflert that fuch men are not as wdll quali^d to 
cxercife civil franchifc as t;he mof! of our 408. Proteflrant free* 
holders, whole corruption is in rcaHiy occaiioned by the nn- 
jijift partitioil of poUrical power, and who are tempted to 
convert their nMopo\j tntd moflicy» becauf^ its p^ttial dsf* 
tribtdon bat gr«dn tt air artf^iftl value Rfiich beyoftd wbat 
iiattire and rieafon allow it. The nrijiuft detention of Ubert^ 
from others, dperates as a c«rfe aAd a blaft upon tkofe «^ho 
licve hoarded fhe common good. Tt rots tn their poilcffibti; 
It c«mit)ti Wbeti ndt partak^A ; ind bt who hfitf ifie>r^ fh^ii 
his ix2t^ ihmrc of freedom, bieciKMb ki one fituatioA df life & 
tyrant, aitd hn another, degedifraties aiid petrifies into a 
Save. It is the jud^ca^ of Geld dn iH nation^ kpd ai!' ittetl 
wh6 ^Yet&me td apprdpt-istte hi ^ gifts, and to malt^ of ^idit a 
ptivilege or a prerogative* The Catholic mind has cau off 
its ffuiulUyt «nd that perfon would in truth be iaconfifteiiC 
-vrho kept prejudice as it were at ourfe, when by nearer ap*- 
proacli and clofer acquaintance, he finds in that body ^, 
aatiooalky of 0;nt4meiit, and a fidelity in engt^&ient^ de^ 
manding refpe^- and admir^tipa ; while he knows H t» ht hf« 
^eo^ral duty «s it is bit dc^f ddif ht, to foikr the fpirit of 
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firecdom whererep it may be found» cfpecidly m the brealb 
of his coimtrymea. 

a. It If in reality the civil incapacity which has made 
and muft continue the moral incapacity. It is the will ro he 
free, which makes the capability ; and the firft Ggh that the 
&eart fends forth for liberty is a fufficicnt indication of po- 
tency to enjoy if. To aflftr<$ a wiili for thefr ability to 
pofTefs freedom, while you continue the penal code 'which 
makes them incapable, is cruel mockery. A capacity for 
freedom is as natural to man as a capacity to eat or |o drink : 
it is an inftin<5t of nature, not a confcquence of education. 
Man is often indeed the creature of habit, and he may Icarn 
to be a (lave, as he may Icani ta drink alcohol and to eat 
afa-f<Etida, but you will never break him of thefe bad cuftoms 
by degrees ; it is only by giving a complete wrench of the 
mind to an eppolite diredlion. The dedlrine of naturaf 
rights h plain, fimple, commonfenfical t and the pra<Slicar 
enjoyment of them requires no tuition, nor any courfe of 
adoption. Rights moft unjuftly have been converted into 
favours derived from the gratuitous lenity of govemmcnr, 
and are now to be purchafed at a Hcence ; when it was folely 
for their plenary enjoyment that men entered into civil fo^ 
ciety.«— Magna Cha;ta need not be taught like the principia 
of NewtoQ, and the rights ef perfonal fecuri ty, per fonal free-> 
dom, private property, the right of defending them, and of 
eledling a truftee to watch over and prote^ them horn un-' 
defined privilege or unlimited prerogative, require neither 
literature to feel their value, nor any reach of mind to 
cxercife them with judgment and prudence, la a flate of 
nature we fhould kuow them well, and Government has toa 
often been only a means and an art to render and keep us 
ignorant of fundamental rights and of our primary duties. 

What has Ifadas done f He has confounded the ted with 
the inftitution— He has damped as far as in him lay, the £r(l 
happy effort to make an union of heads and hearts in this 
diftradled country. He has held out the town of Belfad as 
a fpot of fchifm and difcord, when in. reality, there is an 
evident corrcfpondence of opinion, and he has concluded 
With an empty wilh and an helpki^ exclamation. 



I 
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Is BellMl in a flate of civil difcord ? Doet erery nia^ 
carry a torch and a maik? Or it it only fuch papers at 
thefe which kindle difunion, and have treitttd that divifion 
which they did not find ? Does neighbour vtiit neighbour ai 
uTual, or do they tofs about at randon injurious epithets ; and 
has the union of parties in every other place been, there, 
converted into a brand of contention ? I feeJ for the honor 
of a town which always fteps £orward from the ranks of their 
countrymen, in the ardour of a good caufe and in the 
courageous fpirit of freedom. * 1 feel for the focial character 
of a place which has hitherto been like a large faqiily, never 
known to let religious or political differences excite perfonal 
pique or privite an(n[u>fity« ' I vindicate its unanimity on the 
Catholic queftion; and I maintain that had not the town 
gone as far as it did, there would not have been merely com- 
parative difiference, but poiitive difunion ; not the difierenoe 
between thus far and ftill farther ; <but the oppolition between 
advancing at all, and (landing (kill. There are now but fliadet 
of diftin^ion, and all haften to the fame goal with different- 
degrees of celerity ; but tliere might have been a divifion of 
the. town into three real not .two Jiominal parties, and one of 
thefe parties a(SUvely inimical to ,the very caufe which is now 
made a common one— 'BelfaA is therefore as united as ever, 
and were any ingenious gentleipan to fay the contrary, and to 
add, that it is lofing its importance in the province by 
afierting the caufe of the nation, ^r that its care for the hap* 
pincfs of Ireland will hazard its influence at a county elec- 
tion, no inhabitant of Belfa(l fliould on this account lofehis 
temper, but fliould onl^ bow, and fav«-Sir— you are 4 
firan^. 

* If the people of Belfaft are to be denominated Bceotians, 
^ (hould refemble them to Che facrcd battalion of that peoplcy 
which always led the way in the battles of Greece, a band 
•of friends infeparably united, and pledged to each other.— 
Philip deflroyed this cohort : and feeing them flretched on 
^he field of battle, covered with honourable wounds, and 
4ying fide by fide on the ground where they had been fbition- 
,ed, he wept, and the tears of the tyrant bore a tcftimony to 
f(hcir virtue and their valoiir. 
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Tfff VmteA aocictict ace a difcovery ia naiuuul poDcf, 
190ft 4itfpiciDM to RADICAL RtEoaM, and the horror wUb 
wliidb adnumftcatiDO viowa them, ia the boft proof ot thm 
valM 10 helamU What t^e Catholics have obtained from the 
Kagiilh Miiiiller, ha*, I aflart, been owiog to their forma- 
taoa ; aad what t^e Catholies have to obtaia, wHI he accele- 
rated hj their continuance. To reje^ and condcniD the 
%rhoie on acconnt of the reftHdbions which fome of them 
have adopted, is to reafoo Tllopcally ; and to throw coM wa- 
ter npon this pure and patriotic ffiun^, wilt only fenre, I tru^, 
to make it btini more ftrppgfy and more (l^prly. Men wilt 
not hang loofely on focl^ty, but aiiite tp|etfaer ; and what if 
now mevcly a num^bcr, will become a oatioo, 

I hajve done with thia aitereation . Mu» aaimi eft inferantl 
p cffic uhi m qiiam pappuUaAtt.— «I fliall only repeat, t4iat act 
coedfng to the do^iriae of Iladas^one could lake a l^ft, 
Bone eou]<] make an oath, but thaf^ing who (Wears by him- 
fell and wbofe couniVl is immutable. With rcfpcd to incoo* 
^fteney in the pamphleteer of 17&4, the. irr^egularity of mo- 
tion is api^rent, rather than real. It is jipt in the body 
moved, but in the eye that oerceives it. To a perfon glared 
in the frigid ajid unfocial laturp, the planets; appear now 
ftaiionary, now progreiSve, and now retr(»gradc. Yet the 
n^tioQ pf the mo(V tnii^ntficant among them Is fimphe, regti- 
W, w»iform, progreffive. He fails calm and fcrcne tlup* 
tbo paft^e ocean of ether, and kccp§ clofe to the fun of 
tirttth; from w^ich he derivei h}f,Kgbj an<jt wtdchgyj^tes hit 
kotatioi^ ' \ 
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No. UL 

CONCLUSION OF THE STJUCTUMS, 
OW THE TEST OP THE UNITED IRISHMEM. 

THE original mcaniog of the Teft has been abandoned ; 
^nd its new fcofe is not worth an attack or a defci;ce. In tb^ 
courfe qf related diftiilatiens iu fpirit has evaporated. It 
was at Mk poiibnoos— 'ds now vapid. This portentous me- 
t^r h4f proved to be nothing more than a Will ivHb 4 Wiff^ 
an innoceiit difplajr of ele^rical l^gbc ; following and alarm* 
ip^ tbofe who % ; flirinldng from him that Would grafp it ; 
A^d pnfwering no other purpofe than to lead men into the 
mire, T^^e Teft, then, I leave to iu fate ; and let the Irtih 
Qardst Q])i their expe<5^d meeting at Beifaft, fiag iu requiem. 



^ 6.$e pofitum • 



• et magna fupremum voce ciere. 



- aeterni pace qaiefcat. 

With rogftni to the eonckiding paragraphs of the paper 
ftfpktA a Bfl^oliaOf 1^ V**^ or three obfcrvations fuffice. 

PtEviops to 1778, fon^e progrefii had been made in rcliev<» 
Jog the Roman Catholics. In that year confiderable immn- 
nitin wes^. granted. Frpps that period till 1784, they were 
ioGorporated witb the Proteftant Volunteers. Yet they con- 
tinued, \n f he opinion of OreUana, who wrote in thatP year^ 
iBca|>ab]e of Kberty. But ftrange to tell ! fincc Parliament 
fnlpcnded its good offices, flnce tb^ Volunteers in the Roman 
Catholic Provinces laid down their arms, they have, as it 
were by inagic, acfuirtd an cjdargemetft of mindft aud an euergf 
e/ chofoBfr^ an4 ave as weU qualified to exirctfc the EleSftva 
jPtanchift, as nuft of the firotffiani forty flnlling fr<eholders,^^ 
Tkef^d»lam. not now difputing. I neter thought it the 
|)tnge of ftfa^ cpntrovfrfy. I only note the ioconiiftency. 

A.Q4iNT?9though the Ca^holiqs continued, incapable in 1784; 

-we a^ a^ffvred, that it is the iviJl to he free that makes the capO" 

biiiiy ; thefirfifigh that the heart feuds forth for literty isafyfficiem 

iadkefioa of fotency to tnjoy it, Tbe^ODcIuilon is, that till 1784, 



( 166 ) 

the Catholics bad never formed a v/iHi, or fcnt forth a fi^I^ 
for liberty. But enough of this. The lion in the net bccamt^ 
an objcckof pity cveu to the mcufe. 

Lastly-^! am blamed Cor having infinuated, that a diyer- 
fity of opinion prevails in Belfaft, and blabbed a fecrev 
known to 2c,ooo people^ Two hundred and fifty perfoas* 
including, ^vLth very few exceptions, all the iMhabitants, 
vhu bad ever diftinguiflied thcn;£Jclvcs by abilities, and pa* 
triotic exertion, fignird a .counter-declaration to a petition, 
fubfcribed by fix hundred. The firfl clu;b of United Iriih- 
men, wt are now told, differex} from both : froni the minority^ 
becaufe they voted againft them ; froin (.he petition for im- 
mediate and univerfal enfranchtfcme«t, becaufe they are 
fworn to forward the means of reform progreilively ; and if 
the means be progrcillve* the end CJtaiiot be immediate.-^ 
Among thofe who figned the petition, fome fub&ribcd it for 
the fake of unanimity, otbi^rs on the principle of a fturdy 
|>eggar, aiklng too much in order to obt;^,in fomething^-y— 
Laflly— there are m;^y individuals whodo^iot approve of 
any further communication of privilege. Notwithftanding 
all this, 1 Xliould, it feems, have alTured the public, that the 
town was unanimous ; and aa I have ttot done it, my ingenifi 
ous correfpondent Aeps in, and vindicates the unanimity of 
JielfaJ} on ike Catholic ^eftion, 

I DESPiJE the quackery of a political empiric. A regular 
Aate phyfician would not difguife the nature of the com^ 
l^laint ; but would watch its fymptoms and inveftigate ita 
))roximate caufe. This he would find to be a morbid fecre^- 
tion, of an inflammatory nature, occafioning an abfcefs and 
threatening a mortlfi cation. He would difcover, that all the 
pus and virus of the body politic, iufleadof being diluted by 
the milder juices, and circulating innocently through the 
frame, have been coliec^led into one part, and are likely to 
induce fever and indicate difiblution. In other words, that 
a part of the community have been fecluding themfelvei 
from the wife and temperate, and, left they fhould be diflurb- 
cd by fuch intruders, have eftablifhed a Ted to exclude cwetj 
man that would be difpofcd to enlighten their darkneft 09^ 
juodcrate \Xidv vioknce. 
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. I MDST fltU (a(ift» that with regard to the Emancipation of 
the Roman Catholics, mj fentimenu are not Icfs liberal than 
thofc of the United Iriflimen., The difference confifts in our 
modes of operation. I would undermine prejudices and 
antipathies by fap ; they would carry them by ftorm. With 
refpe<^ to their focictics too, I ha^e never wiflicd to impeach 
their intentions : I have only queftioncd their wifdom. I 
never attempted to fix a ftain on the principles of any of thtir 
members— fome of them I hold in the higheft eftimation, and 
have been happy in calling my friends. In commencing this 
controverfy, Ifacrificcd my feelings to a feiife of duty— but 
when once eni^ed^— >! determined not ro (lint my cauie. In 
this line I hove perfevered, though fen^lble that \hc Ifprit de 
Corps has an unbappv eifetSl in perverting the mufl amiable 
minds, clouding the beft underflanding, and mifreprcfenting 
the moft innocent expreilions. 

I TOO have done with thi« altercation. I hope neither 
party will have any more laft -words. And I conclude with 
the words of a wife man, 

** Faithful are the -wounds of a friend: 
*• But the kjjffis of an eiicmy arc deceitful. 

ISADAS. 

March 27, 1792. 



NOTE. 

A REM A UK made in the ift No. of the foregoing Stn<*lures, 
p. 144. viz. that the teft was ** the compofition of ajcfirti- 
cal, a rhetorical, or an enthufiaftic mind,*' is faid to have gi veu 
great •fience to the author of the tcft ; who is fuppofcd to 
l»e the gentleman who repiied to tUe Stri(5tures. But the 
Editor is authorized to fay, that the intention Avith uhich 
thofc words were written has been greatly niifapprehendcd. 
This mifapprehenfion, however, will account and apologize 
for any afperity which may be obferved in the fcqucl of the 
argument. 



TliOUGtiTS 



ON T H S 



BRITISH COJiSTlTUTlON. 



'** I feci a fecret pride in thinking that 1 was born a Briton ; 
** when I conlidcr that the Romans, thofe maflers of 
'* the world, maintained their liberty little more than 
** feven centuries ; and thai itrtAiifi iiliMtH i»U a free 
** nation above feTcntccn hundred years ago, is fo ac 
^ this hour." 

OlOCASTtS. 



T O 
JAMES MARL OF CHARLEMONT^ 

THE ASSERTOK 
OP THE 

RIGHTS OF IREJLAKD, 

AND 

GENERAL OF ITS VOLUNTEER ARMY, 

A FRIEND OF THE JUST PREROGATITES Of THE CROWX^ 

AN ORNAMENT OF THE PEERAGE^ 

AND 

PATRON OF A PARLIAMENTARY REFORM, 

TBtIB SS8AT8 ARC INSCRIBED ; 

WITH THE 

mrrXDENCt suited to their IMFERPECTIONSy 

AND THE 

USPECT DUB TO HIS LORDSHIp's TIRTUESy 

AND 

LITERARY ATTAINMENTS. 



7H0UGXTS 
ON rHM BRTTJSH CONSTJTCmOir. 

No. h 



Tbb Britifh Government is tke only one in the annalf of 
** mankind that hai aimed at the di^fion of Liberty 
** through a multitude of Peoplei fpread over a wide cx« 
«« teat of territory." 

millak's historical view. 



^ Taus was the prefent Conftitution of onr Government 
'* forming itfelf, for about two centuries and an half; a 
*•* rough building raifed out of the demolitions which the 
■'* Normans had made, and upon the folid foundations laid 
'* by the Saxons, The whole fabric was cemented by the 
*< blood of our fathers ; for the Britifli Liberties are not 
f* the grant of Princes. They are original rights, condi- 
** tions t>f original contradb, coeqfial with prerogative^ 
^ and coeval with our Government,'* 

, OLDCAtTLX, 



9X{,rAST, SEC. 6tay 179a. 
AT a period when axwitics are exhibited as models of 
perfe(^ion, I am pcrfuaded it is confident with the fpirit of 
a free prefs, to recommend the principles of the britisb 
CONSTITUTION. Though I rcprobate whatever is unfound ia 
our reprcfentation, which is too much the offspring of depo« 
pulatcd and corrupt boroughs, I am equally averfeto unmixed 
democracy, for a country rooted in its love of limited mo- 
f)4r4iy. V ^e ^rft is jthe origin of extjravagaaee smd rapacityj. 
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it admits of a cure : while the latter excels rather in fpecu- 
lation than pracftice, and points to fcenes of confufion from 
which a good mind turns with horror. 

With a fair reprcfentation of the people in Parliament, 
there would not I con\;elYC b^ a Qohftitutipn on the earth 
comparable to the BritiHi : Let its theory be realized, and we 
ihall fcekia V4\i\ (o^ another of fygh intrii\fi^ exc^U^^nce. 

In contrading it with th« creations of yefterday, wc muft 
recoUcdt that the feeds of decay ^e laid in every production, 
whether of nature or of art ; that the mod captivating forms 
of Government are not exempted ftpjOR tUc common Ipt ; and 
that the great fcarchcr, time, alone can try their virtues or 
defedb. In the vegetable world however, we find that the 
flower growths give the mod foltd timber ; fo in forms of 
civil polity, thofe which are the forced produtftions of a day, 
are qeither bcft calculated for prefeiit ufe oor kfttng ex- 
iftcncc. 

It would be an eafy taflc to trace the downfal of tyranny in 
f RANGE, to an emulation of Britidi liberty among oiir OalHc 
neighbours. 1 he admiration in which the ciTence of our 
Gonftitution was held by monte8<^uieu, voltairz and -rous« 
SEAU, operated in foftering the love of liberty and under- 
mining the falTc principles ol the old monarchy. 

Wi-^H fuch iiinate vigour v this Conftitmion e^^i^d, 
that in fpitc of it^ corrupt^ooj^ it pre£prved t^^ trial by jury 
many centuries after it wa^ )oil; to other countri^^ ; an4 ^ ^i* 
day (tcurc4 the freedom of the prefs in a degree un- 
known in any former period. 

America did not acquire her love of liberty in the new 
^ocld, but carried it out from the okK-^In forming a Confti- 
tution fox hcrfclf, (he retained fcvcril of the fined branches, 
of the Brttifli, lopping o^ with a careful- hand wbat fhe 
deemed cxcrcjTcnccs that had formed round the parent ftem. 
The firft appointment of a Sovereign, even a Wafliington, fo 
a throne, would at his dcceafc prove the fource of jealoulies, 
without cud : but fiie wifely created a Senate, and it« good 
<;ffc<2is feave bi:ca fully cxptricuccd. AU the aoblc pwvt* 
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€6iu of the common law of England, which it was the ftudf 
of a certain great Civilian to the latefl period of hit life to 
«ountera<ft, have been received into the American code* at 
means of promoting freedom and profperity. 

Fkancs either had a perfidious monarch, or one who di4 
not rely on the people he pretended to truft :---Monarchj> 
vat therefore abandoned in that country. 

Ir the power of the crown or of the Lords has cncrcafed 
3nd ihonld be diminiflied-— restore the balance. But let 
nothing ever cempt the good people of thcf-; realms even to 
imagine the deArudlion of a fabric which with all its crrorf 
^as, time immemorial, been the veneration of the politician 
a^nd philofopher-frthe boafl of the countries that enjoyed it^ 
and tl^e envy of tbofe that did not. 

It is the fafhion of the hour, and as ridiculous as moll, 
fafhions are, to depreciate the Revolution of i6S8 — and tcf 
4e{fxifc the fccurJti^sfo*' our liberty, which that great' t ran fac- 
tion jffforded. That Revolution expelled a Prince from the 
throiie for attempting to govern without law. It prcrcrvc4 
a fpirit of freedom in thefe countries, which burft out again 
in America near ninety years afterwards; and travelling 
back, communicated its flame to GaUic flavea, converted in 
thefe latter day* into free men, and become the hope of the 
world. 

It is the fafliion of the hour, to defend the wild po fit ion, th?rt 
THE ENGLISH HAVE NO CONSTITUTION; and to app.'y iodY- 
criminately to Kings, fiich indecent epithets as v»'c lliould 
bluOitoufeagainft the lowed of o.ur fpccies.-^If conttitntiofts 
caxk only have exigence on parchw^ut, much of what is called 
the ^r^tilh is indeed but a name— foi' it:> fouudation is the wt^ 
"t^iiieahiw of the land. If there nevci? wa,^ a Britiili one.. 
for what purpojCe aflcmbled the Barons at Runaymedc?— 
Why was Richard folcmjily dcpofcd by the fufrrage*; of bota 
boufes, and tJ^e cro.wn conferred on the Dtike of Hereford f 
Eor what ^i^ Hampden, Sy^rfcy, ayid Hnjiij facriiicc their 
lives ? — When Charles was brouj^ht to the fcaC>ld, and the 
crown gf Jfitncs was torn from hi)« brow, v.'crc not the adlor* 
in thefe fccncs vindicating a conflitudouaguinft liiecacrjacii-i^. 
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aftcntt of princes, tirho had found that vft polBcflcd one, tn4 
wiflicd to deprive us of it ?— Is the united wifdom of ^gct, in 
which men of the firfl political eminence flourtihed, to be 
dcfpifcd and rcjeiSted ?— 'If mgenious arguments^ raifed Ut- 
terly againft the very gruund-work of the firitiih Conftitution, 
and drawn merely from Hs ahujes^ be fo^ and eonvindng, 
every writer on the general principles of government, is ^ 
ihallow reafoner and a blockhead. Arc fuch terms applicable 
to Locke, Malyneux, Montefqtticti, RiuJJtau, Voltaire, Dt Llhcmef 
and the endlcfs train of authors whofe works clahn immorta* 
lity ?— Have the ardent friends of freedom, in our own time, 
among whom we number whoon, grattan. Price, Jeh, and 
Wyvill, loft all pretention to common fenfe ; and muft'we 
iix the charge of idt<itifm on every provincial and national 
convention in Ireland, as well as on the numerous Engllih 
and Scotch focietles, inflituted for the exprefs purpofc of 
reforming errors in a cofiiUtuti^n that l^as no exigence biK 
in the eye. of fancy ? 

The firft French aflcmbly drew a plan of Government 6i| 
parchment, and raifed their Arudturc on a fublime deil^afion 
cf rights ; but it was hardly formed till their fi|cceflbrs, a&pr 
vain druggies with its errors, were obliged to raze it from its 
very bafe. Such are the virtues of a parchment conftitu- 
tion !— — The prcfent fpirited, and, I believe," virtuoui 
convention, is now creating a fubftitute for it, and that a 
Jtc^uhlk, (•) Tho' they have every wifli of the writer of thif 



xroTB. 
(*) The new conftitution alluded to above, has alfo finee 
been laid afide, and a third produced. This third one aban- 
dons a fundamental point in the former, that was cried uv' 
SM a new difc^very in Republics, to wit, ele(5toral afl*emblres 
appointed by the colle(5bive body of the people, and placed 
between them and the national legiflature, for tbe eledtipn 
of the latter. The very matter which they have deferted 
was praifed both in that country and this, as an infallible 
cprre(5live of all the inconveniences of democracy. Thefe 
inftances are fufficient proofs of the iniieriority of theory tQ 
practice. 



I 
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eflay, that the Revolution may end in a fubftanttal prat^lical 
SOTcromenr, many, years will the ^refent generation have 
ilaoibcred in the daft, ere its claim to a perm4ncnt exiftcoce 
can be eftabltihed. There is no other form more liable to 
abafc, nor More fubje^ft to rapid change, than the one which 
perhaps necelCty has obliged them to adopt, and which rea- 
fon fhould certainly teach us to fluin. 

■ The advocates for human rights, as all ihouM be, will be 
convinced that the highed effort of genius and intelledt may 
fall 0iort in fuch an attempt, when he recolledls the failure 
of Locke himfclf in forming a conflitution for a Britifia 
colony, with the pureft principles of his own immortal work 
as his guide.— To fuch errors will the ooblcft minds and the 
mod enlightened aficmblies be fubje<Sb, when theory alone dir 
re«5b their path. 

There is an abfurd veneration of ancient cftablifl>ments, 
which borders on folly and fvperftition— -there is alfo a 
hardy contempt of the experience of ages, an inordinate 
love of innovation, and a delire of deftroying where we might 
repair^ that amount to prefumption, and lead to ruin. Whe« 
ther two living chara<flers, whofe books furnifh the conver- 
lation of the prefent day, have (at for theie p«rtraits«-the 
reader mud determine. 
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THOUGHTS 
0N^ THE BHITISH COHSTJTVTJON. 

No. II. 



"Dans Icsmonarchici la politique fair faire les grandes chotcs, 
•* av€c Ic moins de virtue qu^cllc pcut. 

ESPRIT DE$ LOIZ» IH. 5* 

^ To produce grext political g*od, kf» virtue is reqmred i» 
» a. moDarcby, than in any other fotrm of gover&mcnt.*' 

DECEMBSR 14. 

WHEN a people think of framing a new constitution, 
they fliould not choofe the pureft in theory, but the bed that 
they can execute. If they fix upon ©ne that requires greater 
integrity, economy, fobriety, and public fpirit, than they 
pofTcfs, they will not be able to carry it into execution ; and 
as the beft things, when corrupted, become the worft, their 
viGonary fcheme will end in fomething worfe than that whicb 
they had it in their power to fecure. 

If a democracy, (which is a form of government eon* 
du<5led by popular aflcmblics, or in which promiicuous aifem* 
biles uf the people have great influence over the legiflature 
and the executive power) be chofcn, the execution of the 
plan will depend on the multitude, or thofe who direct the 
multitude. While they continue perfeAiy wife, temperate, 
and upright, they will neither propofe nor ratify any laws, 
except thofe which conduce to the public good. Butfliould 
they at any time be addidted to folly, idlenefs, or corruption, 
all is lofl. As the whole management and liberty of the coun- 
try will then depend upon an ignorant, licentious, idle and 
profligate populace, whoever (hall gain an influence over 
them may become mafter of the ftate. A democracy will 
then terminate in a dictatorship, or empire, as in Rome ; 
or in the dominion of jl foreign power, as in Athens. 
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EVxiiT people, which is not altogether ignorant of human 
nature and of itfelf, will fuppofe this to be a poifible care, 
Thofe, who have smy knowledge of Hiftory, will take it for 
l^raoted, that it will be the lot of every nation, at fome time 
or other : and they will fee caufe to fufpe«^ that corruption 
will gain ground moft rapidly wjiere men are in the excrcife 
of power and confcquently moft liable to temptation, tliat 
it, in a dtmocraiical republic. 

As this will happen fome time or other, a wife man in 
deliberating on a new Oonditution, will look for one, that 
will either anfwer a people, already corrupted ; or that will 
execute itfelf, after they ihall become corrupted. Other- 
wife they will be goVerncd, only, while they require little or 
no government, which is the cafe of the Americans at prefent. 
A Conftitution, formed on fhi« plan, mud condft of feverai 
branches, and muft provide feverai checks* 

Such is the britIsb constitvtio?*. The it|No, with 
a refponfible council, prcUdcs in the executive department, ' 
and lias a negative Upon all laws propofcd by the Lords ur 
Commons ; but cannot 'kimfelf prupofe any. He has a great 
intcred in the honour and profperity of the ftate ; but as he 
is liable to temptation, in veiled with great power, and may 
not always be feofible that his real dignity and happinefs 
conhd in the freedom of his fubje<fts, he is by the practice 
of the CenftitutiQn forbid to a^ without his council ; who - 
arefttbje(5l to be tried and puniHied cither by impeachment 
or attainder. Left this fliould not be a fu/Rcient reftraint, 
the Peers have individually a right of counfeliing the King : 
and the fupplies depend upon the Commons. 

Thus it agrees with the defcription of the Roman Confti- 
tution, under the Kings, as given by Mluft. Impcrium 
legitimum, nomen imperii regium habebant.-— 7>tf»/7. A 
government of law, tho' ftyled a monarchy. 

Tnt Lords aA in two capacities, as the Supreme Court of,. 
Judicature, and as a LejgiOative AfTcmbly. As a criminal 
court, they take cognistfanCe of crimes againft the l^ute : as a 
court of civil appeal, they decide, in the laft refoit on cafes 

A a 



• ( 178 ) 

ot property : and as a branch mi t!re Icgiilatnre, ikcf have 
a negative upon all laws; and a right of origTnating- and 
amending all bilb, ercept thofe which impofe tazcsb TfaeT- 
are the heads of great and numerous fannties, and the pro- 
prietors of eitenfive landed e^tes ; they are men defined 
from their birth to the cxercrfe of thcfe high funfEtions ; antf 
ic is reafonably expedted that .they iioufd be educated ro.a» 
to difcharge them with ability. Some «f them are men, who 
have rifcn from an inferior iituation, by their abilities in 
public bufine^, and their knowledge of the law; From alL 
theie coniiderationsy there arifes a probability that though 
they OMy often be miflcd by vanky, ambition, and partiah'ty 
to the fountain of their honours, they will never coiicur in 
rendering the King ahfoIuU ; nor la promotiog any mcafure 
that may diminiHi the influence and dignity of their honle, 
or ftrike at the profperity of the kingdom, in which they and 
their numerous relatives and connecSlions are fo nearly con- 
c«Med :- becaufe fu4h kmovationa would at the lame- time 
deftroy their own confcquencc. 

The fame hopes may be formed of thb commons, who 
arc eledled for a limited term- of years. ' The number of 
elc^ora has varied at di&rent periods, and i« certainly at pre- 
fent too fmalL 

Many of tlic members of the Houfe of Common*, are, 
like the L.ords, perfons of large property, boond by pcrfonal 
intereft to prcfcrve the freedom and forward the improvement 
of the country; deeply ititerefted In the good opinion of their 
fellow-citizens, and fubjedh to rejecStion at the expiration of 
their trufl. They have entire dlredtion of the public trea- 
fure» are the Grand Jury of the na^on in all ftate trials, and 
are competent by their power over the public purite to con- 
trol the upper Houfe and the King^ It is however great ly« 
to be lamented that they arc frequently corrupted by influ- 
ence and bribery : and it is yet more to be regretted that 
their conflituents are too often liable to the fame charge. 

These conftituents, with their fellow-citizens, form an ad- 
ditional check, a fort of rousTB estate ; for the opinion of 



fhn peojpk sf Eii^nd hu been foax^ «tpable more litivi 
t^nctt of cQntrouliiig every branch of the i^overnmentj in its 

The 8% jtxfi the principal ^eeb fn ihit complicated machine. 
TThc theory, the pratftice, and the Tcry principle cf eoonter- 
*a<5tion on which it is con((ruAed, have all 1)een made the 
fubjcdb of ridicule ; and I have fometimes joined in the 
Jaugh ; {or J know that the wifcfl plans are often liable to 
the mod ludicrpus mifreprerentattons. Bat 1 have at a more 
icrtons moment derived folid fatisfaiftion from reflec^ng, that 
it has been the inflrument of etlablifliing and fecuring, for« 
Jbon^er time than any other conftitution, a greater degree of 
Rational liberty, profperity, civilization, and knowledge, 
4han was ever enjoyed hj any other people, under any othef 
,^rm of goverment whatfoevert 

The parttcular inftances of t|»e troth «f tfait ^ifermiiott 

cannot be uU enumerated in thefe limks. I Ihali therefore 
conchide for the prdent as I began, by mentioning one con- 
Tc^uence of this order of things, which muft appear of in- 
finite importance to every one who has a due ienie of the 
jftroog tendency to corruption, fo vifible in every comnranity 
and every individual, efpecially when Inveiled with power^ 

The point I aUude to n this— -No other hrm of govem«- 
xnent has ever been able to preferve the liberty and profperity 
of the people in fo depraved a (late of fociety.. Republican 
iconftitutions have anfwered well, while the people were abfe 
to govern themfelves; but asfaftas they began to requtne 
government, with the fame ha^fte did the conllitution become 
incapable of affording it. The reafoo is plain ; the peopVe 
liiemfclves were the adminiilration, or the immediate direcr 
ton of the adminiftration ; and they became frivolous, Inxu- 
jious, extra vagaot and idle. If they had the framing «f laws, 
fhcy.ena<fted, that the revenue appropriated to the main- 
Jtcnancc of the navy (hould be applied to the fupport of the 
jtheatre, and made it a capital crime to move for the repe^ 
- 49f thi^ Uv ! — ^Thi^ was done by the iUhcniapa, the 199ft Cs^ 



lightepcd and patiioiic people bf ant)<]uity. If they hvwc on- 
ly the ele^ion of reprcfentativet io their power, they fell 
their votet to the higbeft bidder, and fpend their bribes in 
deploring the degeneracy of tbe times, and planning a Revo*- 
ItHion that will give them the whole of the plunder, wbicfa 
tl)ey arc now obliged to (hare with their deputies. This 
UH it the (late of £ngiand and Ireland at prefent. It is plain 
that in a democracy thit mud fpeedily produce anarchy, and 
terminate in the arbitrary power of an individuaL-^-But what 
is the (tare of alTairs under the Briti(h Conftitution ? — ^The 
people have continued in this (late of depravity for a great 
number of years, expo(ing their votes, and €vcry thing that 
depends on their votet, namely, their liberty, civil and reli- 
gious ; their property, real and perfohal ; to open fale in 
every county-town, city and borough in the kingdom, and 
only lamenting that the feptcnnial and o^eonial fairs do 
not more frequently return. N^w, notwithdanding this pro- 
fligacy, the people of Eftgland enjoy, at this day, a greater 
degree of rational freedom, ioternil profperity, and foreign 
power, united, than perhaps any other (late of ancient or modern 
times. Ilnefaut pasbeaucoupde probit^ pour qu*un Goveriic- 
ment Monarchique, ou un Qovcrnement Defpotique fe main* 
tiennent,eu fe foutienncnt. La force des loix dans l*un, le bras 
du Prince, toujours leve dans Pautre, reglent ou contiennent 
tout. Mais dans un etat Popnlaire il fitot- an rdOTort de plus, 
qui eft la vert6. ssraiT ncs loiz, iii.. 3. Tranfl. A 
MOHARpntAL or Defpotic Government can (iipport it- 
feU without much integrity in the people. The power of 
law in the one, the arm of the Prince in the other, regulate 
everything* But in a popular ftate there mud be tome- 
thing elfe to refort to, and that is, virtue. 

Tnjs proceeds from the fyflcm of checks and counteratflion 
■which I have dcfcribcd. The King may dciire to.extend his 
prerogative : but thib two Houfes arc jealous of their pri- 
vileges and arc backed by the people. The Lords may be par* 
tial 10 the Crown, and willing to encroach on the Commom : 
but fclf-intercd will prevent diem from facrtiicing their cow- 
fcqueocc in the iinXf ; and tliey find the Ctjmmons not left 
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leniiclaus of th^ir rights than afile to maintain tTi'em.— 
The Commons are an oVer match for both the Moiiarchial 
.iiid the Ariftocralical braikchet, ah«l bare nothiog to fear 
from: their iwtoat but ihould they abufe their power, fa 
oppoiitios to the fenle oftheottioit, wehave feen that thefr 
cdnftituents wilt defeat the ambitiotis t>n>jc<St8 of their oxrn 
reprelentatiTe» i and oa ail fuch decafions, the King ean a^ 
peal to the people^ by a diiibltttion Parliamcot. 

Thus it has happened, that every branch of- the Goyem* 
ment may be corrttpt, and meditate unconftiturional «ii* 
croachments on the reft ; nay the people ^hemfelves may be 
funk in ^ofs corruption, and yet the coyatry be free and pro(^ 
fperousw««>This caaoot be faid of any Gov»-nmeutexcc^'^i(f 



THOUGHrS 

ON rHE SRirisH coNSTirurio:^. 
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^ Tbc Ezecutxre Power ought -t»: be in the bands of a 

** MONARCS ; .becaufe this branteh of government «8 

** better adminiderfd by owe than by MANYt^—If there 

** was iM Monarch, and the £xecotive Power wa« com* 

• ** mittcd to a certain number of perfoos, fcleiSUd from 

. .. '* the Legiiljitive Body— there would as av ems 

" THEN OF UBERT*." 

M0NTE3(iUiau. 



DCCEMfiER ItS, 

THS page of hidory isHained with the crimes of King$w 
Th«y are charged n«itoniy with (heir own, but thoie which 
have beta- perpetrated in their ^natixs. Almo(k all ICings 
have been abfolute moaai^chs; and their paifions being thus 
rcleafcd from eoutroul, have run into the wilded exccft.— 



Bot there u so ^oubt that they ba^ akcn been ma^ aco 
counuble fqr enormities in which they bad no ihare. The/ 
haTc been loaded with obloquy on account of the efife^ sjf 
(late policy, of the ambition of thetr fubje^Sls, of court in* 
trigue, and peribaal fefentment, of which th^y have bf ea 
only the dupes. Every thiag that happen* duriog the vclga 
of a King is imputed to hifi^£clf ; tbough he may hare heea 
as innocent a» Edward VI. when he figned the ivrit ^(df (u^ 
retico comburendo) for burning the anabaptiil woman. 

MoNARCBT is £»IUng into dtfrepiite» lifeaufe we have fidr 
doni had eraiiBpIes of Monarehs properly Itmited. fiia^ 
ac9.uired their, power, either by conqueA, or feud^ii ptis^ 
eminence. The power conferred by fOtpqueft i^ ^kbttoded ^ 
and tlie feudal cKfcf coniidere4 his people as Taflals.. The 
royal houfes of Europe are chiefly indebted for their crowns 
to the feucUl fyflcm and the alages of tl^e northern barbari- 
ans. According to the flrcogth or we^iltiieCs of the Barony, 
were the re(lri(5lions of the royal aarhority. for many gcr 
iierations the BaroDft, or Lords, were the only oppofcrs of 
defpotifm ; and England, in particular, is indebted to them 
for iii^o^KA ciiARTA, and for confining the King within foxne 
moderate limits^ until the commons became of fufficienf 
confequcnce to join in the ep^ofition. 

The influence of the Commons arofe from the tntrodudHon 
of commerce, and from the privilege ohtatned by the Lords 
under Henry VII. ^f alienating their lands, which the mer* 
chants were then able to pnrchafe. lliis flrengtheticd the 
oppofition, anei confirmed the limitation of the prerogative. 
In France^ the downfal of the Barons was the exaltation of 
the Throne ; in England, it contributed to4t» iimttatioaiy by 
(Irengthemng ^he Comn^ons. 

"Whetrkk fhc King of England is even now* fufSciently 
redrivSled, is a quefliou which may come under confideration 
tft another time : — at prefent 1 mean only to pfli^r feme re- 
marks in favour of limited mokarcht ; and what I have 
premifed ma^^ judlfy me in faying, that no conclniioh can be 
drawn againfl this branch of our Conf^itution, from the per- 
fooal vices of arbitrary tyrants, nor from the miicnos occ%t 
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Honed by dcrpdtifen.^ There i« a greater drftanee 
^e «brulutr power of a djeipot^ and the regulated •mthortty 
<rf a Kfng, tvho is coafidered as the prefidcnt or chief ma- 
^ftrare of the ftate, th;t-n between the fur^r of a mob, axid 
the wiftiom of a well cooftituted Republic. 

Wmi refpe<fl to foreign af&irs^ it is, I beliere, admitted 
l^y every refpcdaMe writer on politics, that a monarchy ex- 
■crfa in t^rfte very important particulars — fecrccy— vigour— . 
and difpatch ; and nvith regard to internal tranquility, it is. 
attended with this nivaluable advaotage, that it eztinguiihet 
the hopes of turbulent ambitioo. 

All the RcpyWicsof antiquity, excepjt LAceDBifON, were 
torn by tncelTant convuJfions, throngh the intrigues, real or 
imaginary, of powerful citizens, aiming af thefupreme autho- 
rity. Thcfe occafioncd more mifcry, than all the fiititious plots 
invented in oth<TCfiun tries, by Rings cr their minrftcrs. Lace- 
^c^nioii efcaped thofe pizgucs by combining a limited monarchy 
with a democratical government. The throne was confidered as 
the indifputable hereditary property of two branches of tl)e 
family of Hercuki, The diviGon of the royal authority be- 
tween two co«exifting ivjngs would fccm to be an abundant 
fource of difcord and cunicuti^on, yet the ef!e& was, that the 
peace of the State was never difturbed by anjr pretenders to 
«he throne* 

Athens was fo dt ft radbed by attempts to fciase upon tTte 
Inpreme power, or by the fear of defpotifm, that fhc w^s 
obliged to refort to the extraordinary expedient of banifliing, 
by oftracifm, every citizen who excelled the reft in abilitiev, 
#ff even in the moCl iMirmiefs virtues. The Athenian who 
voted for the exile of Ariflides, could give no other reaii()n f^N* . 
kis conduct than this— that he was grieved to hear liiin> called ,' 
Ariftidcs ih« juft. This is a ftrilung inQai^e of a £cuera2 ' 
truths, that envy i» the defpot of Republics. 

Rome was continually engaged infuch ftr^ggles. Valerius,"^ 
JLuftly furnftmed Poplicota, or the courtier of the popuUce, ,' 
had fcarcely cxpcUcd the Targuhs^ when he was accufcd of; 



« dcli^n' to rcftore royalty in hi* own perfon. Manlius fell 
^ uoclcr the fame fufpicion, and was thrown from the TarpeUn - 
/ Rock, foon after he had, with.hii fiogle arm, defended it 
againQ the Gaul». I'he Decemvirs attempted to perpetuate - 
their authority. The Conluls and Senate were, alniofl every 
year, obliged to refign the lives and liberties of the people 
into' the hands of a Di^aUr, The contefls of Marius and 
Sylht Cx/ar aud Pomfcyt Offavius and iiir/i^N>;— conducled ther 
Republic through a icrics of calamities to her final ex- 
tiu(5tiou» 

\ Thus in Republfct, the abilities of the greateft men are 
cither extinguiihed by baniiliment, and transferred to the 
enemies of the ftat-e i or they become the peils of theif coun* 
iry, by indulging an inorditute ambition. In the firCi in» 
iUnce, the country becomes Aibjc<5^ to< a foreign power, like 
JPhi/ip of MaceJott^^'in the other, to a domcftic tyrant, who 
having obtained a vi^ry over the rights of his fellows, will 
J' ever think hrmfelf fafc.^ while a free, or a daring, or a vir> 
tuous man cxifts among his fubjcdls.---— Rcj^biubooxj_^uam, 
niali fufpc<Sty)rcsJ^t : femperq uc hi|^lx«oa<,vIfUM fLtfjau 
dolpfa.— SALLUST BELL. CAT. Ttattjl, Tlic good arc al* 
ways more fufpes^ed by defpott than the bad ; merit is evcir 
formidable to them. 

S\ic« was the Ifnc of the Roman Emperors. A i.imitki» 
MONARCHY avoids thefe extremes. The monarch has na 
rivals Lo fear, and of courfe has no incentive to cruelty.— 
The principal citizens have no hope of attaining the fuprcmc 
authority, and mudconliue themlclvcs to more innocent ob- 
jedls of ambition^ 

The greatell nobleman in England has no more chance of 
afccnding the throne, than the meancft peafant. — In Re- 
publics, the Abktk citizens wade and abufe their abilities ia 
ambitioiis and ruinous proje\!is : in. abfolute Monarchies,' 
they conceal them altogether, or Sacrifice them to the will of " 
the Prince. But in alimited Monarchy, none can raifip hif 
Jkopcs to the crown : none can rife to any true greatncfs, ex- 
cept by fcrving the (late, aud by the good opinion of his 
fcUow fubjc'ils. 
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/^L*AMBiTioM eft pemkieulc iium uftAflpaUifM. JDe 4iidc 
bom eflfets dans la Moiiarcfhie.-^f»R« OM Lav. xtt. 7. i>«||(« 

I In a Republic, ambitu^a is peniicioiit ; dbi»a ^kiamrckf tip* 

\ Dcfi^cial. . 

Tub Came ar^mcnU at well 4f the Authority of hiftory^ 
fccommend hereditary, in prefereiice- to ele^ivc Monarchy* 
An ele<^iye Monarchy threatens intefttne wars ; defperat* 
ooalpiraotM ; 4}vuel iprocantions.; and Moody reiwqfe- XJjp* 
•Q Him point i pnfamc tlie ^piiUtcitfc ncM^y oC oac4iiiiiclt 
ilnce we ail joined fo heartily in applauding and f^ppnitjiy 
the abortive revolution of polano, in which the change lroi» 
an ele<Stire to an hereditary Monarchy wm a ftrikiag^featnt. 

How far the evili attendant 4» ^hffld MifmkSes vu^ klf 
obviated by the Rt^refnattive form, may be confidered hert^ 
alter. 



TBOucsrn 

Mb* I^V^ 



** Point de Monarque, point de NobIefl*e; point dc 
*< Nobleffc, fMint de IrfoaarqiK, snii on a wo de(potu/' 

^ No Kii^, no KobiHty j 90 NobiUty« no Xiqgi hut in 
*< hit lUiid ado^t.*' 

•nazT Of lAWi, n. '4. 

t9!E hiftoriot of aO fooKmnMtitt gits tdKaMify i9 <h« 
fuperiority orihc priacipki of our own. To thoTls it ma^ 
probably be rcftored, if the people have the (jfim, vIrtiMr, 
aod wifdom, to draw their force to a point^-to a refona ^ 
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Toil language will not be underftood hj any who wiih to 
diftrad public attention, and draw it off to the Utopian 
fehemes of a diftempered imagination. With fuch men, 
whatever is good in our prefent frame of |;oyernment, is to be 
involved in oue common wreck, with what is bad. Every 
fpeck on its furface, becomes a mountain ; and whatever is 
venerable and noble, diminishes to a point. 

' Its abuses are great, but its good qualities are many. 
To remove the one, and preferve the other, is the iirft aina 
of a patriot. 

. Mt laft contained general remarks on the advantages pe- 
culiar to limited Monarchy ; contrafled with the ioceiTant 
cbnvullions incident to a Repmhlk* 

Tbs hereditaet branch of our legislature, now na- 
turally rifes into view. 

In the endlefs Philipics, againll the conflitotion, the 
Houfe of Lords has been one of the principal butts of fatire. 
•—Many of its enemies are enemies ^f the whole fyftem, as 
they would be of any other that chance had conne<fted them 
with, and they atuck at this point, conceiving it the weakeft 
in the line. They are either thofe who will not perceiva 
excellence in any thing ihort of abfolute perfecSlion ; or who 
prefer a political ftorm to the blei&ng of liberty under a ferene 

f y. . 

That &veral nobles have rendered themfelves odious to 
the beft friends of order in our country, we need not be furv 
prifed. . A removal however of the caufe of averiion, muft 
in the fober eye of reafon; claim a preference to the abfo- 
lute extinction of an cfTcntial part of our government. 

The nobles eariy laid one of the broadeft foundations 
of our liberty in the reign of King John ; and at difTcrent 
periods fince that sera, they have preferved or reftored the 
jx>iitical balance. 

MoMTEaqpixu, in exploring the private fprings of the rife^, 
decknfioo, and fall of Empires, draws this ftrildog pi^ures 
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Drhich IS recommended as an origina], to the yovng political 
<oBnoifl*eur.-»-*< A very curious fpcdkacic it .was in the Ut^ 
'* century, to behold the impotent efforts the £ngli£h made 
** for the eftablifhmcnt of democracy. The government was 
*' continually chan^iog. The people, amazed at £9 many 
" revolutions, fought every where for a democracy — ^without 
** being abk to iind it. At length after a ferics of tumuHuary 
** ' motions and violent fiocks^ they were obliged to have re- 
** courfe to the vert government which they had fo 
** odiouHy profcribcd.** 

To return to the Lords : it is too true that many of them, in 
contempt of the conAitution, ia defiance of the fpirit of the 
Jaw and the votes of che Commons, have ufurpcd an undue 
and almoft ruinous dominion in the ftate, by monopolizing 
rotten iniigniiicant borooobs, and often returning rcprefcn- 
tatives of therafelves to the houfeof the people. To that caufe, 
they owe a}l the odium in which fevcral of them arc held; , 
«nd if they ihould ever ceafe to exift as a diflin<5t order, to 
tliatfourcc may they trace it. But it is in their individual 
capacity that we are to blame them ; for in their legiflativc 
one. Lord Chatham I think has told us, that their power 
comparatively with that of the Commons, is as a drop of 
water to the ocean. 

Strip them cf their unc«nftitutional influence over eledtions, 
and every folid objedlion vanifhes. Were we to contemplate 
a Houfe of Lords, divefted of all influence in the return of 
the rcprefentativc aflTembly, we fhould only fee in it advan* 
tage and fafety to the commonweahh. 

The neceflity for two deliberative powers, was thus aflert* 
ed by De Lolme, who fays — " that the laws of a ftatc may 
«* be permaaent, it is neccfl*ary that the legislative power 
** fliould be divided : That they may have v/eight and eon- 
" tinue in force, it is necefl*ary that the bxicutive powea 
« fliould be one:* 

It was well underftood both by the greeks and Romans ; 
for a fenate made part of their ■ mod democratical conAituti- 
ons, as the furcft means of preventing precipitation and ef ror. 
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netealM^ iki'lbu* likt«, lield«tlieir fBttrlbr Kir; zaim 
nrnay-Kimma familiet, the oficr ctcd fccmt to have beta 
iMweditMy. 

In. A montrchical jpvemmtut^ it it iadifpenfibly Rcccf* 
6«7 ; and on tb«t poiDt it hat been well faid, that there 
Manot be a greater fiolectim in politici than a nobility wha 
Infier the liberty of the Commonf to be taken away. In 
viftoeradet the nobility get whatever the commons lofe ; but 
in monarcbiet, the erown alone it gainer.; and the certain 
,.<e^t^uencc of their helping to enflave the Common t, it 
tbeir being «nflaved tbemfelyea at lafti. 

Ir. we take the range of hiftory under our eye, we ihall 
for in the Lords a permanent body that furvivcs when the 
KeprefentatiTe branch perifhes; and has more than once 
prevented the ruin of the conftitution, when the monarch 
would have levelled its barriers. 

Didl a prince wifli no longer to Aimmon new parliamentt; 
after the dcmife of an old'one, we (hould eiperience in the 
tiordt a body at imperifhable as royalty itf^lf; entitled by 
privilege to demand an audience with the defpot ; ready to 
advife a revival of the ancient forms ; and urged by iu own 
intereft to oppofe bim by force if he refufed it. 

WaaN the Commoot Houie diflblves, the noble branch 
lUnda entire— and armed with the ftrength of the nation, 
hat. ere now vindicated its caufe with their own. We na- 
turally lofe fight of its ufe, bccaufe it is mod apparent, when 
the machine of ftate is mod in peril ; while by the natural 
•peratiea ofovr govcenment it lofea its force, when all it 
tranquil and ftourc. 

Neitbek the limited nature of thit publication, nor the 
time of the writer, admit of more than rapid iketches ; clfe 
might innumerable cafet be ftated in which the Lords would 
naturally ftand in the breach, and where they a^ualiy haVe 
done fo. I ihall briefly mentioa four, at very different 
period»*«-i.>— We are indebted to them for the Great Charter 
of «or Liberty^, acquired fo early as- iali.*«*fl.— ^t a time when 
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the Stomuii'or civil law, now the ecclefiaftical law in tkcfe 
kiDgdmit, was an objc<ft of admiration over Europe, th^ 
X«rdtoppofediiU introdudlion into England, tho' it wag re* 
eomxnendcd there with the utmoil zeal, by the clergy. Had 
ic not been for the determined part then taken by the Peer*> 
in.£urourof the common law, we ihould not at this day have. 
i(to boafb of, but be governed by the Juftinian Pandedls, ia 
i(s ftead. In the reign of Richard II. the nobility in Parlia- 
Qieat declared their difapprobation, in thcfe pointed terms— 
**The realm of Epgland hath never been unto this hour» 
''neither, by the confent of our Lord the King, and the 
" Lords of Parliament, (hall it ever be, ruled or governed 
'*^by the' civil law.'*-— Of courib,to their interference on that . 
occafion we owe the broadeft foundation of our liberties—' 
Ik—On the diflblutien of government by the flight of JameSp, 
they faved the ftate from deftnidlion> by inflantJy hold- 
ing the reins of empire for the people, ifluing orders to the 
ieet, the army, and the garrifgns, and correfponding with 
Ibe Prince of. Orange about the means of faving the nation. 
When, the Convenyon-Pai^iament met, they cavilled not at 
the (elf appointment of. the Commons, but- aaStcd boldly in. 
conjun^ion with them, and a Revolution was efFc^ed that 
Bu had few parallels in htdoiy^ either for the orderly manner 
in whichit.was-condu<9redi or the ends it attained.-*^. And, 
fo lately as George the Firft, they pafTed a bill for limiting 
/Wr ovfn numbers; which, tho* a highly fklutary reftric- 
Mh of regal prerogative, was loft in the lower houfc. 

Thi advantages of a denrier court of appeal, of a conrt ' 
fer trying charges of high crimes and mifdemeanours, and ' 
Ibr the impeachment of minifters— have feldom, if ever, been/ 
denied. Afupreme judicial authority is therefore vefted iiY 
the Peers, as men guarded againft the influence of bribery and 
corru^on, by nunH>ers, permanent wealth, and hereditary 
name. 

Tax neceflity for a middle- braiteh bang phoved by hrftory 
itod argument^ it foHows that- it mtrft have a negative vote ; 
in order at once to afibrd a third or cafting vtritr, to pre- 
serve a balancCi and fecure its own caiftcnce. 
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RurxcTiKG the fpirinnl Lords, fiftleneed be ikitf. *Iif 
their capacity as clergymen, they faare no right to fit in Par- 
. Kament ; for \\ is merely as perfons pofleffing barooiet under 
the CrowB, or by fidUon fappofed to do fo, that either the 
Bi(hops of this diiy, or the Abbots of a former one, could 
reft any claim to feats among the Lords. Their having them, 
ferves neither religious nor civil liberty, and y et lefs th e p ro> 
grefi of a further reformation in th^Xhqxcb* Tbo* fonie im- 
provement might be made in this point, I conceive that as 
Spiritual Barons, they would sot weigh a grain in the fcale 
ag»in(l A HOUSE or commons, reaUy returned by tht Ft9pU, 

In favour oi a divided legi dative power^ or middle eflate, 
the annals of paft ages from the earlicft period to the i^gfaeft 
cultivation of the homanr nrind, bear evidence; and only 
yefterday it has been the free choice of Amtrkoj which in 
the heat of war adopted it into its eonf^itution. After a de- 
liberate confideration in times of peace, they retain it both 
iu their provincial and federative legiflatures. The writer 
would not be furprifed to find that even Fwana^ psofiting by 
experience, fliould adopt it hereafter. 

With the words of an author, wboie book ihould furvive 
the language it was written »a, I will dofe this paper. 

'* A BODY of oobiUty if alfo more peculiarly neceifary in our 
. mixed and compoiuided conftitution, in order to fupport |§e 
right of both the crown and the people, by forming a barrier 
to vvithdand the encroachments of both. It creates and pre- 
ferves that gradual fcale of dignity, which proceeds from the 
peafant to the Prince ; rifing like a pyramid, from a broad 
foundation, and dimtniibing to a point as it ri£ies. It is this 
afcending and contra&iog proportion that adds (lability to 
any government ; for when the departure is fudden from^ 
one extreme to another, we may pronounce that (late to be 
precarious.— The nobility therefore- are the pillars, which 
are reared from among the people, mote immediaXely . to 
lupport the throne ; and if that fall^ TBJtr mufl alio be buried 
under its ruins." 
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rSOUGHTS ^-^ 

ON tHB BMTTISH COJ^TITirTIOX, 

No. V. 

JANlfART I— 4793« 

^ No tiemptatioti ihaU ever induce me to join any* aflbcia* 
** doD that hai for its objeA a change in the BAiia 
** of ear conftitutioci, or an extenfion of any 4)f theie bafef 
^ beyond the juft proportion. It was not (thank God) 
** made in a day. It is (he refult of gradual and progrei^ 
^ five wildom. It has grown up in a/erus; and never, 
** never, iias the guardian prote^ng genius of J^agtand 
; ^ been either tjle^f OTfaiisfiei* 

CHAs. rox«» Speech on the 13th 
Dec. X79l« againft the pro- 
clamation. 

Tax coNSTXTOTioN ; the whole cokstitution ; and 
nothing but tbk constitution.— Thcfe few words com* 
prehend the political creed of the author of this paper.— 
.With the whole conftitution, he is neither a friend of Jiberty, 
order, nor peace, who will not <eft content. Without it, no 
man ihould. 

* Tfiic great body of the Commons of Ireland, would then 
have a full reprefentadon in their own houfe of Parliament— 
and the democracy be reftorcd to its 4uc weight in govern- 
ment. 

Tbb power over tlie purCe of the nation, over the lirews \ 
#f war, commerce, and manufadLurea, over every thing that / 
gives influence among men, being thus returned to its right- I 
fal owners— corruption would be trampled under foot, as the . 
means of cvrmpting would be removed. The right of the 
piople to originate laws, thro' their re^refeutatives, and, to 
prevent improper onei^ by their vHf^ would be at, the fame 
time cffe^iMlIy fecurcd. 
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No longer {hould we hear of au^Hens, au^oneert* and pur* 
chafers of the Peerage ; of the vi|e traffic ip boroughs ; or of 
miniflerial profligacy and extravagance. Taxes we (bould 
flill have ; for without them, only favages in the hunting 
fiate can exid ; and if the feeling, rather than refle<^ing 
MILLION, ever think otherwife, ^hcy are deceived. But thefe 
cxpcnces would be regulated by wifdom, and confined within 
thoOc bounds which the neccflities of the coamumw^lUi pre- 
Jcribe. 

Such are the effedts to be expedted in the common conrfe 
of things, from a Houfe of Commons, the exprefs imagip of the 
colledlive body. But to entitle it to this chara<fter, 1 de not 
hciitate to affert, that the bails of clec^bion muft be extended 
to ROMAN CATHOLICS. Thcy are merit with all the energies 
of our nature. By the cultivation of their native powers 
and feelings, the flock of national virtue, fpirit, and freedom* 
may be encreafed as well as improved. I muft remark in this 
place, that their ancient prepoflelHons, and their recent decla- 
rations, arc all in favour of three eftates ; the defence of 
which, is one of the objc^ of ^befe faricisc^aTS. 

We have lived to fee fyAe^atic corrupcion pot -only prac- 
tifcd in fecret, but avowed by adminidration. We have 
known charges of the highdl crimes againft the Majefty of 
the (late, againfl the fountain of honours, and the unbilled 
purity that fliould diftinguifli the nobles of the land, ready 
to be made, but refufed a hearing ; tfao' fehe gmudjan of his 
country was the acciifer, and mtUions of wicooged iUbje^ 
were impatient for the iifue. from fuch « fe^pc it is na- 
tural to turn away with difgufl ; and pointing at the de* 
formed figure, to exclaim^^/i /ib/i ourj^hrhus and bappy €99^ 
JlUutiott? But let her appear in her native colours, and the 
attentive fpc<ftator wiU difcem the complexion of health, the 
lines of beauty, and the proportions of flrength. Even in 
her prefent condition, we fee the remains of a gigantic and 
venerable form, retaining fuch vigour in old age as few other 
conAitutions exhibit in youth.' Encreafc the circulation by « 
new portion of the vital principle, and ourgovemment'ttay 
long remain a blci£ng to all who enjoy it ; an exaoiplt ^ 
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we oF the fincft theories of antiquity, rcalifed. Foi- fach 
•was the conftuution which Polybiu* defcribed at the per^ 
rcaion of human contrivance, 500 years before the Saxons, 
HENGisT and HORSA, had landed on Britiih gr«und ; 
and fuch was the conftitution whieh Cicero praifes in the 
following words—" Statuo effe optime conftitutam rempob- 
** licara qua ex tfibus gcncribus ilUs regali, optimo, et popu- 
" lari confuf^i iRudice,nec puniendo irritet animum immanem 
«* et icrum, nee omnia praetermittendo licentia cives detc- 
** riorcs rcddat.'*— C«r. Frag. Lib. 1. de Rep.— -I lay 
it down (he fays) as a ma lira, that that ft ate is beft confti- 
tuted, which being compofed of the three forms, royal, arif- 
tocratic, and popular, neither esafperates the unruly and 
ferocious mind of the multitude, by ttvcnty $ nor corrupts 
the people, by licentious indulgence. 

What government is the moft defirable, moft congenial 
to the nature of human beings ? — ^That which does not r«- 
quire an inceffant and unrelaxed adlion of th€ v/hle people to 
keep it alive ; but which, by frequent periodical calls, re- 
minds them of the rights of nvin, and the conftitution of 
their government. Not that which can only exift by conti- 
nual appeals to every member of the community, which refts 
on the unremitting adtivity and heroic virtues of each, and 
tumbles into ruin when deprived of thefe precarious fupports. 
Such an one is neither calculated to promote the moft dura- 
ble liberty, nor happinefs of men.' 

In the firft moments of popular ardour, where the finews 
of every individoal fight the battles of the country, the fuc- 
cefies of a hew people may dazzle others funk in torpid re- 
pofe; but they are by no means proofs of the future excel- 
lence or ftability of their embrio conftitution. 

The great Author of Nature never but for the higheft 
purpofes of wifdom, fufpends the laws of his government. 
Tracing an analogy between his works and thofe of hit 
creatures, we may pronounce, that ftru^ret which are 
moft haftily eretSked, have the worft chance of lafting 
eziftence; whilft thofe which fpring from occafions, and 
grow out of the wants of the human foul— may be <^afiikr* 
cd as feftiog on foundations laid by a divine hand. 
Cc 



( 194 ) 

THOUGHTS 
ON THE BRITISH CONSTITUTION. 

No. VL 



JAW. i», 179J. 
** Br the •corruption of Parlianiciitf, and the abfolute in- 
** iluence of a King or hii Minifter on the two Houfes, 
** we return into that (hite, to deliver us, or fecure us from 
** which. Parliaments were inftituted. Our whole conHi- 
** tution is at once dtflblved. Many fecurities to liberty 
^* are provided ; but the integritj which depends on the 
^ freedom and the independency of parliament, is the key- 
*/ ftone which keeps the whole together. If this be 
^ (haken, our conlHtution totters; if it be quite removed , 
^ our cooftitution falls into ruin. That noble fabric, the 
** pride of Britain, the envy of her neighbours, raifed by 
'* the labour of fo many centuriei, repaired at thecxpence 
*< of fo many millions, and cemented by fuch a profufion 
'* of hlo9d% that noble fabric, I fay, which was able to 
** rciift the united efibrts of fo many races of giants, may 
^ be demolished by a race of piomibs.*' 

BOLEMGBaOKK. 

IT is now near two thoufiad years finee Polybiut, in con- 
templatiog the various defe«Sfcs to which governments were 
fubje<5l, conceived a mixture of the elements of each, that 
was t« avoid the errors of all. He probably did not enter- 
tain a hope, that the bold flight of his fancy would be realiz- 
ed in the revolution of time ; that the fyftem would prove 
as excellent in prance as it was in theory ; and that its pre- 
eminence would be placed beyond the pofiibility of doubt, 
by its having among its other virtues the valuable one of 

His (peculation was founded on the nature of man; ' 
cUe that wouki at thb day remain cmly the monument of a 
iineimagioation, which our rude anccAors enjoyed iong after 
iacbcir aative woods «— They enjoyed the fpirit and cflencc 
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of liie Briciih Conflitution : aod if .w< are aiked in what re^ 
cordi the charter of their liberties it to be found, we anfwer 
with HCME, that " it wa» not writ on parchment, nor yet on 
•* leaTcs, or barki of trees; for it preceded the ufe of writ- 
"** iogand all other civilized arts of life.". 

It is one of the many perfe<Skions of that conftitution which^ 
with a neceflarj reform, thefe papers contend for, that it hat 
the peculiar faculty of recovering after every fall ; inftead of 
gradual dccleniion, and diflblution. Even the commanding 
miod of caoMWELL, could only change its monarchical out- 
line for a feafon; and chaklbs and james fufpended the 
democracy in its conipofition, at the expence of the head 
of the one, and the crown of the other. The machine felt 
tranfient convulfions, but reverted back to its original ftate 
with more celerity than it had departed from it. 

So deeply laid in the conftitution it the fpirit of liberty, 
that it rofe fupcrior to the power of the Plantagenctt, 
Tudors, and Stuarts, and to every attack from every quar- 
ter. 

To revive itt fpirit, we have only torecur to its flrft princi- 
ples ; and, clearing away the rubbiili of centuries, ctcA the po- 
pular pillar of government on a foundation which fhall at once 
procure fecurity to the crown, ftability to the peerage, and 
liberty to the people. 

" The fee-Jimp ie is in us." We can revife and amend, or 
rather reftore; for the ftru<Sture contains within ttfelf mate-* 
rials for its repair. 

Strbmgthened by the opiniom and aiflions of the greateft 
men iw modern times, without a fingle contrary authority, 
till within^the two laft years, — many contend, that the cinfli' 
tuiion is not merely a name, but a reality :— others allege, 
that to the latter charadler it has no pretenGons, bccaufe it 
is not FIXED and written — and bccaufe it is alterable 
by the King, Lords, and Commons.— But all agree, that a 
reforni in the Commons Houfe is an objedl in the highefl 
degree dcfirable ; and that by unity and perfevirance, it may 
be eire<5b:d* 
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Lit eTcry honcft heart and hand, then, be appb'ed to briog 
it about. In the difiinion of the people, evil governort 
found their hopes ; in an adherence to ilmple point*, the; 
have their |;reateft fears. 

xIt little concerns me what party is either plcafed or ^tf' 
pleafed by the freedom of thefe thoughts, as they are dic- 
tated by a genuine affe<5iion for my native land ; by kn aver- 
fion to every power that would trample on the rights of my 
fellow men ; and by a fincere forrow for all their wao- 
derings from the plain line of pradlicable good. My regard 
for a radical reform is fufHciently evinced ; as my objeft 
is to promote an union among the people of Ireland, and 
to urge thofe under whofe eye thefe papers may fall, to 
diredl their hopes to one undifpute^ point. In that point 
ALL meet; and againA the ncceflity of attaining it, the 
moft corrupt courtier, penlioner, or fycophant, no longer 
prefumcs to offer an argument. 

With thofe virtuous men, whofe fole obje<St is a fair orgaa 
through which the will of the people may be declared in 
Parliament, I trufl, that the one grand objedt may be purfned 
with ftrady d^cifion ; and that fpirit and moderation may be 
fo happily co-mingled, that on the headn of Governors fliall 
fall any evil that can follow. Every thing bordering on pre- 
cipitation or intemperance, would be ruin and defeat. H 
the nation, as an aggregate whole, come fairly and decidedly 
forward — ^fuccefs will follow. But even the thoughtlefs agi- 
tator (hould beware how matters are pufhed to eitreines, 
ere the counties and the provinces are ready to fpeak and 
to adt. Such men are apt to look from the fpot they inhabit, 
as the foul of a fyflem ; to imagine that its rays illume the 
farthefl verge of the circle ; and that the fame ardent heat 
prevails at the extremities which is felt at the center. 

To tbo/e invejied with p§wer, I beg leave to addrcfs a few 
words. They ihould hear them with the greater candour, as 
they come from one who dctcfts levelling and republican 
principles, as much as he condemns the blemiflies that deface 
©ur Conftitution. To reftorc the weight properly belonging 
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to each of tifc three powew, is the utm©ft extent of his wifli ; 
ud that wiih has not onlyreafon, but millions to fupport it. 

Fioic an attentive obfervatioa of the growth of public 
•pinion, of what has paiTcd and is pafliog in the minds of men, 
I aver that the feint approbation of the meafure, which former- 
ly convoked county meetings, and provincial ones, a volunteer 
convention, and a civil aflembly of delegates, has at length 
given way to a defire of reform, which animates every breaft, 
and whifpcrs that the rights of the people» puifucd even in the 
ways .of peace, cannot bng be withheld. That it is not 
BOW as it once was, confined to a virtuous few, who with un- 
ceafing labour fanned the fpark^but adtuates every honcft 
nan, of every rank. It is not reftridked to the needy, to 
whom fcenes of confufion afford profit and delight ; but em- 
braces all, or almoft all, the gentlemen of landed property 
in Ulfier, not within the baleful influence of a Court. They 
join in the general prayer for a reform, as public tranquility 
and the will or tbk nation require it. They are thofc 
who have moft to contend fof, and to whom peace and the 
fecurity of property muft ever be dear; but their judgment 
concurs with that of every thinking man, that a gracious and 
well timed concefiion may enfure the loyalty and happtnefs 
of Ireland for generations. A wife ftatefman would even in 
times of profound peace inveftigate this great canker in the 
ftate ; nor in war fhould he (brink from it« 

This is the interefl of the King, and the King's friend) ; 
of the People, and the People's friends — may it be confidcrcd 
with the fedoufnefs which the fubje«Sl deferves ! 

pRocRASXiNATioN IS d^Dgcrous ; dedfipn^ wifdom. There 
are times when moderate improvement would be accepted 
with pleafure and content, that at a more advanced flage 
would be rejedted with fcorn. Let no man pretend that 
principles unfriendly to the fpirit of the Conflitution, are 
widely diflcminated— if there are fuch, tbcy lurk in a few 
breafts, and are too feeble to infedl the general mafs. Every 
Ibciety of Citizens, every Volunteer body, every Catholic 
meeting, difclaims them— and rcfls their hopes fingly on 

AMENDMENT, OOt SUBVERSION^ 
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Ir govemmcBt cc^joire a Isffoot thcj maf receiTcit tr&BOr^ 
Statefman, qualified to fteer tkro' a tcmpclluotta ocean* 
With bis advice, tkereforc, giTea in ParliameM on the zjth 
•It. ihail this number coockide* 

CHAItI*B» rOX*S ilDVICB T# MSMMTBat. 

JVbat^ it may he ajked, would I fr^poft Hdoin hwn cf efitm^ 
Hon like the fre/enf T I wril aofwer openly. If there i» a ten- 
dency in the Dijenterf to difcentent, bccaufr they conceive 
themfelvca unjuftly Aifpc^Xcd and cruelly cahnsniated, what 
ihottid Ido f I wotfld iaOantly repeal the Te/tmtd C$rp9ra^ 
tion ABst and take from then^ thereby all oaufe of complamt; 
If there were any-perfon^ tnrdurcd with a republican fpirrr, 
bccaufe they thought that the reprefeatatcyr goverament wa» 
more perfe^ in a republic, I would endeayour to amend the 
peprefentatkn of the Commens, and to prove that the Houfe of 
Commons, though not chofen by all, fiioold have no othef 
intereft than to prove itfelf the refrefentative ef all. If there 
were men diflatisfied in Scotland or Ireland, or eHbwhere, on 
/account of d^fabilicie» and exemptioiu, of unjuft prejodices» 
and of cruel reftridiioat ; I would repeal the penal Aatntet, 
which are a difgrace to our law book. If there were other 
complaints of grievance, I would redrefs them where they 
were really proved; but above all, I would cwidantiy, cheer- 
fully» patiently, li&tkn. I would make it known that if 
any man felt, or thought he felt a- grievance, he might come 
freely to the bar of this Houfe, aiid bnng his proofs. And 
k fliould be made manifeft to all the world, that where they 
did exift, they fliould be redrcflcd ; where they did not,, thai 
it fhould be made manifefh If I were to iflue a proclamati- 
on, this {hould be my pFoclamation : '* If any man/ hai a 
grievance, let him bring it to the bar of the Commona Houfe 
of Parliament, with the firm per fualion of having irhoneftly 
invefligated/* Theie are the fubfidies.that I would grant tvf 
Government. What, inftead of this,, is done f Sufiprefstbe 
complaint— check the .circulation of know ledger—command 
that no man {hall read ; or that as no man under iool..a*yeap 
can kill a partridge, that no man under io or 50K a ^ar iball^ 
dare to read or to think. 
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rmvGBTS 

§jr TBM MMITJ8H CONSTUVTrON: 

Jlo. VIL 

^ Tn En^ih Caioikiet in North Anericm are entitled to 
" certain fi^f , by the iauniitahle Jaw« <of nAture, the 
" principlefl of the Bridlh Conftitutioos and the ievenJ 

^'CJIU&TS&S or COMPACTS.** 

[P$cUrMhn rfAmerkM Congrtfs m 1774.] 

FIBKDART 12. 

THE wm4 coHtTiTUTioir, hat a variety of figntfications. 
la a general fenfe it mean* the adt or manner in which 
any thio^ i« conftituted» or the parts of which it is compoied. 
When applied lo poiUicSt it fomctimcs expreflcs the compo- 
aent or conftituting members of a government ; as when we 
fity, that Kii^JLords, and OooiniOM, are the ^bnftitution of 
Gceat Briuin« At other times, it means certam principles, 
bi4 as a ioundatioa, on which a future government may be 
bttik: but as it has fcMooi happened, that people had an 
Ofportamty of proceeding ib methodically, this, 'till of late, 
*u a very unufual fenfe of the word.— The fignificadon, 
vhich it has obtained in England and Ireland, is a collec- 
tion or ruNjiAMBMTAL RIGHTS, whjch wcrc early afTerted and 
^J$abliihed by the people ; to which by long habit and ex- 
perience they have become firmly attached, and which they 
conceive to be efiential to the continuance of their li- 
Witics. 

It Inglaod lias as eooftituttofi, there never was one in the 
*0(ld tin withitt thefe fevenieen years ; and all the nations 
of aatiqoity as well as of modern times, were flaves. Whoever 
'^ been galled by fiich a deceitful pofition, may bhifli for a 
^^efal furrcnder of his underftanding. 

Ut m for an iaftant, look to amirica ; the only country 
* vhidi it ikam there is a coollitntion. What is her con- 



ftitution, dcfervedly boaftcd. and well calcslated as it if, 
(or the manners of the inhabitants ? It is a declaration in 
writing of moft of the prtnury principles of that very Britidi 
one, the exigence of which is queftioned ! Thefe principles 
HAVE exifted and no exift in force, after the revolution of 
many ages. America has not only found, but traced them, 
in legible charadlers. She has given them ** a vifible form" 
and wifely adopted them into her fyftem ; as far as it was 
pradHcable, from the difference between the authority of a 
Prefident, and that of a King. 

He who fearches with candour, will be at no lofs to find* 
the Britifh Conftitution in charters ; in ftatute and com- 
mon law ; in immemorial maxims and practices; and in 
that unrivalled fyflem of principles, from which thefe ha?e 
iflued. John Adams, the Vice Prefident of the United States, 
has within thefe two years informed us, that it lies in a 
venerable body of unwritten or cuftomary laws,' fani^ioncd 
by the accumulated experience of ages, and by ftatutes. 

We will briefly try how far this is founded. — The Coo- 
flitution, at fo early a period as the Saxons in England, 
cftabliflies our right to a government by laws, framed hf 
thofc who Are to be governed ; and to the trial by Jury. It 
eftabliflies our right to very general fufirage; for from the 
reign of Affred in 871, to the 7th of Henry IV [Note I.] «n4 

NOTES REFERRED TO ABOVE. 

(I.) 7th Hen. rV. enaiSts, that "All ihofe that there be 
** prefent, as well fureties duly fummoned for this caufe, as 
" others, (hall attend to the eleAion of their Knights for the 
'* Parliament; and then, in full county, ihall proceed to 
'* elcdlion freely and indifferently^ notwithftanding any requeft 
*' or commandment to the contrary.** 

r AM far from adducing this inftance of an early fiatulet re- 
rpe<5linguniverfal fuffrage in counties, as an argument for its 
adoption in the prefent altered circumfhinccs of fociety. It 
is oiic of thofe points, on which the bed friends of tdom 
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from thence to &th Henry VI. in 1429, [Note a.] every frc^ 
p^alc inliabiunt w»s, or m^ght be, an ele^or. During Henry*! 

outy hold difCmilar opi«iipo8; «()4 00 which nothing fliould 
trmpt us to fplit. Ceruinly, gcncrj^l liberty mny be well 
miiiptaiued, without the communication of fr^ncbife to pau« 
p«r«, vagabonds, and (he lowed order of the (late. It CA^ 
never be denied that the ftri<£t line of tbeoretical right gpe^ 
the full length, but we are pbb'gcd to defert that, when wc 
exclude every male that happens to be a fingle hour Aiort of 
twenty- one years of age ; as well as thofc who ceafe to be 
miners, between the termination of one ele^i«n and the 
commencement of another. If we muft thus, io order to 
produce the greated good, exclude a monftrous proportion of 
all the male inhabitants of a country, on the fc»re of menta) 
incapacity during non-age ; on tiie fame principle, perfont 
dependent on others, through poverty or fervitude, are as ill 
qualified to perform the duly of free agents as the youth of 
eighteen, nineteen, or twenty. And we need not be inform- 
ed that thefe periods are the mofb favourable to virtuous en- 
thuiiafm, as well as lead liable to felfiili paflions. Befide thefe 
^rj^uments, it may be alleged that commerce, that great 
fpring of political independence, as well as the fixed intereft 
in LAND, ihould be prote(Sled by parliamentary reprefentati- 
oa. 1 (hall add another confideration, which hat engaged the 
attention of writers on this fubjedi. Our government beins 
a mixed one, its democracy might by fuch an unlimited ae- 
ccifion of power, become more than paramount to the other 
bninches, and eventually accomplish their ruin ; at the fame 
tjine that it might, as it appears it did in old times, be attend- 
ed with tumult and confufion at the hiiftings. It is fufficient. 
for my argument, to have thus revived a coollitutienal fad^, 
tending t,o demonftrate that without difturbing ancient foun- 
dations, the bafe of elet^ion may be as widely extended aa 
the bcft interefts of liberty can pofUbly require. 

(».) The preamble of the adk, 8th Henry VI. Umitins 
fl$4^ive franc hize to 409. freeholders, runs thus : 
Dd 
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minority (when he wai crowned King of France at Paris) a 
law was enacted > confining eieAive franchize to perfons 
poflicffied of a freehold worth 40s. pec annum. 

It eftabliflics our right to very frequent elet^ions of Parlia- 
ment ; for they were held twice in every year down to 1400. 
The good old cuflom of frequent Parliaments, was declared by 
ftatute 4, Ed. III. which exprefsly lays, that they ** ihall be 
holden once every yedr and more often if need be." And by 
Statute 36 of fame reign ; which declares that they ** £haU be 
holden every year." 

Hkrc then,— our right, even by the written law of the 
land , and by Qill more ancient ufage, to a very extended elec- 
tive franchize, and to very frequent Parliaments, is fully 
proved. They are as noble foundations of a reprefentative 
government, as any which modern times can boad of. 

Magna charta. In 1215, we find fome of its parts in 
the great Charter of King John ; which was only a ratifica- 



'* Whereas the eledHons of knights of fliires, to come to 
*' the Parliament of our Lord the King, in many councies of 
** the realm of England, have now of late been made by 
" very great outrages, and eiceffive numbers of people, 
** dwelling within the fame counties of the realm of England, 
** of the which moft part was of people of fmall fubdance, 
** and of no value, whereof every of them pretended a voice 
** equivalent, as to fuch electors to be made, with the mod 
" worthy Knights and Efquires dwelling within the fame 
<* ceunties ; whereby manflaughter, riots, batteries, and di- 
** vifions, among the gentlemen and other people of the fame 
** counties, fliail very likely rife and be, unlel's convenient 
•• and due remedy be provided in this behalf. . Our Lord the 
« King, &c. &c.'* 

A sBcoMn si€t paiTed, foth Henry VI. requiring that the 
freehold (to ufe its own words) fhould " lie within the fame 
*< county where any fuch choofers will meddle of any fuch 
•* clciaions." 
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tion of principles in adlual operation feveral centuries before 
that zra. This charter, in order to prevent arbitrary im- 
prifottinent, eftabliihes the principle* that the meaneft fub- 
jeA can only be brought to trial, when lawful evidence is 
given againd him. [mag. ch. Article 47]. That his trial 
muft be by jury ^Art, 48.] It aboliihes "exccflive fines," 
and alfo pledges the Crown not to ** fell, deny, or defer right 
and judice" to any man. It alfo requires that the Prelates, 
Earls and £reat Barons, (hall be fummoned to the great Council 
(afterwards called the Parliament) each by a particular writ : 
and the lefler Barons, by a general fummons of the Sheriff*. 
This charter was deemed fo valuable a portion of the conlli- 
tution, that our anccdors took care to have it confirmed 
thirty times ; Aat important part of it which fecures perfonal 
liberty has been corroborated by fix different (latutes ; and all 
its eflential articles were granted to Ireland, in like manner, 
by Henry III. 

EvBhT in the few articles which T have now fele^cd, we 
trace valuable traits of a conftitutiou. 

We find it alfo in the petition of rights, in the teign of 
Charles I. which renewed and extended the great char- 
ter. Among other matters, it prevents the Crown from oblig- 
ing the people to grant loans independently of Parliament ; 
it prevents- imprifonment without previous caufe diewn ; it 
prevents condemnation to death by Crown Commifiioners, 
without trial by the laws and (latutes of the realm. So far 
as this law went, it reftored certain paru of the conftitution 
which had been infringed by the monarch. 

We find it in the babias corpus act of Charles II. which 
obliges a jailor to produce in court the body of his prifoner, 
and fliew caufe for hjs detainderw— By it no man can be re- 
committed for the fame offence ; which laft (Hume fays) was 
a provifion for liberty, that had not place in any other go- 
vernment; and thofe which fince that aera have enjoyed it, 
borrowed it from that conftitution which wc are now ex- 
ploring in fome of its principal parts. 

We find it in the bill of rights, which informs us among 
other matters that neither laws, nor the execution of them. 
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can be fufpchd^d by rtgal authority.— 'i'he Siar-Chambcr, ii 
by It illegal — levying money for, or to the ufe of the Crown, 
without grantof Parliameiit, in illegal— right of the ftkbjctSl to 
petition the King, declared law ; and all commitments or prO- 
ftcutions for cxercifing that right, contrary to it. Ajlanding 
army in peace, witht^nt confent of Parliament , ilk-gal. Right \iS 
Protcftant fubjcdls to carry arms, alfcrted. Elcdtion of Mttfi^ 
btrs of Parliament ought to be free. Freedom of fpcecb 
and debate in Parliament, not impeachable ; nor to be 
queftioned in any court or place out of tlie fame. Exceilive 
bail not to be required ; nor exccffive fines impofcd ; not 
cruel, nor uuufual punifliments ihflidted. Jurors to be duly 
impanne!lcd (not packed) ; and Juries on diarges of high 
treafon, to con(i(l of freeholders. And for " redrefs of all 
grievances, Parliaments to be held frequently." 

/ Tnt great Whig Commoner, wm. pit r, (not indeed thb 

/ prcTeut gcntlemail of that n?»nie,) mentions one of the pr in- 

/ cipics of our conflitution, in the following admirable man-t 

' ncr.— " It i^ a maxim of our law, that every EngliHiman's- 

l.i •* houfe is his caflle. Not \hac it is furioundcd \x\th walls 

/ " and battlements: it may be a ftraw. built flicd. Every 

j •♦ vi'ind of Htavpn, may wliiftle round it; — all the elcmciiis 

j •• of nature, may cuter in : — 'out the King cannot ; the King 

•' dare not.*'— Rcfpc(5^iiig MA'jNA charta, it is a rule that 

infringements of that charter ll:ould not have the force of 

law. Among other principles, arc thefe ; that jurors iliould 

be of the viciaagc ar.d not compofed of men Jiving at a 

diitancc. That tLe duties of the King, to liis people, and the 

allegiance of the people to their King, arc rtcipiocal — 

That the jicoplc may resist a Monarch, vho tn- 

endeavours to fubvcrt the religion, laws, and liberties of his 

fubjciSls ; and that although " to declare war, is the preroga- - 

tive ef the King ; to grant or withhold the meivns ol carrying 

it on, i« the privilege of the people, through their rcprelcnta- 

tivcs." 

I HAVE attempted to cnumer.ite fome, among thoufands, 
of the WRIT J EN proofs <#f tlic exirience of a Cv)nit!tut!on ; and 
of our right to the enjoyrr.cnt of (me, en ctrtain known ard 
fixed principles. But even cha.ters and cwnftitutional 
iUtutcs, arc only tcftimcnics of iMMZiioiUAL riguj s and 
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^&rrii.C6t( ; and whatever infriiiget on tlicm ihovid be 
nugatoty a&d void. CoontHcs long deprived of fuch bleffings, 
diat cannot plead the argument drawn from prcfcripdon* 
naturally fly to parchment declaranons, as means of ar^fting 
thcffl in their flight. Bat the daims of Britons and Irifli- 
mcta, nrc not only fonnded on the natore of man, but have 
been prefcrved by a filing and adive principle, which neither 
the revolution of time, nor the encroachments of regal 
power, have been able to obliterate from their memories, 
nor extinguifli in their breafts. 

The feveral rights mentioned in this paper, have been oc- 
cafionally circumfcribcd ; but none of th<::m have been ez-^ 
tinguiflied. The encroachments on the Conflitution have 
proceeded, at one time, from the defpotic influence of the 
Monarch, as in tbe reign of James II.— at Another, from the 
tyrannical or avaricious temper of the people themfeives.-^ 
Anindance of the laft kind, we had in the American war. 
The EngHfh, by aiming at unreafonable power, and iniqui- 
tous revenue, involved ihemfclvcs in an itnin?nfc debt; and 
in order to pay the intcreft of ir, they have been 
obliged to give up a fhare of their liberty, by fubmitting to 
Excifc laws, (which render an Engliflxr.ian's houfc no longer 
his caftle) and to other unconftitutiopR.1 aifls ; juft as an ex- 
travagant individual feels his freedom abridged by his im- 
prudence. Thefe vioLilc/ns of the Conflitution, it has gene- 
rally been the care, and is always the duly cf the people to 
watch with a jcjioiis eye. It is of fuch abufes that all 
true patriots complain, and feek redrefs. To the removal 
of them, they flady to dirccb the attention of the people ; 
knowing from reafon, hiftory, and daily experience, that 
"when tlxps purified, the Britifli Conflitution would anfwcr 
the purpofes of good government better, not only than any 
Other that has ever been tried, but thin any that has ev«r 
been imagined. This is the unanimous fcntiment of the pa- 
■ triotic Iriflimen, who, on former trying occaflons were iigna- 
lized by their abilities and their virtues. The people have 
every rcafou to rely upon the wifdom and ike patriotifm of 
fuch men, and no reafon to fufpe«-1 them of defertion. But 
there are men, whom the people ihouW try before they 
TRUST.-— They fhould place their confidence ia the patriots 
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Trh(MiT I have-^fcnbed, rather than Is thole peffoni wImmb 
1 am going to mention. There are perfons who endeavour, 
in their fpeeche* and adtions, to drive things by precipitate 
and premature violence, to a greater extremity than any one 
thought of before them ; who feem to pay little .regard to 
peace and good order ; but fpeak familiarly of bloodfhed and 
devadation ; who laugh at a government that has (lood th« 
left of ages, and fccuredthe demcftic comfort,the internal quiets 
and the perfunal liberty of the people, as well as ex* 
tended the power and fupported the dignity of the councry 
abroad, better than any other that has ever been heard of. 
Thcfe men trufting to, and infulting your ignorance, throw 
out certain crude and JFantaftical ideas, which, intkttd of br- 
ing jufljfied by experience, are nothing nx>re than guefs^work 
and conjedture. Among thefe, is that abfurd notion, and 
notable difcovcry, that the Englifli have no Conilitution.— 
Now we know, that till lately, the EngUfh were the only 
people that knew what a Conftitution meant ; that in a po- 
litical fcnfe even the very word was peculiar to their laiw 
guage, and borrowed from it, by thofe who lately had no 
fuch term, becauf'e they had no fuch idea !f— chat they 
therefore knew beft what it meant ; and if others wiihed to 
exprefs a different meaning, they ihould have invented a 
diflTcrent word. Such men as thefe ave no more worthy of 
your confidence, than braggadocios, bullies, or iMPOSTORa 
of any other clafa* "" " 

Regulate the practice of our government by iu pkir- 
ciPLES ; give us Parliaments prbc^uentlt chos£N, and 
REALLY returned by tbi great body 0/ tbc people, and we 
fliall enjoy all that the wife and good have looked for, or that 
can ever he found, in free govprnment. 



ADDITIONAL NOTES. 

Sir John Thompfoa, afterwards Lord Haverfham, in hf% 
memoirs of the Earl of Anglefea, infojms us, that, '* from 
" the ift of Edward III. (1317) to the 14th Henry IV. (141a) 
** in the fpace of 85 years, there are extant ^^ original writa 
**' for the fummons of Parliament ; fo that allowing 40 days 
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* from the tefti to the returns of the writs, and but one 
** month for the fittings of Parliament, there will not be a 
** year's -interyal between the difToIution of one Parliament 
*" and the fummont of another." And there are now two 
laws in force for the annual meeting of the King*s Parliament, 
Tiz. 4th and 36th of Edward IIL 

The early attention of Parliament to prevent the fatal 
tScSts of corrupt influence on its members, has been feldom 
noticed. It appears demonftratively to have been the fenfe 
of Parliament in thefe days, that thofe who had a vote in 
j^anting a tax (hould have no concern in the colleilion of 
it; of courfe a Flaci Bill is not a novelty in the ii^onilitution. 
In Edward III. it was particularly provided, that ** no Knights 
** of Shires, Citizens, or BurgefTes, returned to Parliament, 
'* ihould be colle<^rs for the taxes or fubfidies granted to 
**■ the King.*' And when a capitation tax was granted, 4th 
JRichard IL (1380) it was al£D enadled, that *' 00 Kuight, 
" Citizen, or Burgcfs, of this Parliament, fliould be collector 
** of this money ; but that the King (hould appoint fuch as 
** ihouid equally levy it, accorxliog to the meaning of the 
''grant, throughout the KingdouL.*' 

The following fpirited reply was given by the Parliament 
to a declaration of Richard II. twelve years before the dcpo* 
£tionof that King; viz. 1387. 

** We have an ancient Conftitution ; and it was not many 
^ agesfince experimented^ (it grieves us that we muft mention 
** it) that if the King, through any evil council, or weak ob- 
** ftinacy^ or contempt of his people, or out of a pervcrfe or 
** froward wilfulncfs, or by anj other irregular courfes, fliall 
" alienate himfelf from his people, and refufe to govern by the 
" ia-ws and Jiatutes of the realm, accbrdijig t<i» the laudable or- 
^ dinances, and their faithful advicd; but will throw himfelf 
** headlong into wild defigns, and ftubbornly exercifc his own 
•• Angular arbitrary will ; that, from that time, it fliall be 
^ lawful for his people, by their full and free aflent and con- 
** fent, to depofe that King from his throne, and in his (lead 
'^ to cftabliih fome other of the royal race upon the fame/' 
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THOUGHrS 

ON rns BRITISH CONSTITUTION. 

No. VIII. 



JANUAET %$. 

•* The Hiftory of Greece, by defcribing fhc incurable cvil^ 
** inherent in every form of republican policy, cviacef 
*< the ineAimable benefits refulcing to liberty itfelf, £ron\ 
** the lawful dominion of hereditary Kings, and the Acady 
^ operation of well regulated Monarchy." 

GK.UeS* n^ST. 6|L%«C«. 



AT this period of unaccountable revolution in govem- 
ment and fentiment, every mind capable of refletSion muft 
be more or lefs occupied in conje<Aural anticipation of the 
event. Humanity revolts at the idea of civil commotion, 
and fondly embraces every plan, however chimerical, for the 
cxtiuiStion of animofity and an union of interefts. It is vain, 
at this enlightened sra, to attempt the convidtion of man- 
kind by alTertions devoid of argument, but fupported by 
power. 

A SPIRIT of enquiry pervades all ranln ; it cannot be fup- 
preflcd. It is now received as an incontrovertible poiition, 
that every office in a State fhouldbe in^ituted not for the ag- 
grandizement of individuals, but for public utility. By thiy 
tcft every inftitution is fcrutinized. We aflc, if one W5« 
deiigncd in wifdom ; another adminiftered with integrity ; 
a third attended with the advantages propofed ? 

This mode of inveftigation is equally tranquil and rational. 
Abufive eftablifiimcnts rauft fink under the weight of publip 
opinion, obtained by cool enquiry, and confirmed by reafon. 

I READ with concern the inflammatory publications of wild 
reformers. They are incapable of appreciating our Confti- 
tution. The eftablifhment of a republic in a Beighbeuring 
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} Q^^ion, from wIiu:K we have often borrowed feotimeots and 

manners, may fcducc to imitation the unreflcvfbing m^ny, and 
atirord a plaufible pretext for the malignant a(Slivity of the 

I difa flfeaed few ; few to the Coniiitutioii, but maay to its Ad- 

I miniftratioB. 

I It i» almoft ncedlefs to difplay thje beauty and wifilojn of \f 

\ our Couftitution. The advantages of republican, ariftocrati- / 



cal, and monarchical governments arc happily blended, and 
many of ihcix defc<5U excluded. The words of the profoy nd 
«ud cJegaiitjDNHJS fliould be cmblazonrd in letters of jjold 
^t thisjjcriod— " I can mOfc readily admire the liberal /pirit 
•* and iiucgrity, than the found judgment of any man, who 
« prefers a republican form of government, in this, or 49; 
f ^hcr empire of equal exteat, to a monarchy fo qualified 
^ and limited as ours. I am convinced, that neither is it 
" in theory, the wifcft fyftcra of government, nor praaicabit 
•* in this country. Yet, though I hope the Englifli Confti- 
" tufion will for ever prefcrve its original monarciiial form, 
« 1 would have the manners of the people purely and ftriiftlf 
- republican. I do not mean the licentious fpirit of anarchy 
•• and riot— I mean a general attachment to the common^ 
«* weal, diftindt from any partial attaciiment to perfons or 
«* families ; au implicit fubmiffion to the laws only, and an 
*» .^fFcaion to the magiftrate, proportioned to the integrit;r \J 
« and wildom with which h« diftributcs jufiicc to his pco- ^ 
" pie and adminifters thtir affairs." 

In proportion to my attachment t» the conftitution, i« 
my indignation at its profligate abufe. That ftate m«ft be 
on the brink of diffolution, when its fcrvants deride public 
opinion, and require no other fawftion for their meafuret 
Chan their own venal approbation. Amongft whom, every 
fcntiment of honour and idea of re<aitude. arc facrificed to 
private intercft; and who mingle in the nfual intercourfe* 
of life, without biuihing for their depravity, or feeling cm- 
barralTed in the prefcnce of unfuUied virtue. Popular con- 
troul muft be purely nominal where the executive power 
can /command a majority for the cnadtton of laws.— This 
majority obtained, not by views of public advantage, nor 
Ee 
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guided by conftitutional principles, have made a diflionour- 
able furrender of their judgment for peribnal emolument. 

If this declamation and an empty parade of words ? Let 
every honeft unprejudiced mind reflect. A celebrated hifto- 
rian has faid ** the principles of a free conftitution are irre- 
coverably loft', when the legillative power it appointed by 
the executive.*' 

CoaaopTiON in a free conftitution, rauft be always gradual 
and imperceptible. The public mind, accuftomed to freedoin, 
would repel with indignation every palpable encroachment 
on their unqueftionable rights. — But when opprefled beneath 
the weight of accumulated corruption, it lofes its native ener- 
gy, and the conlcious dignity of independence. Even when 
the people abandon the fpirit of the conftitution, they ftill 
reuin a partial attachment to its forms. 

The moft detefted of the Roman Emperors, difguifed their 
enormities by the formalities of juftice. They dignified the 
fenate, to render it an accomplice ; and when it had ferved 
as tlie inftrumeat, it became <the vi(5lim» of their iofatiate ans- 
bition. 

WtaEN the body of the people are fo far degenerated as to 
be amufed with forms ; when their opinion is difregarded and 
their wifties ungratified by the legillative department ; what 
muft be the confequcnce ? I do not wifh to anticipate evils by 
rciiedUon. ' I think and hope they will be obviated by a 
TiMELv. asroEM. One of the moft ardent wiibes of my 
heart, is, that our conftitution may be reftored to its original 
purity^ without inteftine convuliion. Government fhould 
remember there is a cfertain poini of dtpreffion^ from which a 
retrograde motion commences. The people ihould be in- 
llrudted, that there are conftitutional means of redrefs; and 
that when the public mind is fully declared, it must be 
obeyed. 

I HAVE often been amazed at the various and oppofite 
pinions of men in private life, concerning the adminiftration 
of government, who could have no perfonal intereft in per- 
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pctotting abtiTe. One defcriptioa is ftyled MODttikTE, whofe 
true motive is ft:lf>eafe ;— they think liberty will laft their 
lile, and leave poftcrity to (hift for tbemfelvct. Another or- 
der is denominated LEVELLERS : i believe ibeir zeal for refor* 
nation proceeds from mllinformation. The greater part of 
mankind have not time to confult the annals of their ancef- 
ton, to trace the gradual introdudlion of corruption, to 
compare different periods of the fame fociety, and to deduce 
conclufi»os of their refpedtive felicity. Tacitus and Pliny 
were converfant with the produ(5kions and chara<Ster8 of Ci- 
cero and Cato, and imbibed their seal. 



THOUGHTS 
•JV THE BBITISH CONSTITUTION. 



No. IX. 



FEBRVART IJ. 

<* It often comet to pafs, that in governments, where part of 
•• the Jegiflative coniifts of reprefentatives, chofcn by the 
** people, that in tra(5t of time this reprefcntation becomes 
** very unequal, and difproportionate to the reafons it was 
'< firfl eftablidied upon. To what grofs abfurdittes the foU 
** lowing of cuQom, when reafon has left it, may lead, we 
** may be fatisfied, when we fee the bare name of a town, 
** of which there remain not ib much as the ruins; where 
^ fcarce fo much houfing as a (heep>cote, or mare inhabi- 
*' tants than a ihepherd, is to be found, fend as many re- 
<* prefentatives to the grand afiembly of law-makers, as a 
** whole county, numerous in people, and powerful ia 
•• riches." 

LOCKE. 

THE Author of thefe Thoughts cannot render more 
cflcntial fervice to his country, than by preparing a brief ab- 
ftradi of the feveral principles of a reformed representA' 
TioN, recommended by the higheft authorities, and fome of 
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them in a(5Vual praAlcc in America. The inhabitants of that 
country, under the guidance of as great and virtii0u.i.inen as 
any people were ever blcflcd with, and well acquainted with 
the errors that have crept into the Brrtifli Government, 
give H8 a model for improving the reprcfentativc part of it. 
This number is dedicated to Mr grattan, and thofc Socif« 
ties at prefetit occupied in digefting plans of reform. If ft 
fliall iurnifli a fingle valuable hint, by bringing under the 
eye a general view of the fcveral fchemes propolcd for reno- 
vating the Third Branch of our LegiOattire, the Author witt 
deem his trouble amply rewarded. 

EARL OF CHATHAM. 

Amputation of depopulated boroughs, and an encreaf<!f 
of county members. Speaking of the knights of fliirc*, 
•* Would to God, (he faid) that rcfpe<5laWe reprefcDtatiiui 
•' were augmented to a greater number, in order to infui'e 
" frefli health and vigour into the found part of our repie- 
" fentation.** In a vein of prophecy refptdting boroNgbsy he 
called them, '* the rotten part of the conflitution. It cannot 
" laft the century. If it do not drop o6r, it rauft be amputattV^ 

DDKK OF RICHMOND. 

An acconnt of the whole number of male» of age in the 
kingdom (paupers included) is to be taken and divided by 
the number of members to' be fent, which will find the qu«Ha 
of clcdlors, to chufc one member. Front* the bcft accounts, 
It would be in England about two thoufand fix hundred. 
Thcfc arc to be fornied into dillridls or boroughs from rfic 
snofl contiguous parilhes, and by having all the eledlion» 
throughout the kingdom in one and the fame day, and takea 
in each pariihi all fear of riots and tumults vanifhes. 

Compensation made for disfranchized boroughs, as a 
matter of expediency, not of right. 

TflE prcfent if umber of members in the Hoirfc of Com- 
mons prefer ved. 

Parliaments annual. 

Undecided refpefting Catholics voting in Ireland. ■ 

Ballot not advil'able. 
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"ttOCTOR PRICe. 

AjotiTidN of decayed boroughs. 

CoMPKNSATioN to the proprietors of enflaved boroughs, 
as a matter of expediency. He fays, " The nccellity of abo- 
** liihing fuch boroughs is very apparent. There cannot be 
** wdrife Duifaoces in a Aate.*' 

The right of voting extended to all that have property, to 
a certain value ; every county divided into fix diftridts, each 
of which to chufe one reprefentative, leaving the remaining 
reprefeutatives to be chofen by the largeft towns and bo« 
roughs. 

Roman Catholics of property, to vote in common with 
l*roteftant«. 

Annual Farliaments. 

KEV. MR.' WTVILL. 

Abolition of decayed boroughs. Compenfation to every 
perfon immediately afFe<5led by it ; and permiiBou to the dif- 
franchifed electors to vote in the counties in lieu of their 
i)oruughs. 

Right of voting extended to all perfons paying taxes in 
the counties, cities, and boroughs, Roman Catholics in- 
cluded ; and to all leafeholders for life, or for a term exceed- 
ing 30 years, the yearly value of whofe eftates ihall be at 
leaA 40 {hillings. 

TuEjiumbcr of members diminiflied by the disfranchife- 
mcnt of boroughs, to be thrown into the counties, the capi- 
tal, and confiderable unreprefented towns. 

Annual Parliaments preferable even to triennial. 

DOCTOR JEBB. 

tlNiVERSAL fuffrage. 

The country divided into diftri<5ls, each didridl returning 
one member. 
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Om ff rhe fonner cannot be had, dSsfrsnchifement of fine 
«f the bqroitghs, and compenfattoifr, Ri^t of tlc^oi» traiiC' 
fiirrcd to towi»(hip» or diftrUftt. 

CATHotrcs Mrotc, 
Annual ParliamcnU. 

I'he confUtucBt U>dy» aoc the Iegr€atnrr, t9 forte t6e pte 
of reform. 

&ORI> crriKGBAii. 

CouNT>Kf and citie» to rcawim juft m^ tiiey are att preienc. 

Counties to be divided tato Ibcrr or more claflet^ aecor* 
ding to their importance in the national feale, confidenng 
their populaiiofi^ agriculture, andmanvlaiSlures. 

Each to return from four to ten op twelve tnirgefles, 
making m the whole the (ame number of mcaiber» a» at prc- 
feot. 

Evert man paying fcot and lot, to iMve a vote ibt burgcfleik 

The poll to be taken on a certain day in every pairtiE^ bc^ 
fore the parifli o0icer» and principal tnhabitantsv 

Compensation for disfranchUed borO(^|b«, 
Ballot not advifcable* 
TaiENNiAi. PariiamentSb 

MAioB CARTaiorvr. 

Ur IVEK9A& fbffrage. EleAioa by b&llMU Aam&t\VuU»^ 
■ieAt»* 

SEADi or A PLAN, 

Prcfeoted to tbe Dmigaononf Meeting of ^7^3, by the Vlfler 
Cvrnmitttr of Corre/pottdouey. and by them referred Co ther 
' National Conveiiriott. 

Decay e:]> borqughs diafraachiscd ^ and the diminution of 
members thereby occafioned, thrown- into confiderable 
towns, not ar prefem reprefeoted; and into the cott&iy^ Ciey« 
and great town feprcfeotaiioor 
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CdMVKiiiATiov to tlie PatroBi of dUfrancliised bonra^s, 
and for thofe boroughs which having had the ck^ve fraa- 
43kixe weAtd in a kw, become five cities or boroughs* 

<^AUriCATioif la counties :--£very refidenC ProteftauC 
male (ideocs, criminals, &c. excepted) pofl*eiIed of a free- 
hold of 40 fltilHngs, or any kind g^ property to the value of 
doi. over bis legal debts. 

Iir cities aad towns, Kke ^aGficatioii 9— alfo a perfoa 
haying a ItTiJig in a boule for which he pays jl. per annum or 
aipwards. 

McMffA^. fenraots excluded as voters, in county, city, or 

town, nnlels thej be houfeholders paying taxes. 

Vote a fwears to his quali£catioa, and that he will vote 
for the jcandidate be believes moft likely to fupport the libcr« 
ties of the people in ParliAment. AlTo to take the oaxh 
agaioft bribery. Votes once taken, to fiand unimpeachable; 
heavy peoaky agaioft a voter fallely fwearing, and lofs of 
his fraachize. 

MxMBxas in Parliament (bc£des the prefeat oaths in ufe) 
toXwcar that neither they, nor any peiifon for them, with 
their knowledge, bribed any eleiStor to vote for them. 

Anmxtal Parliaments. 
m 'fitacTioN by ballot* 

Exbeniioa of fuflfrage to fuck deforiptian of Roman Catbo- 
Scs as the National Coaveatioa £hould deem proper for that 
truft. 

All <ele6kioo8 beU on the fame day, in the different baro- 
oics, half*ibaronics« or pariihes j Xb as to finiXh in one or a 
very lew days. 

Total cxclufioa c^- ptacemea and peaiioners : jGix public 
officers allowed to fit in the Houie, withou; votinjg ; at the 
I of the Liord Lieutcnaju. 
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F2an of tht National (invention of Folunteer Delegates aJfemhJcd 
in Dublin, in 1783. 
Decayed boroughs to be opened, by the admiffion to 
fufFragc of a barony or baronies, pariih or parilhes, as the 
cafe may require.— >[See note.J 

Ant city, town, borough, or manor, (which hath hither* 
to returned members) (hall be confidered decayed, thatdoes^ 
not now contain a number of clecflors, over and above pot- 
^rallopen, not lefs than 200 in l/lfier, i«o in Munfier and 
Connau^ht^ and 70 in Lcinftcr. At any time hereafter when 
fuch cities, &c. &c. iliall fo far fall into decay as not to fur* 
ni(h that number of elcdlors, they fhallccafe to return mem- . 
ber» until the due number be fuppiied. 



It it obfenrable that the above mode of opening the bo- 
roughs was recommended by Mr. Ftoo<f, and formed on » 
precedent within the prefent rcigu,of Shoreham in £i)gland. 
In 2d George III. (i762.)that borough (in confequcnce of the 
great corruption introduced by <* the chriAian club'*) was 
thrown open to the foriy-Chilling freeholders, in the adjoining 
Rape of Bramber; whereby i,2Qo voters were added ; and the 
borough of CR(G|CLAj>B was opened (in l^%i) in a fimiUr man<» 
ner and for like reafous. 

A LATE valuable publication, the Hiftory of Boroughs. 
make& the following remark on thefe two cafes. *' The prac- 
** tical experiment that has been tried at Shoreham and Crick- 
'* lade, of the advantages which would attend a Parlia- 
** mentary Reform, or even a (iniilar disfranchifcment of the 
** corrupt and decayed boroughs, is a complete refutation of 
•* every objedlion that has been urged againfl! that important 
'* meafure, as thefe boroughs have fince been reprefented by 
** independent country gentlemen, and every eiedkioo has 
** ilncc been condu<fted with confticutional decorum/' 

Me. PoNsdNBt's bill of reform, introduced into the!ri(h 
Houfe of Commons, in the SeiRon of 1793, and to be dif- 
cuffed in the following Sedion, adopts the principle of the 
Shoreham reform, which the National Conventioa of the' 
Volunteers of Ireland Ukewife did, ten years before. 
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In cities, towns, boraiif h«^ or «Mors, not decayed, (which 
hath hitherto returned members,) every Proteftant, who 
poflefles.aL iVceholtf i&lttcft, |^art]|iMJu« of icir« Originally 
fet for 31 years or upwards,, and 15 years unexpired at the 
time, to be a voter in fuch oity^ ^c. &c. not decayed. 

In cities, towns, borougfar, xrr manors, (deemed by this 
plad cfbcayed) which hath hitherto returned members ; every 
9n>t«ftm viho poficflca a leAfieMd^ ycmljr'nkuKFjk osig^ 
nally kt ktr $h y#Ji» 90 opwaris, anil 15 yearn lUitfxfiMt at 
the time, to be a voter in fuch city, Aa» dMayiei. 

In all cirietp, towns* borou||»„ or nwLaocs^ focty CbtUU^i. 
fttck^dcEa aod u|;iwacd«, to bavf vgjurstin fuclkcitic»i, j^cc 

NoN-REfiDiNT eleiStort in any county, city, town; bo- 
rough, or manor, hot to be permirted to vore therehl,; unlefs 
their right arifes from' freehold* or leafehoM properPy of aol. 
per annum. 

hf cvuntiieB, li<eidevtWip preAnt tU&&r$f |i«ribtH fkAT^Sk^ 
itrg lealehfold inftrefts fnt years, •Bgfan)ly-feif9r'6<i'y«fff9 at 
■pwardt, of i<rf. yeai^yirahrc, andf 'w yca» uiitzpirtd,.to 
bevotcrsrinconn/ies. ^ . . ,..,..• ^ 

Placcm«»> «MUM«ihciiinMiybu»4tp«fai««£«f^df4lian». 

PcNsioNiRs Im lUbv ^ <^ -^em-flMd upvftMli^ twfafie 

their feats, but capable of re-eIe4lion. No oth^r p^nfioncrt 
capable of being returned. 

]^4s»t4lMaibr^oouati0^ Hy ^krpycki^ itp oMb btntrfi 

Elections, vfvtf voce. * ' 

Abrosatioh of all corporation byiriMtt, HitlMnoc««fe« 
or to be made, contrii^faft tbci feww fi i j ie ; oi tl j H Jfa B i, , ^ 

An oath takite by nreHiberr, lagaftrft'tftepiirdraAf of ^tti^ 
alfo againft accepting a peaffbn, dbHiif' b^ htffiffi^a ftac 
to Parliatnent* and that he has not accc]^ted one fince the 
tcft of the writ, A member convr<Sted of perjury rel{>e(SErn|^ 
this oatt&i by a jury» to be fbr ever dilqualifled lor ftttld^. 
Ff 
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FKB&UA&r x8. 

CoMTiiiVBD.vxiw of thc IcTCfal Plant propofed, at different 
tioMii for A airoaM in thb aspaaftsNTATioM of the 
people in Parliament. 

** It being the intereft, af well as intention, of the people, 
" to have a fair and equal reprefentative, whoever bringi 
'* it^eareft to that, it an undoubted friend to, and efta- 
<< bUiher of the government ; and cannot mifs the confent 
*■ and approbation of the communit^r. 

LOCKK. 



VuKtuM the NATIONAL AtflBMaLT OF DBLKOATBft, (in their 
civil capacity) confifting of five members from each coua* 
ty, city, and great town, aflemblcd in Dublin, in l^%S• 

DISFRANCHISEMENT of all dtiet, towns, boroughs, 
and manors in Ulfter^ not containing 300 clears ; and in the 
other jnhsteprdvinces, not containing X50 ele^iv. 

ComBMATxoN for extiagutihed franchixe. - 

Thb deficiency of members thereby occafioned, to be 
thrown into the county reprefentation, and by reftoring 
cledtiveiiraAbhuBe. to the body at large, ^d adding membcn 
to great cities and populous towns. 

. BuBCTxoNs by ballot. ' 
PAauAMBNTi not to eicced triennial. 
pLAUCMBN and.peafioners vacate their feats. 
Rbsiqbncb and regiiUy of voters. 

An oath adminiftered to the members againft bribery and 
^rrupt|oaw-»prhi« it even recommended by BktkfiMi,} 
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MK. ?ITTy 

'When a mmifter in I785, moved leave to bring in a bill to 
amend the reprefentatioo, the plan of which was : 

Tb£ dicfranchizement of 36 of the decayed, or decaying 
boroughs. 

Their 79 members to be diftributed to the counties, and 
fuch chief towns and cities as are not at prefent reprefented. 

Compensation to be made to proprietors of fuch disfran- 
chized boroughs, by a fund of one million of money fei apart 
foi^the purpofe. That their acceptance of the terms {hall be 
by the voluntary adt of two thirds of the ele«5tors ; and not 
compulfory ; but the appreciated value of the borough to he 
placed out at compound intereft. 

' RiGBT of voting in counties to be extended to copyholders, 
as well as freeholders. 

Mr. pox oppofed the idea of compenfation to the holders 
of boroughs, fo disfranchized* 

Motion loft— 248 to 174. ^ 

This plan was approved of by the Revd. Mr. Wjrvill, of 
Yorkshire, and difliked by the late Dr. Jebb. 
«- ^^^^■•■■^ 

Ma. ELooD propofed the following plan in 1785 ; in the Irtjb 
H§t(fe if CtmrMtts : 

Annihilation of all bye laws in corporations, that dimi- 
nifh or take away any portion of elediive franehize, from 
perfons for whom it was originally intended by charter ; t6 
which he faid there was hardly a corporation in Ireland that 
had not been fubje<Sk. 

£vBR7 reddent Prbteftant leafehoId*houfekeeper in a bo- 
rough or town corporate, to become a voter. 

SocH leafeholdcrs in boroughs, and all 40 (litUing freehold- 
ers muft be regiQered and reiident : and no freeholder to 
vote ill his county, if lipn-reiident therein, uolefs his free- 
hold be worth xool. per annum. 
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Umitersal rcgiftntioi^ For counties, to be done^is the 
Jbvranies. 

No noo-rcfident eIe<flor in towns corporate or boroughs, to 
vote in ikid towAs corporate or boroughs, unkis poStStA «f 
freehold property to the amount of lool. per annum. 

Coujf Tr cledKons Co be JmU in each barony, and all on 
the fame day. 

Im order to refiore population in decayed and contraded 
Wxougbs, commiflioners to be lent into each county, city« 
town corporate and borough ; to enquire into its particolar 
drcumftanccs, and afcertain the proportion of perfons whofc 
votes ihould return one member. He guefled that ihc fol- 
lowing was about that proportion, viz, la Leinfter, Munfter, 
and Conruw^btf no borough having lefs than 70 voters, to re- 
tara more dian one reprefenutive ; and in Uljier^ no borough 
^ith Icfs than 140 voters, to return more than one repre* 
Tentative. The diminution of members occafioned thereby, 
he did not think of con^e<)uence ; conceiving tliat it might 
reduce the number to 240 or 250, inftcad of the prefeat . 
300. When the number of voters amount to that fpecificd, 
then fuch city, town corporate and borough, ihall again re- 
turn two neinberfe as formerly. 

In 1799, Ma. FLOOD alleged that there were only two poA 
fible modes of amending the reprefentation ; by either lay- 
ing open the boroughs, or adding to the reprefentation of 
counties. 

In that year he moved in the British Houfe of Commons, 
ibat 100 members be added to the preiieat number, which 
hundred to be eJc<^d by the reftdtnt koufekeepcrg throughout 
the kingdom of Great Britain. He faid there muft be a very 
refpedtable clafs of people in all countries, efpecial y in Eng- 
land, where every man in the State was competent to pay 
50 {hillings annually in tares ; and that this would be a body, 
with which Peers and great Commoners would have, lefs in- 
fiuence than on moft of them. Mr. fox declared this was 
the bcft way of improving the repfcfentation he had yet 
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heta4. 'of.MbA Mr. Ifttlty^t ^Ua| f>r 6praitig bortiuglM ««■« 
tkat oae or more of tbe adjacent town* ^loiild vote at tJus 
cte^Hnw of members lor the decayed place : at a tur againft 
jattdHont of tnterttl for mflueDcing the nEtums, and a^aiaft 
Iht pRfbabilicy «C che eleAors bciti^ bribed. 

A «zHTfcaMAN ia Ireland recommeaded for the impnyw- 
vent of borough repreieotation, that all perfons poiTefllBd of 
perpetuiticft, witliMi the county where the Iwrotigh or bo- 
ronght are, ihouW be allowed to vote. This would be ob- 
je^Honable, as every man poflefled of- fuch perpetuity ihtHiid 
have a vote in every borough in the county, which would be 
more than he fliould have. That however may be obviated 
by fe^rmmg the eonnty into as many diftriiSb as there are bo- 
roughs, and allowing only thofe polTeCed of perpetuities 
withm each diftri^ to vote for the particular borough con- 
tained therein. 

aiEkESKNTATlON IN TEE CaNGRESS OF THE 

ffNIT£I> STATES OF AMERICA^ 

AS ACaEEO TO IN I787. 

Co^sttTotfON of Majfachttfeti :— Every male of twenty* 
One years, poifcfled of a freehold edate of three pounds an- 
nual income, or other eftatc worth 6ol. votes for a repre- 
feniative in tlieir own aflirmbly. Nevf-T^k :— Every male 
of age, poifefled of a freehold worth ftol. or renting yearly a 
tenement value 40s. votes for reprcfcntaiives, by ballot ; and- 
the quaiiiication of a voter for a member in the fenate, is 
his pofTeflion of a freehold of the VAkie of lool. Nevh. 
Jerfey : — Inhabitants of age, worth 50I. proclamation money, 
vote for reprefentatives in the fcnate and aHTemhly. Fennfftm 
vonia :— Every freeman of age, who has paid taxes twelve 
months, is a voter. Sons of freeholders to vote, tho* they 
have not paid taxes. A member incapable of ferving in the 
Honfe of Reprefentatives more than 4 years in 7, and they 
are chofen by ballot, as are alfo its delegates to Congrefs, 
who are (uperfedable at pleafure. In this (bte alone there is 
sot a SENATE, and the executive power is veiled in a PrUi- 



dmt and Cbancit. Maryland z^^FrteOitn of aft, inth a 
freehold of 50 acres of land, Tote for the Houfe of Delegates. 
Nfrtb Cgrotha :— >Seoate and Honfe of Commons, both chofca 
by baUoi ; freemen of age pofleffedof a freehold of 50 acres, 
vote for the members of the Senate ; freemen of age who 
have paid for 13 months public taxes, vote for their Honfe 
of Commons. Sattib Carolina :— An ete^r mnft be a free 
\Thite man, of age, pofTeffing a freehold of 50 acres. Or a 
town lot. Gtorgia ;— Male white inhabitants of age, pofl*efs- 
ing a freehold of lol. vaKte, vote bj ballot. ' ConmBUut >- 
The old freeholders continue e|c«£{prs. Virginia >>*Males of 
age pofledlng %$ cultivaied acres with a boiiie, arc venters. 

Congress. The legiflative pdwcn of the ftates is veftcd 
in a Congrefi, conHfting of a Senate and Houfc of Repre- 
fentattvcs. Tlie Senate is elctSked for isx years, the Houfe of 
Rcprefeutativcs for two. The fenators arc thrown ijsco three. 
claifcs : id ciafs vacate their feats at capiratioa of fccoud 
year ; 2d clafs at expiratioa of fourth year \ and 3d clafs at 
the expimtion of 5xth year— >fo that one third is chofen every 
fecoad year. Each ftate returns tw&fcnalors, whofe qualifi* 
cations are that they mufk be 30 years of age, and have been 
nine years a citizen of the Aatcs. A member of the Houfe 
of Rcprefentativcs muft be 15 years of age, and icven years 
a citizen. The whole number of reprefentatives of the 
dates (as well as dire<St Uses) are apportioned, from time 
to time, among the dificrent ftates, according to the number 
of free perfons in each. Enumerations are for this purpofc 
made every ten years, and the number of reprefentatives 
from a ftate determined accordingly. They are to be return- 
ed at the rate of one to every free perfons. ' 

At any time when two>thirds of both boufes fliaU deem 
the con rii tut ion defcdkive, and requiring reform, they may 
propofe amendments in it ; or on an application of two*thirds 
of all the fcparate legiAatures of the dates, a convention 
fliall be called for propodng amendments ; which propoled 
hI erations (hall in either cafe become part oS the confiitu- 
tion, as foon as ratified by the Icgiflatures of three-fourths of 
the ftatcs», or by conventions in three-fourths thereof ; as the 
cue or the other mode may chance -to be adopted by Congre(s» 
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A DELEGATE to CoDgTcfs cannot bold ztkj office in the gift 
of Googref«, aor receive any falaiy, fee, or emolument ; but 
chcT are paid for their attendance by their condiments. Mo 
religious teil taken by pcrXona holding places of profit or 
truft. 

The Pre&dent and Vice Prefident hold their places four 
years* and are appointed by ballot in each ftate, by « •body 
of ele€tot$ equal in number to the joiut number of repre- 
fentatives and ienators returned to Congrefs by thiit Hate ; 
but no perfon can ¥ote for either «f thefe cheers who holds 
any place faimlelf under the dates. The perfons for whom 
the majority of all the ftates vote, are the ele<5t. The Pre- 
kdeot muft be 3J years of age, and 14 yean an inhabitant. 



It appears 1>y the above»iketch» that there is not a finglc 
ftate in America which does not require that an ele<5tor ikall 
have a qualification of fr^pirty^ more or Ids. In peancb 
the populace were, by their late Conftitution, eledlors, down 
to very low degree ; fo low as the payment of about a Britifli 
half-crown yearly ia taies : and the qualifications for feats in 
the Aflembly itfelf ju« net worth mentioning. 
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OXf rSB MJUTISff QQNS'HriniQN. 
No. XI. 



C»i*TfNiHCD viBW of the feveral Plams propofeth, at dlftreni 

tMRM, for A REPORM ttf THE AEfKESiKTATIOir of tbc 

l^plc io ParKduneot. 

IXTJUGT fZOM A Sl^JkK QF JtSFQfiM^ 

flUnfITTB& TOuTSa ^<0§9%K^nL^TiOW Off> THE; 1»NIN»» •t*'FII» 

CONSTITUTION, LIBERTY, ANB PEACE, IN DDBLIN ; 

JBj^ 9tfe of its Members, 

THE Houfe (^ Osimnon* to e<Hillfl> of three hoHdre^ 
aaeatbcrs ; but tJbc-prcfent moddof retunm; thent to«<ceai^* 

Every perSbn in Ir«Un<[ h4«Hi^ an ^abtiiatkin witb fB0r« 
fire-places than oqo, to paj; the ta« «yf i m. 4I21I.— ^s^ taJb Mi 
be diftiiKfl from the hQftrth*nKmr}f t»«,. but to W cffll£i5M 
by the hearth-mooey coiletSlorir, and payment to be enforced 
in the manner prefcribed, for the enforcing the payment of 
hearth-money. Where the perfon paying this tax of 
IIS. 4{d. is a man of the age of twenty-one years, he is 
qualified to be an eledtor. To prevent the word habitation 
being mifunderftood, it means only, what^ the law deems a 
nian's caftle, into which the ilieriH' cannot make a forcible 
eiitry, under any civil writ. 

Every perfon in Ireland, having an habitation with one 
jfire place, and in the adlual poiTeffion of more than one acre 
of land, Iri{h meafure, to pay the now hearth-money on one 
hearth; and to be liable to every other tax. But where 
fuch perfon is a man of the age of twenty-one years, and 
both his habitation and faid land a^e in the fame barony, he 
IS alfo qoalified to be an eled^or. Thefe two qualificatiohsy 
above fpecified, to be the only ones that can confer the ckc^ 
tive franchife. 
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All coiiatie9 of citi^^s and to>¥ns, and every lordOiip, 
diftrii^, boroutEli, or pUce> now fending members to parlia- 
ment, to be conlldered part of the prefent thirty-two counties, 
to which tingle fherifTs are now annuallyappointed. Each 
of fuch counties of cities aad towns, aod each of fuch lord- 
fliips, dlftriifl)., boroughs and places, to be henceforth an- 
nexed to fuch of the faid thirty-two counties, as the boufes 
contained in them, are reckoned part of, in the return made 
to the Houfe of Commons, on the 22d of March, 179Z, by 
Thomas Wray, infjie<ftor general of hearths. 

The three hundred members, in the Commoos Houfe of 
Parliament, to be diQributed amongfl the faid thirty'thrce 
counties, as follows : 



Cork 33 


Members 


having 


76,739 


houfcs 


Down 16 


do 


having 


38.351 


do 


Tyrone 14 


do 


having 


31.814 


do 


Tipperary 13 


do 


having 


30.793 


do 


Antrim 13 


do 


having 


30.3-4 


do 


Mayo 13 


do 


having 


29M3 


do 


Limerick t» 


do 


having 


38,932 


4o 


Donegal! 11 


do 


having 


24,976 


do 


Gal way 10 


do 


having 


24,268 


do 


Meath 19 


do 


having 


33.133 


do 


Armagh 10 


do* 


having 


22,900 


do 


I.-.Derry 10 


do^ 


having 


22.836 


do 


Monaghan 9 


do 


having 


21,566 


do 


Wexford 9 


do 


having 


21,011 


do 


Kerry 9 


do 


having 


00,213 


do 


Watcrford 8*^ 


do 


having 


18,796 


do 


Rofcommon 8 


do 


havin<; 


18.157 


io 


Cavan 8 


do 


having 


i8,T39 


do 


Clare 8 


do 


having 


18,050 


do 


Kilkenny 8 


do 


having 


17.719 


do 


Queen*sco. 7 


do 


having 


15.685 


do 


SKgo 6 


do 


having 


14.96* 


do 


King's CO. 6 


do 


having 


14.961 


da 


Co. of the 7 >; 

cityof DublinJ ^ 


do 


having 


14.349 


do 


Wcftmeath 6 


do 


having 
Gg 


13.951 


do. 



( "6 ) 

Louth 5 members having 7.2,827 faoufcs 

Leitrim 5 do having I2,37t do 

Fermanagh 5 do having xx»983 do 

Wicklow 5 do having xi»507 do 

Co. Dublin 5 do having - 10,759 do 

Kildare 4 do having 10,605 do 

Longford 4 do having 10,348 do 

Carlow 4 do having 8,397 do 

The houfct herein fpecified make in all 701,102, agreea- 
bk to the return made by Mr. Wray, of all the houfes in 
the kingdom, herein before mentioned. 

Evert ele<Skor in 'the kingdom to give as many votes, as 
there are members for the county, in which fuch ele<5lor gives 
his vote. But no man to vote in more counties than one, at any 
general election. Where however an eledtor is qualified in 
more counties than one, he is to have his ele<^ion, in which 
county he votes. 

The mode of taking the votes, for all the counties, (except 
the county of the city of Dublin) to be by barony polls, 
where the high conftable of each barony ihall prefide. 

Evert man is eligible to be eledked, who is not a placeman 
or peniioner, and every ele<5tor may put down the names of 
fuch perfons, as he pieafes, though not declared as candi- 
dates. 

If any Elector, mediately or immediately, takes, or any 
candidate, mediately or immediately, gives any bribe, re- 
ward, or recompence whatfoever, for or on account of any 
eledlion, the ele<ftor or candidate found guilty thereof, to be 
precluded from ever voting in future, for any member to be 
fent to the Houfe of Commons, and to be utterly incapable 
of ever fitting there himfelf. 

Evert man returned to Parliament, to be obliged to ferve. 
He is, however, to receive the fum of xl. 2s. 9d. out of the 
public treafury, for every day he attends during the fitting 
of Parliament. 

Triennial Parliaments, 
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Ko man to be eligible to be eleded Into the Hoiife of 
Commons, who is not of the age of twenty-five year^jon the ; 
day of his elet^on. 

£vERT man taking his feat in the Houfe of Commons is to 
fwear, that he has not diredlly or indire<flly, given any en- 
tertainment, bribe, reward, or promife whatfoeter to pro- 
cure his eletStion. That he will not vote for ehlarging the 
duration of the Houfe, beyond the period by this law cila- 
bliihed. That he will not vote for any form of government, 
different from that of King, Lords, and Commons. And 
that he will to the bed of his judgment confcientiouQy dif- 
charge his duty in Parliament. 

Evert member of the Houfe of Commons to bt as liable 
to arreft as any other fubjedl. But where any member of 
the Houfe of Commons (hall remain in adlual cu(lody for 
fourteen days together, during the fitting of Parliament, his 
feat is to be^ vacated, and he is to be incapable of re-ele<SUon, 
unltfs he (hall be at large on the day of the commencement 
of the poll. The certificate of two members, of fuch a<Stual 
cuftady, to be, as in other cafes, a fufficient authority to the 
fpeaker to ifTue his warrant to fill up the vacancy. 

No member to be anfwerable in any manner, out of the 
Houfe of Commons, for what he fays in it. But where four- 
fifths of the Houfe agree, any member may be expelled. In 
£afe of expulfion, the member expelled cannot fit again in 
that Parliament. 

Ant member who fliali accept of any place or penfion, 
thereby vacates his feat, and cannot fit again in the Houfe of 
Commons, whild he retains either place or penfion.' This 
rule does not however extend to the fpeaker*s falary^ nor to 
the offices of fheriffs and judices of the peace, nor to any 
office to which there is no emolument annexed. 

As no placemen or penfioner can be returned by the peo- 
ple, to the Houfe of Commons, the King or his Viceroy, to 
have the power of naming feven perfens, who are to fit and 
fpeak in that Houfe, but not to vote. 
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As in tlic coiirrc of time, the populoufiicfs of countici 
muft vary, a new lift of the houfcs in every county, to be 
taken once in every twenty-one years, and then the number 
of members each county is to fend to be again proportioned, 
according to the population of each. But the number of 
members altogether to continue at 300 and no more. 



PLAN OF A PARLIAMENTARY RFFORM. 



THE population of Ireland amounts to 4,200,000 nearly, 
— If tiie country was divided into jco diftri^Sls, nearly equal 
with refpetSt to population, being colledtions of parifties, 
each diftri^a wquld contain 14,000 perfons, and might return 
one member to Parliament. 

The number of members of the Houfe of Commona might 
pcrliaps be ufefuliy dtmint{bed<' 

If it was nectffary to make a bill for reform in a hurry, 
the divUion iulo 287 baronies woukl anfwer for chc prefent, 
with members for the cities and towns. 

Each of the 300 diflritSls mtgkt be fubdividcd into 20 in* 
ferior divifions, and each of thefe fend five delegates, more 
or lefs in proportion to population, to fome fixed place in 
the diftri<^ to eledt the member. 

Though there is not the fame occafion for this fubdWiiion 
that there ii in France, yet it would be highly ufeful. The 
lower claiTes are better qualified to choofe an honefl neigh- 
bour than to judge of a member of Parliament. In each 
didridl of 14,000 inhabitants, there would be at lead 2000 
voters ; and eipcrience has ilicwn that the votes of iiich a 
nnmber cannot be taken without tvmult. 

All the primary afiemblies ihoiild meet on the fame day. 
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If two fets of aifemblies were not thought ncccffary, the 
Totea ought to be taken in dAfierent places. 

The qualifications for voting in the primary aflemblies 
fliouid be— 

Residence within the diftridb for one year before. 

Registry. 

TwE NTT-ONE ycars of age. 

NoN- VOTERS fliftuld be excufed from all dirccfl taxes. 

There will probably be much variety of opinion on the 
queftidn of qualification from property. 

The following qualifications with refpecft to property 
might perhaps anfwer. 

Occupying a certain quantity of arable land in the coun- 
try — fuppofc five acres. 

In town, occupying a hoofe of a certain rent, as lol. 

The qualification of members of Parliament fliould be, if 
any, 

Having refided for years within miles of 

the chief town of the diftridt, or having been in Parliament 
before, &c.— A certain age, perhaps »5 years. 

The duration of Parliaments might be biennial or trien- 
nial, if the duration was fixed ; but perhaps it would be 
better to let the duration be uncertain, to be determined by 
fomc method of chance properly fecured againfl tricks. 

The manner of voting in Parliament, and in the ele<5toral 
alTemblies fliould evidently be viva voce, becaufe otherwifc 
their refpecSfcive conftituents could not know iVhethtr they 
dcferved to be re-ekaed. But in primary affemblics it is a 
queftion of more difficulty. There is no doubt but that te- 
nants would often vote againft their landlords, if they dare- 
But on the other hand, it ought to be confidcred that it is. by 
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honcft pablic adMons thjrt public principle is chicfTy acquired 
and prcfervcd, without which, na inftituttons can fccure 3 
contiouance of freedom. The ufe of the ballot would give 
perpetual temptation to falfchood aad envy. It is hardlj 
pofl'ible tA contrive a fpecies of baUot, which iliall sot be 
liable ^o numerous frauds. 

A SEAT in Parliament (hould be racatcd, 

Bt taking ^ place or pcnfion, 

Bt abfcnce for a certain part of the felBon. 

The Houfe of Commons fliould be an open court, their 
proceedings publiflied by authority, and whenever a certain 
number of members, fuppofc fivc» demanded it, the name» 
of thofe wIk> voted oa each fide of a particular qucftioo 
lliould be publiflied. 

The members fliould be entitled to a fmallfalary, fuch a» 
fliould barely defray the additional expence of reiiding in 
Dublin during the feflioa. 

With regard to compcnfatron, whatever is moft likely to 
quiet the country ought to be done. The holders of borough* 
have hardly an equitable right to compenfation, on the other 
hand it would be madnefs t© rifk commotion about fuch aft ' 

objca. 

Ir a compenfation was determined oo, it mfight be dJc«Sled 
in this manner. An a<a of indemnity flioufd be paflcd. A 
committee appointed, before which the property of borough* 
fliould be proved. Thofe \frho prove property fliould obtain 
debentures to be paid out of a fpecific fund, which fliould be 
the favings of finecure places and penfions, all of which 
(except a limited fum for pcnfions) fliould go into the public 
fund at tlie death of the prefent holders. In the revenues 
©f finecure places, I compute a great proportion of the fees- 
of office in fcvcral legal offices.. 
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FKIIfCIPLEB.OF A BILL 

For amending and improving the ftate of the reprefcntation 
ot the people in parliament. Prefented by MR. George 
Ponfonby,* 19th July, 1793 — ^and to be received in next 
feffioof. 

Preamble.— Whereas the ftate of the reprefcntation of 
the people in parliament if greatly defeiflive, and it would 
tend mnch to protect the liberty of the fubjedt, and to pre- 
ferve our excellent conftitueion, if the people of this realn 
irere more fairly and cqsatly reprefented in parliament. 

The number of Knights to be .elected and returned to re- 
prefcnt each county within this kingdom, in any future par- 
liament CO be hereafter holden and kept within tliis realm, 
to he TBBBB indead of two. 

The number of citizens to be eledled and retnmcd to re- 
prefent the ciiy of Dublin in parliament, to be three ; and 
the number of citizens to be ele^ed and returned to repre- 
sent the city of Cork in Parliament to be three. 

Th£ power of ele<5king and returning three members to 
ferve in Parliament, confined to each of the thirty-two 
counties into which this kingdom is now divided, and to the 
cities of Dublin and Cork, and to do other counties, cities or 
towns whatfoeven 

Preamble.— And whereas enlarging the difVritfls of the 
feveral cities and borough towns within this kingdom, would 
tend to render their ele<ftions of citizens and burgefTes to 
ferve ia parliament, much more free and independent. 

The limits or precin^^s of every city, borough, town or 
manor having a right to fend members to parliament, to ex- 
tend to a fpace or diftance of four miles from the laid city, 
borough, town or manor, meafured by a line to be drawn from 
fome one place within the faid city, borough, town or manor, 
as near the centre of the prefent fcite of the faid city, bo- 
rough, town oi; manor, as conveniently may be done, and 
to extend ixk. every direction to a diftaocc of four miles from 
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the faid place and no further, fo as thereby to make the cir- 
cuit of the diflridl round the Uid city, borough, t»wn or 
manor equal to* twenty-four miles in circumference or there- 
abouts. 

Where any city, borough, town or manor, having a right 
to fend members to ferve in Parliament, iliall be fo fituatc as 
that a line of four miles cannot conveniently be drav^'n or 
nieafured in the manner direiSlcdj by leafoo of the vicinity 
of fome other city, borough, town or manor having alfo a 
right to fend members to ferve in Parliament, or by reaibn 
of the proximity of the fea, then a certain di(^riJl to be 
meafured from the mod central place within the faid city, 
borough, town or manor, in fuch diredlion as can be bed and 
mod conveniently done, and which ihall be equal, or as near- 
ly as may be, to a fpace contained within a circumference of 
twenty'four miles, and which fpac^ fliall be marked out and 
allotted as and for the diftridt of the faid city, borough, towa. 
or manor fltuate as aforefaid. 

Every freeholder who (hall be feifed of a freehold of ten , 
pounds value within the faid diftri<5t of a city, town, bo- 
rough or manor, (hall have a right to vote for members to 
ferve in parliament for the faid city, borough, town or ma- 
nor, any former law or ufage to the contrary notwithftand- 
ing; provided always, that the faid perfon fo claiming a 
right to vote at faid election fliall have been feifed of his 
freehold ©ne whole year before the teft of-thc writ which 
iiTued for holding the faid e}e<Slion, and fliall have regidered 
his freehold fix months before the teft of the faid writ, pur- 
fuant to the adl made in the year of his prefent 

Majefty, for the due regiftering of freeholds. 

No perfon ele(Sl:ed and admitted to the freedom of any cor- 
poration in any city or town corporate fliall by virtue of fuch 
elccSbion and admil&on, have a right to vote for members to 
ferve in parliament for the faid city or town corporate, unlefs 
the faid perfon fliall have been feifed of a freehold tenement 
of the value of five founds by the year, within the faid city 
or town corporate, upon which he or his family fliall have I 

refided for one whole year before the time of fuch ele<5tion and | 

admiilion. 
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Kprjiiif o herein coouiiieA lo extend to any perfim sdinit 

I ted, or who has a right to hit freedom by raifon of birth, 

I marriage, or feriricc to any trade or calling, hut that all fnch 

rights ihall remain in full force as if this ad had not been 

I made. 

Inbasitamts of every ctty« borough, or town corporate, 
I having a right to fend memben to' ferve in Parliament, wbp 

refide within the prcfcribed precin^b or difttid of the iaid . 
cicy» borough, or town corporate, and who fliaU have cscf^ 
dfied any of the following trades or callings 

for five years within the diftri^ aforefatd, to 
from and after the day of to have a 

right to vote and be admitted to vote at the ele^Son of any 
riprefcnutivc or reprc&ntativcs to be cho^ to repreient 
filid-cities, boroughs or towns totporuc in Parliament. 

A MCMtn to fcrre in Paffiament §nm and alter the 

di^y of ihall before he bt admitted to his 

feat in parliament, uke the oath following : 

I ** I po dolcmnly fwear that I have not, ditt&y or ii^dt- 

** rt&ijt procured my eledion and return to parliament by 
^* the means of any fum or iiiffla of money, whatfoever, or 
** by any promife of any pccaniary reward whacibever, and 
^ chat I have not authoriaed any pcriiMi whatfoever to givo 
" or prosiiit any fum of money whatfoever for prucudng mc 
** tobeelcdedandreuiroada m«aiher tofonpciapariiamcm, 
^ and that if iiay fiacb yiromifo hath been taadeoo my behatf 
•* I will not ratify or aafccfaod the lame. Sohdpmeted.** 

raoviocD always, that nothing in this a^ ihall extetid, or 
in any wife be deemed or taken to extend to the aitias of VtU* 
icfford, mikcooy, Limerich, X^ondondctry, 

and the towns of hue 

Ihat all their rigba, franchiics and privileges, limits ^md 
precimSU, ihall wwin and ooocinsc aa if shia aA ha4 »» 
bean jnada. 
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'*. Ip It were probable that rvery man woold give his vntc 
" freely, and without influence of any kind ; tlien, upon 
•' the tree theory and general principles of liberty, every 
" member of the commuoLty, however poor, (hould have 
** a vote in «le<5ting thofe delegates, to whofe charge is 
*' committed the difbofition of his property, his liberty, 
" and his life. But Unce that can hardly be eipedted in 
" perfons of indigent fortunes, or fuch as are under the 
" immediate dominion of others, all popular dates have 
^ been obliged. tQeftablifli certain qualifications." 

BLACKSTONE. 



** The misfortune is, that the diferUi jsoroughs jcontinne to 
" be fummoncd." 

BLACKSTONE. 



■ ON a review of the feveral fchem« of parliamentarv 
REFORM, which in the three laft numbers were laid before 
the public, it will eafily be feen that whilft there are certain 
points on which almofl every man differs from another, there 
are others on which all projedfeors exatfUy correspond. Thcfe 
latter, therefore, we may fairly fet down as eifcncial to a re- 
form ; whatever other particulars it may embrace or exdtidt. 

' Op thefe eifential features of refonn, we may juftly confider 
the disfranchifement, or enlargement, of decayed or clofe 
boroughs ; as occupying the chief place, in whatever point 
of view T^e regard a' parliamentary reform, we are ftmclc 
'with th^^vidonfnefs and abfurdity, which vie with each 
other in this part of the exiftiog fyftem ; and we lee with a 
deamefs of evidence which renders demonflration fupterfln- 
ous, that no adequate degree of reform can ever be efie<Sled, 
until this mafs of political pravity be fully and fairly done 
away. 
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On Hits point, the light of r$afon bean (b powerfttUy, and- 
all the principlet of the conftttutioB point fo dtrc^y to it» 
importance, that it not only becomes unncceflauy to dweU 
upon it, but we ma^r fairly infer that if the minds of thinking 
men ttrere not embarrafled by the variety of remedial plans, 
by the fancifulnefs of fome and the extiayaganee of others, 
this political monftcr muft, ere this, evcninfpiteofinterefted 
and private views, have faUea a facrifice to coniidency and 
common benefit. 

What then at this day is fo incumbent on all thoTe who 
wiHi well to a Parliamentary Reform, as to unite their heft 
endeavours for the removal of thofe obftacles' which have 
hitherto retarded, and unlefs they are done away, muft (UU 
retard the attainment of this moft deiirable objcA. And 
how can this be fo eflfeiStually done as by endeavouring on 
this important fubjetSt, to difcrimioate between the wild 
fportings of imagination and the fober operations of reafon ? 
How ; but by divefting the idea of Reform of every fhred of 
fanatical extravagance, and fending h forth into the world, 
in the decent drapery of conflttutional common fenfr. 

This is the more ncccflary, becanfc it iy only by reducing 
political opinions to- the ftandard of reason, tha« an union 
of public fentimenC can ever be obtained ; — and in fuch an 
union only, can the Friends of Reform poflefs that rational 
lorce which willfuperfede and rife fuperior to every other. 

In confidcring thofe point^on which the various reformers 
differ from each other, the excenfiion of fuffrage ftrikes us as 
of the greatcft importance—** who ought to vote roa 
MSMBERs or PARLiAMBMT ?^ To this, therefore, let us 
dire& our attention for the prefent ; and that we may purfue 
the enquiry with certainty, let us recoUedlf for a moment the 
real dejign of Parliamentary Reprefentation. 

It is tlie very fpirit and effence of the Britifli Conflttution, 
that no law (liould be made, nor tax impofcd, without the 
confent of the nation. But the nation cannot deliberate. Ic 
is impollible for four millions to come together iu^o one 
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piMt, IbftheptftM^oloMMnainctlhigo^aaoiit, wdghiBg 
fiifuWt *n^ dcttrmioiof ea the bcft meafaret. It hat tbere- 
fete bees iinUitf ordained, tbM a number of perfoaa, freely 
cMm« flMoid be oolloAcd from the different paru of the 
kiafdora, and tbat to thtm Aiooid be committed the truft of 
dtKberating kit the pnblie good ; on this obvioiu principle, 
that the tmpattial deiermtnatioa of foch a number of perfona 
fo ebofen, and fo colledcd, may fairly be confidered ai the 
unbiased fenfe of the people. 

Tftoi, it ii<videnc that the Houie of Commont b Hot 
merely ao organ forgiving capreifion to the popular ▼oice— 
diat it ia not a regiilry office ibr receiving and recording the 
detail of local featimenti, and giving the name of Uw to that 
^ich may happen to be predominant ;. but that it it, on the 
contrary, intended by the cooditution to be a great delibera- 
tive council, formed of the wifeft, the moll virtuous, and 
the moft independent men in the country. 

Lax then the unprejudiced enquirer after political truth aik 
himfelf, how this idea of Parliamentary Reprefcotation may 
moft effciStually be rcalized^-whether by extending the elec- 
tive fuffirage to all the male inhabitants of the country ; or 
by limiting it to fuch perfons, as from the pofleflion of fome 
property, have an actual Aakc in the country, and confe* 
^oently feel themfelves intercfted in its peace, its liberty, and 
its profperity. 

In every community it has been acknowledged as a leading 
political truth, that the exercifcf of political power ought not 
to be intruded to thofe who were generally unfit to ufe it for 
the public advantage; and on this principle, femal es and 
minors have been univerfally excluded ; the former being 
confidered as fubjedl to influence^— the latter being deemed 
incapable, from mental immaturity. 

Now, if females and minors are juftly excluded from the 
exercife of political power, on the ground of unfitness, it ne- 
ceflarily follows, that where there is an equal unfitnefs, there 
ought to be a fimilar exdufion ; and if the principle be an 
equitable one in ithUt it ought, in all julHce, and indeed, a 
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firtierif to be applied where both ground$ of eielufion meet ; 
to thofe whofe ignorance nUket them incottpettntyaad whole. - 
indigence makes them dependent. 

It will be underftood that I fpeak of thofe who hftTe> aa 
Ari<fl propriety of fpcccfa, no property ; who pais thro* Jife 
earn tag their daily bread by their daily labour— but who have - 
fsved nothing ; have made no provilaon for their famiJiet or 
themfelvcs ; for ficknefs or old age. * 

That thefe form a mod ufeful and valuable elafs of the 
community, that they have a right to a juft fliare of every 
political benefit, and that they are even entitled to the pecu-- 
liar cire and /cndernefs of the higher claflei of fociety, I do 
msft readily grant; — but that they ought to be entrufted with 
political power, I deny ; bccaufe it would be dangerous to the 
Commonwealth, ufelefs to themfclves, and inconfiftcnt with- 
every principle of found policy. 

To the exercife of even the loweft political fundtion, 
fome degree of refledUon and forefight it tndifpenfably necef* 
fary. Without thefe, he who exerciles it,, unavoidably be- 
comes either the play-thing of accident orthe inflrumeiit of 
defign. But reflctStion and forefight are feldom to be found 
amongll thofe who have ah/oiuteiy m property. It is then only^, ^ 
when a man has acquired fomcthing, that he looks backward 
witli fatisfasSbion, or forward with folicitude. Till then, lie 
literally takes no thought for to-morrow. He has nothing to 
)ofe, he is fearleft of danger— 'and may have fomething to 
gain by public confufion. 

<* Cantabit vacuus coram latrooe viator.*' 

■^ And yet thefe unrefle<5ling and improvident fons of po- 
verty, form the grc^t numerical majority of the community. 
Conleqoently an unqualified fuffrage, would a<3ually throw 
.into their hands the great weight of political power. But in 
this cafe who could calculate the coofcqucnces ? Could we 
piomiJc ourfelvcs a rcfpcdkable legiflaturc, when the choice 
iliould reft with thofe who are incapable of judging of the 
nccefiary. qualifications of its members f Could rcguhtrity 
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•f governmtnt he hoped £or when the great wfinec?, whfc& 
gfvcs motiea to the whok political machine^ was furrendcfed 
to the mirmanagemeot of the uriiofonned multitude ^ Or* 
would it be pofBble to enfurc for any given fpace of time, th^ 
exiftcnec of law, of order, of property, of perfonal IiE>crtyy 
or of perfonal fafety ; wheO' the whole fabrick of the conftp- 
tution were thus abfurSly committed to a ba(w of Affting 
i'aud. 

Is it ncccfTary to repeat the trite obferT^ttoii, th»i " €ivi? 
Liberty, wlicn purfued Co an extreme, Hkc c^ery other ex- 
treme, may merge iato its oppoflfe, into defpotifm ;" the 
Avorfk rpcci'cs of defpotifm^ that of the many ; where irre-r 
iHUblc power I's' dirciflcd" by capn'ciou» ▼eriatility ? Need I 
remark, that that only is a free government, where reafon is 
paramount ; where by a judicfoBS diffributfon ©f powers, the 
few are as fafe from tlie encroachments of the n^ny, as th« 
many are from thofe of the few ; and where uationaf wifdont 
is kept in unrcftratned and regular atftiou for the national be- 
nefit. Tim, and this only, is genuine liberty. This alone 
can anfwer the diverfified exigencies of focicty.— But could 
this even extO, if the predominance of political power were 
to be committed to thofe who can give no fccurity for thei^" 
condu(5t ; and whofe mifconducl there would be no means ot* 
corre^aing ? 

Would the multitude, who (hould be thus called forward 
into political adlrion, reap any advantage ^ Certainly uoe. 
Bccaufc whatever tends to fcfletf the ft^.ibility and regularity 
of government, muft in the fame proportion, be injurious to 
their bcft intcrefts. It is only uiKler a regtular government^ 
growing principally out of ibe middle otdcrs (thofe true fourccs 
of the power, virtue and knowledge cf aH communities) that 
the occupations of life, which give emp'oymcnt to the 
working clafs, can be carried on with fpiiit or ileadinef*. 
Wliat advantage under heaven, wouW it be to the day-labourer, 
to be fpccifically rcprefented in the Houfe of Commons i 
Would fuch a rcprclcntation, ni any degree ameliorate hi« 
condition ? or could the pofTelEon of fulFragc Iccure to tUc 
working pooc a greaXer proportion gf pohticiil advautagc^, . 



( »39 J 

comparatively with the other ctaflos of the commanfty, tVan 
thcj enjoy even in the prcfcnt flat* of things ? The working 
poor will then be beft reprefcntecl, ^w4ien the wifcft aad maft^ 
e|{e<Shiai meaftires are porfcied for promoting nationai proTpe- 
rity,liecaafe theirs is rnvoWed in it ;for giving encourageineiit 
to indirftry ^ tacHity M commerce^; and what is abfolutoly ef* 
icntia! to all thefe, fccurfty to property. I fay they will tinm 
be beft reprefented ; bccau fe ' t heir ha pp i neis w i H t hen 'be A^c ft 
provided for, they wi41%e employed more reguIaHy, a«d tl>cy 
will be paid better. In a free (late the higher ranks of ^ 
ctety, as they advance, bring forward tlie lower ones alang 
with.lhera. The progrcffion for inftance of the mercantile 
rank, is felt by4he jneaneft drudge who carries the mercham 6 
liales, from his vefTel to his waggon.-^J^ut more dice<^ly, the 
thriving influence extends from the mcrchanLto the manufac- 
turer ; from the manufa<5burcr to itit hufbandman-^andftom 
the hu&andmau to the lowetl cottager. Bitt can gny of thefe 
advantages exift where there is not ^ ftable government ; and 
Mrill any man be hau:dy enough to enfure a .liable govermaenit* 
-vrhere the whole multitude h brought forward into political 
4iidlion ? But how poorly would that multitude be compcn> 
-fated /or the lofs of certain employment, and perhaps even 
of the common neceflaries of life ; by a triennials a biennial, 
or even an annual exercife of political power ? 

•If it he faid, that the tmivcrfal poflcfiion of the elecflive 
franchiie is a neecffary fecurity againft the encroachments of 
government, I reply, that theXccurity lodged with the indivi- 
dual, ihouidbe proportionate to the danger of encroachment. 
Bat the difiereoce in this refpedt, -between a man who h-jts 
/ome property, and him who has abfelutely none, Is alniofl 
infinite. It is not perfonal liberty, but property, againft 
which the abufes of power arc chiefly pointed. The political 
machinery of corrupt 'datefmen is conftrucftcd for one eml 
only— the extortion of revenue. But it is property, to which 
diw maehincry muft be applied. With property, therefore, 
in all reafon and in alljuftice, ihould the counteracting power, 
ilk a certain degree be entruClcd. 
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Lit no man Uj that, hy an czdufion from Mi ptewer, the 
poor are injured. If there is truth in the foregotog ohferva* 
tions, they are not injured but benefited ; becaufe by thi« 
meant they are preferved not only from injuring othen, but 
from injuring themfelvet. If they are injured, it is as the 
ffaoughtlefi youth is injured, whoTe eftat« is withheld from 
him until his mind is matured by experience.*— If they are in* 
jured, it is an injury which our minors and our females, the 
hope and the happinels of the commnnity, £afScr in common 
with them. 

It is fcarcely poflSble that this exelulTon Ibould CTcn in a 
fiogle inftance, have an unfair operation, becaufe it is not 
' likely, that it ihould extend to an individual, who has the 
habits necefl*ary for making a proper choice at an cletftion.— » 
For, if the qualification were even higher than it is at prcfcnt, 
provided it were extended (as it ought in all reafon) to every 
fpeciesof permanent property, it would be attainable by every 
perfon of induftrious and virtuous difpofitions, even in the 
lowed rank. Abfolute poverty, in alraoft every inriance, is 
the refult of grofs ignorai^ce or habitual mifcondudl. It h 
the effect of a moral gravitation, which finks the fubje<ft oi it 
to the centre of the focial fphere. Where there is any de- 
gree of expaniion or elaflicity of mind, it fhewi itfelf in an 
effort to rife ; and there muft be a concurrence of misfortunes, 
where the effort is uofuccefsful. l.et us obferve real life, and 
Vire ihall fee the truth of this ohfervation fully demoil(hated : 
and what I aik, can be more reafonable, than that the elcc* 
live franchife Oiould be placed at that point of the fcale of 
fociety which marks the fir ft gradation of vtrtuont induftry, 
in its progrefs from indigence to competency.— At that point, 
where firft the ufe and value of at can be underflood, or the 
exercife of it be advantageous:— and where it will ferve, both 
as the (limulus to merit, and its reward. And on the other 
hand, what could be more abfurd than to fix it lower—to 
force it upon thofe who feel not the want of it, and ihouhi 
not wifli for it f who refiga themfelvet without a Aru^gle to 
that fordid indigence, which they every day fee othcr«, (with 
no greater external advantages than themfelves) combat with 
and conquer ! and who, if left tq themfelves, would be no 
more aflre<Stcd by the political confiidU which agitate the 
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higher orders of the commaRity, than the torpid (hell-iifli, 
which fl umbers out iu life at the bottom of the ocean, is 
aJSciSicd bj the ilut^uations of the furfacc. ' 
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ON" THE BRITISH CONSTITUTtOIT. 

No. xin. 

April 5. • 
** It has always been my political fcntiment, that it is unjuft 
* *\m ** ^9 attempt to hold a country in fubjedtion, and to gaTem 
*< againft the will an^ opinion of the people."" 

CBARLES POX, 



That extraordinary meteor in politics, the prbncx 
t EVOLUTION, afibrds an in(lru(5tive lefTon. 
f 

\ It offers d^monflrative cTidence that even throne^may be 

!** infccure, thoiigh environed by armed hods; and points out 

[ the poHi^ of feizing on times of profound peace* to re* 

I vive the principles of rational and temperate freedom. This 

[ "^ it nrges, ab the fared expedient for attaching the hearts of 
[ fubje^ to the laws, fccuring the ftrcngth of th«ir arm againft 

r ^ invading foes, and preventing the low murmoy of the people 
: l from fwelling iiilo accents of fettled difcontent. Though dif- 

quiets which have reafon fbr their bafis, may be iilenced for 
I a feafon, it is inherent in their nature to gain force by time. 

I J% communities at large, it carries e^al admonition. It 

. ' {hews thpm a point, beyond which ttieir energies cannot be 

excited, without anarchy ; without becoming a bar (o thofe 
I very fecurities for liberty, which render fiDpular commcHibos 

honourable. ^ 

li 
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Ik ttSte&ig on Ae fonncr fltteot f^amce, a fyttcm of 
cradly, monopoly, and abufe, and coofidering the ahnoft 
miracuioMchanse cfcat4ook place ; we ^nd att ealjr due to 
the dcii^jht with which we coocemplated the event. 

In (hinr DE^LA«moN or mo«t9*, we few the abftra<S^ prin- 
ciples of govermncot revcakd, the ftrcaxas of power laid 
open to Tulgar mfpe^ion.asMl traced up to their foui'ce. ' We 
were led to view with rapture a new atrz in human afihirs ; 
lifaich f(9en»*<l to prontlc am enjoyment af civil righto without (^ 
the ilightelk alloy, or ||ie (inallefi facrifice of the freedcfti of 
the individual, to the comfipru of regulated fociety« 

WflEN univerfal libctty fe^ied within graf^, the profpe<% 
wes ftukkoly obfcured. The vifion was too perf«3j^ to be '^ 
bUtng, apd the encjiantnent held but for a day.. The things 
vfc am hourly witneiliqg, cannot however pa&away without ^ 
meliorating every (oil, 19 every portion perhaps of th« globe ; * 
for the germ of liberty wiU be conveyed to oountH^ * 
that never cultivated it before. Though the utmoft fum of 
theoretical freedom, may not in the ifTue be attained ; all that 
CEpvig nc e has proooiioccd q^ooaU pca<^caU.l«id pecma- 
nent, prob^Iy will. 

It Mi^Qatunl that an enthufiafttc love of Gallic emanci- 
pAtiqil fliouUI widely extend itfelf, a»d in no trtsSt of country 
more than iuJbti North ^f luland.-^ that nidua^of Am^vican In- 
dcpfndcoce, and of liberty to three millions at- honkc. There,. 
the vao/iX ardent afte^Uwi. for the late reiwlutioii.difplaycd< 
it&l£; and. what heart fliould have refufed to participate ? 

T«e redtal of ia^s will revive in our memory, the odious 
icexies which^ in th^ old order of thing?* wtre daily diQilayed* 
iafxiance. 

Bcroas TBC REVOLUTION, the lives and properties of - 
twenty five millions, were fubje<fl; without controul to 'the 
will of one man^ How ill that power was and migh|rbe exer- 
cifed, let the revocation of the edi^ of NAotz declare ; when 
the |;»Ueys wer^Ued with proteftants ; when fivc^r fix hundred 
j^t^CanA men periihed in difi^r^nt wan iJuiA a like numbc^- 
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'(bccfiHtfc tkar^^gSIm wa»iioeU»t ef RomeJ irtrs^forccd 
out of tbctr country, difTdBunatin^arts OTcr Europcr-mafty d 
vhich were before confined te Fran^ 

JLETTeR»»dc Caehet, for the Baftilc and oth^f^ ffatc 
prifoD^ J^ci'c (old ^itb ^/tf»)b, wbicii the pufdbaftr 
might dl* up wTth names at pleaf^re y and at his difcre- 
tioD, imprifonnittnt for life in a loathlbme dbngeon, or t^ 
be #^ained at the oar of a ^11^» nught be the lot of the 
innocent as well m the ^niltyf, B^fide the great Ba(^, 
there were thirtj-nVe fmaUer one»J|inder other name^, %i 
Baris alone. 

Tai liberty of the firft f&bjdft in the land. was at the. mercy 
^ of a Madam Maint^o4 <^a Pompadour, or whbever ^ 
: the King happened to be attached to. Latude mt^t be Ct>n- 
i % fined within the walls of a dungeon fcnr thirty five years, or a 

Y wretcl|bruifed to deattvby the carriage wheel»of his Maj^iT- 

ftjITs miftrefs ; without the Aighteft enquiry in%o the caufe of 
^ the co^i!!)ittaI of the one, or offthe death of the other. Tlie 
body of jifiAMifortunate man who happcaed> to wound the , 
pride of aij^urtcsao, was ** w.afkd away in the Baftile with 
" long expecftation and confineaest. Latude felt what kind 
•* of ficknefs of the heart it was, whlcb arifes from bopede^ 
'^ ferred. On looking nearer, we might fee him pak and fe- 
** verifli. In thirty years the weflern breeze liad not once 

ft* £ginned his blocfd— he had feen nofdn, no moon lA'all that 
g ** time ; nor had the voice of frictid or kinfman breathed 

** tltrbugh bis I^tice. He was ficMig upon the gronnd on a 
' *< liine iHaWt ><^ the iarthed'comer of his d«ttgeon, wlMch 
* ** was ahernaiely hit chair aiild his bed. A llittlc calendar of 
^mall fttckfrtrerc laid at the head, notched all over with the 
** difm^ d|Y8 and nights be had pafied there/' Such was the 
pi(5tore 'of confinement, drawn by the mafterly pencil of 
Ster^. it wa» a fketch'from natiure } and hence the c0e^ it 
^ has%vcr had on the feelings of the reader. The Baftile with 
hs towers, and its fofTe, raifed thofe fears which our country- 
man fo well defcfibed ; and which were fctt by every inbabi- ^ 
,^ tant of a free country, that has \mn on the fpot. The Ibun- 
diKioaa #S that moBiivieat of defpotifniv ore aoir kapprly 
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rooted out, and grafs grows where nanjl > Ti<5Hm has Itn- 
gui(hed from youth to old age, after the very caufc of his im« 
prifonment was forgettcn, and his profecator no more. At 
its damolition, the eM^on of Paris found in it and carried 
away, (to ufe their own words) ** the ancient ai-ms, frightful 
by their ftrange and murderous forms ; the chains, fo often 
Aained with blood ; the ihackles, worn down by dail j^ rubbing 
on the ficfli and bone of fufferers for centuries paft ; and the 
old corfelet of iron, invented to retain a man by all the joints 
of his body, and to rcduoP^im, like llkfcus in Hell, to an 
eternal immobility. Tlie Hotel de Ville is now in poifefllup 
fit this Chef ^d*(Suvre, worthy of t^ Furies, of Phalaris or 
Cacus." ^ 

Louis XIV. at tfie very moment when he was laying the 
foundation of a marine to 'curb the pride of Great Britain, 
could pafs an cd'uSt which confined commaads in their navy to 
perfons horn genilcrnen^ to the exclufion of thouDands better 
qualified perhaps for the chatf e. - ^ 

The Marqilis de Siflery informs us that within Uie prefent 
century, a General of the army (Marechal d'Edree) received 
an order bf.> recal, in coDfeqocnce folcly of the caprice of a 
miftrefa; in the midd of %vcnty iUndards of the enemy, 
which he had taken pofleflion of, after the ^^battle of 
tiufteiqibek. 

The TORTURE, with the rack and wheel, in fliort -lill the 
excruciating pains which the mod ingenious and diabolical 
fancy could devife, were inlli<Sled,— viz. burning the liand 
fn the flame Y)f brimflone ; pinchinfiLihe arms, thighs, and * 
bre^, with red hot irons ; pouring boiling oil with mclfed 
lead and rozin into the wounds occafioned by tj^e Imrning, 
except thofe pn the breafts which were kindly omitted, left the 
lofs of life frould put an end to further torments ; tearing the 
culprit ta pieces at the uils of faorfes, by means of ligaflbres ^ 
upon his arms, legs and thighs, and in the clofcof the fccAC, 
humanely cutting the principal finews at tHa joints ; the pains - 
of the wretched fufTerer prolonged till he had feen a thigh , 
ftnd an arm torn away, when on the feparatiflb of Ac fccond 
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thigh death clofc^ the fccne ! Of the truth of the raoti mi- 
nute circumflance mentioned, teftim«ny was given iuadif- A 
graceful detail, fublijhed by authority $fihe court. 

It is natural to afk in what country, ag|p, andgovernmcnt^* 
this could have happened ? — In the pofiiQied kingdom of 
France, fai the very reign before the laft, and within thefc 
thirty fix years ! ! Damiens, who in a fit of lunacy attempt* 
^ed "the life of Louis XV. was the o^jedl of thcfe brutal 
cruelties, that were among the unhi|)py confequences of 
an unlimited monarchy, in which th^/ovcrcign was a dcfpot, 
iUid his people flaves. 

The torture and the galleys were in difufe, and I believe"' 
fupprcfsM in the compkrativcly mild rcien of Louis XVI. but 
that fccurity which turns on the capriobus humour of the 'r*- 
mdnarch for the pmC being, hardly dcfcrves the name.' 
France was a Kingdom ^Ued with coult fpics. An onguarded 
•exprelCon drop't in places of public rcforl, in cenfure of 
meafures of government, or of the favourite or'tniftrefs of 
the King or his miuifter, gften hurried an innocent man from 
his peaceful home to the deepeft cavern of a ftate prifon. 
Commerce, manufatSiiires, ani^induftj^y of every kind were ^ 

held jn conteriipt ; and the Janizary,' under the name of a " 

French i"oldier, could infult the moft valuable citizen with 
impunity, and without the formality of a trial for the o&nce. 
Within thcfe fevcn years, at Beauvais, ofificers were known 
to attack an audience m a the^e, to wound and kijl as ma- 
ny as came iKrithin their reacii ; whilft neither en^iry nor '*• 
punifhment ^as coi|tfidered nccefiary. 

, Wr«rH regard to taxsdlon— The intcndant of the taxes upon ^., 

di{^<^8, fJariflics and individuals, could exempt fuch pBtfons 
as he pleafed to favor, or diminifh the fum. The Nobility. 
0nd Clergy were ahtihil enrfrcly exempted frdlm taxes, tho* 
tcft aide to pay ; and the burthen of all the other orders, 
particularly the poor, vq^e of courfe, exceffively |^icr«afed. 
' » «» 

Immoo£rAt£ pen/tons were laviihed on worthlefs depen- 
dants, often without the knowledge jpven of'the'King; Ao^ 
they were ^fd out of the hard corned fruits of the^ people'* ^ 

labour. ^ 






^ 



Tazfx JfUtht&j roi^fted i£ fixly tJmfani. Thcf haS mrr 
^ htndred thtyufaod pHvUcged perioM, all league^ ^^ Support their 
prcrogntive of paying xk> proportion of fuch and fucb' 
impofts. — Ttbo' hundred ihcujand pricft» '* reaped, (free oF 
expence,) one iiftb of tke act proclucc of all the tcrritorni 
Mveniic* of that fre»t kiivgdom, at the £imc tim« that thtfjr 
vere in poil'el&on of inunenfc ciWes :. In one. half of the a 
kingdom, tythe gave the Clergy near a third of the whole net 
reveatie of the ppodncl* of the earth ; a fowth or fifth ia 4 
lUer parrs.^-Neclcar iMlimated the revenue of the Clergy, nt 
one hundred and thirty inilliofis of I>ivre», of which Kttle 
more tban forty- 11^() miUioas were rcceiTedby the ReiStors. Of 
' courfe eighty-eight millions went to fupport the pride, fpkft^ 
(tour, aud lufury of an ciiorilloiis bodjjpf pampered prelates- ^ 
^ rnifed on the ru'mn^f the religion of Jef»», and pretending 
'^ to aHImiiate with the fiinple, pure, aikd unafTuming fyftexn of 
the gof|>cL Sixty ^:wf(ind perfons were devoted to tin: monaQic 
I'fc. Tlvc taxc8 tiftrc fSkrntcd out for coHevS^ioni to farmers 
genera), Kith iheir army of ailldantS) amounting to- ^>jpr 
thoufiad xiwrc. All oflicc» and com miflioiie, were h^ught and 
iotd ; not evQ0 exci^tii^ thofe of tlie very mogiftratei appoint 
ted to decree jufticc. Pateiy» ifTutd by the courts were 
Bought on fpeculation^y the^ich^ in order to be £6hi over 
the Kingdom, to thofe who follow '^e ealtings oC' harber»> 
cqal meafurers, and even fearchirs of hog'a tonguesw '^ 

The laws againfb gam* were cruel and oppr«ffi vc, in- a jle^c 
of which ^cn here we have ndi^nfeptton :. tlie ^)ortfinan vf\i$> 
dared to kill it, in certain diftri6l», was fent to the GhUeys t 
Their game comprehended wild boars, andherdiof d<;er,.iioe 
4Dnfined to any wall or pale. When tl>e lady of the S^i^^w 
chanod to lie in, the tf^antry were bound to beat the waters^ 
to keep the frogs $icnt. Weeding and hoeing the kin<fll were 
often prohibitid, lefVt^ young p0HrtFidgts-flu>tttd be difWrlicd, 
and the fanner not fnfl^red by law to ufe certain nuinut^s, tho*^ 
beft calcqltted fo|^ his grounds ; becatife they aiifccled the 
flavour of the gam<r. At the Seigneur*9 pi'efl^ if he retjuircd it, 
mufV the farmer's grapes be prefixed, and his oven muft receive 
his^ead; in-order to f<irni0k a pretext fmr 2 tax. All the* 
feudal fervitudc of the dark^ige^ way^^ rigidly cxa^lcd; hsncr 
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i&e de1lftr^<ni <sl fome Cbae^mx early* i a the trw^ntion ; bnt 
<HII caficr is that to he accownted for by t&e iojufltce wfakW ^ 
pnmnJed in the'Scigneiir*scourll of law.* 

Ths peaai cede bore nD;prep«rtion to theoatureof ciiixier;. 
: ex. gr. Sma^lers of fahy— arm'd, and afl*embicd to the num- 
ber of five, were inProv^e, liable t»tL fine ofiivehuodred 
f Ivres and nme years of the ^ilcys ; m^other parts of the 
Kingdem ti^ Aifiered death. Add to thcfe thof oppreilioa 
of their Cahlks and Corvee, gri^ou9 and iAipoj^tic in the ex- 
treme. Jtaries» or any rikiag^ that dcfenreitthe name of&H* 
criai, were «nkn«t^a , and when- a feebl^lpark ef iiberOf 
^loovered kfetf in their Parliaoieflts, tb^ bantflisieae of their 
siembcrs wa| tbe 4soiiiBquea«e, evpt ia the reign of Lonit 

* 
Let who will, fill up tA reft of the piAnre. Enough has 
been done to vindicate l3iofe who hadand have virtue fufifKient 
so alihorfvch flavery wherever fcHind^ aad4o rejoice in every 
pttifpeA KjUtamain iieings rcAored to their natural righ ts. At 
to theanarfliy, mifruk and cru«k«at prelVot prevalent iw 
Fiaace, he would bt hardy indeed who ihould become their 
-advocate. They Jiave arifex^rom tJic excefs of a virtnons 
paffion; dri-^jipn ta a liad extreme bf the wealbefs, perhap* 
|yerfidy, of an unhappy moiiarch: Fbrgctting the crimes oB 
a Ft^acHmob, the magf||iniraou9*deterxiiinatii9n of the French « 
oatiSn in the feveral provinces of her widely eztended«>do- 
UMiinsf; no longer m groan* under frrvitude, demanded' our 
admiratiDn; their errdrs now claim our pitj. 

O^EV'aaj man that»XbiM0«% rdSk^ on thefe things, wt& 

^ Ibr a- revival of fuch compUc^Hfed plans- of flavery and degra- 

'dation f-^If thene be, lee him iM>t call himfelf chriAian ; f<^ 

Religion teaches us to 1(^ one another, and to confider the 

iiumaaji;ace as one fainily, under the government of the lame 

<Jbd.— Does any Otoe who lives in a free comitry, wifli for it?' 

^ His coiHitry ma)^e free, but it is not iffthe nature of thi||^ 

that he can be fo fatmiielf f for in his heart He ira Have. «. 



PSc€ a late tour through^ France 
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.What ruAffcs was — England and irbi.a9D— -maj br^ 
Kow is fuch a (late to be retarded, and the facrcd Tpark of 
liberty, lungcft prefervfd ?-^y hav^ig before our tyes the 
lall of the ancient Gallic Conftitution, tlie democracy of which 
was once ftronger than our own.-^By watching the views of 
ambitious men, and taking every fair opportunity of bringing 
our own conditution back to'if^ fii0 frincipUs. Tho* this is 
to be done with a ditiiberate hand, no difficulty ibould alarm 
OS, nor cadfe it tp be neglecSled. ^ 

With refpc<a to our own country, the impcrfeA ftatc of 
parliamentary r^refentatien, and the gradual inroads of ^ 

power, upon the beft and mod ancient mounds of t!ie confti- 
tution, may have produced in fome of the cba{^e(l breads, a 
momentary admiration of forms of government more pleadng 
to the eye tha^j our own, but notj^efs fubje^St to abufc, nor 
f lefs grievous in their decay. .^ 

General Ailere^h'es of the people have, howeven in alt 
* quarters, reprobated repubh'can ideas, by declarations encgr- 

getic and drong, in ^a<Sk ratio with the biaj^iitudte and 
rcfptf^ability of the meeting. Frdm theikComiXiaCis coUe(5ied 
in a Barony or County, to on^niliion four hun/drcd thoufaod 
inhabitants reprefented tt a p'Rvince, at DaWga^non, exprcf- 
fions of unbounded adeAl^on for their Princ^, ana^of love for 
their conditution in its true principle, ha/e rif«n in fuch a 
climax of loyalty, as tp leave the enemie^ of reform without 
GDC folitary pretext for avoiding a fair difcuflion of the ^rie^- 
anccs of the fubjecSl. But it is not the power of the Crown of 
which good men d6mplain, tho* the vetftrated name of Ma- 
jcdy is in every intereded.$nan3f mouth. It is the encreafeH, 
cncreafm^, and un^ue powQ^ of the , jiriftocracvy which irf' ^ 
I^ogrefe #f time may dcdroy the Regal Branch itlelf. ' -A 

It has been the chief defign ofrhefj; THoycHTs to turn* . j 

public attention to the theory of the Britifli ^ronditutiOn, and . J 

to.fomc of its mod^ncient principles^ as points for fhaping ^ T 

. ,fuAi a courfe as may avoid the roclp furrounding linlimited . i 

'^ RJpnarchy, and democratical Tyranny ; and lead to that *■ 

j^ happier mean whic]^ lies between bdlh* 
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' OoBf OfttAT BUTAIV OH IBBtAITO FVltf lltlftf T8AT £#!{- 

sriruTioM which Uiefc ptpcrs hold up Ai » ptttcrtt o£ va^ 

rivalled cxccllcnee ,? 

Tub fottowing Qjieftsoiii will detenn«M. 

I. Are the laws affecting life, pcrfon, aod properCj, framed 
with the confeat of the K2of •^th« JL>ordt'«-<«iid ch« oommoOfl; 
the Uft fully and fairly reprefented- m b third brauich of tht 
J>gi0ature f [ Gcoe^al faffi'agfl of- ail iretmen prBfeot, th« 
ancient pra<3;i^ $ confirmed by ftatiite 7th, Heary IV.-««lnii 

reftriacd to 400. freeholders by ^h Hctiry VI-^Scb Note.*] 

• 

II. Abb Eic^ooB of MesaUen of pBrtiameat laBS t [Sill 

III. Can so man be imprtioiied withoMt prcTHHif CBttfe 
Ihewa? [Pttiiion 9/ Rtgbn^ (Charles L] 

IV. Can a fvbjec^ 'except in particular caics which %)^ \^w 
has loog d^ared) in^ 00 the benefit of a Habeai Corpiu; 
and i9uft a jailor produce in court the body of hii priioocr^ 
a(id ihev caufi for hk% detaioder ? [JUh^as Ctr^us, Cbfs, ILj 

V. Can the iueane(t fubje<3; be brought to trial only whtU 
lawful evidence it given againCl him t {Majs»4 Cbaru^ 
chap;. 47» John.) 

VI. Must every alleged crime be tried by a ytiry, confiftfii^ 
of the Peers of the accufcd^ reiident in the vicinage/— 
{Ma^na Charta, chap. 4$.) 

VII. Is It impoffible, from the nature of the law rtfpe^n| 
Juries, that they can be undnry impanoelled, or facked, in tatf 
cafe wbatfoeirer i 



* The reader cannpt imagine that univerfal fuffrage, is re« 
commended by this reference to ancient pracftice ; as the opi- 
nion of the author was explained on that point in number 
(Uvea, 

K k 
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Vni. Cam exceffiTe fines (diTproportimied to the offence, 
or to the abilitjof the pcribn to pay them) oerer be cxadled f 
{Magma Chart a») 

IX. Cam no power in the Sute ezaA exceffive bail ?— 
(^Bill of Rights,) 

X. Is a man's houfe ftill his caftle—^ho* " a (h^w built 
Ibcd,** and the* '* every wind of Heaven may whiftlc round 
h, and all the elements of nature <Dter in.'* ? (l.ord Chat* 
ham, and the antient prad^ice of the conftitution, prior to 
cxdfe and certain other laws.) 

XI. Can neither the Crown, nor its fervants, fell, deny, 
or defer right and juftice to any man ? {Magna Cbarta.) 

Ir thefe are already enjoyed ; if the benefits of the great 
Charter, of the Petition of Rights, of the Bill of Rights, and 
the fevcral guards of our liberties confirmed at the Revolution, 
are llill in undiminiffhed force, let every man fit down 
conteotcd under his vine, happy in the refledlion that his 
country is free. But -if they are not ; the talenu of the wife 
and the hearts of all, fliould be engaged in their attainment— 
becaufe ihe points enumerated- arc efiential to the Britifli con- 
(litution. No abufc in the practice of that conftitution, caa 
however be charged to the principle ; We may lament and 
i!lx\vc to remove the one, but we fliould never ceafe to vene- 
rate the other. 

In no poflible fitu'ation fliould the people of this or any 
country, or age. be tempted to defpair.—- When the cup is 
even ready to overflow, comfort is at hand, h is one of 
the means of Providence, for preferviog a balance in human 
affairs, that the very enormity of an evil fl&all contribute to 
Co \iM cure. 
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THOUGHTS 
€1/ THE BRITISH CONSTITUTIQir* 



No. XIV. 



AUGUST 13. 

*« The total difufe of armg amongfl the lower clafles of pco- 
«* pic, laid that opulent country (Oarihagc) open ; ao 
" cafy and a tempting prey to every invader. This was 
*< another capital error, and confequencly another cauJTc 
** which contributed to their ruin. How mud any nation, 
" like our own, {England) which with refpetSt to the bulk 
*^ ofthepeople, liexin the fame defcncelefs Situation ; how, 
" I fay, muft they cenfore the mighty State of Cartilage, 
** fpresiiiing terror and giving law to the moft Idiftanc nati- 
•* ons by her powerful fleets, when they fee her at the 
" fame time trembling and giving herfelf up for loft, at the 
^ landing of any invader in her own territories ?" 

MONTAGUE; ANCIENT KEPUBLICS. 



It is a principle of the Britiih conftitution, that every 
freeman ihould be armed. This is equally his right, and 
his duty. It is a privilege which tends to fecure the poiTefiioa 
of every other, againft both foreign enemies and doraeftic 
tyrants : and he is therefore under an obligation to ezercife 
a right of (b much confcquence to Society. 

This principle has been handed down to «is from theremo- 
teft antiquity. Notwithftanding the unconftirutional tyjraany 
of game laws, and the reftri^ions impofed on Roman 
Catholics in times of jcaloufy and dilTcntion, it is at this mo* 
mcnt cxercifed in an eminent degree : and it is to be hoped 
that the people of this country will never fuffer their right to 
be infringed. 
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The prac^ce of carrying arms, rnuft neccirarily rank a« 
nong the iirft, in point o( tttnc, that obtained in every civil 
focicty :-r>bttt we know, in particttUr, that it wa^ an efiential 
doty in feudal times. It was even the condition upon which 
both Lords and Commons held their lands. Hence, thcif 
tities to their property, were ealled Military Tenilrcs. 

So thoroughly was this principle cftdb'iflied, ^hen the 
BaroBS ettor'cd Magna Charta from John in 1115, that it 
was tlionght nnneceifary to mention it among their privileget. 
That it was the dOty of the peo(>U, was plain to tvtry out i 
fbr th«y not only held thttr eftjicc* by miiitRry tenure, but 
mtte fl^equeiitly e^Ucd into the field by their r«fpc<Stive 
fthieft. That it was their right, conld not be doubted at 
Runncfncde, where the Barocu,- iirith their tenaats were'th- 
taittped in defiaate of the King. 

It is vnoeceifary to feck for proofs of this pra<^ice in the. 
lour fncc^cding centnncs, becaAfe the fame fyftem continued; 
and previotifly to the eftabliQimcnt of flanding armies, wars 
were carried on by the proprietors of land. 

When the ^ffablifiimeht of ftaddtng armies had rendered 
the pQ<^)c remifs in performing this duty to their country ; 
and juftly excited the jcaloufy of Parliament*— it was thought 
neceiVary to remind the King ef the rights of his people, and 
to remind the people of their duty. We accordingly find 
ardclts to the blowing pui<poit in the bill ^t ii>g«t«, §69^^ 

4«>TaAT ,iht. raifing or keeping a ftaading army within thf 
kitt||dDm, in thne of peace, unlelt it b« with the conieat of 
par^amentf is againA Uw. 

—That the fubjc<Sis A^hich arc l^roteftants, tfiay haVc »mi 
lor tiitir defence, iiikabli^ to their co&ditioa^ and at al^ 
lowed by law. 

The diftra€led ftatc of this kingdom induced the goi^ni* 
meat, at feveral periods., to enforce the obligation of bearing 
arms upon the Engiifli and Scotch fettlers, under heavy penal^ 
ties ;—>and i<i the City ^f Dublin m particular, the oatli of a 



^ 
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Ireeoun bnicb him, at this diy, to be fyrniihcd w^th fuck 
aitnottr and we4poo» as were 1b uie when the oath wa« 
fcaflicd. 

That this liberty of haviirg arms implied the liberty of | 
AEKATiNG and EXERCISING iN BODIES, 18 cvjdcnt evcn fri'm ^ 
fuck conhderations as thtfe :*— That if a nnia be allowed to ; 
bavejarmt, henitiftl-«« pennicrcd tu learn their ufc; other- 
wiic the permlUloA wouUi be nugatory : That if two oc 
more Cftiaens be attacked, the law muft neccflarily autlioriee 
thctti to co-operate for their mutual defence : That if a neigh- 
bourhood, or town, be expofcd to danger, the inhabitants j 
tttuft unite, and leant to aiSk together, or their arms would 
be uArlefn ; and a few riorous perfons, or a banditti, might 
pillage each hoofe fepiratcly, and murder the family without 
sntcrruptioii i Tilat if the country be threatened by foreign 
or internal enemies, the people muft a<5b in concert, and take 
the moft efie(^ual method of making rcdftance. And that 
this cannot be done witboat providing uniform arms, and 
lccoutr<tfle»tSy aar without being regularly difciplincd and 
commanded. 

■: BtfT bciide thefe federal confiderations, v^e are fupfxnted 
M tbw opinion by the conftitutioaal fat^ already mentioned, 
fbr^ ill. J^rbaps a principal motiv«;to>'the formation of fo« 
Ifiittieft, W9» reciprocal defence >and cn4opet«ti«>n. id. In mi* 
fiton-y timtes, the people weire bootid'.'by ;tbcir leafes, to cm- 
bfody, %vbcii tke kin^om was in dan^r either frdm abroad 
at. at komt. 3d. The armour and weapons with which the 
freemen of cities Were required to be furnilhfed, would have 
been of little ufi;, except in battle array. And jfth. Tbe kll 
0T uosTt co«ld not mean to leave any doubt- of the confti- 
$iuiqii«l- condttiSb 9f its authors, who had recently eiccrciiied 
iki* irickt io e£Kt<^ng the JievQluthn. 

Tp.aoy perfnn fliould ftill hefitate upon this point, bis mind 
mull be fully couviaced by uhatiiispalfed iu our owji times : 
Ikmt wc have feea this principle of commcm lavr declared in 
t|»c xtio^ Iblemn and deliberate manner. We have feen both 
kp^fes of parliament returning thauks to numerous bodies of 
ciiifcasy reguUriy arm«d> disciplined and embodied, without 
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rcconrfng' p?7 or any other aid, or acleaowTedgiDg any mifi' 
tary £ub)C(3»on to the executive power* Nay his Majefty 
himfelf intimated his concurrence with the JLords and Cooi^ 
mons, by receiving a deputation from the Voluateer» of 
Ireland* 

It is incoRtroTcrtiblc, tUat the recent improrement ma<ie 
in the conftirution of Ireland, and the exten£on of her trade, 
as v^ell a» her feeurity from invafion during the American war, 
are to fee ait: ri bed to the difciplme of the Volunteers, and to 
the formidable bodies which learned to ac5l together at Re* 
views : for had every individual ilood alone, the -people 
would liave been only the more defpifed on aecouot of their 
iimplicity, *tn providing tkeBifelveft with skrnM which they 
were incdpa-ble of uling. The approbation of hia Majefty 
and the two Houfcs, was not therefore conferred upon them 
^s individual» ; for as uoconnctSted individuals, they could hot 
have cffev^d any of the purpofes for which they receiv- 
ed this approbation. It was given to them as an army, 
which had equipped itfctf for adtuaifervice^ witliout re^iriug 
any affiftancc from govirnmcnt. 

Still, perhaps, fome timoroirs perionsraay be prevented 
from yielding to the force of thefc argumcnis, by their iears^ 
They may think that government could uoi be carried on, if 
all the people were armed. In my opinion, this is the very 
circumftance which renders the Volunteer aiToctatianr al^ 
powerful in a^ing right, and impotent in acEliog wrong. 
If indeed only a ccrUin defcription of the people were armed, 
they muA become foroiidabie both to governmenty and 
their £el!ovv*crtiasens. But when the Volunteers and the' 
people are in £a(5k the fame body, it i» plain that the peoplo 
have nothing to £ear, and it '» equally evident that goveru-* 
ment is fafe from being over-rvled by a faiStion. If indeed a. 
whole nation in arms, iliould concur in demanding a redrcfs 
of grievances, and an admin^ratronfliould refiife to ct»njply ;, 
it might then tremble ; and who is there that would have it 
otherwifc I Were all the pcopFe on one fiilc and their ftrrant» 
OB the other ;• the people would command, and their fcrrants 
muft obey. But in the regular courfe of affairs, when gty^ 
vernment ffudies the intereft of the Bationr, tlie nation being 
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armed will take care Hiat they ihal! meet with no obftru Aiou 
in the difcharge of their <duty ; no petty infurreiflion 'will dare 
to {hew ict head) no formidable rebellion, tQ raifeits creft. 

It is the interetl of every well meaning governmeRt, that 
our militaraaflbciations (hould flourifh even in time of peace ; 
but on the eve of a war, it would be raadnefs or treaXon to 
^ifcourage them. Adminiftration (hould then fulicit their 
affiilance, for they are the only force which can prote^ 
the country, by land. How eould Ireland be protedled 
from a French invajiw by>l«poo men, efFc<flives and 
iion-efTe^vet, cantoned throughout the kingdom ; a 
great part of them necefiary for garrifon duty, and for the 
execution oF the laws 1 she must then depend upon the 
voLUNTEEk army; inexhauftible in point of numbers, quar- 
tered in every parifli, intimately acquainted with the coun' 
try, and equally intercQed and intrepid in xhe defence of 
their libertica. 



*^* The following ExtraAs arc made from Irifh ads of Ed- 
ward the Fourth, rather as matter of curiofity, than as 
eonnecStcd with this {wblicat ion. 

STATtfK V. 9W ED. IV. CHAP. IV. 

An ad^ that every EngUfhman, and IriChman, that dwdleth 
with EogtiAimen, between fixty and fixteen in years, ihafi 
have aa EngliHi bow and arrows. 

Rot. Par. Cap. 17. 
" Itiu. At the requeft of the Coftraions that conlidcratioa 
had to the great number of Irilhmen, that exceed greatly the 
Englifli people, that in force and augmentation ef the King*8 
lieges, it is ordeyned by the fame parliament that every En- 
^lifliman and Irifliinaa that dwell with Engliflimen and fpeak 
XngliHi, that be between iixty and iixteen in age, fliall have 
an Engli(h bow of hie own length, and one fift meal at the 
lead betwixt the necks, with twelve fliafts of the length of 
three*fourths of the ftandard ; the bows of yew, wych, haffe/, 
afh, awburn, or any other reafonable tree, according to their 
power, and the fliafts in the fame manner, within two 
moaths next after the publication of the eftatute, upon pain 
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of two pence a ntoncth, from moaeth fd other, for that he 
Ihall have and continue the bow and Oialtt,' and in lieu of 
the bow and iliaft* brokea and loft to' KaVe new trader pane 
of two-pence every moaeth ti il it be ^oae^ and yet sot j;^* 
hiblting gentlemen on horfcback to ride according to their 
bed difpofltiont, to ride with fpear, fo that tbe]|'!havc bow* 
with their men for time of necefficy. 



cHAr, V. 



An a<5l for having a conflable in every town, and a pair of 
butts for fhooting, and that every man betwixt fixty and fU* 
teeo ih^n iboot every hoiyday at the fame butt«. 

^^■^^^^. 

At the requeft of the Commons it is ordaytifAib^^S^jjjpl^*, 
ed by authority of faid Parliament, that in fvcry 
town of this land that pafs three houfes boldcn by te 
where no other prefidcnt is, be chofeu by his nei^hbou^dir 
by the, Lord of the fame town, one condable to be present 
and governor of t,he fame town in aU things that pertain to 
the common rules of the fame town, as in ordinance of night- 
watch, from Michaelmas to Eafler* yearly, under pain of 
three-pence every night ; and alfo to ordayne one pair of 
butts for flioofing^ wflKin the town, or well neerc, upoii 
coft and labour of*" the faid town, under pane of two 
iliillings from one moneth to the other, from the publication 
hereof till the conftable lie made, and the butts alfo, and that 
every man in the fame town in fuch hour as the conAable, or 
his deputy of his neighbours (Iiall aifign, thnt is, between 
iixty and futeen, muft be before the coofbable, or his deputy, 
at the fame butts, and fhoot ,Mp and down three timet every 
feail day betwixt the firft day of March and the laft day of 
July, under pane of one haif-pmny for every dayj and that ail 
tkefe paues be levied off their goods or wages from mpnetjb to 
moneth by the conftable, to be fpeut in the ftrengtbcning of 
the fame town, or otherwife in his default to be levied by the 
wardeio of the place, and that the panes iaH be fpeoc upon 
the towns when the faid panes rifeth. 
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rffOUGHTS 
i$N rirS BRITISH CONSTITUTION. 

No. XV. 

Aprk. la. 

•• Thi Democmcies in this quarter of the world arc inconfi* . 
** derable in power ; but, if that tumultuary form of Go- 
*' vcmment iliould be re*cfl:abli(hed in. great States, and 
** popular Affcmblics again entrufted with executive fun<fki» . 
^ onk,- ought not the principles eftabltilicd in this difcourfe 
*^ to convince us that fucii alTemblies would abufe power. 
•• «flW» a4 'jpt>fl^|^ a^ they did formerly ? Is it not to be 
*' dr^d<l|y|i|jtat tbjs ancient barbarities would be renewed, 
*' the tmmers of men again tainted with a favage ferocity, 
" and tliore enormities, the bare defci-iption ^ whicJi is 
*< {li6^ng to human nature,, be introduo^^ repeatetl, 
** and gradually become familiar ?'* 

G1LLIS*S LIFS OT LTSIAS AKD ISOCRAtW^ 



Tnt Britifil Condftution has been fometimes compared 
with NEW OR IMAGINARY Rcpublics.— It may uot , therefore 
1>e inexpedient to compare it with tl^fiy|[bppubUcan Forms 
i*i Government which we know to tlHHent, and to have 
been r^uced to pradltce. A complete'contrad would indeed 
be impra(5tical>i« in the fpace and time allotted to publications 
of this kind. All that can be aimed at is to fuggefl a few 
hints, which may induce my readers to profccute the fame 
train of ciioughts. 

From the -pacific dec>aratioDi8ofthe French Reptibhc, ,tho* 
not yet verified by experience, it has been concluded that if - 
ail European States adopted tlie Republican Form, -wars 
would ccafe-— and the frequency of hoflilicies among modern 



nations has 'been afcribed to their Monarch4calGoyemfnems.«— 
How fiich an idea fliould enter the head of any man who had 
ever read hiftory, is to me altogether unaccountable ; for 
every one knows that sparta, athcns, and above all, rome, 
vfcrc the rood reftlefs, ambitioits, and warlike Hates ev«a of 
ancient times ; and that there 19 not one modem nation that 
can Oand in competition with them in this refpedi. . It is not 
DcccfWy, however, to feek for examples beyond or rEcx; 
for the ancient ftate of that country is a <cafe ia ipoint., 
Were Eurofe covered with Republics, (lie would be a fecond 
Greece, on a larger fcale; and the inceflant and defperate 
conteds which were fupporte^ by thofe ancient ftates, would 
be renewed ; with this didcVencc, that hoOilities mroald laft 
lunger, and be more dcHrudtive. fkc Qtrmmoavaadih. of 
Iingland was fcarcely formed, when it enyn|d il|.V«d6i|ier«te 
war with the Repuhlii of Holland :'and flR^a^HlMf Smf- 
^gcr!andifcj||JTC|lii^|t^^very flate i»^i^[P^WM>%t|^^ 
/ji^KepubfiQ^lgrefore srtjdnd of war. No/ ^MmH^'chJa :pi»- 




^jp^ntity afH^mJlijpnoanyonc; for the caufe^^^drlarveiy 

'*•*' In 'iRiTAi>«)»Tl4iere the prlfe^Ative of war apd peac; is 
■^vcRc&^itt tlficfi'i^togi we know t^t chougJi aa .«9giorioos 
pea<lc niay''g^l||Alme» be concluded, and an imprudent war 
declared, ikwMp'e^many obftaclcs in the way of both the one 
and ih)^"d^^l^ '♦'A 'regard to the icnfe of the pubfic, and par- 
ticularly 6r^j't^d feottfes, is even at this day a powerful 
rcdraint, Vs ^T^^jMyMepeatedly experienoed within . a few 
years, parti ct^NAHap^ Hujpsn turmamint : and as -neither 
the King, vor his^^acipal advifcrs, are miltury men, the 
mad palVion for miiH«t/y glory can liave little inHiicuce. 

But in kepublte9, it is eafy to enilame the ncfcotment, 
the avarice, or the ambition oT a popular aiTembly ; and 
there is always a iwmberof demagogues and defperate fwords- 
hien , wliofe pa0ion is fame, and wltoie iotcndl ia bcfi pro- 
moted by public confufion and foreign wars. 

Now if wars woukl continue under Republican forms, k 
is plain tliat they could not be earned on witb<Mit fandhi 
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9irftim. Satat «f tht aiicient»IUpiiblict wen milTtsdy cbra^ 
. vumkiet. The Citizens were not only foidien, but they 
were "nothing cife. Ri»mb and sfarta were g0rrff9iis ; flrom 
which drafts and detachments might be made, without any 
vnat^rtal chaftgt in their mode of IWing; nay foroetimes^ 
actual fervicc was eftecmcd a relaxation from duty, and a 
lucrative employment. £ut in the tranquil, commercial 
ftate of modern Europe, the inhabitants would fcarcely brook 
to be ordered iAto cattip, "and would think it a (V<^nge com^ 
knencemcnt of Liberty and EquSility, to be tranfported fur 
"feven years to Gibraltar, Aftkay or the Eafi Indies^ 

Stavoing armies therefore would j?f// be necciTary : and 
a little renci5):ton wilftcoovince any man that they are more 
iormidfcble in^^^pubKcs. than in Monarchies. Romb, it i» 

^weil kn0.wn, was %equently overrun, and at length deftrt)yed, 
even IVySh^my oilhcr own children. Her rival carthage, 
which iike Juugland was a commtrcial flat' iinfi found it^ 
•ckcAper and tafier to buy foldiers, M)t ^|^ Jjj^| er own hjmSH 
ttes, was brought to ti.e brink of deffranHly an arn^t«of 
foreign mercenaries —In the time of cromwell, the %i^f&\. . 

"Commonwealth was govv^cd by a toumil of^offiffsi and 
foon after, the army of the Commonwcaith rcflofefl ./f}*^^- 

'Ics II. without condition or (lipulatioiv The lou^ Parliament 
was as able aiid virtuou* a hody of mei^^-.cvcr fjipn ^ny 

■ Scn.ite : yet tl»e rcfult of llicir eifl^rts, w^V^ j'i| »lary tyranny 
and Crom\tcllian wfurparion ; rendered luij^oitary in the 
perfon of Richard Croinwell, and^^tfcilrd ou.iy to make 

' way for the profligate and licemid^jgBBcks. . 

Fkom thefe fadU it will alfa appear that European Repiib* 
liod cannot l>e exempt from taxes. A popular Government 
may tmi doubt Ic conduiScd at iefs cxpence than a Monar- 
chy; but when a National AOembly) a ftandiog aimy, a 
powerful navy, and freqsent wars arc to be f up ported, in 
- addition to the ordinary expences of Government,— >t he peo- 
ple mufl be fobje<2 to heavy impofls. America indeed is 
h^ippy in this refped^; but it is owing to her remote fituation. 
Yet even America, though nikhout army, or navy, is fub-* 
jec^ ttf many Uxes, parttcnlarly m heavy £ieife^ which cvtn 
now is exciting difcontent. 
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. As I l|ATe ihcwn, that a naitm Hc^Iic would probably be 
a wariiki fiate, and confcqucntly liable to the defpjotifm of a 
. llaadiD|{ army, add fubje<ft to grievous taxes ; fo h might b< 
rafily fhewn that it inrould be lefs able to bear thcfe burdens 
tbanfoch a kingdom as England : for Oommercb is not con- 
l^ial with a Republican Government. . , ' 

The Oability of a Republic depends on a conflderabYe'de- i 

gree of equality among the citiaens, in poii^t of property. | 

- 'This can be maintained only by difccuraging con^merce ; by \ 

Agrarian Laws; by violating the right of a man to^bequeath | 

• his propeAy ; or byiimilar contrivances* which hare adbi- ^ 
. ally -been recommended by fome popular writers. A (late 

: in which^fuch a difparity of wealth exUls as i$ to be found at 
prefent in England, could not long cont)nu)| vuader.^ RepuV>- 
lican Govcrnmerit i and this difparity Wtould .Xfon take 
.place in a free commercial country. It isprQb9^(|lt then, 
'that cxtenfive and profperoUs commerce would be |ital to a 
Republic. Now, we all know, that in England, oiiithe con- 
trary, Comnuli^ee was the parent and nurfe of liberty. 

. . It has been already obfervcd, that democratical' Govern^ 
. mtnts are peculiarly expofcd to theftofms of taction. «• Of 
all the ftates of Greece,'* fays Montague, ** Athens" whic^ | 

-was the head pf- the dcmocratiear confederacy ** may be 
moft ftiidlly termed the feat of fav5lion.'* But they arc fub- 
je<fl to a greater evil than this»*I mean the effects of foreign 
intrigues and bribery. It is the nature of democratical Re« 
publics to be influenced by men of pepular talenis, who are 
often in indigent cik%^mftanccs. A v^ry iinall fum ttmy be 
■ a great obje(5l to one of thefe Demagogues : and hisfrieud- 
fhip may be of immenfe value to a ftate whicb is carrying ou * 
war, or negociating with his country. To expedl that fucU 

• temptations will be . refilled, or to imagine that a popular 
piiembly may not be deluded by an artful leader, is to de- 
clare profound ignorance bpth of modern and ancient 
times. 

/ This is the fide in which FKANci will be mofi eafily woun- 
I dcd ; and if her government continue in its prefcAt fcrsi, it 
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U probable ihe may, in time, fall i vi<^im to (axei^ influ- 
ence, and domeflic treachery ; far every Eiuropta* ftate may 
have agents in her affembly, who will either faeriiice her 
tnterMs to their employers, or occafion l«ek general diftruft 
in the nation, that they will be jbo^ed tnio fomc; defperate 
expedient as a cure for their diftradliont— at a^Shially hap-' ] 

penedin £j^/«4iiatthe R&iTOHATioif. | 



Tbosb who have mod ftrenuoufly . objedted to '.any argu- 
ments drawn from ibe Theory of the Britifli 'Cooftitution, 
have very inconfidently .argued from abfirad democratical 
jiotiobs, that have never been put in execution.. In this pa- 
per I have fet afide both THC0Bics,,an4 appealed to xxpe- 
liiENCE. Fr6m experience it has appeared, that an Eu- 
ropean Republic would naturally be reftleft, fa^ious, ambi« 
tlous, and expdfcd to Sequent deHnH^ve wars ; that tbefe 
'ttoft be cohdu<5led by (landrng armi^f and navies ; that thcfe 
will require high taxes in addition |,o thofe which Jire necef- 
fery for the interna! government ^.^(^t witho«it(!^mmercc, 
ft will be uuHble tofupport fiich burdens; and -with //, the 
people will foon become, by ineqaalH^ of property, unfit 
for a dcmocj;ata<al eonftitucion ; and Irn ally, fHaV.t>ciide the 
confequences of inteAine divifio|it^^ ki rutereAs Will be conp 
teiiuaily B£TjL4Tto to its xNeiil^Vi *'**" 

: b>:<.:' t ' 
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THOUGHTS 

Olf THS MiriSH CONSTITUTION: 

No. xvr. 



APltIL 30.. 

That people (the Athenfans) highly fufccptible, as ihc)r 
* are, of lively aod traniient fenfations, ftaoddifliiigui/l&cdii 
^ beyond all other nations, for i»oiiing the moft difcor- 
** dant qualities, acd fuch as may be mod eailly abufed to- 
** mrilead them." ^' 

AM^CHA&SIS. 



Tt is very obfervabte that the wrkers vb^y lately acquired 
the irreateft afccndancy over tbe public mind, drcwr oothicg 
from aisTOKT. This muO have been occafioned cither by 
ignorance, by a dcfire of impofipg on tlieir reader*, or by an 
opiAYo'B that we are not only "wifcr than all our prcdccciror*, 
but fo well acquainted with the principles of politics, that 
"yvc cannot derive any benefit from their wifdcm, or experi- 
ence. Ignorance or impofttffe, it would be uticivil to im- 
pute : nor can we charge tliem with fuch felf-fufiiciency and 
prcfumption a« are implied by the lad i'uppofition, without 
liifpctlliiig them <jf the greateft abfiirdity— for every wi.'e 
man knows tliat he may receive advantage from a know- 
ledge of the fucccfs, the mKfortiines, and the obfcrvations 
even of A weak one. Yet, upon this idea, fccii|»to be found- 
ed that common notion, fo favourable to indolence and ig- 
norance, that A NEW JB.KA has commenced, that Govern- 
ments are in future to be conftitotcd upon maxims entirely 
new, and that the fadts recorded in Hiilory cannot afiply 
to Condi tut ions which bear no rcfemblauce to ancient foiin* 
of Government, 

It is faid in particular, that a Legiflature purelt xxpRt- 
SENTATiYE, is a modcm invention, and of courfe that none 
of the obfervations drawn from the eld Repubiici arc appli- 
cable to it. If this plan wcr^' indeed h recent as it is faid 
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to "be, ft would be very Ka'ble to fufpicion, fof ft trouM come 
under the defcription of an experiment; and people would 
naturally prefer a government whrch had, for a grtat length 
<ii time flood the tell of experience, to a mere novelty. 

But in fa6^ it is not a noveky'. Reprefcntation h^9 had 
a fliare in many Conflitutions i and there is ia ancient bif- 
tory an inftance of a pure reprcfcnta.tive democratical 
Republic, ivhich is nearly the counterpart of the plan lately 
fubmitted to the French, — This "Republic is athens, from 
which many of the obfervations in former numbers of thefe 
tboughts have been drawn. 

SmcE the political fyftem lately introduced into France \9 
confidered by many as a new diAovery, it may not be unfea- 
finable to point out the particulars in whidt it rcfembles the 
<Grecran policy : and iince it is loeked upon as a ccmlrnfV to 
<the impcrfetSl form of Goveriimc»t eflaibliflied in seroLANo, it 
cannot be irrelevant to the intention of this publication, to 
flatc the effc<5ls produced by this plan upon a people who 
have always been thought to bear a remarkable i^efcnnblance 
^o the French. It is obvious that upon fuch exteafive fub« 
jeds, a few hints muft fuifice. A full difcu0ion would fill a 
volume, and might laudably emfxloy the 4>ea of &)me .emi- 
nent feholar and politician. !' ': 

• ^ ' : , 
Ik ATTICA as iu fhance, t^ Sovereignty redded in the 

people ; who claimed and exercifed the right of aiSling in 
tbci'T cdilc(^ive capacity, a^ often as they .thought proper. 
But as the admin iflration of public afiairs could not be con*' 
<lu<Sted by fo numerous a body, they vefted the powers of Go- 
vernment, in ordinary cafes, in a Senate. In Athens hew- 
ever, the interference of the people was much more ffcquent 

' than in France, in confequence of the very conii^ed limits 

^ Df its territory. 

The people, tliat they might pcrfonn the fuiiAion« wlWch 

'. they referred to themfelves, were divided into certain dif- 

- tri^b, called DtMoi. Of thcfc there were in Attica 174. 

They may b^ compared to the Communes or Sedhns in France 
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. £acb Sedion wai vnder the dire<5lioii of a fct of Officers 
called DEMARCHS. It was their bufinefs to.-afl'exiijble the inha- 
bitants on public occadons ; to keep a regiflry^ of the Citizens 
reiident in the diftridl; to prefide at the eTet^ion of Senators, 
and Magiftrates, &c. In all thcfe rcfpedbs they bore an exaA 
referablancc to the Burint de VaJftmhUe primairc. 

At thefe ele<5lions \n both countries, the p«oreft citizens 
were capable of eledliiig, and being clcdled ; except they; had 
been precluded by convi<5^ion of certain crimes. The meari- 
cfl. citizens Vcre eligible to the highed ofiices : and foreigners 
Avhen naturalized, had all the privileges of citizens. In the 
admillion of new citizens, however, the Athenians were 
driver than the French. I'he electors of courfe were 
inorefeled^ in Attica than %i France, even after the time, 
of ARiSTiDEs, who extended the privileges of the lower 
orders ; and the candidates were fubje^ to a fevere fcrutiny, 
before they could be propofed. 

The Di(lri(5ls of Attica were cla fTed under ten trihtSt an- 
fwering to the Departments of France ; eacli of which appoint- 
ed fifty reprefentatives to the Senate. The members for each 
tribe, formed a conmiittee, and every committee in its turn 
prefided for 35 days over the afFairs of the State, during 
which time it was called the prytany. Ten deputies of the 
committee conftituted a yaJ-committee, who were ftiled 
pROEDRi, held their office for a week, and feem to anfwcr 
to the French Executive Council, One of their number pre- 
fided every day; and was alfo prcfidcnt, or epistates of 
the Senate. 

This Senate, like the Legiflalive AJfemhly^ exercifed a^con- 
fiderable fliare of the executive Government.— 1 1*8 members 
muft have attained the age of thirty years, previous to elec- 
tion. They fat every day ; and to guard again ft vacancies ^ 
the people in the Primary AflcmbKcs appointed epilacuons, 
or SttppleanSf as fubftitutes for thoft wJb<^ iri^ht die or be 
expelled. 

The srkate, like the Legiflative Ajfemlhfy was cledlcd an- 
nually; and the deputies received daily wages. It might 
make decrees, which continued iu force for a year ; and in 
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ordinary cafes, it had a previous negative on the dclibcfar 
lions of the people, but its more important a(5ts were Tub- 
inittcd to the General Alfembly for fantflion ; as the French 
JJfembly refer* matters of lingular m6ment to the iefartmtnlu 
«— Upon this part of solon^ plan, the Scythian philofophcr 
fhrewdly obferved— that in Athens ivije men were to delibe- 
rate, and faoh to decide. 

The free citizens of Athens were not as numerous in pro^ 
portion to the rell of the inhabitants av thofc of France, 
but they were m'orc fully reprcfentcd ; for befide their pcr- 
lonal attendance in the Affembly of the people, there was a 
rcprcfentative for every forty citlze&s, 

]uASTLT,^the fame diftin<5Vion took p^ace between decrets 
and Uw8, in each ftate.— »** A /^Tv is difHnguiOiod by its unt- 
** verfality and 'its indefinite duration. A decret is confined 
** to a certain didrivft, particular individuals, or a limited 
«• period of time."— [French Conftitution-^Tit. VIII. $ II. 4.] 

All magiftrates, and other public officers, were chofen 
annually as in France, by open fuffrage, ballot, or lot. 
The lafl: mode of deciding ao>ong the candidarips, w;is very 
common ; and probably arofe from long experience of the 
caprice or corrnption of the multitude* 

SoMEofthefe, after having difcha^gcd the highe(l offices 
lu the ftate, with unqueflionable wifdom and intcgrify, were 
admitted into the court of areopagus, for life. 

Other magiftrates preHded as judges in different courts, 
while they were in office. 

All judges therefore were ekBive as in France ; and like 
the French ones were affifted by juries. 

The jurors were very numerous, often 500 ; and on foirtc 
occafions, even fix thufand ; and received compenfation for 
their attendance. 

Some of the judges went circuit, and rcfemble4 i(€S Qe^ 
Jkun Judkiares, 

M m 
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Should the parties choofe to decide their difference by ar^ 
bitraiioii, their right to do fo is czpref^Iy afcertained in both 
coaftitutions. 

The euthuni of Athens, correfponded with Je'Bureaa it 
Cimptabiike't or commif&uiiers of accounts ib France. 

These are fome of the principal points in which thofe two 
forms of government coincided. It would be eafy to mention 
others in which they di6!t:red, and in which the Athenians 
had the advantage— according to the modern fydem of 
politics* 

' Thus the mals of the people more frequently adted in 
ferfin. The reprefentat^n was more complete.— The epis- 
TATES, or prelident of the Senate, and principal officer of 
(late, held his ofhce but ont day^ and could not be chofen a 
fecond time. 

There is another circumftance jn which the Greeks were 

lupcrior— '* It is" a great advantage," fays an enlightened 
Freach author, " that the nature of the Democracy r Athens) 
^ rendered delays and enquiries neceiTary, in matters of k- 
** giflation :" but faefubjoinsan obfervation equally applica- 
ble to both—** it is often a great misfortune that they are no 
^* lefs unavoidable on occasions that call for celerity and 
•* difpatch.*'— Barthelemi. Le peuple a toujours trop d*ac- 
tion, ou trop pcu. Quelqucfois, avcc cent mille bras, il 
renverfe tout ; quelquefois avec cent mille pieds il ne va 
que comme les infecSles. Montefquieu, Efprit de Loix Liv* 
11. cb, a.— The people have always either too much ad^ivity^ 
or too little. Sometimes, with an hundred thoufand arms, they 
overturn every thing ; fometimes with an hundred thoufand 
feet, they crawl like infecSts. 

These remarks will fatisfy the reader, that the French confti' 
iuthn Untt a Jinpilar fhcnomenon. Now if this plan was former- 
ly carried into execution—- the next queflion that arifes is, 
HOW DID IT OPERATE .'— From its part operation, wc may 
form conjectures concerning its future cfFct^s. The rcfult of 
^fecend trial may be more or Icfs favourable than the firdy 
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in a certain degree, according to the chara<5ler and lituation 
of the people upon whom it is made : but while mankind 
continues the fame fpccics, the events of firailar experiments 
: cannot eiTentially difFer. 

i Attica, as well as France, was originally under a kingly 

government. It adopted the republican form, for a very 
whimfical reafou. Codrus, their Ia(l King, was fo good, 
that they determined never to have another. 

\ Tat conflitutTon of Athens was> fcarcely ormed, when 

I pjsi STRATUS, by his popular talents, obtained an abfolute 

i afcendancy over the people, and left his fons in pofTeflion of 

I. the fupremc power. 

r Though they were difpoflefled by a fceond Revolutiow, 

tbehiftory of Athens is, in a great meafure, a hlftory of de» 
magogues, whofuccedivcly exercifed all the powers andcom- 
niandedthe treafures of the ftale ; as the hiftory of an abfo> 
lute monarchy is little more than an account of its Kings. 
Somcof thefe were men of tranfcendant abilities and virtues : 
but others were diftinguiflied only by a profligate audacity. 
Cleon and alcibiades, were equally powerful, with 

THEMISTOCLES and ARISTIDES. 

Some of thefe great men were injuriou/ly fufpeiSted of being 
fubfervitnt to foreign powers, and others of a clafs inferior 
in talents, tho*^ not in influence, we know to have beea 

Between a mean diftruft of the befl citizens, and a blind 
confidence in bafe declaimers, the flate was mceiranrlydif- 
trailed by hoftilc fa^flions. This fpirit of jcalaufy at icngtl^ 
arofe to fuch a height, that no citizen of fupcrior merit 
could live in Athens, " Ft is the common fauJi of great and 
" free dates, that envy is the concomitant of glory ; and rbat 
•' the multitude have a pleafure in humbling all who rile 
•* above their own level. The poor can never bear to be 
•• fpedlators oi opulence. Chabrias^ therefore, abfcnted 
• himfelf as much as poffible from Arhens : and not 
** only he, but all the mofl eminent men did the fame, 
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*' knowing that to be free from envy, they muft abandoa 
•* their country. Thus Conon lived in Cyprus ; Iphicrates, 
•* in Thrace ; Timothcut, in Lelbos ; Chabriai, at Sigseum.** 
— Ncpos in Chab :— 

Sallust tells us that ingratitude is a virtue in a Republic^ 
and that it is reckoned much better to forget a kindnefs than 
an injury ; to ncgledl a bcncfadtor, than pardon a criminal. 
•* In republica muUo prxAat bcncficii, quam raaleficii, im- 
" memorem eflTe. Bonus tantummodo fegnior fit, ubi negli- 
** gas, at malus improbior. Ad hoc, & injuriae noA fint, 
" baud faepc auxilii egcas." 

It is not uncommon for dcmocratical ftates to wreak their 
vengeance on unfortunate, though meritorious commanders : 
but the Athenians carried this, like every other feature of 
their republican characSler, to the moft enormous cxcef*» 
Vfhen they executed the fix Admirals >vho had gained t^he 
glorious vi^ftory of Arginufoe \ for a neglecSt, falfely imputed to 
them, of colledling the bodies of the dead for burial. Some 
fymptoms of the fame envious and ungrateful fpirit appear 
m the world, even at this day. In Latin, public odium and 
envy arc exprcffcd by the fame word, Invidia. 

In Athens as in Rome, the only cure that the popular 
leaders could dcvifc for thefe difordcrs, was a ferics of ru in- 
cus WARS, chiefly with Re^uhlki, The Pcloponcffian lafted 
for twenty Hx campaigns. 

During thefe wari, the pcaple feemcd to change their 
chara^Eter. They gloried in being the only people who bad 
eredked an Aitar to Mercy ^ yet their vi<flories were often 
fiained with ahnoft unexampled avarice and crtielty. They 
doomed to dcflruiStion thofe free cities which had refided 
them in a war of iniquitous revenue ; and of their operaticBs 
againft lariAocratical Republics, we have this fumnpary and 
memorable account given by Montague-—** Where the Atht- 
" nians were vii^ors, democracy was fettled, or reftored; 
*' and the people glutted their rercogc with the blood of the 
« nobility !" 



( a6> ) 

Thit themfclvet fell twice under the defpotic power of 
their ewn citizens. The firft fatftion was compofcd of four 
hundred ; the laft of thirty ; fupportcd by a hoftilc ftatc, and 
known by the name of the TJnrty Tyrants, 

As to their internal management, their popular aflembly 
was a fcenc of fadHon, clamour, confufion and inconfiftcncy. 
When it loft the charm of novelty, the attendance of the 
people was to be obtained only by a pecuniary allowance. 
By this expedient aM the ncceffitoKs and profligate were 
drawn together : the beft citizens dcfpifed both the company 
and the temptation. This expedient however was fo necef- 
fary, that the comic and fatirical poet aristophanes, 
praiiing Plutus, the God of riches, afks, 

Exitx»f<T/a / 'vp^/ cT/flt TMTof ytynr^i ; 

Is it not he that conftitutes our aflembly ? 

Juries were colIe<5lcd by the fame mercenary means, and 
we may guefs how they were compofcd. 

At length when public and private virtue was completely 
undermined ; when plays and flicw* become the occupation 
of the people; when phocion and other mafter fpirits de- 
fpaired of the national morals ; when a band of orators, in 
the pay of foreign powers, aifumcd the diredlion of the 
people,— -they fell at a fingle blow, under the dominion of 
PHILIP. By their condu(5l for feveral generations after, they 
Ihewed that they were as incapable of fubmitting to flavery, 
as of enjoying, liberty. 

Whether the French Republic will run the fame courfe, 
pofterity will decide. Whether it has begun it, is a point of 
which we may judge. Whether or not fuch a government it 
preferable to that of England, every one will determine for 
himfelf. Whether it is adapted to extenfivc dominions, hat 
been declared by Montefquieu. " II eftde la nature d*unc 
•* Republique, qu*elle n'ait qu^un petit territoirc : fans cela 
•* elle ne peut guere fubfifter. Dans un grand Republique, il 
** yadegraadc* fortunes^cc par coofcqueat pcu de moderatx- 
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^ on dans let efprfts : tl y a trop grands defpots a metfre en- 
•* trc let mAiDs d*un citoyen." — It iseffential to a republic to 
liavc a confined territory. Without this it cannot long exifl. 
In an extcnlivc Republic there muft be large properties, confc- 
qiientiy little moderation; and the public trufb will be too 
great to be lodged in the hands of a citizen. 



OCTOBER 30. 1793. 

That the French Statefmen and Philofophers have taken 
Athens for their model» may be further prcfumcd from their 
diviJion of time. The Athenian months were divided into 
decads : the da^rs were named according to their order in 
each decad : and the lafl day of the month was alfo called af- 
ter Demetrius Poliorcetcj, a benefa<5t )r of their Stale. The 
months took their names from their feftivals, in honour of 
certain remarkable events and celebrated heroes, by which 
each of them was dlflin'^uiflied. In both countries, time was^ 
divided into periods of four years. In both, ihcfe periods 
were denominated olympiads; and as each olympiad among 
the Greeks was concluded by the Olympic games, fo the 
French are to ciofe their olympiads with civic garnet. 
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OCTOBEK 30» 

AoT mc amor ncgotii fufccpti fallit, aut nulla uno'iam 

'« Rcfpublica ncc major, ncc faiwSlior, ncc bonis cxemplit 

•* ditior fuU/* 

; Liv ^ 

* I am either deceived by a partialitj for my fubjedt, or 
•• there never was a Commonwealth, greater, more 
■** venerable, or richer in noble examples.^* 



The plaw oT this publfcation requires fcvcral additional 
papers, but the time of the writers will only admit olf 
« few. The bufinefs of thcfe conchidfng efiays fliall therc- 
"fore be lo point out two of * thofe fubjcjfls which have 
not yet come tindtr difcufCon, though of great importance 
and worthy of a diflintSt and copious elucidation. 

The firrt is the admirable principles of the common law, 
and the practice of our criminal jdrisprddence. A juft 
delineation of thefc fubjeiSts would give the inhabitants of 
this country a miich more exalted idea of its conflitution than 
they now entertain, when the generality of them are naturally 
prone and fedulouily taught to dwell on minute blemiflies 
or unavoidable inconveniences : and it would at the fame 
time form a ftnking contrad with the crudities of modern fy- 
ftems. It could not fail to give an Irifliman of humble con- 
' dition a lively fenfation of both pleafure and pride, to com- 
pare the procel's and the evidence neccflary to his conviction 
and punifhment, with that which in France decides the 
fate of a General or a King. 

The other point, on which it would be defirable to fee 
a copious publication is this : that the Britiih couftitutioh not 
only pofleflc* a diftinguiflicd advantage in iu fufceptibility 
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of improvtment, but hat aAually been progreflirc from the 
cooquefl. Thoagh the iiluQratioD of this aflerrion might 
fccm an arduous aod even an abfurd attempt to the majority 
of the people, yet to any one converfant with hiftory the 
{slA would be plain and the proof eafy. Perhaps it would 
appear, on fuch an enquiry, impolfible to feledt a period 
of fifty years in the Kiftory of England, fince the conOitution 
afTomed a regular form, in which it has not gained additional 
ftrength ; though poffibly no one year could be named, in 
which the whole people, or a very great proportion of them, 
did not think it was fuffering dilapidation and falling to 
decay. Nay more, this flrange propenfity contributes more 
than any thing clfe to the ftabili^y of that conftitution, the 
ruin of which they arc contiauaily deploring. The reafou 
of this difcontented temper is, that men are not only more 
fenfible of grievances than cf privileges ; but an innovation 
is generally of a more glaring nature, aod excites mor« at- 
tention, than an additional fccurity to liberty. An extenfion 
of freedom, is no more than their right: a limitation of it, 
is both an injury and an infult. That this jcaloufy will 
tend to fecure the inviolability of the beloved obje<^ re- 
quires no illudration. 

Though all the fa(5U that might be adduced to e(fabli(h 
this point cannot be brought forward in a paper of this 
kind, I fhall mention a few of them. — By William the 
Conqueror, who reigned in the latter end of the eleventU 
century, the Saxon conflitution was aboliihed, the feuds^ 
fyflem introduced, and the natives enflaved. Beginning 
from this period I aOert, that the Saxon laws gradually re- 
vived, and the conditution gained ftrength. The twelfth 
century opened with the charter of Henry I. and was difliq- 
guiflied by that of Stephen, by the conftitutions of Clarei^- 
don, by the revival of the laws of Edyvard the confeflbr, aod 
by that Hgnal improveipent in liberty and law, the inditM- 
tion of circuits. The thirteenth century was iignalizefi 
by Magna Charta, extorted from John and confirmed by 
Henry II., by the provlfions of Oxford, the ereAion of 
the Houfe of Commons, and the firft refufal of parliament 
to grant fupplies, till grievances vrere redrefiTcd. In (he 
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*»Brteentli, we «nd Edward 11. obliged ta grant artidet to 
hit parliament, and parliament denying the power of the 
Kmg to grant a fubfidy to the Pope. We fee the Houfe of 
Commop. taking iu prefent form by the eIe<aion of a 
2>eaker; *nd the two eftate. firft threatening to depofe 
Richard 11. and afterward, exercifing that great funAiol, <,f 
the people, the depoCtJon of one King and the eledlion of 
•notl.er.-fn the 15th we meet with that remarkable exercife 
ofparhamentary authority, the appointment of Proteanr. 
dunng the minority of Henry VI. About the fame time 
loam began to be obtained on pariiamentary fecurity -and 
the Houfe of Commons rofe to its natural level bv tL ^.. 
chafe of hnd fn,m the. Nobles. The moft rem/rk^bU 
extenfion of liberty in, .he fix.eenth century, was "he ^ 
lition of papal authority and jurifdiAion : but notwithft»„^ 
.ng the fignal abilities and wifdom of E^i^abeth. who rci!„I 
«d for «:arlyone half of that period, it is notorious that The 
Houfe of Commons was gaining and exerting Orength aad 
...dependence. Th,. was felt in a variety „f inftLees by 
her pedantic and pragmatical fuccelTor, who was driven . . 
the moa dilhonourable expedients to raife the f.ipplies whic 
parliament refuled to grant. Barely to mention X phIc pa 
^nftance. of ,be power of the people in the fevenS 
<entury, would greatly exceed my limits. Let it fuffice to 

.f liberty Whig, a„d Tories « ere 7r " ^L? " rX" " 
The fpirit of the people appeared in the Bill of Rights in 
thelaw .miting the duration of parliaments to threl yea s 
<,640) in tl^ fuppreflion of the Star-chamber and S 
Comimmon Court the conteft about fl.ip money, the pr^ 
fccution of favourites, the fubjeaion of the clerpv to the 
payment of taxes, and finally, in the war -nd in Vi. j l 
of the King.-While the fan^'centurrcYn boa'ft '7 ^t 
excellent law. obtained by the influence of the peol fuch 
as the habeas corpus. «!>= revival of the aA fofcanLt J 
cnnial parliaments, (1694) which had been repea'ed nnl 
Charles 11. the aA of toleration and the biHof^i^htf • f 
of the worn that difgrace our ftatute book oigftd SL' 
thciamecaufe. Thus, the teft a^ ..d the ac'l oS^LTty 
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were the effcA of popular prejudice, and were carried in op^ 
pofitioo to the court. We may rank them among the prooft 
of the fallibility, and of the iVeedom, of the people. It n 
icarcely neceflary to take notice of thofc well known and 
glorious efforts of popular prerogative conncd^ed with the 
Revolution— cafiiicring and eledling their govemott, and 
bcftowing the crown in fucceflion. Among the more recent 
improvements of the eighteenth century, it is fuffictent to 
mention the abolition of feudal jurifdi<9:ioo, (1745) which 
extinguiflied the laft remains of hereditary arillocratical ty- 
ranny ; the independence of the Judges cflabliihed by Wil* 
liam III. (13th chap. 2.) and enlarged by his prefent Majefty, 
(ifl Geo. III. 33)'»thc abolition of general li^rranrs ; and the 
place and penfion bill. As a further inftance of the progrefa 
of the conftitutioa and of our inattention to that progrefs, 
I remind the reader of an a(5l which, though not a ycat 
old, he has probably forgotten— I mean that law, which a^ 
ccrtaiued and eftabli(hed two copflitutronal points of the 
jgreateQ importance, the right of Juries and the freedom of 
the Prefn. The privilege of Jurors to judge of law ai weH 
as fa<^, in cafe of libels, and confequently the freedom of 
the Prefs, are two points that are now become articles of our 
conflitution, and exemplify the manner in which it improves 
by the perfeverance of the people, without' revolution, or 
tumult ; not in confequence of a fuddeti and inconiiderate 
burft of enthufiafm, but after a deliberate diicuflion of the 
lubje(5^ by the people and parliament. That the right of 
a Jury to give a vcrdi<ft upon the whole matter in ifl^e 
was not eftablifhed before that a(St, appears from the ncccf* 
ilty of the a(5t itfelf :: and that the freedom of the preft vv»a 
not exprefsly afcertained by the conftitution, is evident from 
this, that fome years ago, no printer dared to report f 
the people the debates of their Reprefeatative9> unlefs under 
liiSlitious names. 

In extending this olifcrvation to Ireland, I might affert, 
that as privileges were gained by the Englifli, ttcy we^ grar 
dually extended to that part of this kingdom which was 
|ubje<5t to the King. Thus Henry II. granted to his Iriih 
iTubjedts Magna Charta, Charta dc FcrcIHs, the Modus tc^ 



•ends Pftrfiamcttta, zni the cotmnoii litw of Kng^aivd. Tliii» 
in the earlieft timet we obtaioed the appointment of Magil^ 
trates,. and Judges of Adize. Thus were thofe ancient and 
falutary laws c'nacfled which fecured the people, agaifvft 
military and Ariflocrati cat tyranny, and more recently the 
Habeas Corpus A&, and the independenee of the Judges ^ 
and thus was the freedom of trade firft conferred, and by the 
liberal explanation of the Navigation A(St in the laft'Se^ioO' 
of the Britifh Parliament further extended, by permitting 
m to fupply the markets of Britain with the produce of her 
own Colonies. I might maintain that in addiiion to thefe 
foreign Auxiliaries we may boaft of many fecuritics to liberty, 
natives of our own foil-— the Odlenniar Bill«— the repeal of 
the Penal liaws— the ^'mancipation of our Legiflature->-the 
refloration of the final judicature—the Irilh Libel BiU^ and 
4 he late a«fi againft exceilive bail ; and I might prove, that for 
forty years paft, few have elapfed without fome iignal con*- 
firmation of freedom. But for the inflances, I muft refer to 
the fubfcquent numbers, and the recolledlion of thofe whp^ 
have inquired into the Hiftory of their Country.— J 
might appeal to the perfonal recolleifiion of every man who 
has paid any attention to what has paffed before his eyes 
fince 177S.— But men are fo much cngrofled by the tratif- 
adlions of the day, that few of them are able and fewer 
willing, to afcend an eminence and take a compreheniive 
view of even fo fhort a fpace. If, however, any man were 
to extricate himfclf from the buftic and prejudice of local 
and temporary polincs, and calmly furvcy that portion o£ 
time in which he has been an oberver of mankind, he would, 
readily perceive, that this country has improved both in 
profperity and liberty. With regard to proljjcrity, fome 
confidcr it as a prciumptive proof of good Government';, 
while others contend, that we are profperous in fpite of a 
lyrctched Conflitution and contemptible Governors* With- 
out dwelling on this point which does not admit of demoo- 
Oration, and on which every man wi41 therefore think as he 
likes-— I fliall confine myfelf to liberty ;. for here I am in 
no danger of contradictioo^ the fatSU being numeroin, 
firikiug and nptoriout. 
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KaR do I liold ovc this country as an exception to the 
general ftate of the world, as if liberty were flouriihing 
here, whila ihe was eipiring in every other part of Europe. 
Were I to do fo, I might juftly be fufpcdted of partiality. 
1 confidcr Ireland at only one inftance of an undeniable 
fadl — that the human race, conlidcred as one great commu. 
nity, is progreliive in knowledge, liberality, profperity and 
liberty. Nay, I do not hefitate to fay, that they have made 
^eater advances in thefe important interefls within the laft 
thirty years, than in any former period of equal length. 
If therefore, my contending that Ireland was an exception to 
the genera] condition of mankind would have been a pre^ 
fumption of partiality, may I not fufpe<£i him of fome un- 
due bias, who maintains that its condition is an exception 
to the general improvement of the world ? 

But many who will readily admit that the condition of 
their country has been meliorated in every other period of 
its Hlftory, will except the prefcnt era ; and few of our more 
adtive patriots can patiently hear it aiferted, that at this 
day the kingdom is making 'advances in liberty. Yet even 
this I think probable from reafon, and certain from facfl:. 
I will even reftridl my aifertion to that point of time in 
which liberty has received the fevereft wounds, and main- 
tain, that on (Iriking t\ie balance of the lad Seilion, the re- 
fult will be found favourable to freedom. From the con- 
cluding numbers, every man will be able to judge for hlm- 
fclf. Without anticipating what will there be ftated, I 
fliall only fubmit fome obfervations, which I wifh him to 
keep in mind. 

The iirft is, that if the Conftitutipn has received damagt 
it is to be afcribed rather to the folly and precipitation of 
an infatuated fa<5lion, than to the power of Adminiflration, 
however w«ll inclined to encroach upon it. While it was 
vilifying by faiflien, and undermining hymen in power, the 
enlightened friends of their country lamented in fileace 
and inatftion, their follies and their crimes. 

This is intimately connedled with the fecond truth, that 
even the moft ccnfurablc a<!ts of the laA fcflloa wcr« pailcli 
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with the a{yi>robation or acquiefcencc of the moft ftrenootft : 
friends of the people in Parliament ; of a great majorky of 
men of property, education, and abilities, out of doors'; 
and even of a large proportion of the fttbjc<5b in inferior 
ranks. Much as thefe adb are condemned now, not a fingle 
petition appeared againft them at the time. Whether this 
confent was obtained by the artifice of the caflle in deluding 
the nation, or by the defperate folly of a party who terri- 
fied their countrymen, it is plain that what was efFcdled 
with the concurrence of fo great a portion of the commu- 
nity cannot be ftrong evidence of the decay of the ConAi- 
nition. I rather conclude, that every thing we gained is 
to be attributed to the influence of the people and the 
vigour of that Conftitution ; while every thing we have loft ' 
was given up in a panic, in order to fecure the peaceable en- 
joyment of the remainder. At Icaft this fcemed to be t\ic 
general impreflion. If the people were deceived, there is no 
form of government under which they are Icfs expofed to de- 
ception ; and whether deceived or not, the general confent 
of the wealth, information, and ta'ents of the country, would 
even under a, well ordered government be taken ifbr the 
fenfc of the people. The Gun-powder and Convention Bills, 
the augmentation of the army, and the exteniion of the 
privileges of the Lords, were like the appointment «f a Dic- 
tator. But it {hould be remembered, that the power of the 
Roman Di(Sbator continued but fix months, and that it was 
generally refigned before that period. If Government have 
not moderation to give up the di<5tatorial authority with 
ivhich they are invefted as foon as the danger is paft, I have 
no doubt, that their Ji(Slor8 will be difmilTed, and their faf- 
ces broken, by the conftitutional efforts of the nation. 

In the third place, as we uniformly find both from hif- 
tory and the experience of our own times, that every good 
and neceflary plan, when long perfifted in by the people, has 
been carried ; fo every unconftitutional innovation has either 
become obfoletc or been exprcfsly abolifhed : and while ^hc 
F'lace and Penfion A<^s, the redu(5Vion and limitation of the 
penfioB Lift, and the a<5l declaratory of the Rights of Juries, 
will be coroJIed among our indcfcadblc privileges, the ob- 
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IwiiOQi meafttrct of that feiEon wtl! be daffed with tA^ 
aactcnt claim* of Britain to make laws and adminifter jlillkc 
'Sor Ireland. Through the vigilance of the people, tboTe 
adb which are not fandioned by the coofHtution, may be 
removed in time; while the abrogation of the £Ood onea 
which accompanied them 9m falUativts, can with an ill grace 
be repealed by the raoft abandoned government. 

LASTtT, waving thcfc confidcrations, I might put the 
que(Kon upon the fimple iflue of a fair balance ftmck. be- 
tween the meafttres even of that unpopular fcfiion. I might 
ftatc the si&» firft enumerated— again ft the Secret Cemmitf 
tee, the Gun-powder A<5t, and the Delegation A£k« 
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DiiNt rAriftocratie, la Souveraine PuifTance eft entre let 
mains d*un certain nombre de perfonnet. Ce font elles qui 
font les Loix & qui les font executer, & le refle du peuple 

• ji'eft tout au-plus a Icur egard, fue comme dans une Mo« 
narcbie les fujets font a I'cgard du Monarque. 

J-.*cfprit des Iahx, 

•* In an Ariftocracy the Supreme Power is in the hands »f a 
** certain number of individuals, who make and execute 
«* their laws. The reft of the people are their fubjedls." 



The ariftocratical governments of fome continental Re- 
publics, arc juftly reprobated. The privileges of the No- 
bles -in France were fo highly oppreffivc, as in a great 
mcafurc to caufe and juftify the Revolution. .In the oourfe 
of the fb-uggle, the term "Ariftocrate" hat been applied 
to every friend of order and fubordination, who has oppofcd 
the anarchical cxtravagandct of the moft contemptible dtf* 
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tiMgojgiws ^ «nd unhappily tfarit djle of fpeaking: has been 
Bfltrodaced into this country to corrupt both oMr languagc«B4 
our principies. Every man that differs from certain popular 
ipvritci9» is denominated an ariftocrate ; and I have no doub^ 
that fome expreifions in the preceding clTay will procure me 
the honour of the fame appellation . In vindication there* 
lore of the conftkution and myfclf, I deny that there is any 
tftahlifiimtnl in thin country which dcfcrvcs the title of arifto- 
xracy, in an invidious fenfe. A government entirely exeN 
\dred by Nob]e«, is jtiftly reprobated as the worft of aU 
tyrannies'; and even where the adminiftration of a kingly 
^^overnment is exclufively ttondudted by them, they add t# 
the opprciTivc nauire of abfolute power, asd defeat the in- 
tentions of a limited monarchy : nay if they form a caft, fo 
that their xabals cannot "be difconcerted, or their pride 
checked by the admflfion of commoners into their number, 
1 freely confefs, that fuch an order is a diJeafed and deformed 
member of the political body, ^ut fnch an order does not 
exift in Great Britain or Ireland. The Lords are neither the 
-rulers nor miniders of the country : they can neither ttiake 
ftor execute laws of themfclvcs : their families and relation* 

•'«rc commoners : "and they are continually obliged to receive 
peribns even of mean origin, but fplcndid abilities, know- 

'iedge, or merit, into their houfe. 

Take a view of the acSiual didribution of power in thefc 
countries. In England the moft -cffictent offices of the ftatc 
«re neccifarily held by members of the Houfe of Commons : 
the higheft pofts in the law are always held by commonem 
©r newly created peers : and the dignities of the church 
«re generally in the hands of meft of low birth ; their 
lionours dying with them, whatever attachment th-ey 
feci to the crowti^ they are flcndcrly connedcd with the 
coronet. The great officers in the army and navy are, with 
few exceptions, of the fame dcfcription. But the moft 
Uriking proof of this point is a fadb which is within thfe 
knowledge of all my readers. Caft your eye over the diftri- 
btition of power in this kingdom. It is entirely in the handk 
•of men of bumble origin, excepting the viceroy. Who arc 
the men that adi&iAifter the affairs of ciiis country ? Are 



( »«o ) 

the Lord High Chancellor, the Lord Primate, and the Arch- 
biihopt men of noble birth ? No. Yet thcfe men take pre- 
cedence of all the nobility. The Secretary of State, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Attorney and Solicitor 
General, in (hort all the men who tranfacSl the bufioefs of 
^vemroent in the Houfe of Commons, are neccflarily com- 
moners. If any of the judges are ennobled, it is only in 
confequence of their promotion, that they may adift in the 
deliberations of the fupreme court of judicature. Who arc 
the men, that are rapidly advancing to thcfe fituationt ? 
Many of them perlbns of no patrimony -or pedigree. There 
is a family <of commoners in this kingdom which eclipfes the 
majonty of the lords, as much. in wealth and influence, as in 
princely munificence. I fpeak it to their prai^ when I fay, 
that they arc men of low origin, of no pedigree in ibh 
country, and even now engaged in commercial buiincfs. l 
fpeak it to the praife of the conditution, xvhen I add, that 
were it not invidious, I<:onld fliew that all the exalted per- 
fonages above mentioned are novi hommes, men that in the 
bed days of the Roman Republic would not have been 
fuffered to afpire to the lo^vcfl offices of the flatc, or to a 
feat in the fcnatc. The whole power of the monarch, ia 
both countries, is always wielded and fometimes controlled 
by men on a level as to title or privilege, with the meaneft of 
the people. There is no obftacle to any man of talents. 
The adminidration t)f the empire is within his grafp. 

I CAN never confent to call that an ariftocratical goverti- 
iHcnt, in which private gentlemen like C. J. Fox, the prcfent 
minifter, and his illudrious father, dire^ the whole machine 
of the ftate, and influence or even di(^atc the politics of 
£uropc; and in which I fee Dukes, MarquifTes and Earls, 
performing menial offices about the perfon, houHiokl, qr 
ftabic of the King. Nor can I, on the other hand, fufpcci 
that this reverfe of <:ondition proceeds from the dcfpotifm 
of the Monarch ; fince in the courfc of my life, every change 
in the King's coimcilshas been di<ftated by the people, oftea 
in oppoiition to the wilhes of his Majefty. 

There are fomc people, though, it is to be hoped, few in 
4hi8 couBtry, that confider t^ rich as an ariftocracy ; that 
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hold in fufpiCion every maq -who has a whole fuit of clothet • 
thiit think every independent man an enemy of liberty • 
every opulent man a tyrant; and who by branding all 
kind of (ubordination with the v>nie of flarcry, all iudu-* 
cnce with that of tyranny, would treat men of property and 
authority as Tarquin treated the poppies in his garden. 
But the refult of fuch crude extravagancies will always be 
the efFc<5k which that tyrant thus dcpi^ftured. When a flafc 
abounds with perfons of influence and wealth, it will not be 
eafy even for a King to ufurp ahfblute power. When all 
are equal, the firft man or party that can rife above the 
level by wealth, or eloquence, or courage, or cunning, or 
any other means, becomes the lord of all> 

With thefe atrocious follies I muft be excufed from' ar- 
guing. 

While I thus deny the exiflence o( ruj privileged order, 
which dcfervcs the name of aristocracy in the invidious 
fenfe of that word, 1 am far from wifliing to defend our uh- 
mcrous corrupt and depopulated boroughs, or that uncondf. 
tutional influence which men of property often exert at 
clcdlions. Thcfe have already been the fubjecfl of pointed 
reprobation in former numbers of this publication. But 
thefe are only defec^i* in the dcmocratical part of the con- 
ftitution ; for this influence is neiiher confined to the nobles 
nor is it neccffarily hereditary. It may be pofTefTcd by any 
man who can acquire property, and Is fubjed^ to flu<hua- 
tion and transfer ; being at one time cpnne<5led with a title of 
nobility ; prefently, attached to the landed eftate of a com* 
moncr ; and foon after in the hands of an opulent merchant. 

Many fchemcs have been devifed for correcting the in- 
equality and the influence of property : but ail that I have 
fcen are pregnant with greater cviis than they pretend f 
extirpate, and threaten to rob men of dearer privileges than 
they afFc(5t to fecure. To thofe who adopt thefe notions, eve* 
ry fuperlor. is an ariftocrate, and men. can never be frcc» 
while they have any rights remaining ; for an inequality 

O o 
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property muA* oeceflaHlf fiiMft^ till men (half be (fefiriWd' 
<»f thc^priyilegcs. whkii titey hoMxnoft dfear, fuch as difpcvb' 
- ftng of their fortvoet and gOTcrning their fsmtiies A late" 
paradoxical and Yifiopary traiS^ on political jutb'ce (Godwin's- 
liolitical Jufticc, Vol ii.p. a&i^^j&f. Dublin Edition.) haa^ 
carried the notions which have been controverted in thefe*^- 
papers, to fuch a ludicrous excefs-, that one might wdl fufpe^ 
it to be a piece of refined iatire, comiu^ed ^ith the graved* 
irony. The author having laid it down as a maxim, that"* 
men haye no rights • proceeds to recommend a (late of fociety* ' 
if it can be fo called, in .which the3r< wUl be foh}e<5^ to no ^- 
govcrnraent. Tjiis he calls a fyftem of * iodiyidualityi' JLeft ' 
any two perfons iliould unitCt he abolifhes marriage, and i 
eftabltflies in its room a promifcuous intercourfe of the fezes ; 
aod left tk'ii flK>ttld produce too powerfal an eiFe<fk, be fpeaks 
of a fubfequent period at which ^ll intercourse between them ^ 
is to be renounced ; and men.are by .virtue of his plan to be- 
come IMMORTAL upon earth, (Godwin, Vol. ii. p. 393.)— But 
vdvAt connetfls thefe remarks with oitr prefent fubje<fk is his 
whimfical idea of ariftocracy. For any man to have a wife, 
he pronounces to be a violation of equality ; to wiih to 
know his own children is an unpardonable ioftaoce of faroiljp 
pride ; and it would be quite inconfiftent with the fyi^m of 
* individuality' to affume that infolent and opprefGve mark 
of diftiuelicn, a furoame. By reprobating every form of 
jrQ^ernment that has ever been attempted or devifed, and 
holding out this as the only alternative, he contrives to leave 
]ii« readers in very good humour with their prefent lot, and 
ready to exclaim— 

. *~-Rather ^>ear thofe ills isrc hgve, 
Than Hy to others that we know not of. 

Shall we then, with the prefumption of a modem the* 
orift, confider our eonftitution as pcrfedl ; or like a fateliite 
of de£pQtifm, maintain that this is a tim^ at which reforma- 
tion, fhould be poftponed f A patriot of the old ftamp will ' 
rather fay— the conftitotion has received improvement in ' 
every dtuation of affaii-s, in peace and in war, by its native 
vigour, and by the exertions of the people. It is always 
progreffivc, or retrograde ; never at red : deeming to decline 



i5>r a. rinvc^ but, «ftca,. like Aateu^, derlvmg ftrcngth from 
i|^ falls ; and, .like the Hydra, life from its wounds. Let the 
pe,opIe retain their jealoufy and their conftancy ;. their jca- 
iQufy will, protcdk it from violation,- their conftancy will 
g^ard them againft the meretricious arts of a more yout|iful 
ipidrefs; but let them not be deluded by pretences, that 
^NT.TjMi is unfit for a reform upon conflitutlonal principles. 

Nothing has been farther from ray intention in the conrfc^ 
of .thefe. papers, than to prcfent a p.itfture of our government 
under falfe or flattering colours. To give a juft one, and to 
vindicate the many excellent qualities of the original, was, 
my fingle aim. Whether it defcrves the character I have 
drawn, may be tried by the following axiom— that ther-e is 

NOT A REAL GRIEVANCE OP WUICU THE FtOPht COMPLAIN 
WUICH THAT VERY CONSTITUTION-, IF IN PULL OPERATION', 

WOULD NOT REMOVE. To eftablilh this'poCition; (here is' 
litjlc mqrc to. be done than refer to thefeventh number 
of thefe THOUGHTS, where fome of its fundamental princi- 
ples are enumerated, and their leghl foundations pointed 
out. By that touch ftone let the mod obnoxious at^s (/f^any 
felTiOH be tried, and if their principles be not there difclaiai- 
cd, every portion of my defence may fall to the ground. 

Is it our complaint, that juries may be unfairly' impanncli-' 
led ?— By ancient ufagc the llierifFi were cle<ftive. 

•Do fpecial juries intrench upon the liberty of the fubjedb? 
-^They are novehics of a modern date. 

Can. the fubjetf^ be fined or imprisoned to any amount and 
fof an indefinite term, without -trial by -his peers, without 
bang confronted with his accufer ?-— Maj^ua charta exprefsly 
ojj^pofes.it., 

A moment's recollcdlion will convince us that every un- 
ec^n^Uutipnal i^oint-whick is brought- to this tefV, will roebt 
the fate of thofe adduced^ If then the principle* of Bri.tifb 
freedom come from this ordeal with untainted honor, and 
cveny> deviation in practice can be traced back to the peo- 
ple who have fufiered it^-who is to blame— -the conftitutiuu. 



( *«4 ) 

•r themfclyrt ? If ever there was a form of geyemment ealcu- 
latcd to adminifler itfelf for ages, and to prefcrve an undtmi- 
' niflicd luftre without the intervention and jealous carc^ of 
the collecflive body, let the Britifh one (land accountable 
for every blcmiih. But if none fach ever did cxift, our 
fyftem of civil policy is as little clvirgeablc with iu prefcot 
abufest as any other of which cither the anticut or modern 
world furniihes examples. 

The conftitution is a goodly fabric, the foundations of 
which are ftill foiid and entire. Some of its buttrefles have 
been fulFered through the negligence of the owners, to fall 
into decay. Thefe have only lo be repaired, that it may 
anfwer every purpofe of its crcdlion. If I am afkcd, huw 
is this to be cffctfted ?— by union, and a determined fpirit 
among the people. 

Were we not divided among ourfelvcs, and too apt to wan- 
der from theobjcdl, a reform might experience a temporary 
reiiltancc, but the ftruggle would peaceably terminate in fnc- 
cefs. However problematical it may appear, a deranged 
republic would have greater difHculties to encounter, in a 
rcfloration to its primitive principles, than that form of go- 
vernment which is admired in proportion as it is minutely 
examined, and is mod cenfured where leafl underflood. 

Nothing in this world is flationary, but all fubjecfl to 
change. Thofe inftitutions, therefore, which make allow- 
ance for the progreiBve declenfion of dates from the high- 
eft eminence of virtue, arc bcft calculated for imperfc<f^ 
beings. An author who has been a dandard with former 
generations, and wh^e works will furvive the wrecks of mo- 
dern politics, informs us in the motto of the fecond number ' 
— that— 

•* To produce peat political good, lefs virtue is required in • 
A iioNARC^r, than in any other form of Government. 

MoKTESqUIEt. • 
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THOUGHTS 
eN THE BRITISH CONSTITUTION. 



No. XIX. 



KOVEMBIE 7. 

** It will be found, if I miftake not, a true obDcrvation in 
** Politics, that the two extremes in Government, liberty. 
** andflayery^ commonly approach neareft to each other; 
** and that, as you depart from the extremes, and mix 
" a little of monarchy with liberty, the Government be* 
'* comes always the more free." 

BUMX, 



The following is offered as a brief and imperfedl (ketch of 
fome of the mod remarkable paits in the Hiftory of the ' 
ConAitution of If eland. 



Anno 1494. From the loth of Henry VII. a parliament 
could not be fummoned in Ireland, till the articles propofed 
to be pafled in it were previuufly certified to the King, and 
after his Majefly in his Englifh Council had confidered and 
gpprffvedf or altered faid adb intended to be paficd, then and 
not foooer could a parliament be holden ; but no other a(SU 
than thofe fo certified couM be introduceti. 

[From the 3d and 4th of William and Mary, it was allowed 
that new caufes might be certified, after the feilion had a(5lu* 
«lly commenced J ' * 

From the ena<5ling of Poyniog's law, loth Henry VII. all 
Hatutes that had pafied in England were to be of force in 
Ireland, and fubfequent ones, in which Ireland was included* 
were coniidered as in force there* 
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[Thh If as neceflarily extended in 178a (by Mr. Yekcrton's 
biU) to fubfequent a<5t8 j for the quiet and fcttlemcnt of poP> 
feifiont held in Ireland, under no other titles.] 

It was the ufage of parliament until of very late years, 
that Irifli laws were brought in as bfads ef hills^ and preferred . 
to the Lord Lieutenant for the time being, who might, or 
might not, as he and the council thought proper, tranfniit 
them for the King's coniideration.' 

Or courfe between the privy councils of the two kin^domsy 
parliament was rendered a nDlliVy, and their deliberations 
a« name. 

Anno 1698. * Molyneux's cafe of Ireland being bqund 
by adls of parliament in England,' was burned by the hands 
of the common hangman of Lpndqn, aft^er the houle of 
commons of Great Britain had voted that unanfwerable book, 
(the principles of which are now the law of our land) to be 
** of dangerous confcqucncc" to the crown and people of Ire* 
'* land,'* and addrefled the King on its pernicious tend<;u-_ 
cies. • 

The King could afiure his Commons in one of the coun- 
tries wliich he governed (England), that his Majefty would 
do all that in him lay to difcoura|;e the -woljen trade in his 
other kingdom (Ireland). A compromife, however,^ was , 
gracioufly made that \\it -linen trade fliould be left entirely to 
us. And fuch was the baneful iniluencc of a BritiHi court at , 
that day, that while an Irilh parliament pafTed an a<5t laying 
heavy duties on the exports of woollens of its own country 
to England, the Engiifli parliament in the fucceeding year ^ 
even prohibited Irifli export /o other tDuntrus \ fo that bc- 
tvfeen the parliament of the one country and the other, the 
manufatSlure bade fair for total annihilation. 

Anno 1719. In an appeal from the Irifli court of exche- 
quer to the Irifh Lords, the deci'ce of exchequer was reveried. 
The pcrfon whofe property was affeifted by the reverfal, 
made an appeal from his own country to the Briiifi Lordu 
who a^ng on the principle th?^ au /r//^ ^gufe.f^.^fOr^i. .« 
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pBfreir«d lio jadicul powcn, confirmed the firft decree,. io- 
opt>o(itibn to the rcvcrfal By the Irifli Lords ; and the Barons 
iof the. exchequer of Irdand were a^ualjy ohUgtd to,reftore 
pofTeffion oJF the cftates in litigation, according to the £a< • 
glifli reverral. 

On the other hand, the lady who was injured by the rcyer-^ 
fa! of the Ifidi Lords decree, petitioned' their houfe ; in con« 
Sequence of which the Barons of the Iriih exchequer were 
takch into cuftody' for atfling under an order of the Britifi , 
Houfi ; and a reprefentation of the caie was forthwith tranf- 
muted to the King. This reprefentation being laid by him 
before hrs Britifli Lords, they bcfceched his Majcfty to con- 
fer iome a<ft of Royal favour on the Barons of the Irifli ex^ 
chequer for their condudt on the'occafion, and framed a bill 
which paifed into a law, denying all right in the Lords of Ire- 
land to exercife any judicial power, to judgp of, afiipp, or 
rcvcrfe, any judgment, or decree, given cvpn in any of the ^ 
courts of their own country; affuming that, as an exdufive 
privilege of their own, which was denied to 9ur Lords, ia 
afTairs merely atfedlihg ourfelves. 

Anno 1720. 6 Geo. 1. The right of Great Britaiif to 
bilid Ireland by atfls mi her legiHature, having been called ia 
queftion, — ^the Britifli Parliament paiTed an adt declaratory 
of what was the law of England on that point, viz. That 
" the kingdom of Ireland 00^ ift/ to be fubtrdinate to and depen^ 
•• dant uprtn the Imperial crown of Great Britain, as being 
*' infeparably annexed and united thereto; and that the 
" King's M'ajefty, with the confent of the Lords and Com- 
** mons of Great Britain in parliament afTemblbd,^ hath 
** power to make Jaws for Ireland." 

Ai* this time Roman Catholics could hold leafes only for 
31- years; our trade was intolerably fliackled ; and our Par- 
liaments were unlimited in their duration, unlefs the King 
lyl^afed to diflblve them, or they futfered diflbltuion by hit 
dekth. 

It is now time to look at the reverfe of the pidVure, which 
iNTJll convince any man that every thing may be obuiocd by 
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ferfevtranee ; at the difficukica which our anccftors had to 
cope with, funk under their fteady unremitting endeayoucs* 

Anno 1713. Woods half pence. Dean Swift, feized that 
occafion flyly to raife a" fpirit of enquiry into the rights 
of Ireland as an independent kingdom. The Engliili govern- 
ment taking advantage of a fcarcity of copper coin in this 
country, granted a patent to Mr. Woods for fourteen years, 
to bean exclufivc coiner of halfpence and farthings for Ireland, 
to the amount of fo8,OOol. His corn was bafe, and the 
^'hole a grofs iinptifition ; but the fpirit of the country under 
is great leader prevailed. One of the firft adls of Lord 
Carteret, as Lord Lieutenant, was a proclamation offering 
300I. reward for difcovering the author of the Draper" s f»unh 
Letter, in which Irifli rights were proclaimed by the Dean, 
under that ficlitious title. 

Anno 1753.— Previous confent; A conteft with the 
crown, whether a furplus of revenue then remaining in the 
Irifli t'reafury, after all the public burthens had been dif- 
chargcd, was at the difpofal of parliament for public purpi). 
fc8 ; or at the will of the crown, to be taken out of the treafu- 
ry by a King's letter. The queflion at firft was, whether 
royal confent was neccffary, before parliament could apply 
this unappropriated fum toward the difcharge of the national 
debt. Parliament denied that it was :— but his Majefty, after 
a confiderable time, fettled the point, by taking it out of 
the treafury by his own letter. The crown triumphed; but 
the people were taught to think ; to enquire into their rights ; 
and to combine their force by means of popular clubs, in 
order to aflert and recover them. 

Even fubfequent to this period, fuch a veil was drawn 
between the cojledlive body and their rcprefentatives, that 
the PRESS, now a dreaded engine of popular power, dare not 
publifli debates without exhibiting the fpeakers, whether 
courtiers or patriots, under iiAitious names ;—^ranfacking the 
annals of Greece and Rome for names to cover thofe really 
intended. 
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Anno I7^4.-«>Gbkeiial warrants had been la pra(^2ce 
c^n from the Revolution, without having ever been called in 
queftion ; till the committal of John Wilkes to the Tower, as 
the author of Number forty-five of the North Briton, brought 
the legality of them into queftion, and ended in their virtual 
abolition in England, and of courfe in Ireland, to the great 
improvement of the conftitution. Of this, a Highc enquiry 
iuto their nature will afford fufficient proof. Tbefe war-; 
rants had been ilTyted by Secretaries of State ; and they were 
lertfied general^ bccaufe it was not neceffary that they fliould 
even contain the names of the particular perfons charged 
with the ofFcnte. They went to authorize any num- 
ber at men, however mean and contemptible, to appre« 
liend an^ feite the reputed authors, printers, and publitlier* 
of any wrtting which Secretaries of State ohofe to deem fcdi- 
tious. The mod innocent min might be dragged from hif 
bed, and hurried to a prifon ; his papers rummaged, and 
thofe of the utmoft value to himfelf or his family, though 
the public were no way concerned in them, might be con- 
cealed, or deAroyed ; and fecVetS of the iitmoft delicacy and 
of the mod private nature, revealed. Thus a highly dan- 
gerous difcrctionary power was exercifed over the liberty of 
the fubjetft, not by magiftratcs only, but by the mod profli- 
gate of mankind, the iiiferit)r officers of judice ; and all 
this in the mere cafe of a fip{>ofcd liM, before proof was 
brought to a jury that it was any libel, or that the accufed 
was author, printer, or publiflier cf the paper in quedion. 
How ihis power might have been and was abufed, by an 
improper minifter, and how kidefenfilxle it was on -every prin- 
ciple of the conditution, it is unnecelTary to point out. 

Anno 1768. A bill was carried for limiting the duration 
»f Irilh parliaments to fcven years, as in England ; it was 
returned, altered to et^ht years in the Britifli Privy Council ; 
and fo altered, it palled and continues in force. 

Anno 1778. The cncrcafcd fpirit of the nation produced 
the Volunteer AfTociation, the admirable cffc<5la of vthidi 
«ccd not here be enumerated. 



( 490 ) 
Roman Catholics in Ireland were empowered by law to 
take Icafcs for any term of years .not exceeding 999, or foi* 
any term determinable on any number of lives not exceeding 
five ; ill place of thirty- one years, which Was the longeft term 
they could enjoy before 'that time, 

Aiino 1 779. The encreafed influence of the people 00 the 
condu<5l of parliament, produced a fix'tnonlbs monty hill, as 
means of extorting a free trade from Great Britain. In the 
December of that year, the Mioiftcr carried a repeal of the 
Britiih law which had prohibited the exportation of Irifli ma- 
]iiifa<5^ures made of, or mixed with wool, from any part ct 
Ireland ; alfo the repeal of a law prohibiting the exporratioa 
<if glafs into Ireland that was not of Britifli manufa<5hire, 
and prohibithig the exportation of it from this coiuitry to 
others. 

Irelano was at the fame time permitted to export and 
import commiKlitics to and from the Britifli CoUmies in Ame^ 
rica, and the Wed Indies, and the Britiih fettltments on the 
coaft of Africa. 

Anno 1780. Mr. Grattan in the Irifti Houfe of Commons 
moved, that " no power on earth, favcthe King, JLordsand 
** Commons of Ireland, have a ri^t to make laws to bind 
** this country."— Jlfo/w« loft 1 

Parliament having pafTed a limited mutiny-bill, for le* 
galiziog the cxiflcnce of an army from feflion to feilion,'tt 
was returned from £i)gland with an unconftitutional altera* 
tiou rendering \t. perpetual. 

A modification of Poyning's law was rcjedted, and a WH 
for cdabli^hing tlie independence of the judges met the iamc 
fate. 

Anno T781. T«« fame falutary bills were again brougliC 
forward, and treated with fimiiar^Contcmpt. 

Notwithdauding this, 'in the very year following, 

Anno 1782. Tmx declaraiory .Islw of England, €<»eo. I. 
afierting a riglit to icgiilate for thia cottntry, which 
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%ad long and dcfervedly been fo obnoxious to in ; -was 
repealed by the Britifli parliament. And now the influence 
ef the people of Ireland out of parliament was ftrongljf 
marked ; for, after the whole point of Icgiilation feeriied to 
be fettled between the two couacries, refpcAing the derc- 
lidlion of the BritifH claim to make laws for Ireland, and of 
her Lords to a<5t as a court of dernier appeal, new difcon- 
tcnts arofe among iis, to which England had to fubmit by a 
Jawpf fhe a6lh of his prefcnt Majcfty, exprefsly renouncing 
»he pretended right, in the following terms* ** The faid 
right claimed by the people of Ireland, to be hound only by 
laws enadted by hi$ Majefly and the parliament of that 
kingdom, in a/l cafes whatfoever, and to have all avStions and 
futts at law or in equity, which may be inAituted in that 
kingdom, decided in his Maje(ly*s courts therein,* finally and 
without appeal from thence, iliall be and it is hereby declared 
to be cdablifhcd and afcertained for ever, and fhall at bo 
time hereafter be ^ueflioued or c^ueftionable/^ 

All the injurious refIri<aion» of me la«r of Poyning*Sy 
that had for two hundred and cignty-cight years fapped the 
Tital principle of debate, and of a free |iariiameut, were done- 
away. 

A Mutiny Bill fw legaliziiig the exiftence of the army, li- 
miting its duration to two yeafs, and fuhjc«5^ing it to the 
controul bf our own parliament indead of the Britidi one, 
was carried ir*to a law. On a former occafion when aiv 
Irifh adl had pa^ed^ taking fome trifling cognizance of the 
army on our eftablifhmcnt, tbe late Lord Chatham taxed the- 
Englifli MinifVer with having thus " fufFercd the ftrongeft, 
^uill to be plucked from the eagle's wing.'* 

A Habeas Corpus law was aMb paflTed, whlcb Ireland never 
before enjoyed, though Engl^uiflbad. 

Roman Catholics were enaMed to pnrchafe pr pofleft 
lands by grant, limitation, defcent or devife ; to difpofe of 
them by willdefcendable according to the conrfe of common 
6w, dcvifj^)lc and transfemWc as the lands of Protcflant*. 
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StTkMAL penal t^t were repealed, t». tlioie agawft cAc 
hearing and celebrating of mafs ; againft a Roman Catboiic 
having a horfe of or above the value of five pounds ; as well 
as thofe which empowered grand juries to- }evy from them 
the amount of any loffcs fuftained by privateers, required 
them to provide watchmen, and totally excluded them as 
iniiabitants of the city of Limerick or its Suburbs. They 
were no longer prohibited from keeping fichools publicly, or 
teaching perfons of their own profcfUon privately ; and the 
guardianiliip of their children was rcftored to the parents. 

Bt ancient ufage the judges held their offices during the 
Kings's pleafure, and loft them at his death, in order that 
his fuccefTor might have the nomination of his own judges. 
The bad effect t>f this corrupt connexion between the 
crown and the bench were often written in letters of blood. 
By an EngliHi ftatute of William III. thetr commiflions were 
made to continue during their own good behaitiour, inflead of 
the KingU pleafure^ and their faiaries fixed ; at the fame time 
that they were removable by the King on the joint addrels 
of both hoiifes of parliament. 

His prefent Majefty, among other falatary improvements^ 
opened his reign with recommending that it fhould be ena<5ted 
(which it accordingly was) that even the demife of the King 
ihould not put an end to the commiiCon of the Judges; but 
that they fliould continue without intermiiKon as if no fueh 
event had taken place, and contiiiuerto have the faiaries al- 
lowed them by law. This excellent improvement on the 
conftitution, which was enjoyed by our lifter country front 
the acceffion of his MajtAy George III. was not granted to 
Ireland for twenty-two years afterwards, to wit, till a few 
inontbs after the firft Dungannon meeting had pointed out, 
in a very fpirited refolution, the neceflity for the judges 
being rendered as independent in this kingdom as in Great 
Britain. 

AVN01785. A place and pcnfioo bill, propofcd by Mr» 
Forbes, wasrejc^cd. 
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' Grfat BHtam tried bei; ftrength as far a« prudeiice wonM 
permit, in favour of a certain commercial adjufhnent with 
' Ireland, in which feme obnoxious claufcs were introduced. 
The minifler carried it by a majority of nineteen in our 
■ Houle of Commons (117 to 108) ; but was obliged to with- 
draw the btU, becaufe the fenfe of the feople -was againft if. 

Anno^78S. a bill brought in to reduce the intereft of 
oipney in Ireland from fix to five per cent, as in England, it 
pafled the Commons, but was thrown.out in the Lords. [Aa 
inftauce of the ufe'of two deliberative houfes.] 

Anno 1789. The printer of a newfpaper in Dublin had 
publiilied certain libels on fome obfcure chara^Slers. The 
Chief Juilice, at the inftance and on the affidavits of the ag* 
grieved^ ilTucd his fiats, to hold the printer to fpecial bail 
in the fum of fcven thoufand eight hundred pounds.^—- The 
^(Stion being a common one of ilander, and the damages ac- 
cruing to the complainants uncertain, it was alleged that 
holding the printer to fpecial bail at all, was inadmifiibk and 
only allowable in adlions of fcandalum magnatum, or of 
(lander of title. The printer was however thrown into 
jti(ii. His council ihortly after moved to difmifs hijn on com- 
mon bail, or no. bail at all, which he proved to be confiftent 
with law, and conformable to the uniform practice of the 
Britifli courts; tho' it was to be eonfelTed that there lyere 
many inft'ances in Ireland i» favour of the judge. Over ruled 
by the court in that point, the lawyer (hewed from the un- 
certain nature of the injuries incurred, and the low iituations- 
«f the parties aggrieved, that the bail demanded was excellive» 
and fliould be diminiflied. The affidavit of the printer was 
likewife produced, Aating that ^ in coiifequence of frequent 
•• and vexatious arrefts, by fiats and otherwjfe, and by libel- 
** lous publications," he was fo injured in his credit as to be 
unable to find bail £br more than five hundred pounds. The 
motion was refufcd, and the perfon alccufed remanded 
to Newgate. This tranfatSlion occaftoncd great agitations. 
Cafes were imagined in which a patriot might fall under the 
difpleafure of a corrupt admtniftration, and by means of an 
affidavit fworn a^gaiaft him by any unprincipled wretch, flat- 
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lag damagm to Aich an amount at he cottld^not (tod bail for, 
iiatt mighl ifluc at the difcretion of a judge ; he might be 
throws into a jail, and there remain three terms before he 
could enter a nw-froi. Being at that period difcharged, he 
has na remedy fur his lofs of liberty, but in following the 
plaintiff. The plaintiff is a man- of ftraw, and has flcd» 
This cafe brought itfelf home to the feelings of every one, and 
we deemed ourfelve» undone. Mark the confequence. As 
the oppreHion of an individual gave birth to the Habeas Corput 
adt of 31 Carolus II. fo the printer, in the cafe now mentis 
oned, fuffered gricvoufly, but th« very fe verity of his cafc^ 
produced an excellent law, which paf/ed in the 31ft of his- 
prefent Majcfty. To prevent vexatious airefts and proceed- 
ings in adlions of flander, the writ or procefs, can no longer 
be marked for a greater Aim than two buuiired pounds, in any 
cafe in which a^ual damages are not fet forth and fworn to ; 
and no deferndant infuch a(ftion can be held to speciax. bail 
in a greater fum than two hundred pounds, except where 
atStual damages are fet fortJi and fworn to by plaintiff; and 
where a^al damages are fo fworn to, the court or judge may 
at difcretion admit defendant to bail, in a lelTer fum than thd 
amount of the damages fworn to. 



THOUGHrS 
ON THE BRIllSH C0N37nU7ION. 

No. XX. 

NOVEMBER 7, I79J* 

*' This is a fcafon of virtue, and public fpirJt. Let ut 
take advantage of it to repeal thofe laws which infringe our 
liberties, and introduce fuch a& may rcdore the vigour of 
our ancient conftitution.'*' 

Sia JOUN ST. AVBIN. 



(SOBJECT or THE LAST NUMBER RESUMED AND COMCIUDEI).) 

Anno 1793. The felTion of this year opened with an ad^ 
miffion of the principle, that a reform in the reprsenta- 
TioN demanded the ferious attention of the jbcgiflaturc* 
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t)n tlic fourtccntli 6t January, the fcrvanft of tfee crown anJ 
t.he commons at large, confentcd that that grand defiderft* 
turn ihoutd be in vefti gated in a tommittee of the whoie 
hoiife, on the I2th of the following month. As it is feldom 
tcmfidefcd the int^refl of aflemblies to abridge their own 
power, or hold out any hope of it to the peopI«, nothing 
•but popular influente, through whatever channels, or upott 
^vhatever pafTions it operated, couldliavc produced this efTedb. 
The twelfth of February arrived. Mr, Grattan's preparatory 
•motions were loll by the queftion of adjournment, and the 
fubjedt was not refumed during the fefliou. Had the king* 
dom come forward before that decilion, fuccefs fcemcd inevi- 
table ; but it remained filent, becaufe intimidated ; and at 
the very moment when a reform fecmed attainable, it fell to 
'the ground. If the favourable reception which it met with be 
attributed to the violence of a party, in the firfl in fiance ; 
the intimidation of the people at large was the refult of that 
violence, in the fecond ; and the iofs of the caufe, in the 
third. 

Such arc the navuralconfequetrces of threats without pow^ 
^r I of advancing extravagant lengths, when the people 
neither follow nor approve ; of (lighting the conflitution^ 
and treating it as a nomentity, at the very crifis when an ad* 
herence to its principles is wife as well as politic, becaufe it 
-affords the bed profpe<Sl of union and fuccefs. ■ 

The ncccfiity of a reform, as forcibly flated by Mis 
-Orattan, dcferves to be recorded. He afFerted, and no man 
denied, that of the three hundred members of which our 
reprcfcntative houfe confifts, two hundred are returned by 
individuals, inftead of bodies of electors. From forty to 
^fty are returned by ten i>erfon8. Of the three hundred"; 
the counties, counties of cities and towns, and univerfity, 
return eightyfour, having two hundred and fixteen for the 
'Iraroughs and manors. Several of thofe boroughs have 'no 
refident eledtor at all, fome of them l)ut one ; and on the 
vholc, two thirds of the reprefcntatives are returned by kfii 
than one hundred pcrfons. The defence of fuch a ftatc of 
things, on the j^lea "of antk^uitt, hfc deemed abAird. So fat 



( 19^ 

from itt bting derived from mnticnt times, from the SaxoiiH 
Iht age a't the Confcflbr, or after th* Englifli lAtercottrfe ' 
with Ireland, at the time of King John, or the reign of 
Edward ; James the Firft ! was the King who made forty bov 
rou^jhs to return eighty members. In 7613, the Attmibera 
returned to parliament were two liundred and thirty-two. 
Since that time 'fixty*cight members have been added, all 
by the houfe of stuaUt ; one bv Anne, foar'by James the 
Second, moft of rhe remainder by -Charles the Firft, with a 
View to religious dfftin<5Vioos, «nd by Chai les the Second^ 
with a view to perfonal favour. The form of the confttttp» 
tion was twelve coumtibs, eftabliithcd in the reign of King 
John . Henry tbe £ighth added one ; Mary two ; and Elissa* 
beth feventeen. Since that «ra t^e counties have received 
&o additions whatever; though between the year 1613 and 
the prefent, the borough intereft has received an addition 
of fixty-eight members, which is more than the whole 
•f the county re prefeota'doo. Heeftimatcd the property of 
each of the one hundred individuals, or conflituents, who 
return two hundred members, at four tboufand pounds pef 
annum, on an average; of courfe all the property they re- 
prcfcntcd did not exceed 400,0001.— >t hough, fays he,-the^ 
vote through ¥heir reprefentatives, near two millions in 
taxes. In other words, there are two thirds of the 
houfe, voting "near two millions of money every year, and' * 
not reprefenting half a miHion. In this forcible -point of- 
view he placed our prefent^flablifliment with refpe<^ to the 
rcprefcntation of PRopiafy. His other arguments were 
•equally unanfwerabte. 

In England "for many years. Officers of the Revenoe have 
Wen dlfqualified from *voting at eleiftions. The acceptance o^ 
*iny office created befori 1705 vacates the feat of the member^ 
•and feods him back to his conftttuents for re-eletStiou or 
bthcrwife. The acceptance of an ofHce created there Jince 
9705, vacates the feat and renders the pofTeflor touUy in* 
tligible. 

Place and fknsiok bill — tn Ireland, by an a<5t of laft 
ieffioiis (33d year of hri prefent Maje'fty; 00 erfoa caa 
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liereafter be eledUd a member of paHiamcot, who (hatl hoVd 
« n«w .place of profit, created after that at^, nor anyone 
who holds a pention for years, or duriiig plcafure, or whofe 
wife {liall'hold one. Neither can furveyors general, nor coU 
ledtors of revenue, whether cuftoms or excife, (except fit 
'}Dub4iu) aor fetrretaries to the 'comminioners of cuAoms and 
excife, to the coramilGoners of acjqouats, to the commilfio- 
;iiers of I'tarracks, to the poft oiHce, or to the board of ord- 
nance ; nor paymafler of corn bounties coaft ways, be here- 
after members. Every office revived after five years difufc^ - 
€)r where-more than one hundred pounds a year is added to 
the fa lary ^•-or where one himdred pounds a year fliall be 
granted to any office to ^ImcIi no ialary is row annexed,--* 
iliail be deemed a new office* and confeqnently difqualify 
the pcrfon who holds it from fitting. If a member of parlia- 
ment after 31ft December 1793, accepts an office of profit, 
he vacates his feat ; b»t is capable of re-c -ctftion . The num- 
1->cr of"ComrailFioiK:rs fertile x!tec«wion of any ofiSce, is llmil- 
t:d to what 'was ufual at or before the firft ^ay of the prcfcnt 
parliament. Ofiictrs in the Army, Militia awd Nary, may 
•be elet.^ed as heretofore, alfo perfons having or accepting an 
T>^ce for !lfe or^during good behaviour. And an oath in fu- 
ture is to be taken by every member, tfuit he does not hold 
in his own name, or in the name of any perfon in truft for 
Itim, any pension, for years or during his Majefty*s pleafure, 
or any office or place which is rendered by the at5^ oT 
parliament incompatible with his holdli^ a'feat in the houfc 
<of commotes. 

Tho' thefe provlfions Tall fliort oT wliat we fliould require, 
no one can deny that they are valuable acceilions. They de- 
prive the prcfcnt and future governments of a powscrr which 
they fiirmerly exercifed, of creating new places to ftrengthcn 
\heir intertft in parliawent:; (fee note*) at tlic fame time 



* The reader will perceive the value of this reftricStion, 
-when he recolle<5ls that from 1769 to 1 789, forty new 
^arli*imcata<y places had arifen, fourteen of which had beca 
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that tliey prrvcnt penfionen for years or during picafufls 
from ever hereafter becoming members, (fee note f) and 
they cut off a train of Sonreyors General, Cotle<ftors of the 
Revenue (of Czctfe antl Cuftoms) Commiifioners of Ac- 
counts, &c. feveral of trhom now vote m the houfe. And 
any meml^er accepting an office of profit (unlefs he ho1d9 it 
for h'fe or during good behaviour) vacates his feat, but is 
not difqualified from being again returned if his conftituenta 
deem him eligible, (fee note §) 

In the fame fcfTion, vrzs paiTed that admirable bill which 
had ihortly before been introduced by Mr. Fox into the Bri- 
tiOi Houfe of Commons, where it is alfo law, declaring the 
s-ight of Joncn^ in the cafe of libels, h enables them ** t9 



created in the courfe of hx. months of the latter year. In 
that year, • en fome great popular queflion, the miniHer 
muftered a majority of one hundred and forty-four— one 
hundred and four of which were placemen and penfionersl 
Who, coniidering thefe things, can with a fafe coufciencc 
fay a reform n unueceflary ? 

f In five years prior to 1790, penfions were granted to 
eleven nwrmbers of parliament, to the wives of others, an4 
to four or five peers of the realm. 

§ In England, with refpedb to elkction, revenue officer? 
cannot vote for members in parliament, by which meant 
a great number of trained veterans in the fale of public 
trufls, are cut ofF from the clcdlivcbody;— an improvement 
which ought to be made in our own country, and which its 
patriots fhouid ftrcnuoufly iufift on.— The BritiHi bill for 
ilifqualifying revenue officers was introduced in the year 
1770, but fcouted. It was revived by a Mr. Crewe, from 
whence it has been called . Crewe's bill ; and after it hd4 
been repeatedly prcfented and as often difmified, it pafled 
lM)th houfes of parliament in 1782, and received the Rpyai 
:faadlion when Charles -Fos came into admiBiftraxioa, 
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g^TC vcrdx(5b on the whole matter in ifluc f of courfe render* 
them judges both of law and faifl. The reader will recollciSt 
^e (Ireuuous oppoilcion given to this principle by Lord 
Alansfield, and Lord Cunulen's long and confident fupporc of 
it ; and he will perceive in its fuccefs what hopes may be en- 
tertained of any mcafure founded -on reafon, and purfucdt 
vith ardour. 

In fame fefCon, we had an a«5l foF granting a civil lift cfta- 
Wifhrncnt in lieu of the hereditary revenue, which formerly 
arofe from certain duties and taxes. The penfions paid out 
iDf that lift amounted ia, 17S9 to the enormous fum of 
lo8,a8ol. In order to reduce it to 8o,oool. (the fum former- 
ly propofed by the patriots and rejcflcd) the act declares 
that from the twenty-fifth March, 1794, the penfions grant- 
ed in any one year fhall not exceed i,aool. until the lift be 
thereby reduced to 8o,oooL And after it is fo reduced, no 
penilon can be granted for the ufe of any one perfon, of a 
fum exceeding i,aool. except to the Royal Family, or on an. 
addrcfs of either houfe of parliament. Secret fcrvice mo- 
ficy is limited to 5,000!. except for preventing or detexftin^ 
confpiracies ; and concordatam limited to the lame fum^ or 
thirty pounds a year to any one perfoo* 

In the fame fcllion, an a<Sl paiTed to encourage thehnprtvement 
9f barren landy fuch as barren heath and wafte ground. Lands 
of this dcfcription, which have paid no tythes, and which 
hereafter Ihall be improved and converted into arable ground 
or meadow, are henceforth for feven years next after the 
time of improving the fame, to be exempted from the pay- 
ment of tythes. Such was the dread of touching, or in any 
manner interfering with whatever concerned the church, 
that an outcry was formerly raifed againft every idea of ex- 
empting from tythe (when they iliould be rendered of any 
value) lands which did not even pay it formerly. 

In the fame feflion, the a<5t for the relief of his Majefty*s 
Roman Catholic iubje^s of Ireland, carries internal evi- 
dence that the voice of the people, or ot a majority of them, 
cannot long be raifed in vain, though oppofed by men 
the higheft in of&ce and in power. Roman Catholics at-e 
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Tt(tond to t^e elc<5li7€ franchize ; but they afe required pre- 
vioufly to elecSlion to have taken in the Four Courts, or - at 
the Quarter Seffious, an oath of allegiance, (palTed in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth year of the prefent reigB) and 
made a declaration upon oath with regard to certain point»^ 
«)f faith conoedled with morals ; fuch as detefting the prin- 
ciple of its being lawful to murder, dcftroy, or injure any 
pcrfon under pretence of being a heretic ; doing any thing^ 
that is wrong, for the good of the church, or in obedience 
to any eccleliaftical power whatever ; declaring that it is not 
an article of the c-.itholic faith: tl»t the Pope i& infallible ; and 
^hat he who makes the declaration does not believe that at 
the will of a Pope fins can he forgiven ; and that he will 
defend the arrangement of property in this country as efta- 
bliflied by the laws now in being; and he abjures any inten- 
tion to fubvert the prefent church eftablifliment* They arc- 
not allowed to vote at parifliveflries, nor to carry arms, un* 
lels feized of a freehold cflate of xool. a year, or pofleHed of 
A perfdnal cllate of i,oool. or upwards; nor unlefs pofTcf- 
fiug a freehold efVate of lol. yearly, value and lefs than locL 
or a perfqnal e^ace of 300!. and lefs than locol. having ta- 
ken the oath of allegiance, and made af&davit in open court 
of the poffeffion of the property mentioned. They may hold 
civil and militHry otfices, or places of truft under the King, 
his heirs' and fncceflbrs; and may take degrees or profefior- 
ihips, or be feHows of any College to be hereafter founded, 
provided fuch College be a Member of the Uuiverfity of 
Dublin, and not founded excluiively for the education of 
Roman Catholics, &c. &c. They are n6t to fit in ParliK- 
jnent, nor to hold any office therein, nor any of the great 
oifices in the State, fuch as Lord Lieutenant, Lord Chancel- 
Jor, Judge, &c. &c. nor Poftmafter General, Matter and 
Lieutenant of the Ordnance, Commander in Cliicf of the 
Forces, Generals on the Staff, and Shcriffi and Sub-Sheriffi, 
&c. &c. Popifli Priefts mull not celebrate marriage between 
Proteflant and ProteHant, nor between a Proteftant and '9. 
Papift, under forfeiture of 500I. From ift June 1793, Oath* 
of allegiance and kbjuration ouly ucccfiaiy in taking degree* 
in Trinity College.. 
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Bills of a very dtfTereiit complexion invft new be nientibii»> 
ed, as tiie produ^ion of tbc fame felEon. 

Among the firft of theie ia the a(5k V to prevent tEe elec- 
tion or appointment of unlawful aflemblies, under pretence 
t)f preparing or prefenting public petitions, or other addref- 
fes to his Majedy or the parliament.** ** It enadts that all 
aiTcmblies, committees, or other bodies of perfons eledted, or. 
in any other manner conftitutedor appointed to reprefent^ or 
afTuming or exerciiing a right or authority to reprefent the 
people of this realm, or any number or defcription of the 
people of the fame, or the people of any province, county^ 
city, town, or other dillridt within the fame, under pretence 
of petitioning for or in any other manner procuring an alte- 
ratkm of matters eftabliHied by law in Church or State, (fave 
and except the knighls, citizens, and burgeffes elected to 
ferve in the parliament thereof, and except the houfes of 
convocation duly fummoned by the King's writ) are un- 
lawful assemblies,** and that it is " lawful for any May- 
or, ShcriflF, Jufticc of the Peace, or other Peace officer, and 
they are hereby rcfpet^ively amhorized and required within 
his and their refpedVive jurifdi<flions to difperfe all fiich un- 
lawful aiTcmblies, and if refilled to enter into the fame, and 
to apprehend all perfons ollrnding in that Ischalf.*^ Perfons 
, giving or publilliing notice of the eletStion of fuch reprefenta- 

^ . tives, or attending, voting, or atfting therein, by any means, 

H are declared on cunvitStion guilty of a high mifdemeanor. It 

W .provides that it iTiall not affcA clccaions made of bodies cor- 

I porate ; nor be conftrued " in any manner to prevent or im- 

pede the undoubted ri^ht of hb ^tajefty*s fubje(a8 of this 
realm to petition his Majefty, or both houfes,. or either 
i houfe of parliament for redrefs of any public grievance.** 

The ob]c<flions to thre law are fo many and fo obvious, it 
is conceived in a fpiritfo contrary to the late pradlice of both 
kingdoms and the prefent one in Great Britain, and fo impo- 
litic in itfclf, that no doubt can be entertained but the fcnfc 
of the nation will from feilion to fc&on urge and ciTe^ it« 
.repeal. 
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Ha I it not been obfervcd that delegated or fele^ bodies^ 
taken out of greater oneti arc always more moderate and 
funetimef more wife than th^ir principals ? When an iin- 
menfe coucourfe ^(Tcmbled, might be ready to run into excef- 
fes leading to Revolution itfelf, a' delegated afTembly would 
temper popular fury, for it would coniift of perfpns interefled 
in the public peace, as men of charat^er, fortune, and edu- 
ction. The only other remarks that (hall here be made on 
this law arc— That it was not didtated by the genius of the 
conditution, becanfe every avenue to the thrtnc ihould be 
free as the air we breathe; a right guaranteed to «s time 
immemorial-^Thofe grievances which are fufiered to vent 
ihemfclves in unredraioed complaints, and in fnch forms as 
the fubjedl prefers, feldom produce infurre(Stion or diAyrder ; 
while thofc which are for a time pent up within the public 
breaft, burfl out in a<Sts of rafh but irreliflible violence. 

The Gua-powder bill partakes of the fpirit of the former, 
but as it is in force only till the ifl of January 1794, it is pre- 
fumed it Will not be revived. It ordains, under feverc penal* 
ties on the importer and matter of the vcffc), that no perfoa 
(hall import ordnance, guns, pittols, gun-locks, fwords, bay- 
onets, pikes, fpears, balls, gunpowder, or military accou- 
trements, without a licence from rhe Chief Governor of the 
kingdom or his Secretary, or the commiiTioncrs of the reve- 
nue, or any two of them, or the Mafter General, or Lieute- 
nant General, or Board of hih Majcfty's Ordnance. Neither 
cannon, arms, gun-locks, balls, or gun-powder can be re- 
moved from one part of the kingdom to another, without 
fimilar licence, or one from any two of the commiiTioncrs of 
the revenue : any officer of the revenue, any Juftice of the 
peace, or peace officer, may fcarch for and fcizc all fuch 
cannon, arms, giin-powder, &c. removed without fuch H- 
cenfe, provided always that thtfe reftridtions (hall not extend 
to prevent any peifou from carrying arms for the defence of his 
pcrfon, or for fporting, as by law he might before this acSt, 
No perfon is allowed to keep more than four pounds of pow- 
der, nor to keep in his poflciBon any Cannon or other ordnance, 
without licence of the Lord Lieutenant, or his fecretary* or 
any two of the Commiilioacrs of the revenue, and any juf- 
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f^ of -pe^ce may Teise, or by his wamnt caufe fuch to ht 
Seised, as are kept without faid Jicence. 

No person can keep for, or expofe to fale any cannon or 
other ordnance, guns, bayonets, or gun-powder, &c. -with- 
out a Hcenfe from any two of the Commiflioners of the revej* 
nut, or the Collector of the diftriA. Juftices are impowercd 
to enter and fearch, (or to grant warrants fo to do) any 
lioufe, fliop, />lace, &.c. where he fufpe<Sbs that fuch armi^ 
gun powder, &c. may be depoiiied without licenfe. 



Who«ter take^ a general retrofpedt of the hiflorical deduc* 
tion, contained in this.and the preceding number, perceives 
that the fpirit of both the commons and the people, ha« 
greatly encreafed. Without fnffcring himfelf to be dcpreiTcd 
by temporary infringements of his rights, he may find folid 
ground for perseverance, as constancy in the purfuit of 
rational meafurcs, muft ultimately be omnipotent'— A mafs 
of evidence proves that the prufperity, power, and influence 
of Ireland, are in a ftate of progreflive improvement. That 
the^rhavc not duringthe laft eleven years, advanced with 
tardy ftep, will be apparent, when we recoUetSl how iliort a 
period has elapfed fluce Ave had any conftitution to treat of; 
fince even the Protcftant body could 1)e roufcd from a ftate 
of torpor, to con^der the natural claims of the nation. Le^ 
us religioufly keep within thtf4>ale of the conftitution, and 
carry along with us the honefty, fpirit, atid intelligence of 
the country, both in and out of parliament. All thefe W'e 
had, in the memorable year eighty-tWo» Then, the virtue 
of the kingdom in whatever rank it could be found, was 
vifely colIecSted in a point, and rofe fuperior to controul. 
Thefe we were in po^fBon of till latel}', and if we have loft 
them for a feafon, it behoves us to fcek for their reftoration, 
as well as in future Carefully to avoid whatever led 'to the 
eifea. 

It was remarked by Mr. Flood, with his ufual acumen, 
that it is our national charaAcr to be prwmpt in entering 'cn 
^reat eater-prizes ; but ^a^t^r diverted from our obje^, and 



( S04 ) 

tkftitutfc of that (kttidj patience in the diftce, without \irhick 
it i< difficult to acquire any thing. He obferved that in thefe 
rcfpetfts we were outdone by our £ngli(h neighbours, who 
feldom rclinqui(h meafures which they have once taken up 
with fp}rit.. Hh' obfervation deferves -the attention of 
Iriflimen. 

Wk {hall take feave of our fubjed. In the claf&cal tan- 
kage of JUNIUS ; to whofe exalted- mind, a vcivcration of the 
conilitution appeared to be perfectly eonfiftent with the 
pureft principles of freedom. 

•• No man" (fay* that elegant and nervous writer) la- 
*• mcints more fincercly than I do, the -unhappy diiferenccs 
" which have arifen among the friends of the peojifc, anA 
" divided them from each other* The caufe tindoubtcdly 
•• fuffcrs, as well by the <Iiminution of thar ftrength, which 
•• union carries 'with it, as by the feparateiofs of perfonal 
^* reputation, which every man fuflains, when hfs character 
•* and his condodt are frequently held forth in odious or con- 
•* tcmptible colours. Thcfe differences are only advantage- 
•* ous to the common enemy of rhe country.— ft is tinu: fof 
** thofe who really mean the caufe and the peffpUy wh^ave 
" no view to private advantage, and who have virtue 
•* enough to prefer the general good of the community— it is 
•* time for fuch men tointerfcre.-«»-'What remains to be done 
"** concerns' the colIcAive body of the people. They are 
** now to determine for thcmfrfves, whether fhey will firmly 
•* and conftitutionally aflcrt their rights or make an humble 
•* flavifli furrendcr of them. We owe it toouranceftors to 
*' preferve entire ihofc rights, which they have delivered to 
" our care 5" we owe it to our poflenty, not to fuffcr our 
** dcarcft icheritaocc to be dfcftraycd.** 
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